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1. Non-Technical Summary 
 
This archaeological desk-based assessment, undertaken prior to the replacement of a water 
mains pipeline extending from Long Newnton to Tetbury, has identified limited evidence of 
archaeology in the vicinity of the pipeline route, although there is potential for alluvial 
deposits of geoarchaeological and palaeoenvironmental significance to be identified where 
the pipeline route crosses the River Avon on the SE outskirts of the historic market town of 
Tetbury. 
 

 No archaeological sites or findspots of prehistoric or Roman date have been 
identified within the pipeline corridor (defined as being 100m on either side of the 
proposed route), although evidence of prehistoric and Roman activity has been 
identified in the wider locality of the route, including an extensive scatter of 
prehistoric worked flints in fields close to Boldridge Farm and a possible Roman 
occupation site E of Newnton House.   

 

 Recorded evidence for medieval occupation in the vicinity of the pipeline route is 
similarly sparse, chiefly limited to an irregular oval cropmark enclosure initially 
identified as a possible deer park enclosure of medieval or post-medieval date, 
although the evidence of historic documents and mapping (in particular an estate 
survey of 1748) suggest that it could represent a defined area of managed woodland 
established in the Saxon period.  The enclosure is situated approximately 130m NE of 
the pipeline route and therefore no impact on the feature is anticipated.   

 

 Consultation of aerial photographs relating to the study area (dating back to 1946) 
revealed no apparent evidence of medieval settlement features in the fields to the W 
of Long Newnton.  The fieldscape in the area traversed by the pipeline route appears 
largely to have been established by the mid-18th century (as shown on the 1748 
estate survey), although there was a limited degree of reorganization of field 
enclosures in the mid-19th century. 

 

 The pipeline route directly crosses the line of the disused late 19th century railway line 
from Kemble to Tetbury, opened in 1889 and closed in 1964.  There is potential for 
encountering remains associated with the construction of the railway, although there 
is no documentary or map evidence for ancillary structures close to the section of 
railway crossed by the proposed route.    

 

 The pipeline route will also directly cross the River Avon, the course of which runs 
immediately adjacent to the railway line.  In this specific area, there is potential for 
encountering alluvial deposits of geoarchaeological and palaeoenvironmental 
significance relating to the formation of the Avon valley over a considerable period of 
time. 
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2. Introduction 
 
Border Archaeology undertook this archaeological desk-based assessment on behalf of 
Bristol Water to determine (a) the nature of the archaeological resource within the vicinity 
of a proposed replacement water main pipeline (fig.1) and (b) an appropriate level of 
mitigatory response. 
 
The route extends from a covered reservoir on the W side of a lane (Newnton Hill) 
immediately W of Long Newnton Church (NGR ST 90907 92418) for a distance of 260m N 
towards Church Farm (NGR ST 90960 92692). From this point, the pipeline route extends NW 
across open fields for an approximate distance of 1.34km towards the eastern outskirts of 
Tetbury, crossing the line of the disused Tetbury branch of the Great Western Railway and 
the River Avon (Tetbury Branch) before terminating at Herd Lane, Tetbury (NGR ST 89940 
93542). 
 
The proposed engineering strategy is directional drilling using access/egress pits 
approximately 100m apart but an open-cut methodology remains an option if engineering 
requirements so dictate. 
 
Copies of this assessment will be supplied to Bristol Water and to Charles Parry Esq., Senior 
Archaeological Officer, Gloucestershire County Council. 
 

2.1 Soils and Geology 
 
Two predominant soil types have been identified in the vicinity of the study area: 
 
1/ In the immediate vicinity of Long Newnton Church, the soil type comprises typical 
calcareous pelosols of the EVESHAM 1 series (411a), consisting of slowly permeable 
calcareous clayey soils associated with shallow well-drained brashy calacareous soils over 
limestone. The underlying solid geology comprises Jurassic clay and limestone. 
 
