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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at 7-15 Warwick Road, Banbury, Oxfordshire (SP 453 407) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Neil Clarke of Oxford Architects, Bagley Croft, Hinksey Hill, Oxford, OX1 5BS on behalf of Leonard Cheshire Care Homes.

A planning application (03/01203/OUT) was approved by Cherwell District Council for the demolition of existing structures and the construction of new flats on the site and a Care Home. One of the conditions applied related to archaeology, specifying that a programme of archaeological works be carried out during any intrusive groundworks.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the District’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was to take the form of a watchign brief, and was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Paul Smith, Oxfordshire County Archaeological Officer, archaeological adviser to the District. 
The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Ford, Sean Wallis Andrew Weale and Jennifer Lowe between 15th August 2006 and 22nd January 2007 and the site code is WRB06/42. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Oxfordshire Museums Service in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located close to the middle of Banbury, on the south side of Warwick Road and west of North Bar (Fig. 2). Prior to development the site was used for car sales and a play facility. The site lies at approximately 97m above Ordnance Datum and the natural geology in the area is mapped as Lower Lias (BGS 1982). The site now falls gently from south to north but the original slope was much steeper; the southern portion of the site has been heavily truncated by a terrace up to 3m deep set into the natural slope. 
Archaeological background

As noted in the design brief prepared for this project by Oxfordshire County Archaeological Service (Smith 2006) the archaeological potential of the site stems from its position within the historic core of the medieval Borough of Banbury, close to the northern limits of the town thought to be defined by five gates (including North Bar) and a ditch (Munby et al 1975). Previous archaeological trial trenching has taken place on this site but no deposits of archaeological significance were recorded within the site. Features considered to be infilled river channels were noted (TR 1994). However, this trenching was limited to the northern part of the site. An evaluation on adjacent land to the east only revealed deposits of late post-medieval date which had truncated the archaeologically relevant horizon (Hindmarch 2001).
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the groundworks. This was to involve examination of all areas of intrusive groundworks, in particular ground reduction, the digging of trenches for ground beams, trenches for lift pits and any service runs. 
Results

Ground beams (Care Home)
The ground beams for this structure were 1.2m wide and between 0.8m and 1.00m deep (Figs 3 and 4). Those in the western block of building, in the majority, showed made ground with concrete and rubble above. However in the north-western part of this block the stratigraphy differed. Made ground of 0.25m overlay a thin layer of buried soil 0.07m deep, which appeared to overlie a shallow cut 500. This was at least c.10m north–south and 11m east–west and it was at least 0.59m deep, with a silty clay fill (1050) yet unfortunately no finds were observed and the feature is undated. This cut truncated the natural geology ( a mid brown yellow clay) (Fig. 4). 
Within the eastern block the ground beams were cut through modern made ground onto yellow brown clay geology, however in some of the trenches there was modern disturbance throughout the trench. In one of the northern ground beams a ditch (501) was observed aligned approximately east–west. It was 1m wide, V-shaped, and at least 0.70m deep; it was not bottomed within the trench (Fig. 4). This was sealed by made ground and cut the natural clay geology. A small undiagnostic piece of animal bone was recovered from its mottled grey clay fill (1051).
Ground beams (Flats)
The groundbeams for these structures were 1.00–1.20m wide and between 0.80 and 1.00m deep. The stratigraphy consisted of demolition rubble 0.50m deep onto a buried soil deposit which contained brick and tile. No archaeology was observed.
Soakaways
Three soakaways were excavated. 

Soakaway A
This was 1.60m by 1.50m and was 1.30m deep. The stratigraphy within this was 0.50m of made ground onto the natural geology, an orange silty clay. No archaeology was observed.

Soakaway B 

This was 2.70m by 1.90m and 1.20m deep. The stratigraphy within this was shown to be 0.50m of made ground onto 0.70m of a mid grey silty clay which contained brick rubble and a redundant plastic service pipe. No archaeology was observed.

Soakaway C 

This was 2.70m by 1.90m and 1.80m deep. The stratigraphy within was 0.40m of made ground onto the natural geology, an orange silty clay. No archaeology was observed.
Service trench

A 40m stretch of service run was observed between the soakaways. This was 1m wide and c. 0.70m deep. The stratigraphy was 0.50m of made ground onto the natural silty clay geology which was reduced by a further 0.20m. No archaeology was observed.
Finds

A single fragment of unidentifiable animal bone was recovered from ditch 501(1051). Modern brick and tile fragments observed in the made ground were not retained.
Conclusion

The results of the watching brief in the main were negative and it appears that the majority of the site has been disturbed and/or truncated with made ground directly overlying the natural geology. This is probably a result of construction of the previous building on this part of the site. However, in the northern portion of the Care Home site possible archaeological deposits do exist, comprising a ditch (501) and a large pit or quarry. Unfortunately neither feature produced dateable finds.
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Figure 1. Location of site within Banbury and
Oxfordshire.
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Pathfinder 1022 and 1045

at 1:12500
Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on Warwick Road.
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Figure 3. Locations of proposed development and features observed. WRB 06/42
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Figure 4. Sections
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