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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out on land adjacent to the Pumping Station, Whytelaydes Lane, Cookham Rise, Berkshire (SU 8814 8441) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Ms Sandra Orlando-Payne of Danks Badnell Architects, Kings Stables, 3–4 Osborne Mews, Windsor, Berkshire, SL4 3DE on behalf of Gullett and Sons Ltd, Unit 3b, Waterside Business Park, Waterside, Chesham, Buckinghamshire, HP5 1PE. 
Planning consent was gained on appeal (app nos 07/01853 and APP/T0355/A/05/1187660) from the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead for development of the site for residential use entailing both dwellings and access/car parking areas. The consent was subject to a condition (12) relating to archaeology requiring a programme of archaeological investigation, to take the form, initially, of field evaluation. Based on the results of this exercise, an archaeological mitigation strategy could be formulated as required.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Royal Borough’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Ms Mary O’Donoghue, Archaeological Officer with Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the Royal Borough in matters relating to archaeology. The fieldwork was undertaken by Simon Cass and David Platt on the 21st-22nd November 2007 and the site code is WLC 07/156. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course. 
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the south-western margin of Cookham Rise, a short distance north of Maidenhead along the B4447. The Parish of Cookham occupies a bend in the River Thames between Cliveden Deep and Lock Island at Marlow (Fig. 1). The site lies on a shallow rise in the land, on the south side of Whyteladyes Lane (Fig. 2) at a height of approximately 37m above Ordnance Datum and is mapped as being on or near the border between the Boyn Hill and Taplow terraces (BGS 1990). The geology observed in the trenches was clay and flints/gravels with chalk patches. Currently the site is undeveloped and grassed over.
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site stems from its location within the Thames Valley, an area known to be rich in archaeology from many periods (Ford 1987; Gates 1975). For example gravel extraction to the south at Furze Platt has revealed evidence for late Bronze Age occupation (Lobb 1980). Specific to this site, to the north a cropmark complex is suggestive of an Iron Age/Roman enclosure complex while to the south excavations prior to gravel extraction have revealed Roman occupation deposits and aerial photographic evidence suggests the likely presence of levelled Bronze Age round barrows and enclosed areas.
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. Specific aims of this evaluation were to determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on the site, to determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present and to determine if any deposits relating to Medieval occupation are to be found on the site. 

Five trenches were proposed 11m long and 1.6m wide and targeted at the footprints of the proposed new structures. They were to be excavated by a JCB-type machine fitted with a toothless ditching bucket under constant archaeological supervision. Spoilheaps were to be monitored for finds.
Results

The five trenches were opened as intended (Fig. 3). The trenches varied in length between 10.2m and 11.6m and were between 0.38m and 0.47m deep (Fig. 4). In addition, a test pit dug by geotechnical investigators to precisely locate mains services was observed in the south-eastern corner of the site. One other test pit was excavated in the north-eastern corner of the site. Although the full extent of this test pit was not observed, it was noted that it encountered natural chalk deposits. A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1. 

Trench 1 (Plate 1)
This trench was 11.1m long and 0.47m deep. The stratigraphy encountered consisted of 0.9m of greyish brown silty clay topsoil above 0.21m of brick rubble/Tarmac interpreted as a hardcore consolidated road/pathway. This lay above orange/brown sandy clay and gravel/flint with occasional chalk patches, interpreted as natural geology. No archaeological deposits were revealed.
Trench 2
This trench was 11.6m long and 0.46m deep. The stratigraphy encountered between 0-3m along the trench consisted of 0.12m of topsoil above 0.23m of greyish brown silty clay subsoil. This lay on top of the natural geology, an orange brown sandy clay and gravels with chalk patches. From 3m to the end of the trench the subsoil was replaced by the rubble/hardcore surface as in trench 1 directly sealing the natural deposits. No archaeological deposits were revealed.
Trench 3 (Plate 2)

This trench was 10.2m long and 0.38m deep. The stratigraphy encountered here consisted of 0.09m of topsoil above 0.15m of subsoil as in the previous trenches. This overlay the natural geology, also the same as in the previous trenches. No archaeological deposits were revealed.
Trench 4
This trench was 11.0m long and 0.43m deep. The stratigraphy encountered consisted of 0.1m of topsoil above 0.2m of subsoil. This overlay  the natural geology. A sondage was excavated at the northern end of the trench down to 0.6m to confirm that the correct interpretation of the natural geology had been obtained. No archaeological deposits were revealed.
Trench 5
This trench was 11.4m long and 0.43m deep. The stratigraphy encountered in this trench was largely the same as in previous trenches, consisting of 0.1m of topsoil above 0.22m of dark brown silty clay subsoil with frequent small gravel/stone inclusions. This overlay  orange brown sandy clay with frequent flint/gravel inclusions and occasional chalk patches. A possible archaeological feature was seen in this trench from 2-5.4m but upon investigation was interpreted as a natural depression. No archaeological deposits were revealed.

South-eastern Test Pit
This pit was excavated in order to locate two services shown on maps as crossing the site. The test pit was excavated under the same conditions as the trenches covered by this evaluation, except that the machine was under the control of groundworkers and observed by archaeologists. This was excavated down to approximately 1.0m encountering reddish brown clay with flints above chalk.

Finds

No finds were retained from this evaluation, as they consisted entirely of modern brick and Tarmac fragments from the hardcore road across the site.
Conclusion

Although the information from previous archaeological investigations in the area had suggested the possibility of deposits being present on site, the observations from these trenches suggest that there is little or no archaeological potential on the site. The shallowness of the top- and subsoil would suggest that there has been little activity in the immediate area to cause soil build-up. 
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at South or West end
	Trench 
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	11.1
	1.6
	0.47
	0-0.09m Dark grey silty clay with frequent gravel inclusions (topsoil); 0.09-0.30m brick rubble/broken Tarmac hardcore; 0.30m+ orangey brown sandy clay with flints/gravels and occasional chalk patches (natural geology) [Plate 1]

	2
	11.6
	1.6
	0.46
	South End: 0-0.12m topsoil; 0.12-0.35m greyish brown silty clay with occasional gravel (subsoil); 0.35m+ orangey brown sandy clay with flints/gravels and occasional chalk patches (natural geology)
North End: 0-0.12m topsoil; 0.12-0.34m brick rubble/broken Tarmac hardcore; 0.34m+ orangey brown sandy clay with flints/gravels and occasional chalk patches (natural geology)

	3
	10.2
	1.6
	0.38
	0-0.09m topsoil; 0.09-0.24m greyish brown silty clay with occasional gravel (subsoil); 0.24m+ orangey brown sandy clay with flints/gravels and occasional chalk patches (natural geology) [Plate 2]

	4
	11.0
	1.6
	0.43
	0-0.10m topsoil; 0.10-0.30m greyish brown silty clay with occasional gravel (subsoil); 0.30m orangey brown sandy clay with flints/gravels and occasional chalk patches (natural geology). Test pit north end to 1m

	5
	11.4
	1.6
	0.43
	0-0.10m topsoil; 0.10-0.32m greyish brown silty clay with occasional gravel (subsoil); 0.32m orangey brown sandy clay with flints/gravels and occasional chalk patches (natural geology)
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Figure 1. Location of site within Cookham Rise
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site off
Whyteladyes Lane.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping. Crown copyright
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Figure 3. Location of trenches and test pitss observed. WLC 07/156
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Figure 4. Representative sections. WLC 07/156
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Plate 1. Trench 1, long séuih; scales 0.5m and 1m.
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Plate 2. Trench 3, looking south-east; horizontal scale 1m,
vertical scale 05m.
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