2/ In the fields extending NW from Long Newnton towards Tetbury, the soil type comprises 
the brown rendzinas of the ELMTON 2 series (343b), consisting of shallow well-drained 
brashy calcareous fine loamy soils over limestone, with some deeper fine loamy or fine 
loamy over clayey soils.  The underlying solid geology consists of Jurassic limestone and 
sandy limestone (SSEW, 1983). 
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Fig 1:  Plan showing the route of the proposed water mains pipeline from Long Newnton to Tetbury 
(marked in yellow)  
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3. Methodology 
 

3.1 Archaeological Assessment 
 
3.1.1 Research Aims 

 
This archaeological desk-based assessment seeks to identify any known or potential 
archaeological resource within the study area and to establish its character, extent, quality 
and importance, within a local, regional and national context. 
 
3.1.2 Research Methods 
 
The research carried out for this detailed archaeological assessment consisted of the 
following elements: 

 
3.1.3 Evaluation and study of archaeological databases 

 
A search was made of the National Monuments Record (English Heritage) and the 
Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record (HER) for any sites of archaeological or historic 
interest within a 200m corridor (100m on either side of the pipeline route). 
 
3.1.4 Evaluation and study of primary sources 
  
Primary documentary sources relating to the study area, where deemed necessary, were 
consulted at Gloucestershire Archives and the Wiltshire and Swindon Archives.  
 
3.1.5 Evaluation and study of secondary sources 

 
Secondary sources relating to the study area were consulted using the collections held at the 
Gloucestershire Archives and Wiltshire and Swindon Archives, including relevant articles in 
the Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society and the Wiltshire 
Archaeological and Natural History Magazine, as well as published and unpublished reports 
relating to archaeological work in the vicinity of the study area.  
 
3.1.6 Evaluation and study of cartographic and other pictorial evidence 
 
Historic maps dating back to c.1748, including estate maps, tithe maps and respective 
apportionments for Long Newnton and Tetbury parishes, were consulted at Gloucestershire 
Archives and the Wiltshire and Swindon Archives.  Copies of the Ordnance Survey 1st-4th 
edition 6-inch and 25-inch maps and later OS 1:2500 and 1:10000 scale maps (c.1960 to 
present) were obtained from the Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record, 
Gloucestershire Archives and Wiltshire and Swindon Archives.   
 
Aerial photographic records, including vertical and oblique photos ranging from the late 
1940s to the present day, were consulted at the National Monuments Record, Swindon. 
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4. Site Specific Analysis 
 
The specific study area comprises a 1.6km long section of a proposed water mains pipeline 
route extending from a reservoir on the W side of a lane immediately W of Long Newnton 
Church (NGR ST 90907 92418) for a distance of 260m N towards Church Farm, from where 
the pipeline route then extends NW across open fields for an approximate distance of 
1.34km towards the eastern outskirts of Tetbury, crossing the line of a disused railway and 
the River Avon before terminating at Herd Lane (NGR ST 89940 93542). 

 
4.1 Consultation of Archaeological Records 
 
This section analyses the information available from records of archaeological work carried 
out in the vicinity of the proposed pipeline route and discusses its implications for the nature 
of the archaeological resource within the study area and the likely depth and survival of 
significant archaeological deposits and features.  
 
4.1.1 Conservation areas  
 
A small section of the proposed pipeline route (approximately 260m long), adjacent to Long 
Newnton church, runs through the designated Conservation Area of Long Newnton. 
  
4.1.2 Historic Landscape Characterisation 

 
The Historic Landscape Characterisation programme provides a framework for broadening 
our understanding of the whole landscape and contributes to decisions affecting tomorrow's 
landscape.  Relevant historic landscape characterisation information was supplied by 
Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record.  The landscape traversed by the pipeline has 
been mostly characterised as an area of ‘less regular organized enclosure partly reflecting 
former unenclosed cultivation patterns’ (A4), apart from a small area of unenclosed pasture 
(B1) where the pipeline route crosses the River Avon at the NW end of the route. 

