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1. Non-Technical Summary

A trench oriented northeast-southwest and measuring 10.00m x 1.00m was opened within the garden at the rear of the property.

The probable remains of a building were revealed at a depth of 0.58m below the existing ground surface, comprising a single course of tightly laid rubble stones oriented east-west. Within stone fragments sealing the western portion of the feature were a number of animal bone fragments and two sherds of c.14th century pottery. 

Although the boundary of the ‘Town ditch’ can be traced to the rear of the properties on the east side of Hereford Road, including The Throne, the evaluation revealed no evidence of a defensive circuit.

Report Specification

Archaeological Evaluation: Paul Jones BA

Historical research: Stephen Priestley MA

Report editor: George Children MA

Introduction

Border Archaeology was instructed by Mr & Mrs T. Clement to undertake an archaeological evaluation within the garden area located at the rear of The Throne Hereford Road Weobley Herefordshire, the purpose being to assess the nature of any archaeological remains. 

Copies of this report will be sent to Mr & Mrs Clement, Herefordshire Archaeology and the County Sites & Monuments Record.
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Figure 1: Site location plan

2. Geology

The site and surrounding area comprise soils of the ESCRICK 1 (571p) soil association, consisting of deep well drained reddish coarse loamy soils, with some similar soils with slowly permeable subsoils and slight seasonal waterlogging and some slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged reddish fine silty soils. The geology consists of reddish till.

3. Archaeological & Historical Background

The earliest reference to a settlement at Weobley occurs in the Domesday Survey of 1086.  The name Weobley (given in DB as ‘Wibelai) is of Old English origin, denoting ‘a woodland clearance belonging to a man called Wiobba’ (Mills, 2003, 490).  In 1086, the manor of Weobley was held by a Norman baron named Roger de Lacy who held an extensive fief in Herefordshire and Shropshire.  The main caput or administrative centre of the de Lacy estates was at Ludlow, but, by the early 12th century, the de Lacy family had built several castles in Herefordshire, at Ponthendre, Longtown and Weobley.

The castle at Weobley is first documented in 1138, when it was besieged and taken by King Stephen, the castle having being seized by disaffected barons in a dispute over the partition of the extensive Lacy inheritance in Herefordshire and Shropshire (Shoesmith, 2000, 9-10).  This almost certainly refers to the extensive ringwork and bailey earthwork on the southern margin of the village, situated to the W of Hereford Street.  There appears originally to have been a substantial stone castle on the site, but any traces have long since disappeared (Pevsner, 1963, 313).  The castle was described as decayed by the Tudor antiquarian John Leland in 1535 and the remaining stonework appears to have been demolished by the late 17th century.

The de Lacy family remained in possession of Weobley until the death of Walter de Lacy in 1239.  The de Lacy estate was then partitioned among the daughters of Walter de Lacy, Weobley passing to Margaret, who married John de Verdon (d.1274).  The Verdon family held Weobley until 1316; it then passed through several hands before coming into the possession of the Devereux family in 1388.  The Devereuxs (created Earls of Essex in the 16th century) continued to hold Weobley until 1646; it was thereafter held by the Thynne family of Longleat during the 17th/18th centuries.

By the middle of the 13th century, Weobley, like its neighbour at Pembridge, appears to have developed from a large, moderately prosperous village into a small market town of some local importance.  In 1231, a grant of an annual fair to be held at Weobley was obtained from King Henry III by Walter de Lacy, then lord of the manor.  It appears that Weobley had been established as a borough by 1255 and it sent representatives to Parliament between 1295 and 1304 (Noble, 1964, 65).

There is evidence suggesting that the topography of the village of Weobley reflects a deliberate, planned reorganization of settlement, which may have occurred in the early 13th century, or perhaps earlier.  This is particularly suggested by the triangular layout of the marketplace immediately to the N of the castle and the survival of long rectangular strips, characteristic of medieval burgage plots, immediately to the W of the marketplace.  There is also evidence of a defensive circuit around the medieval settlement of Weobley, called the ‘Town ditch’, which consisted of an earthen bank and ditch. Remains of the ‘Town ditch’ can be seen quite clearly just N and E of the church and its boundary can be traced to the rear of the properties on the E side of Hereford Road (including The Throne).  

Later 19th century cartographic evidence (in particular the Weobley tithe map and the 1st edition OS map of 1891) suggests that a medieval enclosed park, belonging to the lord of Weobley Castle, may have been located close to the properties lying E of Hereford Street, and that the boundary line to the rear of these properties could also indicate the boundary between the borough and the park.  The existence of a park in the manor of Weobley is noted in the Domesday Survey of 1086.

The uncommonly large number of timber-framed houses to have survived in Weobley, ranging in date from the 14th to the 17th centuries, seems to imply that Weobley continued to thrive as a market town during the late medieval, Tudor and Stuart periods. It was still mentioned as a market town in 1675. Unfortunately, the fire of November 1943 burned down the remaining buildings on the marketplace triangle; from the photographs and paintings which remain it seems that a substantial block of 15th to 17th century timber-framed buildings were destroyed.


