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Summary

Site name: Hermitage Depot, Hampstead Norrey’s Road, Hermitage, West Berkshire
Grid reference: SU 5125 7380
Site activity: Watching Brief 
Date and duration of project: 17th October 2006 - 21st March 2007
Project manager: Steve Ford

Site supervisor: Steve Hammond and Andrew Mundin
Site code: HNH 06/12
Summary of results: The site has redeveloped the former depot, of which the main building stood until demolition for the current new housing. A quarry has existed on the site since at least the 1870s so the potential for older remains surviving was slim. During the existence of the railway through Hermitage, the site contained the Pinewood Brick and Tile Works. No archaeological deposits were uncovered and no industrial activity of note was recorded.
Monuments identified: None.
Location and reference of archive: The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at West Berkshire Museum in due course. 
This report may be copied for bona fide research or planning purposes without the explicit permission of the copyright holder
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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief and walkover survey carried out at the site of the former Hermitage Depot, Hampstead Norrey’s Road, Hermitage, West Berkshire (SU 5125 7380) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Kevin Miller of Miller Homes Ltd – Southern Region, Spinnaker House, Lime Tree Way, Hampshire International Business Park, Chineham, Basingstoke, RG24 8GG.
Planning permission (05/02036/FULMAJ) has been granted by the West Berkshire Council to construct 209 dwellings and associated infrastructure on the site. This consent is subject to a condition relating to archaeology which requires a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks. 

This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Duncan Coe, Archaeological Officer with West Berkshire Council. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Hammond and Andrew Mundin between the 17th October 2006 to 21st March 2007. The site code is HNH 06/12.

The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at West Berkshire Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located to the east of Hampstead Norreys in the north part of Hermitage in an area known as Little Hungerford. Furze Hill lies on the site’s north-eastern edge with the M4 running through this some 100m to the north of the site. To the south the site is bounded by Chapel Lane, with existing earthworks and structures still extant in the area representing remains of the dismantled Didcot, Newbury and Southampton Railway lines. The underlying geology is the Reading Beds (BGS 1947). 
The site has been extensively remodeled at various times such that the original ground levels cannot easily be established. However, areas to the west appear, at some time to have been landfilled and areas to the south truncated to provide level surfaces for various facilities. Areas to the east appear lower than the surrounding land suggesting that the area has been quarried prior to development of the factory site. Areas to the north-east are recorded on Ordnance Survey maps as having been quarried.  
Archaeological and historical background

An archaeological desk-based assessment and walkover survey of the site was undertaken in 2004 and 2005 (Sadaragani, 2004; Brown 2005). In summary this work determined that there was a low to moderate potential for prehistoric remains, a moderate potential for Roman remains, a low potential for Saxon and medieval remains, a low-moderate potential for post-medieval remains and a high potential for post-industrial and modern remains, relating to the Pinewood Brick and Tile Works, which stood on the site, with its predecessor known to have occupied the same site in the last quarter of the 19th century. 
The most recent use of the site was as a depot for a concrete works and haulage company and the last depot building was demolished just prior to the redevelopment. The earthworks and some features still remain of the railway and the sidings that serviced the tile works (Fig. 2). The railway bridge of Chapel Lane is standing, which crossed over the line that ran from Didcot to Newbury. Between the stations at Hermitage and Hampstead Norreys was Pinewood Halt. The site of this station lies just beyond the development area to the south-west. The earthworks of Brains Sidings are also visible some 50m to the north-east of the bridge. Pinewood Halt was opened in 1933 and served until the extensive closures of the national network in the mid 1960s. Before the railway the site is noted on historic maps up to 1890, which show extensive quarry during the late 19th century in the environs. 
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the groundworks. This involved examination of all areas of intrusive groundworks, in particular any ground reduction, and the digging of foundation trenches for the house and garage and service runs. 
A selection of areas were observed during the groundworks but with some areas inaccessible.  In all, a total of eight areas were viewed with most of the areas having been excavated by a 360º mechanical diggers fitted with a grading bucket (for ground reduction) and with footings excavated with a trenching bucket.
Results

Levelling and grading
A selection of areas were observed during ground reduction (Fig. 3). Access was limited and areas ill-defined. Most areas of ground reduction revealed only recent disturbance (demolition debris) which overlay yellow grey/sand and gravel ballast, which was also made ground or heavily disturbed natural geology. 
Foundation trenching

A number of footing trenches were observed (Fig. 3). Plots 108-111 were checked, which contained a common stratigraphy of ballast (recently laid by the groundworkers) onto grey green silty clay to a depth of 0.25m. This seems to represent disturbed remnants of a possible subsoil or the original top of the natural geology. At 0.45m  yellow/grey slightly clayey sand was uncovered. This latter layer had been noted just below the ballast in stripping to the west of this area suggesting removal of superficial layers. 
The other plots that were observed included plots 172-174 and plots 152 and 154. Each area showed a similar stratigraphy. 
No features of archaeological interest were observed in any of the areas examined.

Conclusion

This watching brief did not reveal any artefacts or features of archaeological interest. The previous factory facilities on the site had been removed along with their ground slabs and deeper foundations before the watching brief took place. It is considered that the former facilities largely or wholly lay within an area formerly quarried and that the pre-19th century archaeologically relevant level had been removed.
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Figure 1. Location of site within Hermitage
and West Berkshire.
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Figure 2. Location of site with reference to existing
industrial structures for the railway and features
affected by construction.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital mapping under licence.
1:1000






[image: image3.jpg]Hermitage Depot, Hampstead Norreys Road,
Hermitage, West Berkshire, 2007

-

Hampstead Norreys Road

73500 Old railway bridge

SU51000

7 : "
d areas of levelling and grading observed

0 250m

Figure 3. Areas observed during watching brief. HNH 06/12
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