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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out on an irregular parcel of land on the east side of Mays Close, Earley, Reading (SU 7470 7245) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Stuart Wright of Pye Homes, Langford Locks, Kidlington, Oxfordshire, OX5 1HZ. Planning permission (F/2005/6421) has been gained from Wokingham District Council on appeal (APP/X0360/A/06/2010693) for the construction of new houses and flats on the site with associated access and parking. This consent is subject to a condition pertaining to archaeology requiring that a field evaluation is undertaken prior to commencement of groundwork activity. 
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Mike Hall of Berkshire Archaeology, archaeological adviser to Reading Borough Council. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Ford and David Platt between 4th and 6th July 2007 and the site code is MCE05/103. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the east side of Church Road, and north of Mays Close, Earley and occupies the rear portions of eight properties with an additional unused area of scrub (c. 0.56 ha) (Fig. 2). The underlying geology is mapped as plateau gravels (BGS 1946) but is actually located on Lynch Hill Gravel (Wymer 1999, map 6). An orange clayey sand with some gravel was observed in the trenches overlying the gravel proper. The site is flat overall and lies at approximately 63m above Ordnance Datum. 
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site has been presented in a desk-based study for the site (Ford 2005). In summary this potential stems from its location on the margins of the Loddon Valley. Recent field survey and earlier aerial photography has indicated the archaeological potential of the area (Ford 1997; Gates 1975).  A number of cropmarks indicative of occupation deposits are recorded to the south of the area (now developed).  The Sites and Monuments Record notes the presence of Palaeolithic hand axes to the south west, a Mesolithic scatter of struck flint to the north east and a neolithic axehead to the south, none of which are particularly close to the site. Of more interest is the finding of a Late Iron Age gold coin and a Roman bronze coin of 4th century 
date from the allotments to the east of the site.  Two other coins (Roman and Egyptian) are thought to be modern imports. 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development, and specifically any Roman features or artefacts. This was to be achieved by the excavation of 11 trenches, between 10m and 25m in length and 1.6m wide, to provide approximately a 5% sample of the area, and to be situated in the footprint of the proposed development. 
Results

Twelve trenches were eventually excavated with a JCB-type machine with a toothless ditching bucket under continuous archaeological supervision; all spoilheaps were monitored for finds. The trenches ranged between 3.6m and 25.4m in length. A list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1. 

Trench 1 (Plate 1)
This trench was aligned SE–NW and measured 25.4m long and excavated to a depth of 0.55m. The stratigraphy comprised 0.1m of woodland topsoil above 0.4m of brown clayey sand above the natural geology which was an orange sandy clay with pale yellow patches and some gravel. A shallow gully (4) with a bowl-shaped profile was located at the south east end of the trench. The brown clayey sand fill (54) contained a few gravel pieces and rare charcoal but no datable finds.
Trench 2
Trench 2 was aligned ESE–WNW, and measured 25.1m long, and was 0.8m deep. The stratigraphy consisted of topsoil 0.20m thick, which overlay 0.5m of subsoil. This overlay the orange clayey sand geology. A gully (2) with a shallow bowl-shaped profile was revealed towards the western end of the trench.  The brown clayey sand fill (52) contained a few gravel pieces and some charcoal but no datable finds. 
Trench 3
This trench was aligned NW-SE and was only 3.8m in length due to access constraints. It was 0.9m deep. The stratigraphy consisted of 0.1m of woodland topsoil above 0.7m of brown clayey sand above the natural geology which was an orange sandy clay with some gravel. The SE end of the trench revealed modern disturbance. A gully (3) with a shallow bowl-shaped profile was revealed at the north west end. The brown clayey sand fill (53) contained a few gravel pieces but no datable finds. 

