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Land to the rear of Windyridge, Elizabeth Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire
An Archaeological Evaluation

by Tim Dawson

Report 12/110

Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out at land to the rear of properties

known as Willows, Windyridge and Dormers, Elizabeth Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire (NGR SU 7447

8168) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Neil Boddington of Boddingtons Planning, Westfield House,

31 Shirburn Street, Watlington, Oxfordshire OX49 5BU on behalf of Messrs Hunt, Wood and Murray, c/o

Windyridge, Elizabeth Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire.

Planning permission has been sought from South Oxfordshire District Council (appln no. P11/S0086)

regarding the construction of four new houses in the land to the rear of Willows, Windyridge and Dormers. In

order to inform the determination of the application, the implementation of an archaeological field evaluation has

been requested, to define the character and extent of any archaeological remains within the application area.

This is in accordance with the Department for Communities and Local Government’s National Planning

Policy Framework (NPPF 2012), and the District Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was

carried out to a specification approved by Mr Richard Oram, Planning Archaeologist at Oxfordshire County

Council. The fieldwork was undertaken by Aiji Castle, Tim Dawson and James Goodall, assisted by Simon

Collcutt on 11th July 2012 and the site code is WHO 12/110. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley

Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located on the south-western edge of Henley-on-Thames, c.2km west of the river Thames, which

flows north past the town (Fig. 1). It consists of the back gardens, all grass lawns, belonging to three houses on

the western side of Elizabeth Road (Fig. 2). The area lies on high ground which slopes gently downhill towards

the north-east before starting to descend steeply down into Henley c.300m to the north-west of the site. The

underlying geology is described as 5th (Black Park) Terrace Deposits being laid down by the ancient channel of

the Thames which flowed between Caversham and Henley (BGS 1980). This was observed, albeit in a variety of

guises, in the trenches excavated on site. The site has an area of c.0.17ha and is at a height of c.76m above

Ordnance Datum.
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Archaeological background

The application site is located in an area of considerable archaeological potential, 360m north of the Scheduled

Ancient Monument of Highlands Farm Palaeolithic Site (SAM 254). Some half a million years ago the River

Thames flowed north-eastwards from Caversham, past St Albans to Clacton before joining the River Rhine

somewhere beneath the present North Sea (Wymer 1961). From the effects of glaciation, river downcutting and

land uplift in subsequent times the course of the Thames has been deflected southwards to its present course,

leaving relict gravel terraces in its wake. Examination of 19th- and early 20th-century gravel workings at

Highlands Farm to the south and Hernes Farm to the north recovered numerous flint tools of lower Palaeolithic

date representing some of the earliest ancestral human presence in the British Isles, with Highlands Farm itself

being especially prolific (Wymer 1968; 1999; Morigi et al. 2011).

Objectives and methodology

The aims of the evaluation are to determine the presence/ absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date

of any archaeological or palaeoenvironmental deposits within the area of development. This work was to be

carried out in a manner which will not compromise the integrity of archaeological features or deposits which

warrant preservation in-situ, or might better be excavated under conditions pertaining to full excavation.

The specific research aims of this project are:

to determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present.

to determine if any prehistoric occupation or landscape features are present on the site.

to determine if there are later prehistoric, Roman, Saxon or medieval deposits present on the site;

and

to determine if any Palaeolithic finds are present within any gravel deposits on the site.

These objectives were to be achieved by the excavation of three 7m-long trenches within the footprints of

the proposed houses to expose the natural geology and any intrusive archaeological features. A test-pit was also

to be dug at the western end of Trench 2 to enable the study of the underlying gravel geology by a quaternary

specialist (Dr Simon Collcutt). All trenches were to be c. 1.6m wide. All potential archaeological features were

to be hand-cleaned and excavated and spoil heaps were to be monitored for finds.
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Results

Two of the trenches and the test pit were dug, under the supervision of an archaeologist, using a 1 tonne mini-

digger with ditching bucket. However the third trench was hand-dug due to restricted access for the machine.