 
4.1.3 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
 
The pipeline route does not run through or near any Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs); 
the nearest scheduled site, comprising the earthworks of a bowl barrow of possible Bronze 
Age date (Gloucs HER 3882; SAM no. 32343) is located approximately 950m N of the NW 
terminus of the pipeline route at NGR ST 900 944.  
 
4.1.4 Archaeological Sites 
 
The Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record was consulted to determine the nature 
and extent of the archaeological resource within the pipeline corridor, defined as being 
200m in width (100m on either side of the pipeline route).  Within the immediate vicinity of 
the pipeline corridor, a total of three individual sites were identified, consisting of the parish 
church of Long Newnton (of medieval origin), the site of a possible medieval or post-
medieval deer park and the dismantled line of a late 19th century railway from Kemble to 
Tetbury.  However, the relatively limited nature of the archaeological record for this area 
may simply reflect a lack of previous fieldwork undertaken in the locality, rather than 
necessarily being an accurate reflection of the archaeological resource.   
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 Prehistoric and Roman 
 
No recorded sites or findspots associated with prehistoric or Roman activity have been 
identified in the immediate vicinity of the pipeline corridor.  However, it should be noted 
that, within the wider locality of the pipeline route, evidence for prehistoric activity has been 
identified further to the E, within fields to the N of Boldridge Farm and adjacent to Addy’s 
Firs covert (approximately 1km E of the pipeline route) represented by a substantial scatter 
of worked flints, including arrowheads, scrapers and various implements, ranging in date 
from the Mesolithic period through to the Iron Age (Gracie 1942).  The site of a possible 
Roman settlement (apparently covering an area of two acres) has also been identified in 
fields situated E of Newnton House, approximately 900m ESE of the pipeline route 
(approximate NGR ST 9163 9156), from where an extensive spread of 1st-4th century pottery, 
roof and flue tiles, coins and a brooch was recovered.  Trial trenching on the site in the mid-
1960s also revealed evidence of postholes and a drain (Gracie 1968, 204). 
 
Archaeological evidence for prehistoric and Roman occupation in the vicinity of Tetbury is 
chiefly concentrated to the N of the town.  The scheduled remains of a possible late 
Neolithic/Bronze bowl barrow are located 500m ENE of Highfield Farm at NGR ST 900 944 
(Gloucs HER 3882), while evidence for late Iron Age/Roman occupation and quarrying 
activity has been recently identified in fields S of Highfield, approximately 700m NNW of the 
NW terminus of the pipeline route (CA 2010).  The earthworks of Tetbury Camp (Gloucs HER 
109) located to the S of the parish church, approximately 950m SE of the NW terminus of the 
pipeline route at Herd Lane, may represent an Iron Age hillfort (or possibly a Roman military 
station) overlain by a later medieval fortification (Douthwaite & Devine 2007, 19). 
 

 Medieval 
 
The site of a possible deer park enclosure of medieval or post-medieval date has been 
identified from aerial photography in fields to the NW of Church Farm (Gloucs HER 38126; 
NGR ST 90840 93367).  The shape of the enclosure is an irregular oval, the northern part of 
which is visible on historic mapping dating back to 1748, represented by field boundaries 
that remained intact until the early 20th century.  The southern part of the enclosure is 
visible as a line of disturbed vegetation and a soilmark; the pipeline route appears to run 
approximately 130m SW of the southern edge of the enclosure (at its closest point).  While 
in terms of its shape, the oval enclosure feature does superficially resemble a deer park, it 
appears somewhat small in size.  It should also be noted that no reference to a deer park at 
Long Newnton has been identified from documentary or cartographic sources.  However, it 
is significant that the field names recorded within the area of the enclosure in an estate 
survey of Long Newnton dated 1748, namely ‘Broad Grove Leaze’, the Roundabout Grove 
Leaze and ‘Little Grove Leaze’, point to the existence of a wooded grove or copse in this 
vicinity.   
 
