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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at the ARS Site, Shinfield Road, Reading, Berkshire (SU 733 692) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Ms Lorraine Darton of CgMs Consulting, Morley House, 26 Holborn Viaduct, London, EC1A 2AT.
Planning permissions (O/2003/8533 and O/2003/8534) for the construction of 75 dwellings and open space has been granted by Wokingham District Council. This is subject to a condition (4) requiring a programme of archaeological work in the form of a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks in the area of a known medieval moat.

This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the District Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason, Archaeology Officer with Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the District Council on matters relating to archaeology. The fieldwork was undertaken by Andy Taylor and Sean Wallis between the 14th July 2006 and 23rd March 2007, and the site code is SRR06/83. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the east side of Shinfield Road, Reading and c.5km from Reading itself. It is bounded by Shinfield Road to the west, Wilsford Road to the east and Lower Earley Way to the south (Fig. 2) and is currently the building site for the proposed housing. According to the British Geological Survey, the underlying geology is comprised of London clay (BGS 1971), and the natural geology observed on site consisted of mid orange brown silty clay. The site slopes from 76m above Ordnance Datum in the west to 63.7m AOD in the north-east.
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site had been originally highlighted in a desk-based assessment (OAU 2001) and the site was subsequently investigated by field evaluation (Darton 2005). In summary the site includes the remains of the medieval moated manor of Shinfield with a small associated hamlet, the remains of which survive as an earthwork to the south of the site. The moated site appears to have survived until 1702 with a small section surviving as an oval pond to the present day. An estate map of 1752 shows buildings to the west of the moat but none within the moat. An evaluation carried out in 2005 identified a post-medieval land drain and wall 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to:
determine or confirm the general nature of any remains present;
determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of any remains, by means of artefactual or other evidence;
determine or confirm the approximate extent of any remains;
determine the condition and state or preservation of any remains;
determine or confirm the degree of complexity of the horizontal and/or vertical stratigraphy present;
determine or confirm the likely range, quality and quantity of any artefactual evidence present;
determine the potential of the site to provide palaeoenvironmental and/or economic evidence and the forms in which such evidence may be present.
Previous investigations had established that there were no significant archaeological remains to the north, north-west and west of the moat, but that there were medieval and post-medieval dump deposits present to the west of the moat (Darton 2005). The proposed development will retain the moated site within public open space, and therefore there will be no impact on that site itself (Darton 2005). However, further work was required to archaeologically monitor any groundworks in the immediate vicinity of the moat.
Results

The main component of the watching brief comprised observation of a section of pipe trench, about 5m long, which was excavated next to the end of the moat (pond), under archaeological supervision (Fig. 2). The trench was c.0.8m wide and 1.4m deep, and began to flood as soon as it was excavated. It was not possible to record the trench in detail, due to safe access restrictions, but it was possible to identify the silted up moat cutting across the trench. Natural geology, consisting of mid orange brown silty clay, was only observed at the north-west end of the trench. The stratigraphy for most of the trench appeared to consist of up to 0.9m of disturbed made ground, onto the brownish grey clayey silt fill of the moat but without revealing a full profile across the latter (Fig. 3). No finds were retrieved from the fill of the moat, nor from spoil.
Finds

No archaeological finds were recovered during the watching brief.
Conclusion

The groundworks carried out in the area of the moat were rather limited, but did confirm that the moat still survives, under nearly a metre of made ground.
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Figure 1. Location of site within Reading
and Berkshire.
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Figure 2. Detailed location of areas seen during watching brief SRR 07/83
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Figure 3. Section over moat. SRR 07/83
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