During the English Civil War, Charles I visited Weobley and on 5th September. 1645, is reputed to have stayed at the farmhouse in Hereford Street now known as The Throne.  The present timber-framed building appears originally to have been built in the 16th century, extended in the early 17th century and subsequently added to in the late 18th century. The house, of two storeys, is built on an L-shaped plan, with ranges to the S and E and a small, single storey extension to the SE of the main building, of late 18th century date (RCHM, 1934, 202).  There is evidence of reused stonework in the interior of the house, which appears to be of late medieval date and may have originally come from the nearby castle.

4. Methodology

A single trench oriented NE-SW and measuring 10.00m x 1.00m was located against the NW boundary of the site and was machine excavated to the first significant archaeological horizon with any significant deposits or features being excavated by hand.

Any deposits, features, structures or disturbance within the excavated area were assessed using a detailed archaeological recording strategy, full written and drawn records being made in accordance with archaeological practices set out by the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

Features, deposits and structures considered significant were photographed using a 35mm SLR camera (colour) and a digital camera with a minimum 3 + mega pixel capacity.

Records included trench plans (scales of 1:20 and 1:50) and section drawings as appropriate (scale of 1:50), all such site information being linked to a spot height (value 105.20m OD) located in the road outside Throne View Cottage.


Figure 2: Trench location plan

5. Archaeological Evaluation

5.1 Trench 1

Prior to the exposure of significant archaeology, the garden topsoil (100) was reduced. This contained occasional fragments of c.18th/19thcentury pottery and animal bone. Natural deposits were exposed throughout the base of the trench (c.104.88m OD) and consisted of orange to brown sandy clays (101) overlying pinkish-red glacial tills containing fragmentary degraded mud/siltstone. 

During the reduction of (100) at the SW end of the trench the upper fill (107) of ditch [108] was exposed. This was located within the intermittent depth of (100) at c.0.26m below the existing ground surface, indicating that ditch [108] was cut during deposition of the garden soils. The fill of [108] consisted of redeposited natural soils (102) and (101) with fine lenses forming tip-lines of deposit (100). No finds were observed during the excavation and recording of fill (107). Excavation of this part of the trench exposed the extent of cut [108], which was also observed within both the NW and SE facing sections. The ditch consisted of a wide U-shaped profile measuring 1.14m in with a depth of 0.80m (104.94 OD). The base of the ditch was not fully exposed due to the unstable nature of the corresponding sides of the ditch within the sections. The loosely compacted composition of the fill of the ditch and the primary cut of the ditch midway within the garden topsoil probably relates this feature to the latter part of the post-medieval period, its function relating to the insertion of services; the full excavation of the ditch may have exposed these services. 
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Plate 1: Remains of stone wall (103) looking E

Reduction of garden topsoil (100) within the middle area of the trench exposed the remains of stone feature (103) at a depth of 0.58m below the existing ground surface (105.43m OD). This consisted of a single course of tightly laid rubble stones oriented E-W and bonded by a clayey sandy matrix, its primary bonding material having been wholly leached out by root activity. A slight lense of stone fragments sealed the western potion of the feature and within this were a number of animal bone fragments and two sherds of c.14th century pottery. The exposed section measured 2.70m E-W with a width of 0.70m at its E end. The western portion of the feature extended into the SE facing section. The E portion also appeared to extend into the section, probably forming a return extending in a northerly direction. The form and construction method of (103) probably relates to its having formed a dwarf sill wall to a structure of a composite nature that appears to have respected the northern boundary of the site. 
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Plate 2: Remains of stone wall (103) looking W

Located c.0.12m to the S of feature (103) was a sub-circular cut [106] measuring 0.60m E-W x 0.26m N-S with a depth of 0.09m (base 105.22.OD). This contained a single fill (105) consisting of a grey to black coarse sandy clay containing charcoal flecks and fragments. It was difficult to interpret the function and relationship of [106] due to its isolated position.                     
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Figure 3: Plan of trench showing wall (103) and cut [106]
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Figure 4: SE-facing trench section

[image: image7.jpg]



Plate 3: NE-facing section

6. Summary

The remains of a stone feature (103), consisting of a single course of tightly laid rubble stones oriented E-W, were revealed at a depth of 0.58m below the existing ground surface. Found within a slight lense of stone fragments sealing the western potion of this feature were a number of animal bone fragments and two sherds of c.14th century pottery. 

Based upon its form and the construction method used, the feature appeared to form a dwarf sill wall probably relating to a composite structure; this structure seems to have respected the northern boundary of the site.
More difficult to interpret was a sub-circular cut [106] measuring 0.60m E-W x 0.26m N-S with a depth of 0.09m. Located c.0.12m to the S of feature (103), this cut contained a single fill (105) consisting of a grey to black coarse sandy clay containing charcoal flecks and fragments.

The evaluation revealed no evidence of the defensive circuit known as the ‘Town ditch’. 
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