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Summary of results: A single small trench was dug which revealed two postholes of post-medieval date. Pottery recovered from the subsoil was of post-medieval date along with sherds of late medieval/ early post medieval date. A single prehistoric flint represent no more than the ‘normal’ distribution of this material in the landscape. Parts of the subsoil and natural geology  at the base of the trench appear to have been disturbed by animal burrowing
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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out on land adjacent to 3 Place Manor Cottages, Wallingford Road, Streatley, West Berkshire (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Paul Pasker of 10 The Birches, Goring on Thames, Oxfordshire, RG8 9BW.
Planning permission is to be sought from West Berkshire Council for the construction of a new car parking area. In order to mitigate the effects of development on the archaeological heritage, a field evaluation has been required to provide information on the archaeological potential of the site.

This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and West Berkshire Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Duncan Coe, Archaeological Officer of West Berkshire Council. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Ford and Sue Burden from 11th–13th October 2006 and the site code is PMC 06/116. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with West Berkshire Museum in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the northern side of the village on the west side of Wallingford Road (SU59155 80853). The site lies on land at c.61m AOD sloping down to the east. The slope is exaggerated by the current Wallingford Road which occupies a cutting. The underlying geology comprises middle chalk (BGS 1980).
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the area has been highlighted in a brief for the project by West Berkshire Archaeology Service. In summary Streatley occupies a strategic crossing point of the River Thames and this location within the Goring gap appears to have been a focus for human settlement for a long time (Roe 1995). Roman coins discovered within the village suggest settlement in the near environs but the location of this as yet has not been discovered. A Saxon settlement is indicated in this area by references to charters of the time. ‘Stretlea’ is first recorded in AD690 and the village is mentioned in Domesday book of 1086 as ‘Estriei’. At this time in the early medieval period it is believed Streatley was home to a Minster church indicating some significance for the settlement. The current parish church was constructed in the 13th century and there are references to a Dominican Nunnery within the village in the medieval period but yet again this has not been located and its existence is disputed. Place Manor is considered a suitable location for the medieval manorial seat given its name and location adjacent to the main junction of roads within the village (Richards 1978).

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. 
Specific aims of the project were;
a) To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on this site. 

b) To determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present.

c) Can evaluation provide information on the date and nature of earthworks in the adjacent field?
d) To determine if there is any evidence for the pre Norman conquest settlement

e) To determine if there are any features relating to the possible medieval manorial site or medieval settlement surviving on the site.

f) To determine if the main road through the village follows the line of a natural terrace or bluff

The Archaeological Officer’s brief required a single trench 3m x 1.50m to be located within the footprint of the new development. Spoilheaps were to be searched for finds. 

Results

Trench 1 (Plate 1)

A single trench was dug by hand 3.00m x 1.50m as required. The stratigraphy comprised turf and topsoil to a depth of 0.4m overlying brown calcareous silty clay subsoil to a depth of a further 0.2m. This overlay the natural geology which was a reddish/brown calcareous silty clay with chalk fragments. 
Two postholes (1, 2) were revealed cutting the subsoil. Posthole 1 was 0.35m deep and 0.28m in diameter with a flat base and steeply sloping sides (Plate 2). The uppermost part of the fill was defined by a large brick fragment and further smaller brick fragments were recovered from the lower fill. These fragments are of  relatively modern (post-medieval) date. Posthole 2 was adjacent to posthole 1 and was 0.25m deep and 0.25m across but did not produce any finds. 
These features cut the subsoil from which was recovered a moderate quantity of ceramic building material (not retained) and pottery of late medieval and post-medieval date.
The southern part of the trench was occupied by an irregular hollow with a relatively loose fill and several voids and is considered to be a result of animal burrowing.

Finds

Pottery and ceramic building material by Jane Timby
The archaeological work resulted in the recovery of four sherds of pottery weighing 112 g and four fragments of ceramic building material (CBM). This very small assemblage was recovered from four defined contexts:

1. Subsoil: one basesherd of post-medieval glazed red earthenware; one small bodysherd of unglazed well-fired sandy ware. Date: 17th-18th century.

2. Subsoil by [1]: one bodysherd of plain sandy ware. Internal sooting. Date: ?late medieval/post-medieval.

3. Subsoil SE corner base: one small bodysherd, plain sandy ware. Corner of a roof tile (thickness 15 mm). Date: ?late medieval/post-medieval

4. [1] (50): three abraded fragments of CBM. No surviving surfaces. Date: ?late medieval/post-medieval.

Struck flint by Steve Ford
A single struck flint was recovered from the subsoil. It was patinated and edge damaged. It is not closely datable and only a broad Neolithic- Bronze Age date can be suggested. It’s significance for the archaeology of the site is minimal as such finds can be considered as ubiquitous on the chalklands of West Berkshire and its presence here is no more than a casually lost or discarded find.
Conclusion

The evaluation has revealed the presence of cut features of post-medieval date with stray finds of prehistoric, possibly late-medieval and post-medieval date. It has therefore shown that archaeologically relevant levels have survived on this site and that possible archaeologically significant deposits are present. However, neither the cut features nor pottery finds appear to relate to medieval or earlier occupation and as a consequence their significance is diminished. The findings do not obviously have any relationship to the earthworks in the field immediately to the north-west of the site and provide no information as to their date or nature. No direct information was obtained by the excavation to determine if the main road through the village follows the line of a natural terrace or bluff but from a comparison of the topography of the site relative to that on the eastern side of Wallingford Road, it seems more likely that the road occupies a hollow way rather than following a natural feature.
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at S end
	Trench No.
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	3
	1.5
	0.6m
	0-0.4m Turf/topsoil; 0.4-0.6m brown calcareous silty clay subsoil; 0.6m+ red/brown calcareous silty clay (natural geology). Postholes 1 and 2, animal burrows [Plates 1 and 2]


APPENDIX 2: Feature details

	Trench
	Cut
	Fill (s)
	Type
	Date
	Dating evidence

	1
	1
	50
	Posthole
	Post-medieval
	Brick/tile, stratigraphy

	1
	2
	51
	Posthole
	Post-medieval
	stratigraphy
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Figure 1. Location of site within Streatley
and West Berkshire.
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on Wallingford
Road.
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Figure 3. Location of trench on the site. PMC06/116





[image: image4.jpg]3 Place Manor Cottages, Wallingford Road, Streatley, West Berkshire 2006

E 4 1 X
’\/\\/_\ 2 \ \

“
L\ 'y )\\ 1 :
(Im rll“ml‘l st 2m
E\\r’ —_— ‘ //"'Z
[ = —_—

25m

s 61.68m AOD

tile

2.5m

0
PMC06/116

Figure 4. Plan and sections of trench.
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