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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out at 39 New Road, Ruscombe, Twyford, Berkshire (SU 7955 7660) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr David Ewins of 31 Boston Gardens, Brentford, Middlesex, TW8 9LS on behalf of Mr Phil Harris.
A planning application (F/2008/0709) has been submitted to Wokingham Borough Council for the construction of two detached bungalows, access, parking and associated landscaping. As a consequence of the possibility of archaeological remains on site, which might be damaged or destroyed by groundworks, a field investigation in the form of machine trenching has been requested, in order to provide information on the archaeological potential of the site so as to inform the planning process. Based on the results of this initial phase of works, an appropriate mitigation scheme could then be devised if necessary. This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Ms Mary O’Donoghue, Archaeology Officer with Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the Borough. 

The fieldwork was undertaken by Danielle Milbank and James McNicoll-Norbury on the 24th June 2008 and the site code is NRR08/76. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the west side of New Road in the northern margins of the village of Ruscombe. Ruscombe lies on the outskirts of the town of Twyford, which is c. 5km north-east of Reading (Figs 1 and 2). The site comprises a fairly level plot occupied by a single bungalow, sheds, a swimming pool (filled in) and garden areas. It lies at a height of c.48m above Ordnance Datum. The underlying geology is Plateau Gravel which is the Lynch Hill terraces (BGS 1971; Wymer 1999 map 6) and was encountered in both trenches in the form of poorly-sorted orange sand and flint gravel. 
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential site is highlighted in a brief prepared by Ms Mary O’Donoghue of Berkshire Archaeology. In summary, the site lies to the south of an area containing a possible burnt mound. This was located during a field survey (Ford 1987): such mounds are thought to be associated with communal cooking activity and are typically dated to the Bronze Age. A cluster of struck flint, probably representing Neolithic or Bronze Age occupation, was also located nearby, and cropmarks (visible from the air) possibly indicate further (undated) activity. The parish church of Ruscombe, and presumably the historic centre of the village, which was documented from late Saxon times, lies to the south-east. The Ordnance Survey map records the find of a Palaeolithic axe around 40m south of the site; Wymer (1999, map 13) catalogues several more from nearby, some of which are thought to be in primary locations.
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. The specific research aims of the project are:
 to determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on the site; 
to determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present; and 
to determine if deposits of prehistoric, Roman, Saxon or medieval date are present. 

Two 6m-long trenches were to be excavated by JCB-type machine fitted with a 1.6m wide ditching (toothless) bucket. These were positioned to examine the area of the footprint for the proposed bungalow to the rear of the plot. The trenches were excavated under constant supervision by an archaeologist, cleaned using hand tools where appropriate, and all spoilheaps were monitored for finds. This work was to be carried out in such a way as not to compromise the integrity of any features that might warrant preservation in situ or might better be excavated under conditions pertaining to full investigation.
A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1.

Results

Trench 1 (Plate 1)

Trench 1 was aligned SW-NE, measured 5.8m long and was 0.36m deep overall (Figs 3 and 4). The stratigraphy encountered was a topsoil layer 0.30m thick, which directly overlay the orange sand and flint gravel geology. A test pit was excavated at the north-east end, in order to confirm the nature of underlying deposits. This was dug to a depth of 0.65m and showed that the gravel geology was consistent to this depth. No archaeological finds or features were encountered. 
Trench 2 (Plate 2)

Trench 2 was also aligned SW-NE, was 1.6m wide, 0.30m deep and 6.40m long overall (Figs 3 and 4). Here, topsoil 0.29m thick directly overlay orange sand and gravel geology. At the south-west end, a possible feature was investigated and was found to be a modern truncation containing brick and glass fragments (not retained). No archaeological deposits or features were encountered.  
Conclusion

The two trenches showed that the topsoil layer was very shallow and contained frequent gravel inclusions, and no subsoil layer was present. Taking into account the setting of the site, with arable fields on the east of New Road, it is likely that the ground level of the plot had been reduced at some stage. Previous development of the site for housing may have involved topsoil and subsoil removal, with some topsoil reinstated. The modern truncation was infilled with a gravelly deposit which contained modern brick and glass fragments and may be associated with the construction of the previous building. It is not possible to ascertain if a significant amount of natural gravel was removed from the site previously during ground reduction, and the natural gravel observed in the bases of the two trenches may not represent the true original upper horizon of the gravel. Nevertheless, it seems likely that the archaeologically relevant levels have survived on the site but on this occasion, no archaeological features or deposits were observed in the evaluation trenches. On this basis, the site must have low archaeological potential.  
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at SW end
	Trench 
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	5.8
	1.6
	0.36
	0.00m-0.30m topsoil; 0.30m+ orange sand and gravel geology. Test pit 0.65m at NE end [Plate 1]

	2
	6.4
	1.6
	0.30
	0.00m-0.29m topsoil; 0.29m+ orange sand and gravel geology 

[Plate 2]
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Figure 4. Representative sections, trenches 1 and 2
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Figure 3. Location of trenches within site NRRO08/76
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on New Road.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey SU7876 at 1:1250.

Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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Figure 1. Location of site within Ruscombe
and Berkshire.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Explorer 159 at 1:12500.
Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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