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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out on land to off Wexham Road, Wexham Park, Slough, Berkshire (SU 9870 8185) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Peter Malone of Feltham Construction, Mandarin Court, Hambridge Road, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 5SQ on behalf of Hanover Housing Association, Hanover House, 1 Bridge Close, Staines, Middlesex, TW18 4TB.
Planning permission (P/09013/001) has been granted by Slough Borough Council for the construction of a new care home, landscaping, access road and ancillary facilities. An area of open space is included within the site boundary. In order to determine the archaeological potential of the site a field evaluation has been requested. This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and Slough Borough Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason of Berkshire Archaeology, archaeological advisers to the council. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Ford, Andrew Lawler and Simon Cass between 2nd and 18th May 2007 and the site code is WRE 07/54. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Reading Museum in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the northern margins of Slough and comprises a roughly rectangular parcel of land currently rough pasture but which was formerly a nursery. To the north lies the current nursery and to the south are various community sports facilities and open space. The field in which the site lies continues beyond the development site boundary to Wexham Road to the west and to the east (Figs 1 and 2). The site lies mostly on level ground at a height of c. 35m AOD but slopes down moderately to the west. The underlying geology comprises Boyn Hill terrace gravel with Brickearth just to the south (BGS 1974). The natural geology observed in all the trenches was gravel.
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site has been highlighted in a brief prepared by Mr David Thomason of Berkshire Archaeology. In summary, the site lies in an area which until recently, had revealed few archaeological deposits (Ford 1987). However, from the results of recent fieldwork, the site can now be considered to lie in a locally rich area of archaeological deposits. To the south-east lies the Wexham Court Moat - a medieval manorial complex - and to the north lies the site of a hamlet of Stoke Green that is of post-medieval date but which may have earlier origins. To the east, just beyond the county boundary lies an extensive Roman settlement (Ford in prep). The site is also situated on a gravel  terrace associated with Palaeolithic occupation  and a number of findspots are recorded for the area. However, in-situ remains of this date are rare and are usually located deeply buried beneath the gravel deposits (Wymer 1999, map 7). 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. 
Specific aims of the project were:
To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on the site;
To determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present.
It was proposed to dig 15 trenches, each 20m long and 1.6m wide (c. 4.1% of the developable site area). The trenches were to be dug by a machine fitted with a ditching bucket under constant archaeological supervision. Spoilheaps were to be searched for finds. A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1.
Results

Sixteen trenches were eventually dug ranging in length from 9.5m-23.4m. The locations of the trenches are shown on Figure 3. 

Trench 1

This trench was 23.4m long and 0.28-0.5m deep aligned east-west. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of turf and topsoil above gravel. Ditch 6 aligned north–south was 1.2m wide and 0.5m deep (Plate 1). It contained a large fragment of post-medieval tile to provide dating evidence (Figs 4 and 5). A possible posthole (4) was investigated at 11m.  This feature was 0.21m across and 0.09m deep but did not contain any dating evidence. However, its loose fill suggests a relatively modern date.
Trench 2
This trench was 24.2m long and 0.3m deep aligned north–south. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of turf and topsoil above 0.03m of sandy clay subsoil above gravel. Three posthole-sized features were observed, two of which were shown to be no more than slight depressions in the gravel. The remaining feature contained remains of fibrous plant pot, presumably relating to use of the site as nursery. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 3
This trench was 8m long and 0.4m deep aligned east-west. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of turf and topsoil above 0.15m of sandy clay subsoil above gravel. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 4
This trench was 20.6m long and 0.38m deep aligned north–south. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of turf and topsoil above 0.15m of subsoil above gravel. A disturbed area at 6m contained modern brick fragments. No archaeological deposits were revealed. 
Trench 5
This trench was 20.8m long and 0.3m deep aligned north–south. The stratigraphy comprised 0.25m of turf and topsoil above 0.03m of subsoil above gravel.. No archaeological deposits were revealed. 

Trench 6
This trench was 20.0m long and 0.25m deep aligned north–south. The stratigraphy comprised 0.22m of turf and topsoil above 0.03m of subsoil above gravel. A posthole-sized feature (3) was investigated but shown to be very shallow and of doubtful authenticity. Two linear stripes were the result of wheel rutting. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 7
This trench was 27.0m long and 0.35-0.55m deep aligned east-west. The stratigraphy comprised 0.25m of turf and topsoil above 0.05m of subsoil above gravel. The western end of the trench had been disturbed to a depth of 0.5m. The infill contained chalk fragments and is considered to be of late post medieval date. A more recent posthole cut this deposit. A gully at the eastern end of the trench corresponded with an extant earthwork which is probably part of the use of site for the nursery. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 8
This trench was 24m long and 0.35m deep aligned SW–NE. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of turf and topsoil above 0.05m of subsoil above gravel. A disturbed area at 21m was shallow and contained modern brick fragments. Similarly a patch of charcoal and disturbance at 17m is also considered to be of modern date. No archaeological deposits were revealed. 
Trench 9
This trench was 18.8m long and 0.4m deep aligned SW–NE. The stratigraphy comprised 0.25m of turf and topsoil (with some made ground) above 0.10m of subsoil above gravel.. A modern pit containing breeze block was present at 15m. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  
Trench 10
This trench was 19.6m long and 0.3m deep aligned east–west. The stratigraphy comprised 0.25m of turf and topsoil above 0.03m of subsoil above gravel. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 11
This trench was 13.1m long and 0.3m-0.45m deep aligned SE–NW (Plate 2). The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of turf and topsoil above 0.05m of subsoil above gravel. A disturbed area was present at the north-western end which related to the presence of a former driveway indicated on the Ordnance Survey maps (Fig. 2). Ditch 5 at the south-eastern end of the site was aligned NE–SW and was 0.8m wide and 0.5m deep. It contained fragments of post-medieval tile to provide dating evidence (Figs 4 and 5).  

