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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out at 12–14 Church Gate, Thatcham, West Berkshire (SU 5162 6715) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Dennis West of Westbuild Homes (Reading) Ltd, Hunters Lodge, Rectory Road, Padworth Common, Reading, RG7 4JB. Previous archaeological investigations had been undertaken on land adjacent to the site during an earlier phase of development (Lowe 2003, Wallis 2005, Jenkins and Pine 2005)  
Planning permission is to be sought from West Berkshire Council to redevelop the site for new housing and associated infrastructure. In order to provide sufficient information on the archaeological potential of the site to inform the planning process so as to mitigate the effects of the development on the archaeological resource, a field evaluation has been requested. This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and West Berkshire Council’s policies on archaeology. 
The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Duncan Coe, Archaeological Officer of West Berkshire Council.. The fieldwork was undertaken by Danielle Milbank and Sue Burden between the 4th and 18th of September 2006 and the site code is CGT03/49. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at West Berkshire Museum in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located on Church Gate to the south of St Mary’s Church and the modern centre of Thatcham (Fig. 2) and was previously the rear garden of a residential property. It is bounded to the east by a bridleway (Thackery Lane) and to the south and west by other properties. The ground slopes gently down southwards towards the River Kennet and the site lies at a height of approximately 75m above Ordnance Datum. The underlying geology is mapped as river gravels (BGS 1947) and this was observed during the groundworks but with localized areas of sandy clay.
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site was highlighted by earlier archaeological investigations, including a desk-based assessment, evaluation and subsequent watching brief (Lowe 2003, Wallis 2005, Jenkins and Pine 2005). The desk based assessment indicated that the Saxon settlement of Thatcham is likely to have developed around St Mary’s Church to the north of the site. Documentary evidence indicates the presence of a Saxon minster church in the vicinity (Astill 1978; Lowe 2003). Fieldwork to the north of the site did not recover any Saxon material (Taylor 2005; Taylor and Wallis 2005) and Horton (1979) has suggested that the focus of the Saxon settlement may have been located further east, possibly closer to the Roman road. 

An archaeological evaluation (Wallis 2005) carried out less than c. 20m to the south and east of the present site revealed the presence of a small number of archaeological deposits. A ditch which produced several sherds of medieval pottery is likely to be of 12th-century date whilst a second ditch, which had been recut, produced middle Saxon pottery and animal bone. The pottery, identified as Ipswich Ware, is rare in the Thames Valley, and was thought to imply the presence of a high status site (Blinkhorn 2005). 
The subsequent watching brief uncovered a density of archaeological deposits (gullies and ditches) which could also be of middle Saxon date together with middle Saxon pottery as surface finds. A medieval (late 12th-century) ditch was also recorded and a single sherd of 11th- to 13th-century pottery was also recovered from the access road. The majority of these features were preserved in situ and at some time in the future their true nature and date may yet be discerned. It was suggested (Wallis 2005) that this Saxon material may reflect the presence of the minster at Thatcham and the results of the watching brief did nothing to contradict this hypothesis. 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. 
The specific research of this project are:
To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on this site.

To determine if archaeological deposits of  any period are present.

To determine if there are any deposits of Saxon date are present which might represent a Saxon minster church or manor complex.
To determine if any deposits forming part of the medieval settlement lie within this site.

Three trenches were excavated by a JCB and one by a Kubota (mini digger) machine, each fitted with a 1.6m toothless ditching bucket, under continuous archaeological supervision. Their positions and lengths had to be altered slightly from those originally intended because of the presence of live services. 
A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1. Details of the archaeological features are tabulated in Appendix 2.
Results

Trench 1 
This was located through a driveway, aligned east-west and was 7.5m in length. The stratigraphy comprised made ground including a gravel surface 0.14m deep overlying a mid grey/brown silt layer on average 0.48m deep. This in turn sealed a light grey silt with frequent sub-rounded gravel 0.27m deep over the orange sandy gravel natural geology. No archaeological deposits were observed.
Trench 2 

This was aligned SW–NE was 13.20m long. It showed stratigraphy of topsoil 0.28m deep overlying a mid grey/brown silt layer 0.52m deep. This overlay a light clay grey silt with occasional sub-rounded gravel 0.06m deep over the orange sandy gravel natural geology. 
A small pit was recorded at the north-eastern end of the trench (1). This was circular 0.91m in diameter and 0.19m deep. It was filled with a grey silty clay (52) which contained 7 sherds of 11th- to early 13th-century pottery, one brick fragment and some tiny fragments of animal bone. A sherd of Newbury ‘C’ ware of late 12th- to mid 14th-century date was also recovered from this trench as a spoil heap find.
Trench 3 

