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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out at 9 Agars Place, Datchet, Berkshire (SU9834 7776) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Steve Smith of SCS design, 63 Aldebury Road, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 7HJ, on behalf of Mrs P Vinayak 9 Agars Place, Datchet, Berkshire, SL3 9AH. Planning permission (07/00531) has been granted by the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead for the construction of an extension to existing property at 9 Agars Place. The consent gained was subject to a condition (3) which required a programme of archaeological work to be carried out during any ground disturbance works. 
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough’s policies on archaeology. The initial work on site was carried out to a specification prepared by Ms Mary O’Donoghue of Berkshire Archaeology, advisors to the Borough, which requested a 4% evaluation of site. The fieldwork was undertaken by Jennifer Lowe on the 13th and 18th February 2008 and the site code is APD08/17.

The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located with the village of Datchet which lies approximately 2km west of Windsor (Fig. 2). The site is located within a modern residential area to the north-west of the village centre, at the end of a cul de sac. The property at 9 Agars Place occupies the front of the plot with a rectangular garden area to the rear. Access to the rear of the house was on the western side of the plot and this was also the area where the investigation took place. The underlying geology is flood plain gravel (BGS 1981) however a light brown orange clay (brickearth?) was recorded during the course of the works. The site lies at a height of approximately 19m above Ordnance Datum.
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site has been highlighted in a brief for the project prepared by Ms Mary O’Donoghue of Berkshire Archaeology. In summary it stems from a number of finds and deposits from within close proximity of the site. Fieldwork carried out nearby identified a large Iron Age/Roman pit as well as another ditch and undated deposits. However, a watching brief to the west of Agars Place recorded nothing of archaeological interest (Oram 2005). In general the site lies within the Thames Valley, which is an archaeologically rich area, with a range of sites and finds recorded from field survey, aerial photography and trial trenching (Ford 1987; Gates 1975; Foreman et al. 2002). 
Objectives and methodology

Initially, the work was carried out to a brief prepared by Ms Mary O’Donoghue of Berkshire Archaeology which requested an evaluation of the site comprising 11m length of trench, 1.8m wide. Two trenches were excavated in the location of the extension, however, it was verbally agreed with Ms Fiona MacDonald of Berkshire Archaeology, that it would be permissible to excavate the remainder of the foundation plot under watching brief conditions. As a result, the aim and objectives of the project were to excavate and record any archaeological deposits likely to be damaged by the proposed development.
Results

Two trenches were initially excavated using a Kubota- type machine fitted with a ditching bucket and dug under archaeological supervision.. The trenches were located in the footprint of the proposed extension being 5.5m and 5.7m long, 1.6-1.7m wide and totaling 15.2 sq m. These trenches were then extended to the full extent of the extension footprint, an area approximately 7m by 4m (Fig. 3). The area of the site subject to archaeological supervision was stripped of overburden to the top of the archaeologically relevant level ,which in this instance was the top of the natural geology. The ground was reduced in height by approximately 0.70m. The stratigraphy encountered comprised 0.40m of topsoil overlying 0.30m of light grey brown silty clay subsoil overlying a light brown orange clay natural (Fig. 4).  
A single possible feature was encountered at the southern end of the stripped area emerging from the north- west facing section. It is possible that this represented the terminus of a gully however it was rather irregular in form and a natural feature seems a more likely interpretation in this case. No other finds or features of archaeological interest were encountered.
Finds

No finds were recovered during the course of the work. 
Conclusion

The investigation at Agars Place failed to identify any archaeological finds or deposits of archaeological interest. 
References

BGS, 1981, British Geological Survey, 1:50000, Sheet 269, Solid and Drift Edition, Keyworth

Ford, S, 1987, East Berkshire Archaeological Survey, Berkshire County Counc Dept Highways and Planning Occas pap 1, Reading

Foreman, S, Hiller, J and Petts, D, 2002, Gathering the people and settling the land, the archaeology of a middle Thames landscape, Anglo-Saxon to post-medieval, Oxford Archaeol Monogr 14, Oxford
Gates, T, 1975, the Thames Valley, An Archaeological Survey of  the River Gravels, Berkshire Archaeol Comm Pub 1, Reading

Oram, R, 2005, ‘38 Eton Road, Datchet, Berkshire, an archaeological watching brief’ Thames Valley Archaeological Services report 05/131, Reading

PPG 16, 1990, Archaeology and Planning, Dept of the Environment Planning Policy Guidance 16, HMSO

[image: image1.jpg]9 Agars Place, Datchet, Berkshire, 2008

SE _19.7m AOD

Light orange/brown clay (natural geology)

Figure 4. Representative Section APD08/17
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Figure 3. Plan showing area of watching brief.
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Figure2. Detailed location of the site within Datchet
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Figure 1. Location of sites within Datchet
and Berkshire.
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