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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at West Grey Lake, Part Lane, Riseley (SU 7298 6342) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Nathan Stevens, 7 Sylvan Ridge, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8QT.
A planning consent (O/2005/5336- RM/2006/7080) has been granted by Wokingham District Council to construct a new house and garage on the site. This consent was subject to a condition relating to archaeology which required a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the District’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason, Archaeology Officer with Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the District on matters relating to archaeology. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Ford on 21st July 2006 and the site code is WGL06/85.

The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the south side of Part Lane, to the east of Riseley (Figs 1, 2). The underlying geology is mapped as Gravel (BGS 1946) and a patchy clayey gravel was in fact revealed by the groundworks. The site lies at a height of c.49m above Ordnance Datum on level ground. 
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site stems from its location within the Loddon Valley which is considered as archaeologically rich with numerous sites recorded from field survey and aerial photography (Ford 1994; Gates 1975). A number of possible archaeological sites are recorded from the air in the immediate vicinity and excavations have revealed Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman deposits to the east (Lobb and Morris 1993). The Roman Road from Silchester to London (Devil’s Highway) passes to the south. 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the new construction work. This was to involve examination of all areas of topsoil stripping, landscaping, ground reduction and the digging of trenches for foundations and services for structures as necessary. 
Results

Prior to the groundworks, previous structures on the site were demolished. Three components of the groundworks were observed (Fig. 3).
The footings observed were dug using a small 360°-type machine and measured 0.7m wide and were 1.05m deep. These revealed a simple stratigraphy which consisted of made ground to a depth of c. 0.3m above the natural clayey gravel (Fig. 4). Three areas of modern disturbance (service trenches and a brick foundation) were noted but no deposits of archaeological interest were observed and no artefacts earlier than the late 19th or 20th centuries were noted (not retained).
Two rectangular trenches were dug on the eastern margins of the site for interceptor tanks. These were in turn 5m x 3m and 2m x 2m in extent and were dug to 1.3m and 1.1m respectively. Apart from a modern land drain revealed in the larger trench no deposits of archaeological  interest observed. 

A small drainage ditch approximately 0.5m wide and 0.5m deep was dug along the southern limit of the site. No deposits of archaeological interest were observed. 

A garage block forming part of the proposal, and the entranceway were to be constructed using concrete rafts involving no deep ground disturbance. Their construction was not observed. 
Conclusion

Areas of modern disturbance were presumably associated with the previous structures on the site. No deposits nor finds of archaeological interest were revealed during the watching brief. 
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Figure 1. Location of site within Riseley
and Berkshire.
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Figure 2. Location of site on Part Lane
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Figure 3. Detailed location of site.
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