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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at land adjacent to 6 Addington Road, Reading (SU 72840 72550) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Paul Spokes of G S Property Developments Ltd, 29 Little Heath Road, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 5TY.
A planning consent (05/01417/FUL/BP) has been granted by Reading Borough Council to construct two new semi-detached houses adjacent to 6 Addington Road, Reading. This consent is subject to a condition (13) relating to archaeology which requires a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason, Archaeology Officer with Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the Borough on matters relating to archaeology. The fieldwork was undertaken by Paul Sanderson and Steve Ford between the 27th October and 30th November 2006 and the site code is ARR06/93.

The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located in eastern Reading, a short distance south-east from the Royal Berkshire Hospital, on the south side of Addington Road and to the east of Malvern Court in a primarily residential area (Fig. 2). The development entailed the demolition of the existing garages and construction of two new semi-detached houses. The site lies on the margins of one of the lower terraces of the Thames valley. The underlying geology is mapped as Reading Beds (BGS 1946) and this was seen in the footings. It was quite variable with both clay and clayey gravel patches present and it is possible that the gravel represents marginal elements of the terrace edge which lies further to the north. The site lies at a height of c.53m above Ordnance Datum and slopes moderately down towards the north. 
Archaeological background

The site lies within the Thames/Kennet Valley which is generally considered to be of high archaeological potential. An evaluation carried out in 2003 approximately 55m west of this site found a pit of Bronze Age date, with stray flint finds of late Neolithic date. A follow-up investigation found a small number of gullies of uncertain date along with a hoard of Iron Age iron currency bars (Mundin 2003; Ford forthcoming). Other than these finds no archaeology is recorded in the vicinity on the Berkshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). However, within the mature urban context in which the site lies, there are few opportunities for archaeological sites and finds to be discovered and the lack of entries in the SMR is likely to reflect this rather than a genuine absence of archaeology.

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the new construction work. This was to involve examination of all areas of topsoil stripping, ground reduction and the digging of trenches for foundations and services for structures as necessary. 
Results

Three monitoring visits were made, with observation of removal of existing buildings and the excavation of trenches for the new foundations. The initial observations of the removal of the existing buildings revealed only modern made ground.

The excavation of footings for plot 1 encountered a large number of existing foundations and services such that it was necessary for an area larger than the new building footprint to be reduced to the depth of the proposed foundations (Fig. 3). At the north end of the plot, this truncation was only down to just below the subsoil but required removal of up to 1m of more recent dump deposits on top. At the south end of the plot, the drop in height from the current ground surface was 1.5m with 0.85m of modern dump material above the brick floor levels of an earlier structure. Beneath this was the clay with gravel patches of the natural geology. 
The excavation for the footings of plot 2 were more conventional and these were approximately 1.2m deep and 0.6m wide with some truncation of the modern dump material at the south end of the site prior to the trenches being dug (Fig. 3). The stratigraphy seen in these trenches at the north-western portion of the plot consisted of 0.2m of topsoil above 0.2m of brown clayey subsoil above the natural geology which was primarily gravelly for this plot (Fig. 4). Progressively more dumping of modern material was present above the subsoil further east with truncation of both topsoil and subsoil to the south, above which were dump deposits and floor deposits of the previous structures. A modern drain cut and an old footing traversed this plot. 
No archaeological deposits were observed for either plot., No artefacts earlier than the late 19th or 20th centuries were noted (not retained) from the spoilheaps or trench sides .
Conclusion

No archaeological finds or features were noted during this watching brief. 
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Figure 1. Location of site within Reading and
Berkshire.
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Figure 2. Location of site on Addington Road.
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Figure 3. Detailed location of watching brief.
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Figure 4: Representative section (plot 2, north west part) ARR 06/93
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