Trench 4 (Plate 4)
This trench was aligned NW-SE, measured 8.3m long and was 0.6m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.1m of topsoil above 0.4m of subsoil above orange clayey sand with gravel. No archaeological features were encountered. 
Trench 5

This trench was aligned approximately W-E, and measured 8.3m long and was 0.85m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.4m of turf and topsoil above 0.25m of subsoil/made ground. This overlay 0.25m of dark brown sandy clay with some chalk fragments considered to be a buried soil. This in turn overlay the natural geology,  an orange clayey sand with gravel .Gully 1 was revealed at the west end of the trench It had a bowl shaped profile with a single fill (51) of a grey brown clayey sand  but with no datable finds.
Trench 6
This trench was aligned W-E, and measured 11.5m long and was 0.6m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.4m of topsoil above 0.15m of subsoil above orange clayey sand with grey gravel patches. Some modern disturbance was present at the western end.  No archaeological features were encountered. 

Trench 7
This trench was aligned W-E and measured 8.4m long. It was 0.73m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of topsoil above 0.45 of subsoil with some localised dumps of made ground above orange clayey sand with gravel. Two parallel gullies (5 and 6) were revealed at the west end. Both were bowl shaped in profile and both contained grey brown clayey sand fills with some gravel (55 and 56). Gully 5 was also a terminal. No datable finds were recovered.  A modern (20th century) pit was also revealed in this trench.
Trench 8 (Plate 3)
This trench was aligned W-E and measured 11.9m long and was 0.6m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of topsoil above 0.28m of subsoil above orange clayey sand with gravel. Two parallel gullies (9 and 10) were revealed at the west end. Both were bowl shaped in profile and both contained grey brown clayey sand fills with some gravel (59 and 60). Gully 9 produced a single small sherd of medieval pottery. A modern (20th century) pit or root disturbance was also revealed in this trench.
Trench 9
This trench was aligned W-E and measured 8.6m long and was 0.45m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of topsoil above 0.15m of subsoil above orange clayey sand with gravel. The eastern end of the trench had been disturbed in recent times. No archaeological features were encountered. 

Trench 10
This trench was aligned WSW-ENE and measured 12.9m long and was 0.6m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.25m of topsoil above 0.25m of subsoil above orange clayey sand with gravel patches. A shallow gully (7) was revealed. It had a bowl shaped profile and contained a grey brown clayey sand fill with some gravel (57). Gully 7 produced two small sherds (<2g) of brick/tile. 

Trench 11
This trench was aligned W-E and measured 14.0m long and was 0.65m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of topsoil above 0.35m of subsoil above orange clayey sand with grey gravel patches. A shallow gully (8) was revealed. It had a bowl shaped in profile and contained grey brown clayey sand fill with some gravel (58) but no dating evidence. Several areas of modern disturbance were present in this trench.
Trench 12 (Plate 2)
This trench was aligned WNW-ESE and measured 9.2m long and was 0.78m deep. The stratigraphy comprised 0.2m of topsoil above 0.45m of subsoil above orange clayey sand with gravel. A modern pit was observed but no deposits of archaeological interest.
Finds

Pottery by Paul Blinkhorn

Two sherds of pottery were noted, as follows:

Local fine sandy ware, ?Late 11th – ? 14th century. Fine sandy fabric, similar to those noted at the Reading Waterfront excavations (Underwood 1997, 144) and other sites in the town. 1 sherd, 3g. Context: Trench 12 (unstratified)

‘M40’ type ware, ?Late 11th – 14th century (Hinton 1973). Hard, flint and limestone unglazed ware, with a possible kiln sources at Camley Gardens near Maidenhead (Pike, 1965) and Denham in Buckinghamshire (op. cit. Mellor 1994, 86).  Known at numerous sites in south Oxfordshire and Berkshire.  1 sherd, 6g.  Gully 9 (59).

Both the sherds were abraded to a degree, and appear to have spent considerable time in a cultivation horizon or similar.

