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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out on land at Chequers Way, Palmers Green, London Borough of Enfield (TQ 3175 9235) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Richard Meager of CgMs Consulting, Morley House, 26 Holburn Viaduct, London EC1A 2AT.
It is proposed to develop the site at Chequers Way for residential purposes, a mixture of houses, flats, and playing fields. An archaeological evaluation has been requested in order to inform the planning process and this is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification written by Mr Richard Meager of CgMs and approved by Ms Kim Stabler of English Heritage. The fieldwork was undertaken by Andrew Weale and Dan Bray between 20th and 22nd February 2008 and the site code is CQW 08. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with The Museum  of London in due course. 
Location, topography and geology

The site is located in north London, and is bounded to the north by properties fronting the North Circular Road and to the south by Pymmes Brook (TQ317 923) (Figs 1 and 2). The development site comprises generally level open ground at a height of c.22m above Ordnance Datum The underlying geology is mapped as London clay, close to the boundary with the Kempton Park Gravel which can be a gravel, sandy or a clay deposit (BGS 1994). 
Archaeological background 

The archaeological potential of the site has been highlighted in a desk-based assessment for the project (Meager 2007). In summary few sites or finds of prehistoric or Roman date are recorded for the area but some Saxon and medieval deposits have been recorded to the north-east and south of the site, including early medieval ditches and buried cultivated soil. The topographic location of the site adjacent to a watercourse is usually considered as a preferred location of earlier prehistoric occupation 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. The specific aims of the project were:

a) To establish the presence or otherwise of Anglo- Saxon and Medieval, and any earlier or later activity, and to define the date and nature of such activity.

b) To establish the environmental context of Anglo- Saxon and Medieval, together with any earlier or later activity. 

c) Evaluate the likely impact of past land use and development.

The specification required the excavation of 26 trenches each 20m long and 1.6-1.8m wide. These were to be dug using a 3600-type machine under constant archaeological supervision and spoilheaps were to be monitored for finds.

Results 

All 26 trenches were eventually excavated ranging in length between 20m and 29m (Fig. 3). The stratigraphy commonly showed topsoil overlying a subsoil deposit, this sealed a yellow orange brickearth geology. All possible archaeological deposits were hand cleaned and excavated in order to clarify the nature and date of the features. Four trenches contained archaeological/ palaeoenvironmental deposits of interest (Trenches 13, 20, 23 and 26) (Figs 4 and 5). A list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1 and a summary of the features revealed is given in Appendix 2.

Trench 13 (Plate 1)
This trench was 20.10m long and 1m deep at the south-eastern end of the trench sloping up to 0.50m at the north-west. The stratigraphy encountered consisted of 0.15-20m topsoil overlying a yellow orange brickearth. At the southern end of the trench an old water channel of post-medieval date (3) was recorded aligned north north east - south south west. This corresponds to a bend in the channel of the Pymmes Brook depicted on the First Edition Ordnance Survey maps of 1866 and 1896 (Fig. 6). Only the northern edge was exposed and thus its true width was not observed, but it was over 5.5m wide. A slot through it showed topsoil , 0.15m, sealing a lens of yellow clay silt deposit 0.20m which overlay a layer of buried soil c. 0.25m deep which in turn sealed a fill of the channel, a pale yellow silty clay (56), which was excavated to a depth of 0.90m and not bottomed at this depth.  

Trench 20  (Plate 2)
This trench was 21.10m long and 0.7m deep, orientated south west - north east. The stratigraphy encountered in this trench consisted of 0.5m of topsoil above 0.10m of subsoil over a clayey brickearth. A ditch aligned north east - south west was observed, A slot (2) excavated through it showed it to be shallow, over 1.2m wide but only   0.20m deep, and from its orange grey sandy clay fill (55) a sherd of red glazed post medieval earthenware was retrieved.

Trench 23  (Plate 3)
This trench was 20.56m long and 0.45m deep, orientated south east - north west. The stratigraphy encountered in this trench consisted of 0.5m of topsoil above 0.10m of subsoil over a clayey brickearth. A continuation of ditch 2 was observed aligned north east - south west. A slot (1) excavated through it showed it to be  over 1.60m wide and 0.58m deep. It contained three fills (52, 53 and 54) and from its upper fill a light brown silty clay (52) four sherds of creamware, two sherd of pearlware of mid 18th century-early 19th century date and five sherds of red earthenware 1550+, a tin glazed sherd of 17th-19th century date , three clay pipe stems, a sherd of green bottle glass, three iron nails, two tile fragments, wood fragment (non waterlogged) and two burnt flint fragments were retrieved. 
Trench 26  (Plate 4)
This trench was 29.0m long and 0.61m deep, orientated south – north. The stratigraphy encountered in this trench consisted of 0.5m of topsoil above 0.10m of subsoil over a clayey brickearth. A ditch aligned north east - south west was observed (4) which was probably the continuation of the ditch 1 and 2 recorded in trenches 20 and 23. This was recorded at 2.80m wide.

Finds

Pottery by Andrew Weale
Trench 23, ditch 1 (fill 52) contained four sherds of creamware , two sherd of pearlware of mid 18th century-early 19th century date and five sherds of red earthenware, 1550+, a tin glazed sherd of 17th-19th century date.

