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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at St Mary’s and St Edburga’s Church, Stratton Audley, Oxfordshire (SP5085 2603) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mrs D Howarth of Stratton Audley Parochial Church Council Restoration and Fabric Committee, 12 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley, Oxfordshire, OX27 9BN. 
A Faculty has been granted by the Diocese of Oxford to install a new toilet in the church and dig a trench in the churchyard for a new sewer. A programme of archaeological work, in this case a watching brief during intrusive groundworks, has been requested as a requirement of the Faculty. 

The fieldwork was undertaken by Sean Wallis on 11th April 2007 and the site code is SAC07/42.The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Oxfordshire County Museum Service in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The church is located within its churchyard on the southern margins of the current built up area of the village (Fig. 2). It lies on level ground at an approximate height of c. 83m AOD, above the level of surrounding areas beyond the church yard boundaries. The underlying geology according to the British Geological Survey is Jurassic limestone (Cornbrash)(BGS 2002). 
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential for the site is derived from its location within the parish churchyard. The parish church is usually considered to lie close to the centre of a historic (late Saxon/medieval) settlement. Stratton Audley is mentioned in Domesday Book (Williams and Martin 2002) and is likely to be of late Saxon origins though the more visible remains such as the church and nearby moat (manor house site) are likely to be of medieval date. The church and moat now lie on the southern margins of the village suggesting that the location of the settlement has drifted northwards over time. The village also lies on the line of the Roman road between the Roman towns of Alchester and Towcester. 
The church itself retains some traces of late Saxon and early medieval fabric but is mostly of 13th-15th century date. 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the groundworks. This was to involve examination of the digging of the service trench and any additional ground disturbance associated with the new toilet.
Results

The service pipe trench was dug along an existing path from the west side of the church northwards to the gate and to the main service in Launton Road, a distance of c. 24m (Fig. 3). The trench was 0.35m wide, 0.5m deep at the southern end and 0.7m deep at the northern end. Two openings were made into the church either side of the tower buttresses. 

The stratigraphy comprised 0.1m of shingle for the path surface above 0.1-0.3m of buried topsoil above 0.3-0.7m of made ground comprising clayey silt soil and limestone fragments (Fig. 4). The natural limestone (cornbrash) geology was only observed at the extreme northern end of the trench by the church gate.

No archaeological finds or deposits were observed. Somewhat surprisingly no burial remains, articulated or otherwise were observed. 

Conclusion

This small watching brief has observed excavation in the churchyard but revealed neither the remains of human burials nor any finds or deposits of archaeological interest.
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Figure 2. Location of church on Launton Road.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital mapping under licence.
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Figure 3. Location of groundworks observed during watching brief. SAC 07/42
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Figure 4. Representative section of pipe trench. SAC 07/42
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