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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out at 25 Whiteknights Road, Reading, Berkshire (SU 7381 7235) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Bruce Smith of Brian B Smith, Architectural Technicians, The Old Sub Station, Saracens Head Yard, off Holywell Hill, St Albans, AL1 1EZ on behalf of B & M Care, Three Gables, Corner Hall, Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HP3 9HN.
Planning permission (app no 06/01587/FUL) has been gained from Reading Borough Council for the construction of a new care home with associated landscaping, access and parking. The consent is subject to a condition (3) which requires a field evaluation to take place before groundworks commence, in order to assess the potential of the site and allow an appropriate mitigation strategy to be devised. 
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Mike Hall of Berkshire Archaeology, archaeological advisers to the Borough Council. The fieldwork was undertaken by Ceri Falys and Sean Wallis on the 18th and 19th July 2007, and the site code is WRR07/74. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located just over 2km south-east of the historic core of Reading, on the north side of Whiteknights Road (Fig. 1). The site is bounded to the north and east by school playing fields and allotments, whilst housing and part of the University Campus lie to the west and south (Fig. 2). There is a large lake on the other side of Whiteknights Road (with part of the latter forming the dam), which drains through the south-east part of the site. The site is currently overgrown, and is surrounded by trees, many of which are subject to tree preservation orders. According to the British Geological Survey, the underlying geology consists of London Clay with a small band of Valley Gravel (BGS 1971). This was confirmed during the evaluation, with the natural geology in most of the trenches consisting of light to mid yellowish brown clay, with overlying patches of gravel and silty clay. No gravel was recorded in the far eastern trenches (5 and 6), where the underlying geology was London Clay. The site lies at a height of approximately 56m above Ordnance Datum and slopes down toward the north east.
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site has been highlighted in a brief prepared by Berkshire Archaeology. In summary, the site lies in an area where a modest range of prehistoric and Roman finds have been recorded in the Berkshire Sites and Monuments Record. To the south-east, archaeological evaluation and subsequent monitoring recovered a number of Neolithic struck flints, a Late Bronze Age pit, and a hoard of late Iron Age currency bars (sword-shaped ingots) (Ford forthcoming).
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. This work was to be carried out in a manner which would not compromise the integrity of archaeological features or deposits which would warrant preservation in situ, or might better be excavated under conditions pertaining to full excavation.

The specific research aims of this project were;

To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on this site.

To determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present.

To determine if there are any prehistoric deposits present on the site.

It was proposed that six trenches would be excavated, each 1.6m wide and 15m long (c. 4% of the developable site area). The trenches were to be dug using a JCB-type mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket, under constant archaeological supervision. Where archaeological features were certainly or probably present, the stripped areas were to be cleaned using appropriate hand tools, and sufficient of the features sampled to satisfy the aims of the brief.
Prior to commencement of the project, it became clear that many of the trenches would have to be moved slightly from their original proposed positions. Of the six trenches excavated, only one (Trench 5) could not be dug to its full intended length. To compensate for this loss of trenching, a number of trenches were made slightly longer. These changes were agreed with Ms Mary O’Donaghue of Berkshire Archaeology.
A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1.
Results

Trench 1 (Plate 1)
This trench was aligned approximately NW-SE, and was 16.2m long (Fig. 3). The NW end of the trench contained a couple of concrete foundations, above which was a made ground layer which probably represents demolition rubble. This made ground deposit was up to 0.4m thick, and lay directly above the natural mid orange brown clay. Beyond one of the concrete footings, a construction cut could be clearly seen in the section of the trench, and it appeared that the ground south-east of this had been raised up and terraced. The stratigraphy in this part of the trench consisted of approximately 0.1m of topsoil above up to 0.35m of re-deposited natural clay, which lay above a layer of buried topsoil up to 0.2m thick. This lay directly above the natural geology, which consisted of mid orange brown clay with patches of gravel. The building which was obviously demolished in the area of this trench probably dated from the early 20th century, and as a result no detailed recording was carried out. Apart from the remains of this building, no archaeological finds or features were recorded in this trench.
Trench 2
Trench 2 was aligned approximately NE-SW, and was 15.1m long. Up to 0.3m of topsoil lay above a deposit of mid orange brown silty clay subsoil, approximately 0.24m thick. This lay directly above the natural geology, which consisted of mid orange brown clay, with overlying gravel patches. Apart from a number of field drains and water pipes, no archaeological finds or features were recorded in this trench.
Trench 3
This trench was 15.2m long, and aligned approximately E-W. Up to 0.33m of topsoil was removed to reveal a layer of mid orange brown silty clay subsoil. This lay directly above the natural geology of mid orange brown clay with patches of overlying gravel (Fig. 4). This trench contained no archaeological features or finds.
Trench 4
This trench was aligned approximately NE-SW, and was 16.2m long. Up to 0.13m of topsoil was removed to reveal a subsoil layer of mid orange brown silty clay, approximately 0.32m thick. This lay directly above the natural geology, which consisted of mid orange brown clay with patches of overlying gravel. No archaeological finds or features were noted.

Trench 5

Trench 5 was aligned E-W, and could only be dug to a length of 12.6m, due to the presence of trees. It appeared that the western part of the trench had been disturbed previously, as the stratigraphy consisted of 0.2m of loose humic topsoil onto a thin layer (0.07m) of hardcore / clinker, which lay directly above the natural clay. The clay in this trench varied in colour from light yellow brown to mid bluish grey, and was quite waterlogged. No archaeological finds or features were present, although a large number of field drains were noted.
Trench 6  (Plate 2)
This trench was 16.7m long, and aligned approximately N-S. Approximately 0.2m of topsoil was removed to reveal a subsoil layer of light yellow brown silty clay, up to 0.15m thick. This lay directly above the natural geology, which consisted of waterlogged light yellow brown clay. Apart from numerous field drains, no archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Finds

There were no archaeological finds recovered during the evaluation.
Conclusion

Based upon the results of this evaluation, which provided a good sample of the proposed development area, it would appear that the site has very little archaeological potential. 
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

	Trench 
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	16.20
	1.60
	0.80
	0-0.1m topsoil onto 0.1-0.45m re-deposited clay onto 0.45-0.65m buried topsoil onto 0.65-0.8m mid orange brown clay with gravel patches (natural). [Plate 1]

	2
	15.10
	1.60
	0.54
	0-0.3m topsoil onto 0.3-0.54m mid orange brown silty clay subsoil onto mid orange brown clay with gravel patches (natural). 

	3
	15.20
	1.60
	0.67
	0-0.33m topsoil onto 0.33-0.67m mid orange brown silty clay subsoil onto mid orange brown clay with gravel patches (natural). 

	4
	16.20
	1.60
	0.45
	0-0.13m topsoil onto 0.13-0.45m mid orange brown silty clay subsoil onto mid orange brown clay with gravel patches (natural). 

	5
	12.60
	1.60
	0.40
	0-0.25m topsoil onto 0.25-0.32m hardcore / clinker onto 0.32-0.4m light yellow brown clay (natural).

	6
	16.70
	1.60
	0.45
	0-0.2m topsoil onto 0.2-0.35m light yellow brown silty clay subsoil onto 0.35-0.45m light yellow brown clay (natural). [Plate 2]
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Figure 1. Location of site within Reading

and Berkshire.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey sheet SU 77 SW at 1:5000.
Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on
Whiteknights Road.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital mapping under licence.
Scale 1:1250
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Figure 3. Location of trenches. ‘WRR 07/74
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Figure 4. Representative section. WRR 07/74
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