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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out on land designated as Field 7 in the overall proposed quarry area of Finmere Quarry Extension, Finmere, Oxfordshire (SP 6291 3196) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Andrew Josephs, of Andrew Josephs Ltd, 16 South Terrace, Sowerby, Thirsk, YO7 1RH, on behalf of Premier Aggregates Limited, Finmere Quarry, Banbury  Road, Finmere, Oxfordshire. 
Planning permission has been sought from Oxfordshire County Council to extract clay from the field known as Field 7 and extend the quarry workings. As a consequence of the possibility of archaeological remains surviving in this field, an archaeological evaluation has been requested to assess the presence quality and quantity of an such remains and provide a basis for a mitigation strategy if required. An archaeological desk-based assessment has been compiled for the proposed development area (Josephs 2005) which has summarised previous archaeological fieldwork in the quarry. 

This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the County Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Hugh Coddington, of Oxfordshire County Archaeological Service. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Ford and David Platt, on the 15th and 16th April 2008 and the site code is FQF 06/59. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Oxfordshire Museums Service in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located on land south-west of Finmere village which lies c. 1 km distant. The application area includes several fields of which this report deals with the evaluation of one of the easternmost, identified as Field 7 (Fig. 2). The ground here is generally flat, at 120m above Ordnance Datum (OD). The field is currently under agricultural use (set aside). The underlying geology is Glacial Till (boulder clay) overlying a varied series of limestones (here, specifically Forest Marble and Cornbrash formations), with some fluvioglacial deposits also present in the area (BGS 2002). Boulder clay was observed in all trenches.
Archaeological background

The site lies in the immediate area of known archaeology. Archaeological works carried out during the rerouting of the B4031, just south of Finmere, identified an occupation site of Late Iron Age or early Roman date (Grundon 1999, 31). Previous archaeological excavation associated with the quarry works identified Bronze Age funerary activity, Middle Iron Age funerary activity and enclosed settlement and earlier prehistoric flint work scatters of probable Neolithic or Bronze Age date (Josephs 2005). These were found during an excavation at Foxley Fields Farm by Cotswold Archaeology in 2000. More recently in 2002, an archaeological watching brief was carried out north of Foxley Fields Farm, just to the south of the newly aligned B4031. No features were recorded (Hammond 2002). 
Specifically for the fields within the application area for the quarry extension, desk-based assessment and geophysical work has been carried out (Josephs 2005, NA 2006). These outlined the previous evidence and the potential of features to continue into fields including in the application area. Field 1 has identified a high potential for features continuing with geophysical anomalies of circular and linear nature. Other areas, including this field, contained few anomalies of potential archaeological interest (NA 2006). 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. The work was to be carried out in such a way as to not compromise the integrity of archaeological features or deposits which warrant in-situ preservation, or might better be excavated pertaining to full excavation. 

The specific research aims of the project were:

To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on this site.

To determine if archaeological features of any period were present.

Establish whether there is evidence/potential for Bronze Age and Iron Age occupation in the area.

It was proposed to excavate 12 trenches within this field, all approximately 2m wide and approximately 20m long. This represents a 1% sample. The trenches were excavated with a 360º excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket, under constant archaeological supervision. 
Fourteen trenches were excavated in total. Most were positioned as close as possible to the agreed layout giving a general coverage of ground in the field (Fig. 3). 

The trenches were to be dug to examine the full depth of stratified deposits above underlying geology. Where archaeological features or deposits are certainly or probably present, the exposed surface was to be cleaned using appropriate hand tools and sufficient of the deposits examined or sampled by hand to satisfy the aims of the project. 

Results

Of the fourteen excavated trenches, three trenches contained cut features. The original twelve trenches were excavated to between 20.5m and 26.6m length. The two additional trenches were 10m and 15m respectively, designed to investigate potential subsoil disturbance associated with Trench 10. A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1. 
Trench 1
Trench 1 was orientated SW–NE within the north-west corner of the field. This trench was 20.5m long. The stratigraphy observed here, as in all the trenches with no archaeology, consisted of undisturbed geology, of a light brown friable clay silt topsoil which was 0.25m deep above orange boulder clay (till) which included some pebbles and chalk fragments. This trench was excavated to a depth of 0.28m with a 0.75m deep test pit dug at its south-western end. Apart from subsoil ground drainage this trench contained no disturbance of the natural geology.
Trenches 2–3, 5–9, 11, 13–14

