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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out at land to the rear of Baytree Cottage and Roselyn, Hyde End Road, School Green, Shinfield, Berkshire (SU 7323 6875) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr John Fahy of GVA Grimley LLP, 10 Stratton Street, London, W1J 8JR on behalf of the Assura Group Ltd, PO Box 327, Suite 4 Albert House, South Esplanade, St Peter Port, Guernsey, GY1 3TX. 
Planning consent (F/2006/8737) has been gained from Wokingham District Council for the construction of a new health centre, children’s clinic and pharmacy with vehicular access, parking and landscaping etc. As a consequence of the possibility of archaeological deposits on the site which may be damaged or destroyed by groundworks, the consent is subject to a condition relating to archaeology which requires a programme of archaeological works, to consist in the first instance of field evaluation which would provide information on the archaeological potential of the site and inform an appropriate mitigation strategy if necessary.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the District Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason, Archaeology Officer with Berkshire Archaeology, archaeological advisers to the District Council. The fieldwork was undertaken by Stephen Hammond with the assistance of Ceri Falys on the 1st and 2nd February 2007 and the site code is SHC 07/14. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Reading Museum in due course. 
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on an irregular plot of land to the rear of Baytree Cottage and Roselyn, Hyde End Road, School Green, Shinfield, Berkshire (Fig. 2), lying at an height of c. 47m above Ordnance Datum. Currently, the site is mostly undeveloped green field with the northern edge of the site having been quarried previously. The site is surrounded to the west and south by open fields with domestic dwellings and infrastructure to the north and east. The underlying geology according to the British Geological Survey (BGS 1946) is Valley Gravel.
Archaeological background
The archaeological potential of the site has been highlighted in a brief for the project prepared by Mr. David Thomason of Berkshire Archaeology. In summary various archaeological evaluations and excavations in adjacent areas revealed deposits of Iron Age date and field ditches of Roman date. Iron Age deposits have been located to the north in Shinfield (Taylor 2001; forthcoming) and other finds of prehistoric date are recorded in the vicinity. The site lies in the margins of the Loddon Valley and a relatively recent field survey and earlier aerial photography has indicated the archaeological potential of the area with the prehistoric occupation site represented by a dense scatter of struck flints to the south-east (Ford 1997; Gates 1975). As a consequence, the site has the potential to contain further deposits of Iron Age date.
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological or palaeoenvironmental deposits within the area of development. The specific research aims of the project were;

To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on site.

To determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present. 

To determine if deposits of prehistoric, Roman, Saxon or medieval date are present on the site.

In order to achieve these objectives it was decided to dig four trenches, each 28m long and 1.6m wide. The trenches were designed to be located as close as possible to the positions stated in the project specification with the intention of examining the proposed footprint of the new buildings. However, a degree of pragmatism would be employed once details of site services and other restrictions became apparent, in particular the extent of previously quarried areas. Topsoil and overburden would be removed using a JCB-type machine under archaeological supervision with all resulting spoilheaps being monitored for finds. Sufficient of any archaeological features or deposits present would be excavated or sampled by hand to satisfy the aims of the brief without compromising the integrity of archaeological features or deposits which warrant preservation in situ or might be better excavated under conditions pertaining to full excavation. 

A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1.
Results

In the event, a total of five trenches were excavated across the site ranging in length from 2.00m to 30.70m (Fig. 3). Trench 4 was found to have been located within the boundaries of a former quarry and was not dug to its full extent, An additional trench (5) was excavated further to the south-west to maintain the agreed sample size. 
Trench 1 
This trench was 30.00m long, 0.55m deep and aligned approximately E-W. The stratigraphy revealed consisted of 0.30m of grey/brown topsoil overlying 0.20m of mid orange/brown silty/clay subsoil which in turn sealed a mid orange clay natural with frequent sandy gravel inclusions. A number of clayey patches and stripes were investigated but were considered as being of non-archaeological (geological or biological or modern agricultural) origin. No finds or archaeological features were identified.
Trench 2 (Plate 1)
Aligned approximately ENE-WSW this trench was 29.80m long and 0.52m deep. The stratigraphy consisted of 0.24m of topsoil covering 0.24m of mid orange/brown silty/clay subsoil which sealed the first naturally occurring geological horizon consisting of mid orange clay with frequent patches of sandy gravel (Fig. 4). A number of clayey patches, some of which were grey (Plate 1) were again investigated but were again considered as being of non-archaeological  origin. No finds or archaeological features were uncovered.
Trench 3

Trench 3 was 30.70m in length, 0.42m in depth and was aligned approximately ESE-WSW. The stratigraphy consisted of 0.26m of  topsoil overlying 0.14m of mid orange/brown silty/clay subsoil that was noted to seal the natural geology consisting of mid orange clay with frequent flint gravel. A number of clayey patches and stripes were observed and investigated but were considered as being of non-archaeological  origin. No finds or archaeological features were uncovered. 
Trench 4

This trench was aligned approximately E-W and was 2.00m long. From existing plans it was apparent that this trench was likely to be within the confines of a former quarry and once this was confirmed, the trench was abandoned. Excavation of this trench showed that made ground continued to a depth of 1.05m and beyond. 
Trench 5 (Plate 2)
Aligned approximately NW-SE, with a length of 29.00m and a depth of 0.40m, this trench was found to contain 0.30m of mid grey/brown clay/silt topsoil covering 0.08m of mid orange/brown sandy clay subsoil. This in turn sealed a mid orange clay natural with patches of sand and flint gravels (Fig. 4). A number of clayey patches were observed and investigated but were considered as being of non-archaeological  origin. No archaeological finds or features were unearthed. 
Finds

No finds of archaeological interest were recovered from the evaluation.
Conclusion

This evaluation was unsuccessful in locating any finds or features of archaeological interest. The northern  part of the site (mainly on the access road) was confirmed as having been quarried and subsequently backfilled. It is unlikely therefore that the proposed development will adversely affect any buried archaeological remains. 
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at South or West end
	Trench 
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	30.00
	1.6
	0.55
	0-0.30m dark grey/brown silty/clay topsoil; 0.30-0.50m mid orange/brown silty/clay subsoil; 0.50m+ mid orange clay natural with frequent sandy gravel inclusions. 

	2
	29.80
	1.6
	0.52
	0-0.24m topsoil; 0.24-0.48m mid orange/brown silty/clay subsoil;  0.48m+ mid orange clay natural with frequent patches of sandy gravel. [Pl. 1]

	3
	30.70
	1.6
	0.42
	0-0.26m topsoil; 0.26-0.40m mid orange/brown silty/clay subsoil.;  0.40m+ mid orange clay with frequent flint gravels. 

	4
	2.00
	1.6
	1.05
	Turf and made ground 1.05m+ Natural not seen. Abandoned.

	5
	29.00
	1.6
	0.40
	0-0.30m topsoil; 0.30-0.38m mid orange/brown sandy clay subsoil;  0.38m+ mid orange clay natural with patches of sand and flint gravels. [Pl. 2]
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Figure 1. Location of site within Shinfield
and Berkshire.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Pathfinder 1188 SU66/76 at
1:12500. Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site off Hyde End
Road.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital mapping under licence.
Scale: 1:1250
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Figure 3. Plan of trenches
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Figure 4. Representative sections at end of Trench 2 and Trench 5
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Plate 1. Trench 2 looking east, horizontal scales 2m, 1m,

vertical
scale 0.5m.
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Plate 2. Trench , looking noftAl;-x‘xoﬁh west, horizontal scales 2m, 1m,
vertical scale 0.5m.
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