Trench 20, ditch 2 ( fill 55) contained 1 sherd of red earthenware dating from 1550+.
Other finds by Andrew Weale
Three clay pipe stems, 1 sherd of green bottle glass, three iron nails (two corroded , one not corroded and therefore modern), two tile fragments, wood fragments (not waterlogged) and two burnt flint fragments all came from Trench 23, ditch 1 (fill 52). The wood and the fresh nail cannot have been in the ground for very long: the other finds provide only a very broad  terminus post quem.
Conclusion
A ditch was recorded aligned north east - south west in Trenches 20, 23 and 26. The dating evidence suggests it was backfilled not earlier than 1896 and  it corresponds to a linear feature plotted on the First Edition Ordnance survey map of 1866 and the later 1896 edition (Fig. 6). Within trench 13 an old water channel of post-medieval date (3) was recorded which corresponds to a bend in the channel of the Pymmes Brook also depicted on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1866. This illustrates the changing hydrology of this water course during the post-medieval period, as is depicted on the cartographic illustrations reproduced  in the earlier desktop study (Meager 2007). Other than these features, no deposits or finds of archaeological interest were recorded and the site is considered to have low archaeological potential.
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at S or W end
	Trench.
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	20.7
	1.6
	0.45
	0.00-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ natural geology. 

	2
	21.0
	1.6
	0.35
	0.00-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m-0.3m subsoil; 0.3m+ natural geology. 

	3
	22.3
	1.6
	0.5
	0.00-0.2m topsoil; 0.2m-0.4m subsoil; 0.4m+ natural geology. 

	4
	23.5
	1.6
	0.6
	0.00-0.2m topsoil; 0.2m-0.5m subsoil; 0.5m+ natural geology. 

	5
	20.0
	1.6
	0.6
	0.00-0.2m topsoil; 0.2m-0.5m subsoil; 0.5m+ natural geology. 

	6
	21.0
	1.6
	0.9
	0.00-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m-0.4m subsoil; 0.4m+ natural geology. 

	7
	20.3
	1.6
	0.4
	0.00-0.3m topsoil; 0.3m-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ natural geology. 

	8
	20.5
	1.6
	0.6
	0.00-0.4m topsoil; 0.4m-0.5m subsoil; 0.5m+ natural geology. 

	9
	21.0
	1.6
	0.55
	0.00-0.2m topsoil; 0.2m-0.4m subsoil; 0.4m+ natural geology. 

	10
	20.4
	1.6
	0.3
	0.00-0.2m topsoil; 0.2m+ natural geology. 

	11
	21.0
	1.6
	0.61
	0.00-0.4m topsoil; 0.4m-0.5m subsoil; 0.5m+ natural geology. 

	12
	2039
	1.6
	0.60
	0.00-0.4m topsoil; 0.4m-0.5m subsoil; 0.5m+ natural geology. 

	13
	20.1
	1.6
	SE 1.00 
NW 0.50
	North: 0.00-0.20 topsoil, 0.20-0.40m subsoil; 0.4m+ natural geology. South: 0-0.20m topsoil, 0.20-0.40m redeposited yellow brickearth; 0.40-0.90m channel fill; 0.90-1.0m natural. Old  stream channel (3) [Plate 1]

	14
	20.8
	1.6
	0.50
	0.00-0.4m topsoil; 0.4m+ natural geology. 

	15
	20.0
	1.6
	0.50
	0.00-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m-0.4m subsoil; 0.4m+ natural geology. 

	16
	21.3
	1.6
	0.40
	0.00-0.3m topsoil; 0.3m+ natural geology. 

	17
	21.0
	1.6
	0.45
	0.00-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m-0.3m subsoil; 0.3m+ natural geology.  

	18
	20.8
	1.6
	0.45
	0.00-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ natural geology.  

	19
	21.2
	1.6
	0.4
	0.00-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m-0.3m subsoil; 0.3m+ natural geology.  

	20
	21.1
	1.6
	0.7
	0.00-0.5m topsoil; 0.5m-0.6m subsoil; 0.6m+ natural geology. Ditch 2 

[Plate  2]

	21
	20.27
	1.6
	0.46
	0.00-0.31m topsoil; 0.31m-0.39m subsoil; 0.39m+ natural geology.  

	22
	23.1
	1.6
	0.4
	0.00-0.32m topsoil; 0.32m-0.39m subsoil; 0.39m+ natural geology.  

	23
	20.56
	1.6
	0.45
	0.00-0.32m topsoil; 0.32m-0.45m + natural geology.  Ditch 1 [Plate 3]

	24
	21.64
	1.6
	0.48
	0.00-0.23m rubble and concrete; 0.23m-0.41m buried topsoil; 0.41-0.45 subsoil, 0.45m+ natural geology.  

	25
	23.1
	1.6
	0.51
	0.00-0.32m rubble; 0.32m-0.41m  buried topsoil; 0.41m–0.43m subsoil, 0.43m+ natural geology.  

	26
	29
	1.6
	0.61
	0.00-0.32m topsoil; 0.32m-0.41m subsoil; 0.41m+ natural geology Ditch 4. [Plate 4]  


APPENDIX 2: Feature details

	Trench
	Cut (fill)
	Description
	Date
	Dating evidence

	13
	3 (56)
	Old stream channel
	Post-medieval
	Map evidence

	20
	2 (55)
	Ditch
	Post-medieval
	Pottery

	23
	1 (52, 53, 54)
	Ditch
	Post-medieval
	Pottery
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Figure 6. 1896 OS map showing features from
evaluation (same as 1866).
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on Chequers Way.
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Figure 1. Location of site within Palmers Green and
Greater London.
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