Recent scholarship has suggested that the Anglo-Saxon place-name element ‘grove’ (OE 
grāfe) often denoted a compact, defined area of managed woodland established during the 
early medieval period to provide timber for an estate (Hooke 2010, 127-8).  In this particular 
instance, it is likely that the monks of Malmesbury Abbey, who held the manor of Long 
Newnton from well before the Norman Conquest, were responsible for creating this ‘grove’ 
or area of managed woodland.  It is also worth noting that an early 13th century charter 
recording an agreement between Abbot Walter Loring of Malmesbury and Sir Walter de 
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Ashley concerning pasture and cultivated land in the manors of Long Newnton and Ashley 
specifically mentions the ‘grove of Newnton’, although it cannot be positively identified with 
the cropmark enclosure to the NW of Church Farm (Brewer & Martin 1879-80, I, 445). 
 
The proposed pipeline route also runs along a lane immediately opposite the graveyard of 
Long Newnton parish church (Gloucs HER 8208).  The earliest reference to the church occurs 
in a papal bull of 1151 confirming possessions of Malmesbury Abbey; however, the late 15th 
century W tower is the only surviving remnant of the medieval edifice, the rest of the church 
having been rebuilt in 1841 and further remodelled in 1870 (Verey & Brooks 2002, 459). No 
documentary or cartographic evidence has been found to indicate that the churchyard 
boundary extended further to the W. 
 
The noted scholar John Aubrey, in his antiquarian collections relating to north Wiltshire 
compiled in the mid-17th century, refers to a tradition that the village ‘long time ago stood a 
little higher in the field, where they still plough up foundations of houses: the tradition is 
that it was burned and then built here, whence it was called Newnton, quasi New-town’ 
(Aubrey 1821, 17).  This has been interpreted as a reference to a deserted medieval 
settlement, although its precise location is unclear.  To date, no apparent evidence for a 
deserted medieval settlement site has been found in the vicinity of Long Newnton village, 
whether from aerial reconnaissance, archaeological fieldwork or reports of finds made 
during ploughing.  It is possible that Aubrey’s reference to the discovery of remains of 
masonry buildings could relate to the Roman farmstead or villa site located to the E of 
Newnton House. 
 
No recorded sites or findspots of medieval date have been identified in the vicinity of the 
NW terminus of the pipeline route, where it reaches the SE outskirts of the historic market 
town of Tetbury, a settlement of probable Saxon origin possibly to be identified with Tettan 
monasterium in a charter of King Aethelred of Mercia dated 681 and which subsequently 
occurs as Tettanbyrig in a later charter of c.872-915 (Smith 1964, 109; Douthwaite & Devine 
2007, 20).  The pipeline route crosses an elongated field adjoining the River Avon called ‘The 
Herd’, a name which appears to have come into use by no later than c.1630 to denote a long 
stretch of waste ground running parallel to the river, the name of which evidently suggests 
an association with pasturing livestock (Herbert & Pugh 1976, 270).   
 

 Post-Medieval 
 
At the NW end of the proposed route, which lies just within the SE outskirts of Tetbury, the 
pipeline directly crosses the dismantled line of the Kemble to Tetbury branch of the Great 
Western Railway, which was opened in 1889 and closed in 1964 (Gloucs HER 3935).  The line 
of the railway crosses the Avon to the SE of Wor Well (the source of the Tetbury branch of 
the Avon) and then turns westwards, running roughly parallel with the course of the river 
(little more than a heavily overgrown stream) and then curving sharply southwards before 
reaching its terminus at Tetbury railway station, originally constructed of wood and rebuilt in 
brick in 1913 (Maggs 1991, 106-7).  In 2002, the railway line was converted to use as a 
recreational open space and country walk (Tetbury Rail Land Park). 
 
