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Summary

Site name: 5a Alexandra Road, Reading, Berkshire.
Grid reference: SU 72850 73000
Site activity: Watching Brief

Date and duration of project: 25th January – 1st February 2007
Project manager: Steve Ford

Site supervisor: Danielle Milbank
Site code: ALR 06/150
Area of site: 1900 sq m.
Summary of results: No finds or deposits of archaeological relevance were observed during this watching brief.
Monuments identified: None
Location and reference of archive: The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out on a plot of land adjacent to 5 Alexandra Road, Reading, Berkshire (SU 72850 73000) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Ms Frances Candlin of Highfield Developments Ltd., 17 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading, Berkshire, RG4 9SS.
A planning consent (06/00955/FUL/KS.1) was granted by Reading Borough Council to construct a new detached house at the above address. This was subject to a condition requiring an archaeological watching brief to be carried out during intrusive groundworks.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason, Archaeology Officer with Berkshire Archaeology acting as advisers to the Borough on matters of archaeology. The fieldwork was undertaken by Danielle Milbank between  25th January and 1st February 2007 and the site code is ALR 06/150.
The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located near the northern end of Alexandra Road, where it joins London Road (A4) (Fig. 2). The land here is quite flat (c.45-46m AOD), with a very shallow gradient down to the north. The natural geology in the area is listed as Valley Gravel (BGS 1946) and this was observed on site as a clayey gravel.
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site stems from its location in an area known to have produced prehistoric finds and deposits. A short distance to the south archaeological evaluation and subsequent monitoring found a number of Neolithic struck flints, a late Bronze Age pit and a hoard of Iron Age currency bars (sword-shaped ingots) (Ford forthcoming). It is possible that the presence of the currency bars points to the presence of Iron Age occupation in the vicinity, although it is not uncommon for them to appear in isolation (Hingley 1991).
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the groundworks. This was to involve examination of all areas of intrusive groundworks, in particular any ground reduction, digging of foundation trenches for the house and service runs/soakaways as necessary.

Results

Topsoil was removed from the footprint of the new building to a depth of 0.2m prior to the digging of the foundation trenches. The foundation trenches were all 0.8m wide with variable depths from 1m to 1.8m (Figs 3 and 4). Some parts of the footing trenches were significantly widened. The stratigraphy typically revealed 0.22m of topsoil with many tree roots above 0.38m of an orange/brown sandy silt with some gravel, interpreted as subsoil, above the natural geology, an orange sandy clay with some gravel. 
No service trenches were examined as those, such as drains, close to the new house were shallow and founded in the subsoil level. 

Two soakaways were dug, one to the front (B) and one to the rear (A) of the plot. A sondage was also dug within the rear of the building footprint. The soakaway holes were about 3m long and 1.4m wide and both were dug to an excess of 2.1m deep, well into the natural geology. The stratigraphy revealed was similar to that observed for the footing trenches although for the front soakaway (B) the topsoil was thicker as it merged with made ground (including brick/tile etc). The sondage was smaller, c. 0.8m x 1.2m across and only about 1m deep. Stratigraphy, again was similar.
No deposits of archaeological interest were observed in any of the ground disturbed areas. 
Finds

No finds were recovered from site, the only artefacts noted being of obviously modern date (such as ash and coal fragments, and brick and tile fragments).

Conclusion

No find nor deposits of archaeological interest were observed during this watching brief.
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Figure 1. Location of site within Reading
and Berkshire.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey map SU77SW (1990) at 1:5000.
Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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Figure 3. Areas observed during the watching brief. ALR 06/150
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Figure 4. Representative section.
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