The stratigraphy in these trenches was more or less the same as in Trench 1. No archaeological deposits were encountered or finds recovered.
Trench 4 (Figs 4 and 5; Pl 1)
This trench was 24.7m long and was aligned north-south at the north of the field. At a depth of 0.4m a linear feature (3) was seen to cut the subsoil running roughly parallel with the trench on a NNW–SSE alignment. The feature entered the trench on its eastern edge at approximately 8m and continued out of the trench at its northern end, exposing c.16m of its extent. Ditch 3 was 0.9m wide and 0.37m deep. No finds were recovered from the 0.5m long sample section, containing a single fill (52). 
Trench 10 (Figs. 4 and 5; Pl. 2)
This trench was 24.8m long and 0.32m deep. It was aligned SW–NE, with additional spurs at 5m and 10m from the south-west extending over potential features with turned out to be subsurface plough damage, rootholes or animal burrows. One feature was present in the north-eastern end of the trench. This linear feature (1) was aligned SE–NW and contained a single fill (50) which was 0.6m wide and 0.3m deep. This feature contained no finds and no dating evidence. 

Trench 12 (Figs 4 and 5)

This trench was 21.5m long and 0.5m deep. It was aligned SW–NE in the south-west corner of the field. A linear feature (2) was noted c.14m from the south-west end of the trench on a SE–NW alignment. This feature had a single fill (51), and was truncated by subsoil land drainage within the trench. This feature was 0.26m deep and 0.5m wide, and contained no finds.
Finds

Pottery by Andy Mundin
One base sherd of slightly abraded late medieval//early post-medieval redware pottery with internal orange/brown glaze was recovered from the spoilheap of Trench 7. 

Conclusion

The evaluation has revealed three cut linear features, presumably former field boundaries, and investigated several other anomalies initially considered as possibly of archaeological origin. None of the linear features produced finds, datable or otherwise. A single sherd of late medieval//early post-medieval pottery was the only find recovered from the site presumably representing manuring of farmland at that time.

On the basis of these results it is considered that the site has low archaeological potential.  
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

	Trench 
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	20.5
	2.1
	0.28
	0-0.25m light brown friable clay silt topsoil; 0.25m+ orange boulder clay with some chalk pellets and flinty and cherty pebbles, natural geology

	2
	24.2
	2.1
	0.52
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.45m brown silty clay subsoil with flint inclusions; 0.45m+ light grey silty clay, natural geology

	3
	24.2
	2.1
	0.45
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m boulder clay, natural geology

	4
	24.7
	2.1
	0.73
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.73m subsoil; 0.73m+ boulder clay, natural geology. Gully 3. Plate 1

	5
	23.2
	2.1
	0.4
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ boulder clay, natural geology

	6
	21.2
	2.1
	0.3
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ boulder clay, natural geology

	7
	23.3
	2.1
	0.36
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ boulder clay, natural geology

	8
	23.2
	2.1
	0.35
	0-0.26m topsoil; 0.26m+ boulder clay, natural geology

	9
	25.6
	2.1
	0.3
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ boulder clay, natural geology

	10
	24.8
	2.1
	0.32
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ boulder clay, natural geology. Gully 1.
Plate 2

	11
	26.6
	2.1
	0.45
	0-0.27m topsoil; 0.27-0.4m subsoil; 0.4m+ boulder clay, natural geology

	12
	21.5
	2.1
	0.5
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25-0.4m subsoil; 0.4m+ boulder clay, natural geology. Gully 2.

	13
	15
	2.1
	0.28
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ boulder clay, natural geology

	14
	10.7
	2.1
	0.26
	0-0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ boulder clay, natural geology


APPENDIX 2: Feature details
	Trench
	Cut
	Fill (s)
	Type
	Date
	Dating evidence

	10
	1
	50
	Ditch
	undated
	-

	12
	2
	51
	Ditch
	undated
	-

	4
	3
	52
	Ditch
	undated
	-
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Figure 5. Sections. FQF 06/59
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Figure 3. Location of trenches. FQF 06/59
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site.
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Figure 1. Location of site in relation to Finmere and
within Oxfordshire.
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