The trenches ranged in length from 2.0m to 8.8m and in depth from 0.45m to 0.5m; all were aligned

approximately west–east. The position of Trench 3 was moved c.3m to the west due to obstructions at its original

position caused by a greenhouse and pond. (Fig. 3).

A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is

given in Appendix 1.

Trench 1
Trench 1 was 2.0m long and 0.45m deep. The stratigraphy consisted of 0.10m of topsoil and 0.25m of subsoil

(mid brown-grey silty sand) overlying natural geology, which was red-brown clay/sand with gravel and

subangular flints (Fig. 4). No archaeological finds or deposits were present.

Trench 2 (Pl. 1)
Trench 2 was 8.8m long and 0.5m deep. The stratigraphy consisted of 0.15m of topsoil and 0.23m of subsoil,

overlying natural geology (as in Trench 1). No finds were recovered and no archaeological features were present.

A test pit was excavated at 3.4m from the west end of the trench to a depth of 1.8m. A report on this forms

Appendix 2.

Trench 3 (Pl. 2)
Trench 3 was 7.0m long and 0.45m deep. The stratigraphy consisted of 0.12m of topsoil and 0.25m of subsoil

overlying natural geology which here was gravel in a silty sand matrix. Areas of root disturbance of the gravel

surface  were noted bit no finds were recovered and no archaeological features were present.

Finds

No finds of archaeological interest were present in any of the trenches or spoilheaps.

Conclusion

Based on the results of this evaluation the site has no archaeological potential for periods later than the

Palaeolithic. Gravel deposits present at 1.7m below the modern ground surface match those noted at Highland

Farm and do not appear to be in-situ river gravels but have been disturbed. These deposits appear to be
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archaeologically sterile. The sandy deposits overlying these, however, potentially represent collapsed bank and

while again not in- situ could possess the potential to contain meaningful secondary assemblages of Palaeolithic

material, even though no finds were recovered here. It seems improbable that organic materials would have

survived to enhance the importance of any stone tool assemblage.
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

Trench  Length (m) Breadth (m) Depth (m) Comment
1 2.0 1.6 0.45 0–0.10m topsoil; 0.10–0.35m subsoil; 0.35m+ natural geology gravelly

clay/sand
2 8.8 1.6 0.50

(TP 1.8m)
0–0.15m topsoil; 0.15–0.38m subsoil; 0.38m+ natural geology gravelly
clay/sand. Test Pit 3.4m from west end is described in Appendix 2. [Pl. 1]

3 7.0 1.6 0.45 0–0.12m topsoil; 0.10–0.37m subsoil; 0.37m+ natural geology gravelly
clay/sand [Pl. 2]

APPENDIX 2: Lithostratigraphy and assessment of Palaeolithic potential
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Figure 1. Location of site within Henley-on-Thames and

Oxfordshire.
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site off Elizabeth Road.

SU74400             74500

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital mapping under licence.
 Crown copyright reserved. Scale: 1:1250

81600

81700

N

WHO 12/110

SITE







Plate 1. Trench 2, looking east, test pit part dug. Scale: 2m.

Plate 2. Trench 3, looking west, Scales: 2m and 1m.

Plates 1 and 2.
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TIME CHART

Calendar Years

Modern AD 1901

Victorian AD 1837

Post Medieval  AD 1500

Medieval AD 1066

Saxon AD 410

Roman AD 43
BC/AD

Iron Age 750 BC

Bronze Age: Late 1300 BC

Bronze Age: Middle 1700 BC

Bronze Age: Early 2100 BC

Neolithic: Late 3300 BC

Neolithic: Early 4300 BC

Mesolithic: Late 6000 BC

Mesolithic: Early 10000 BC

Palaeolithic: Upper 30000 BC

Palaeolithic: Middle 70000 BC

Palaeolithic: Lower 2,000,000 BC
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