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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out 122 New Wokingham Road, Crowthorne, Wokingham, Berkshire (SU 8329 6494) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Ryan Schofield of Rose Cottage, 122 New Wokingham Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire.

Planning consent (F/2005/4582) has been granted by Wokingham District Council to erect a new detached three-bedroom house and detached garage on land adjacent to 122 New Wokingham Road. The consent is subject to a condition relating to archaeology which requires a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks. 
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and Wokingham District Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason, Archaeological Officer for Berkshire Archaeology and was carried out between the 3rd April and 19th December 2006 and the site code is NWR05/39.
The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the east side of New Wokingham Road at the junction with Oaklands Lane, on the northern margins of Crowthorne (Fig. 2). The site is currently a driveway and garden of 122 New Wokingham Road. The underlying geology is Bracklesham Beds (BGS 1981) and the site lies at a height of approximately 70m above Ordnance Datum.

Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site derives from its location within an area containing a modest range of sites and finds of prehistoric and Roman dates (Ford 1987). An earthwork aligned NW–SE is recorded in the Berkshire Sites and Monuments relatively close to the site and it is considered possible that this a branch from the Roman road from Silchester to London (Devil’s Highway). The Devil’s Highway is located approximately 670m south of the site, while the closest extant section of the earthwork is approximately 200m to the north-west. 
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the new construction work. This involved examination of all areas of topsoil stripping, landscaping, ground reduction and the digging of foundation and service trenches. 

Results

The watching brief observed the digging of the footing trenches for the new building and the digging of a soakaway and connecting service (Fig. 3). The trenches were dug using a small 360° type machine and measured 0.65m wide and were between 0.7m and 1m deep (Fig. 4). The stratigraphy revealed typically consisted of 0.3m of topsoil above yellow/grey sand which was the natural geology. 

The excavation of the soakaway was located on the site of an existing soakaway. The new soakaway was approximately 1.5m square and dug to a depth of 1.2m The stratigraphy was very similar to that observed in the footing trenches. 

The new service trench dug was 0.6m wide and 0.7m deep. It again revealed the simple stratigraphy observed elsewhere on the site.
The area of the proposed new garage was not monitored as the foundations for this were to be too shallow to encounter the archaeologically relevant horizon (beneath the topsoil).

No archaeological deposits were observed in any of the trenches dug and no finds were recovered from the spoilheaps.
Conclusion

This watching brief did not reveal any archaeological deposits in the observed trenches. No artefacts (other than modern material which was not retained) were recovered from the spoilheaps or the trenches themselves.
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Figure 1. Location of site within Crowthorne
and Berkshire.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Pathfinder 1189 SU86/96
at 1:12500.
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122 New Wokingham Road, Crowthorne,
Figure 2. Location of site within Crowthorne.
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Figure 3. Detailed location of watching brief.
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Figure 4. Representative section NWR 06/39
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