No evidence of ancillary buildings associated with the railway (eg. goods sheds, halts or 
signal boxes) has been identified in the location where the pipeline route crosses the railway 
line, although the track-bed has survived and there are visible remains of railway sleepers in 
close proximity, although it is not clear whether these are in situ remains or were moved 
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there at a later date.  An archaeological assessment of the railway line undertaken in 2001 
prior to development established the location of the railway embankment, track and various 
associated buildings of which no above-ground evidence has survived (Derham 2001; Gloucs 
HER 41888). 
 

 
 

Fig. 2: Map showing location of archaeological sites recorded in the Gloucestershire Historic 
Environment Record within the pipeline corridor (defined as being 100m on either side of the pipeline 

route) extending from NGR ST 90907 92418 - ST 89940 93542 
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4.2 Documentary Study and Map Regression (including Aerial Photography) 
 
4.2.1 Medieval to c.1850 
 
Apart from a small section of the route at its NW terminus, located within allotment gardens 
immediately S of Herd Lane on the Tetbury side of the River Avon, the majority of the 
pipeline route lies within the parish of Long Newnton, a territorial unit of pre-Conquest 
origin which belonged during the medieval period to Malmesbury Abbey.  For administrative 
purposes, the parish lay in Wiltshire until 1930 when it was transferred to Gloucestershire. 
 
The earliest specific reference to Long Newnton occurs in a charter dated 1065 by which 
King Edward the Confessor confirmed various gifts of land to Malmesbury Abbey, including 
30 hides of land at Newentuna given by King Aethelred of Mercia, situated ‘on the west side 
of the public highway called the Fosse’.  Both the text of this confirmation and Aethelred’s 
charter of gift (dated 681) are viewed as of doubtful authenticity; however, the grants of 
land they confirm may well be genuine (Kelly 2005, no. 33; Finberg 1961, nos. 2, 180).  The 
Domesday Survey of 1086 records the manor of Newnton as being held by Malmesbury 
Abbey; it was a substantial estate, assessed at 30 hides (15 of which were held in demesne) 
with 19 villeins, five cottars and four slaves.  There were two mills, 80 acres of pasture and 
18 acres of meadow; the total value of the manor was assessed at £18 in 1086 (Moore 
1982).    
 
The estate of Long Newnton remained in the possession of Malmesbury Abbey until the 
Dissolution, at which point it was acquired by the Estcourt family of Shipton Moyne, who 
had already obtained land within the manor by the mid-15th century.  The manor of Long 
Newnton continued to be held by the Estcourt family until the 20th century and a substantial 
quantity of documentary and cartographic evidence survives relating to their long tenure of 
the estate. 
 
The earliest map to depict the manor of Long Newnton in appreciable detail is a ‘map of the 
manor of Newnton in the county of Wilts belonging to Edmund Estcourt of Shipton Moyne in 
the County of Gloucester’, drawn up in 1748 by a local surveyor, Stephen Jefferys of 
Minchinhampton (fig. 3).  The survey depicts in remarkable detail the roads, trackways and 
field boundaries within the manor and provides details of acreages.  The slightly meandering 
roadway leading N from the Malmesbury Road (present-day B4014) up to Church Farm as 
shown on the Jeffreys map appears to be identical to that existing today; however, the 
continuation of the present road (Newnton Hill) running due N towards Little Larkhill Farm 
did not exist in 1748.  Instead, the 1748 map shows a lane extending northwards from 
Crudwell Lane, to the E of Church Farm and then branching off further to the N with lanes 
leading to Little Larkhill and Great Larkhill, respectively. 
 
