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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out on land adjacent to 20 Honey Lane, Cholsey, Oxfordshire (SU 5880 8641) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Anthony Gibbons, 20 Honey Lane, Cholsey, Oxfordshire, OX10 9NL. 

A planning consent (P06/W0166) has been gained from South Oxfordshire District Council for the construction of a new house, with associated access and services. The consent is subject to a condition relating to archaeology which required a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks.

This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the District Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification based on a brief, dated 29th April 2006, compiled by Mr Paul Smith, County Archaeological Officer for Oxfordshire County Archaeological Service, who advise the District Council on matters of archaeology. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Hammond, Andrew Taylor, Simon Cass and Natasha Bennett between the 20th December 2006 and 24th May 2007 and the site code is GHL 06/146.
The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Oxfordshire Museum Service in due course.
Location, topography and geology

Cholsey is located in the Thames Valley approximately 3km south-west of Wallingford. The site is located on the western side of Honey Lane (Fig. 2). Its current use is as part of the garden of 20 Honey Lane. There is a late 19th- or early 20th-century barn to the back of the property. The site slopes slightly towards the east, down towards the road. The natural geology is Cretaceous Lower Chalk (BGS 1980). The site is situated at c.50m above Ordnance Datum. 

Archaeological background

A brief for the project prepared by Mr Paul Smith of Oxfordshire County Archaeological Service has highlighted the archaeological potential of the environs of the proposal site. In summary the site lies adjacent to the line of the Roman road from Dorchester to Silchester and within an area where a number of sites and finds have been recorded. These have included late Roman coins to the west of the site, a Saxon glass bead to the west of Cholsey and numerous medieval deposits to the east. The east works of the ‘The Elms’ monastic site lie out on the south-western extent of Cholsey (Briggs et al. 1986).
Objectives and methodology

The aims of the watching brief were to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the groundworks. This was to involve the examination of all areas of intrusive groundworks, particularly, ground reduction, and the digging of foundation trenches and service runs. 

Results

The groundworks on the site initially comprised reduction and levelling, with approximately 0.2m of dark grey brown clayey silt topsoil removed over an area slightly larger than the footprint of the new building (Fig. 3). This stripping was not of sufficient depth to cleanly expose the archaeologically relevant strata and only exposed subsoil for much of the plot. 

The external foundation trenches were dug to a width of 0.7m, with the interior wall footings 0.6m wide, both internal and external trenches were dug to a depth of c. 1m. The footings to the north showed topsoil 0.2m deep over 0.15m of mid brown grey silty clay onto the natural chalk geology which was truncated to a depth of 1m. Those to the south again showed topsoil c.0.2m deep but no subsoil was present; the topsoil was directly overlying the natural chalk. Several modern pits and a possible tree throw hole were observed (2–5). All the pits contained a mid brown grey silty clay fill with moderate charcoal flecking and items such as brick and metalwork fragments (Figs 3 and 4). 
Two soakaways and connecting pipe trenches were excavated, the first to the east, nearer the road, was 1.9m by 2.6m. Its stratigraphy comprised of 0.25m of topsoil with occasional brick rubble over 1.65m of chalk natural. The second soakaway, to the west of the plot, was 2m by 2m and had 0.3m of topsoil over 0.25m of degraded chalk onto 0.55m of solid chalk natural. No archaeological deposits were observed. The pipe trenches were 0.6m wide.
A service trench for a connection to the main water supply was dug on the south side of the house. This was 0.6m wide and up to 1m deep. The stratigraphy revealed was variable. To the west 0.2m of topsoil overlay chalk whereas to the east the topsoil overlay a brown grey silty clay to a depth of 0.7m onto the natural chalk. A single modern pit (6), 4.7m across and 0.9m deep, containing metalwork and brick fragments, etc was observed near to the new house. It is possible that this is the same as pit 5 observed in the nearby house footing trench. 
A hole and short length of trench were dug on the north-east side of the site for connection to the main sewer. The hole was c.1.25m square and 1m deep and the trench was 0.6m wide and 0.85m deep. The stratigraphy revealed was similar to elsewhere on the site with 0.2m of topsoil above 0.7m of subsoil above chalk. No archaeological deposits were observed.
Finds

No archaeological finds were recovered during the watching brief. Some modern brick and tile fragments and metalwork were observed in modern pits but  were not retained.

Conclusion

The observed ground works did not encounter any deposits or finds of archaeological interest. 
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Figure 1. Location of site within Chosley and
Oxfordshire.
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Figure 1. Location of site on Honey Lane.
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Figure 3. Location of areas observed during watching brief. GHL 06/146
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Figure 4. Sections. GHL 06/146