Trench 12
This trench was 18.4m long and 0.3m deep aligned roughly north–south. The stratigraphy comprised 0.25m of turf and topsoil above 0.03m of subsoil above gravel.. A modern pit containing chain-link fencing was present at 12m. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 13
This trench was 19.3m long and 0.35m deep, aligned north–south. The stratigraphy comprised 0.20m of turf and topsoil above 0.10m of subsoil above gravel. A shallow modern pit containing brick fragments was present at 10m and various root disturbance was present at 8m. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 14
This trench was 20.2m long and 0.35m deep aligned east–west. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of turf and topsoil with some made ground above 0.10m of subsoil above gravel. An oval patch (2) was investigated at the western end of the trench and was 0.7m across but only 0.09m deep. It contained a fragment of late post-medieval pottery (or plant pot).  No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 15
This trench was 21.0m long and 0.38m deep aligned east–west. The stratigraphy comprised 0.25m of turf and topsoil above 0.15m of subsoil above gravel. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  

Trench 16
This trench was 9.5m long and 0.3m deep aligned E-W. The stratigraphy comprised 0.20m of turf and topsoil above 0.05m of subsoil above gravel. An area of disturbance containing clinker was investigated at 4m. No archaeological deposits were revealed.  
Finds

Pottery by Jane Timby
A single sherd of Roman pottery (3g) was recovered from the spoilheap of trench 1.
Struck flint by Steve Ford
Two struck flints, both flakes, were recovered from Trenches 14 and 15. Neither of the pieces is closely datable and only a broad Neolithic -Bronze Age date  can be suggested.

Conclusion

The evaluation revealed a modest number of features cutting the natural geology, most of which were unambiguously of modern date and of no archaeological significance. Two ditches of post-medieval date were also revealed but considered to be of slight archaeological significance at most. Similarly  a sherd of Roman pottery and two prehistoric struck flints recovered from the spoilheaps are of interest but of only slight archaeological significance. It is considered that the site has low archaeological potential. 

References

BGS, 1974, British Geological Survey, 1:50000, Sheet 255, Solid and Drift Edition, Keyworth

Ford, S, 1987, East Berkshire Archaeological Survey, Berkshire County Counc Dept Highways and Planning Occas Pap 1, Reading

Ford, S, in prep, Roman occupation at Wexham, near Slough, Buckinghamshire. Thames Valley Archaeological Services project 04/109, Reading

PPG16, 1990, Archaeology and Planning, Dept of the Environment Planning Policy Guidance 16, HMSO

Wymer, J J, 1999, The Lower Palaeolithic occupation of Britain, Salisbury

APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at S or West end
	Trench No.
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	23.4
	1.6
	0.28 E; 0.5W
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ natural geology, gravel. Ditch 6

	2
	24.2
	1.6
	0.3
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.28 subsoil; 0.28m+ natural geology, gravel. Three possible modern postholes

	3
	10.6
	1.6
	0.4
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel.

	4
	20.6
	1.6
	0.38
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern disturbance at 5m

	5
	20.8
	1.6
	0.3
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel.

	6
	20.0
	1.6
	0.25
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern posthole at 17m; wheel ruts at 7m

	7
	27.0
	1.6
	0.35E; 0.5W
	0-0.28m topsoil; 0.28-0.30m subsoil; 0.30m+ Natural geology, gravel. Post medieval disturbance at 1m; Modern gully at 25m

	8
	24.0
	1.6
	0.35
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.25-0.3m subsoil; 0.3m+ Natural geology, gravel. Disturbed areas at 17m and 21m

	9
	18.8
	1.6
	0.4
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern pit and disturbance at 15m and 18m

	10
	19.6
	1.6
	0.3
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.28m subsoil; 0.28m+ Natural geology, gravel.

	11
	13.1
	1.6
	0.45E; 0.3W
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern disturbance at west end. ditch 5

	12
	18.4
	1.6
	0.3
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.28m subsoil; 0.28m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern pit at 12m

	13
	19.3
	1.6
	0.35
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern pit at 10m and root disturbance at 8m

	14
	20.2
	1.6
	0.35
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.3m subsoil; 0.3m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern disturbance at 2m and a wheel rut or modern gully at 16m

	15
	21.0
	1.6
	0.38
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel.

	16
	9.5
	1.6
	0.3
	0-0.20m topsoil; 0.2-0.3m subsoil; 0.35m+ Natural geology, gravel. Modern disturbance at 4m


APPENDIX 2: Feature details

	Trench
	Cut
	Fill (s)
	Type
	Date
	Dating evidence

	7
	5
	55
	Ditch
	Post-medieval
	Tile

	1
	6
	56
	Ditch
	Post-medieval
	Tile
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Figure 1. Location of site within Slough
and Berkshire.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey SU88/98 at 1:12500.
Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on Wexham Road.

Scale: 1:1250.
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Figure 4. Pland of post-medieval ditches 5 and 6.
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Figure 5. Sections of post-medieval ditches 5 and 6. WRS07/54
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