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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at Thomley Training Centre, Menmarsh Road, Thomley, Oxfordshire (SP 62845 09266) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Michael Gregory, 4 The Manor House, Brill, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, HP18 9RS on behalf of Soundabout.

A planning consent (PO5/W0649) has been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council for an extension to the Thomley Training Centre. This is subject to a condition (3) relating to archaeology, which required a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the District’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Ms Hannah Fluck, then Planning Archaeologist with Oxfordshire County Council, archaeological adviser to the district. The fieldwork was undertaken by Sean Wallis on the 25th July 2006 and the site code is MRT 06/80.

The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museum Service in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located at the Thomley Training Centre, Menmarsh Road, Thomley (Fig 2), c.15km to the east of Oxford. Thomley Hill Farm lies immediately to the south of the site. The underlying geology comprises Corallian Ampthill clay close to the boundary with Oxford Clay (BGS 1994) and the site lies at a height of approximately 74m above Ordnance Datum. 
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the area was highlighted in a brief prepared by Ms Hannah Fluck (Fluck 2005), then of Oxford County Council. In summary, the proposal site lies within close to the deserted medieval village of Thomley, which is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, and field survey (geophysics) has indicated that deposits representing the former extent of the village are present to both the east (within the Scheduled area) and to the west.
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the groundworks. This was to involve investigation of all areas of intrusive groundworks, in particular topsoil and overburden stripping for the area and the digging of service runs.

Foundation trenches for the extension were observed, measuring c.0.70m wide and c.1.30m deep. All spoilheaps were monitored for finds
Results

The foundation trenches observed typically comprised 0.10m of topsoil overlying 0.15m of hardcore. This was overlying 0.40m dark brown silty clay, possibly a buried soil, over mid brown grey subsoil, 0.10m deep overlying light orange brown sandy clay natural. 

A ditch (1) was present in the northernmost trench (Figs 3 and 4). This was only seen in section and appeared to be steep sided although it was not bottomed. Its green/brown sandy silt fill (50) produced a single sherd of Roman pottery and a piece of, most likely, post-medieval tile. There was, however, evidence of modern truncation on the northern edge of this feature.
Finds

Pottery and Tile by Jane Timby
The archaeological work at Menmarsh Lane resulted in the recovery of a single sherd of pottery and a piece of ceramic building material (CBM), both from ditch (1). The pottery is a grey sandy ware base sherd weighing 14g from a closed form of Roman date. 

The CBM (50g) has one flat surface and is made from a poorly consolidated well-fired clay more suggestive of brick rather than roof tile. Although not closely datable it appears to be of post-Roman date (?post-medieval?).

Conclusion

The watching brief has revealed the presence of some deposits of archaeological interest. A ditch was observed which might be of Roman date but its dating is ambiguous as a fragment of brick or tile was also recovered which might be of post-medieval date. It is unclear if this latter item came from the ditch or was introduced by nearby modern disturbance. Thus the Roman dating of this feature is open to question. 
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Figure 1. Location of site within Thomley and
Oxfordshire.
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Figure 2. Location of site within Thomley.
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Figure 3. Location of footings and features observed.
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Figure 5. Section of ditch 1.
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