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Summary

Site name: Cedarcot, Lyefield Court, Emmer Green, Reading, Berkshire
Grid reference: SU 7178 7657
Site activity: Watching Brief
Date and duration of project: 24th August – 16th September 2007
Project manager: Steve Ford
Site supervisor: Danielle Milbank
Site code: LCR 06/132a
Area of site: 0.39ha
Summary of results: No archaeological deposits or features were identified
Location and reference of archive: The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at Cedarcot, Lyefield Court, Emmer Green, Reading, Berkshire (SU 7178 7657) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by James Sinclair on behalf of English Courtyard Developments Limited, 2 Prospects House, The Broadway, Farnham Common, Slough, SL2 3PP.

Planning permission (06/00901/FUL) has been granted by Reading Borough Council for the construction of new residential care accommodation with associated car parking and landscaping following demolition of the existing house. The consent is subject to a condition (12) relating to archaeology. A field evaluation was carried out prior to groundworks by means of trial trenching. This revealed a gully of Iron Age date and three undated postholes (Ford 2006). As a result of these findings, further fieldwork was required during any intrusive groundworks on the site.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Mike Hall, Acting Archaeology Officer with Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the council on matters relating to archaeology. The fieldwork was undertaken by David Platt and Danielle Milbank on the 24th August and 16th September 2007 and the site code is LCR 06/132. 
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on a subrectangular parcel of land c.0.39 hectares on the west side of Lyefield Court (Fig.2). To the west lie the grounds of Emmer Green Primary School and to the south, allotments fronting Grove Road. The site was occupied by a house and garage, demolished prior to the watching brief. The underlying geology comprises plateau gravel (BGS 1947) which is one of the older terraces of the Thames representing the ancient channel from Caversham to Henley (Wymer 1999, map 3). The site lies on level ground at a height of approximately 82m above Ordnance Datum.

Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site had been highlighted in a brief for the original evaluation prepared by David Thomason of Berkshire Archaeology. In summary, the site lies in an area where some prehistoric and Roman artefacts have been recorded, most notable of which is a hoard of three late Bronze Age axes and a late Iron Age gold coin found at the nearby primary school. Few contemporary occupation deposits are recorded though a later Roman occupation site is recorded some 450m to the northwest. The site also lies on one of the older gravel terraces of the River Thames and this outcrop has produced a moderate amount of Palaeolithic stone tools (Wymer 1999). The archaeological evaluation carried out on the site revealed a gully of Iron Age date and three undated postholes which suggest a small occupation site, and are fairly rare for the Reading area (Ford 2006). 
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits which would be damaged or destroyed by the new ground works in the vicinity of the earlier evaluation findings. All areas of intrusive groundworks were to be examined, in particular any excavation for pile caps, ground beams, service trenches and soakaways.

Results

Prior to commencement of the watching brief the topsoil and subsoil had been removed to a depth of up to 0.70m across the site for the footprint of the new building, and a piling mat laid. Due to this, the areas available for archaeological examination were limited to the margins of the site, and the foundation (pile cap/groundbeams). 

At the northern margin of the stripped area (Fig. 4), the stratigraphy encountered consisted of topsoil 0.20m thick. This overlay orange brown sandy silt subsoil, which contained frequent gravel inclusions and was 0.20m thick. This in turn overlay the undisturbed geology, which comprised a layer of yellow-brown sand and gravel which was 0.25m thick, and which overlay a further layer of orange clay sand of geological origin (Fig. 4).  
The overburden to the south of the site stood slightly higher than that at the other three sides of the stripped area, and here, stratigraphy was observed to a depth of 1.28m.The stratigraphy observed in the (north-facing) section at the south of the site comprised topsoil 0.15m thick, which overlay brown sandy silt subsoil with frequent gravel inclusions. This was 0.35m thick and directly overlay the geological yellow brown sandy clay, which was 0.38m thick, and overlay orange brown sandy clay, as above. These layers appeared to be broadly consistent across the site and the upper level of the sandy clay layers represented the horizon at which archaeological deposits would have been visible if they were present. The sandy clay geology that was visible in areas of the site was undisturbed but no archaeological finds, deposits or features were identified.   
These layers had previously been removed by machine to a depth of 0.70m for the main footprint area of the new structure and a layer of concrete rubble was spread across the stripped area to provide a piling mat (approximately 0.20m thick). After piling, the groundbeam trenches were excavated through this layer to an overall depth of 0.60m on average. As the groundbeam trenches were dug from a level lower than the original archaeological horizon, the potential for archaeological deposits to be encountered in these trenches was negligible, and none were observed.
Conclusion

Despite the potential for archaeological, particularly Iron Age, deposits on the site, none were identified. The area of the site near where the original finds had been made was subsequently truncated along with adjacent areas to the north.  The original Iron Age deposits though, were noted to extend to the south away from the footprint of the new structure and lie within the vicinity of a preserved tree (Fig. 3). As such it is likely that some of these deposits will have survived in these un-developed areas.   
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Figure 4: Representative section of northern margin of piling mat.
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Figure 3: Trench Locations LCR 06/132b
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site at Lyfield Court.
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Figure 1. Location of site within Emmer Green
and Berkshire.
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