Conclusion

A small number of probable or possible archaeological deposits were found by the trenching in addition to obviously modern intrusions. Of these probable and possible deposits, all were boundary features- ie gullies or ditches and just two provided dating evidence. One contained fragments of brick/tile and is likely to be of late post-medieval or modern date with a second feature producing just a single abraded sherd of medieval pottery and is probably, but not certainly, of medieval date. Another gully adjacent to and parallel to the latter may be dated to the same period by association. It is possible that these boundaries relate to use of the environs of the site by houses shown on the enclosure map (1820) and 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map (1877) (Ford 2005) though no cartographic features can be readily identified . Whilst these features are of slight interest in terms of their presence in an area with previously few finds recorded, in themselves they are of little interest and further fieldwork would add little extra knowledge. On the basis of these results therefore, the site has low archaeological potential.
References

BGS, 1946, British Geological Survey, 1:63360, Sheet 268, Drift Edition, Keyworth

Ford, S, 1997, ‘Loddon Valley (Berkshire) fieldwalking survey’, Berkshire Archaeol J 75, (for 1994–7), 11–33

Ford, S, 2005, Land at 28/30 Church Road and rear of 1-11 Mays Close, Earley, Reading, Berkshire, an archaeological desk-based assessment, Thames Valley Archaeological Services rep 05/103, Reading

Gates, T, 1975, The Thames Valley, An archaeological Survey of the River Gravels, Berkshire Archaeol Comm Pubn 1, Reading

Hinton, D,A, 1973  ‘M40 Ware’,  Oxoniensia 38, 181- 3

Underwood, C, 1997, ‘Pottery’  in Hawkes, J W and Fasham, P J, 1997
Excavations on Reading Waterfront Sites, 1979-1988  Wessex Archaeol Rep 5, 142-161

PPG16, 1990, Archaeology and Planning, Dept of the Environment Planning Policy Guidance 16, HMSO

Wymer, J J, 1999, The Lower Palaeolithic occupation of Britain, Salisbury

APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at W or S end
	Trench No.
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	25.4
	1.6
	0.55
	0-0.1m topsoil; 0.1-0.5m brown clayey sand (subsoil); 0.5m+ orange clayey sand with some gravel and pale yellow silt patches (natural geology). Gully 4  [Plate 1]

	2
	25.1
	1.6
	0.80
	0-0.2m topsoil; 0.2-0.7m subsoil; 0.7m+ orange clayey sand with some gravel (natural geology). Gully 2 and modern pit

	3
	3.8
	1.6
	0.90
	0-0.1m topsoil; 0.1-0.8m subsoil; 0.8m+ orange clayey sand with some gravel (natural geology). Gully 3

	4
	8.3
	1.6
	0.60
	0-0.1m topsoil; 0.1-0.5m brown clayey sand (subsoil); 0.5m+orange clayey sand with some gravel (natural geology).  [Plate 4]

	5
	8.3
	1.6
	0.85
	0-0.4m topsoil; 0.4-0.65m brown sandy clay (made ground); 0.65-0.85m dark brown clayey sand with chalk pellets (buried topsoil); 0.85m+orange clayey sand with some gravel and pale yellow silt patches (natural geology). Gully 1

	6
	11.5
	1.6
	0.60
	0-0.4m topsoil; 0.4-0.55m subsoil; 0.55m+ orange clayey sand with grey gravel patches (natural geology). Modern foundations at 10m

	7
	8.4
	1.6
	0.73
	0-0.2m topsoil; 0.2-0.65m subsoil; 0.65m+ orange clayey sand with some gravel (natural geology). Gullys 5 and 6 and modern pit

	8
	11.9
	1.6
	0.60
	0-0.2m topsoil; 0.2-0.48m subsoil; 0.48m+ orange clayey sand with some gravel (natural geology). Gullys 9 and 10 [Plate 3]

	9
	8.6
	1.6
	0.45
	0-0.2m topsoil; 0.2-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ orange clayey sand with grey gravel patches (natural geology). Modern disturbance at 8m

	10
	12.9
	1.6
	0.60
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.5m subsoil; 0.5m+ orange clayey sand with grey gravel patches (natural geology). Gully 7

	11
	14.0
	1.6
	0.65
	0-0.2m topsoil; 0.2-0.55m subsoil; 0.55m+ orange clayey sand with grey gravel patches (natural geology). Gully 8 and modern disturbance

	12
	9.2
	1.6
	0.78
	0-0.2m topsoil; 0.2-0.65m subsoil; 0.65m+ orange clayey sand with some gravel (natural geology). Modern pit at 3m [Plate 2]
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Figure 3. Location of trenches and features.
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Figure 4. Detail of trenches.
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Figure 5. Sections.
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