This was aligned NW–SE and was 15.30m long. It showed stratigraphy of topsoil 0.28m deep overlying a mid grey/brown silt layer 0.22m deep. This overlay a blackish silt with occasional sub-rounded gravel 0.30m deep over a red brown silt 0.10m deep. This in turn sealed the orange sandy gravel natural geology. No archaeological deposits were observed.
Trench 4 (Plate 1)
This was aligned north-south and was 16.00m long and 0.95m deep. Topsoil 0.24m deep overlay a mid grey/brown silt subsoil layer 0.22m deep. This in turn overlay a dark grey clay layer which was  018m deep. This sealed the sandy gravel natural geology. No archaeological deposits were observed.
Finds

Pottery by Paul Blinkhorn
The pottery assemblage comprised 8 sherds with a total weight of 57g. They are all of medieval date, and are typical of the pottery in the region.

The following fabrics were noted:

Newbury ‘A’ ware (Mepham 1997, 46–51). 11th – early 13th century. Handmade, with wheel-finished upper bodies. Sandy fabric with moderate angular white flint up to 2mm, rare rounded calcareous material up to 2mm. 7 sherds, 55g.

Newbury ‘C’ ware (Mepham 1997, 52–4). Late 12th – mid 14th century. Dense sub-rounded white quartz up to 1mm, rare rounded red ironstone up to 1mm. 1 sherd, 2g.

The pottery occurrence by number and weight of sherds per context by fabric type is shown in Appendix 3. 

In addition, a single amorphous fragment of daub (22g) in a slightly sandy fabric occurred in context 52. The pottery assemblage from that context included two rimsherds from jars, one of which had combed wavy lines on the inner surface, and the other a thumbed rim-bead. Such decoration is not untypical of pottery of this tradition. The fragment of Newbury ‘C’ was a very small and abraded jar rim, with traces of a yellowish-orange glaze on the outer surface.

Other finds
A single fragment of poorly-fired brick came from pit 1; it cannot be closely dated. Some 26 fragments of highly abraded animal bone, weighing just 12g in total, came from the same feature; this cannot be identified closely.

Conclusion

This evaluation located a small pit of early medieval date, but no deposits from the Saxon period were recorded on the site. This is somewhat surprising given the high density of deposits of both Saxon and medieval date recorded during earlier phases of the development. However the negative results from three of the four trenches are of interest. It may be suggested that the foci of Saxon and medieval occupation in Thatcham lie to the east of the site and that the western half of the development site lies beyond the settlement boundary for these periods. However the single medieval pit recorded in Trench 2 does indicate that further archaeological deposits are liable to be located in the area surrounding this trench and taken with the small number of medieval features discovered during the earlier works indicate an area of archaeological potential in the south-eastern portion of the site. 
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at S end
	Trench No.
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	7.5
	1.6
	0.96
	Made-ground including gravel surface 0.00-0.14m; grey/brown silt layer 0.14-0.62m; light grey silt with frequent gravel 0.62-0.89m; orange sandy gravel natural geology 0.89+. 

	2
	13.20
	1.6
	0.96
	Topsoil 0.00-0.28m deep; grey/brown silt layer 0.28-0.80m; light grey silt with occasional gravel 0.80-0.86m; orange sandy gravel natural geology. 0.86m+  Pit 2.

	3
	15.30
	1.6
	1.04
	Topsoil 0.00-0.28m; grey/brown silt 0.28-0.50m; blackish silt with occasional gravel 0.50-0.80m; red/brown silt 0.80-0.90m; orange sandy gravel natural geology 0.90+. 

	4
	16.00
	1.6
	0.95
	Topsoil 0.00-0.24m ; grey/brown silt subsoil  0.24-0.70m; dark grey clay layer  0.70-0.88; sandy gravel natural geology 0.88m+ [Plate 1]


APPENDIX 2: Feature details

	Trench
	Cut
	Fill (s)
	Type
	Date
	Dating evidence

	2
	1
	52
	Pit
	Medieval
	Pottery


Appendix 3: Pottery occurrence by number and weight (in g) of sherds per context by fabric type
	
	
	
	Newbury A
	Newbury C

	Trench
	Cut
	Fill
	No
	Wt (g)
	No
	Wt (g)

	2
	
	U/S
	
	
	1
	2

	2
	1
	52
	7
	55
	
	

	
	
	Total
	7
	55
	1
	2
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Figure 1. Location of site within Thatcham
and Berkshire.
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on Church Gate, showing position of trenches and pit 1; also showing features from watching brief. ~ CGT03/49
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Figure 3. Plan and section of Pit 1
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