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Summary
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Grid reference: SP5327 0398
Site activity: Field evaluation
Date and duration of project: 17th–18th January 2007
Project manager: Steve Ford
Site supervisor: Stephen Hammond
Site code: IHO 06/154
Area of site: 0.54ha
Summary of results: No finds or artefacts were uncovered in three trenches across the site.
Monuments identified: None.
Location and reference of archive: The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Oxfordshire Museum Service in due course. 
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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out at Iffley House, Anne Greenwood Close, Iffley Turn, Oxford (SP5327 0398) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Ms Karen Lister of Mouchel Parkman, Stratton Court, Kimber Road, Abingdon Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG on behalf of Oxfordshire County Council. 
Planning permission is to be sought from Oxfordshire County Council to redevelop the site for housing. As a consequence of the possibility of archaeological deposits on the site which may be damaged or destroyed by groundworks, a field observation has been requested in the form of an evaluation
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the County Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Paul Smith, County Archaeological Officer for Oxfordshire County Council following an initial design brief issued by him. The fieldwork was undertaken by Stephen Hammond with the assistance of David Platt and the site code is IHO 06/154. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Oxfordshire Museum Service in due course. 
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the east side of Anne Greenwood close, Iffley Turn, Oxford on an irregular parcel of land. The site is currently occupied by a former old people’s home and associated gardens (Fig. 2). It lies at an approximate height of 75m above Ordnance Datum to the south sloping down to 70m AOD in the north. The underlying geology according to the British Geological Survey (BGS 1994) is Littlemore Member (marl and limestone) close to a boundary with Beckley Sand Member (sand and calcareous sandstone). An orange sandy natural was revealed in the evaluation trenches. 
Archaeological background

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential with human burial remains recorded to the south of the site which could represent an isolated burial or potentially be part of a complex of Roman occupation. An extensive complex of Roman occupation and pottery production in this suburb of Oxford forms part of a wider landscape of pottery production on the southern and eastern margins of Oxford whose products were traded extensively across southern England in Roman times (Young 1977).
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. Any work carried out was to be done in a manner which would not compromise the integrity of archaeological features or deposits which might warrant preservation in situ, or might be better excavated under conditions pertaining to full excavation. The specific research aims of the project were;

To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on the site.
To determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present.
To determine if archaeological deposits representing Roman occupation or pottery production are present.
In order to achieve these objectives, it was decided to excavate three trenches, each 10m long and 1.5m wide across the site, with a contingency of 10m of additional trenching should the nature of initial findings need to be clarified further. Due to access restrictions, this would be done using a Kubota-type machine fitted with a ditching bucket to expose archaeologically sensitive levels. Sufficient of any archaeological features present would be excavated or sampled by hand to satisfy the aims of the brief.

Results

In total three trenches were excavated ranging in length from 10.15m to 10.95m. All three were 1.6m wide (Fig. 3). A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1. 

Trench 1 
This trench was 10.12m long, 1.12m deep and aligned east-west. The stratigraphy noted in section consisted of 0.47m of grey/brown topsoil overlying 0.53m of light brown sandy subsoil which in turn sealed a mid orange sand natural which continued to the base of the trench. A test pit was dug at the west end of the trench that was 0.75m in length and dug down a depth of 1.56m. This showed that the mid orange natural continued to a depth of 1.54m before changing to a mid yellow sand. No finds or archaeological features were revealed in this trench.
Trench 2 (Plate 1)
Aligned north-south this trench was 10.15m in length with a depth of 0.88m. The stratigraphy comprised 0.52m of grey/brown topsoil covering 0.30m of brown sandy subsoil. This sealed a mid orange sand natural which continued to the base of the trench. Frequent roots were noted in both the topsoil and subsoil. No finds were recovered nor archaeological deposits observed in this trench.

Trench 3 (Plate 2 )

Measuring 10.95m in length and 0.78m in depth, this trench was aligned NE–SW. The stratigraphy comprised 0.43m of grey/brown topsoil overlying 0.26m of brown sandy subsoil which in turn covered a mid orange sand natural which continued to the base of the trench. Frequent roots were also noted in both the topsoil and subsoil. Again, no finds or archaeological deposits were observed in this trench. 
Finds

No finds were recovered from the evaluation trenches nor from a search of the resultant spoilheaps
Conclusion

Despite the potential of this site, the evaluation failed to locate any artefacts or deposits of archaeological interest. It is therefore unlikely that any groundworks associated with the redevelopment of the site will have an impact on any archaeological remains. 
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at S or W end
	Trench 
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	10.12
	1.6
	1.12
	0-0.47m grey/brown topsoil; 0.47-1.00m light brown sandy subsoil;  1.00m+ mid orange slightly clayey sand natural. Test pit dug at west end of the trench to a depth of 1.56m. 

	2
	10.15
	1.6
	0.88
	0-0.52m grey/brown topsoil; 0.52-0.82m mid brown sandy subsoil; 0.82m+ mid orange sand natural. [Plate 1]

	3
	10.95
	1.6
	0.78
	0-0.43m grey/brown topsoil; 0.43-0.69m mid brown sandy subsoil; 0.69m+ mid orange sand natural. [Plate 2]
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