The pattern of enclosure within the fields to the W of Church Farm as shown on the 1748 
map has changed in some respects from its present-day appearance, although much of it 
remains intact and easily discernible.  From Church Farm, the proposed pipeline route 
extends NW through a large irregularly shaped field marked on the 1748 estate map as 
‘Upper Church Field’ before crossing through two rectilinear enclosures  marked as Seven 
and Eight Acres, respectively (now combined into a single rectangular field enclosure).  The 
route then extends NW through the SW corner of a field marked as the ‘Lower Cow Leaze’ 
on the Jeffreys map and continues through two fields called ‘Silcocks Hither and Farther 
Ground’, before entering a large rectilinear enclosure marked as the ‘Long Down’; the 
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boundaries of the latter field have survived essentially intact up to the present day.  The 
name of the field immediately NE of ‘Long Down’, called ‘The Breach’, denotes land broken 
up for cultivation and it is likely that a significant proportion of the fields W of Long Newnton 
to the Avon had been under cultivation for a considerable time before the mid-18th century. 
 
‘Silcock’s Hither and Farther Ground’ appear to relate to a small holding held by the Silcock 
family, who appear as residents in the parish by c.1700.  ‘Silcock’s Farm’ is recorded in a 
lease of 1774 but appears to have vanished by the late 1830s (GRO Ref. D1571/E101).  The 
proposed pipeline route then crosses through a roughly rectangular field termed ‘The Eleven 
Acres’ before reaching an elongated, meandering strip of pasture ground called ‘Newnton 
Narrow Hill’, the N boundary of which immediately adjoins the course of the River Avon.  To 
the N of this, the 1748 marks the approximate location of Herd Lane, described as ‘The Hurd 
Way from Tetbury’.   
 

 
 

Fig.3: Extract from a copy of ‘a map of the manor of Newnton in the county of Wilts belonging to 
Edmund Estcourt of Shipton Moyne in the County of Gloucester’ drawn up in 1748 

(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 

 
Comparison between the 1748 estate map and the tithe map of Long Newnton parish dated 
1838 (GRO Ref. P229 SD 2/1) shows that the road pattern and fieldscape to the W of Long 
Newnton church had remained essentially intact, although there had been some limited sub-
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division and amalgamation of field enclosures (fig. 4). The large field opposite Long Newnton 
Church, called Upper Church Field, had been subdivided into three separate field enclosures, 
all of which were under arable cultivation (marked as Plot Nos. 57-59 on the 1838 map).  
Further to the NW, the fields marked as marked as ‘Silcocks Hither and Farther Ground’ on 
Jeffreys’ map of 1748 had been amalgamated to form a single enclosure listed in the tithe 
apportionment as ‘Silcock’s Twelve Acres’, which were then under pasture (marked as Plot 
No. 38 on the tithe map).  Continuing farther to the NW, the boundaries of the fields appear 
to have undergone little change; the ‘Eleven Acres’ and ‘Long Down’ (Plot Nos. 21 & 39 
respectively) were both under arable cultivation, while ‘Newnton Narrow Hill’ adjoining the 
Avon to the N is listed as ‘pasture’ (Plot No. 15). 
 

 
 

Fig. 4: Extract from the Long Newnton tithe map of 1838 (with pipeline route in red) 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 

 

A small section of the proposed pipeline route, after crossing the River Avon, runs NW up a 
steep, elongated pasture field to Herd Lane, on the SE outskirts of the market town of 
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Tetbury.   The boundaries of this field are first shown in detail on the Tetbury tithe map of 
1838 (GRO Ref. GDR T1/178); in the tithe apportionment it is described as ‘Part of Herd’ 
(Plot No. 220) owned by the municipal authority (the ‘Feoffees’ of Tetbury) and leased by a 
tenant named John Titcombe.  The field was then under pasture and covered an area of 
eight acres, 22 perches).  The adjoining field immediately to the SW (Plot No. 22) is listed as 
‘Gardens’ and appears to have been under arable cultivation.   

 

 
 

Fig. 5: Extract from the Tenbury tithe map of 1838 (with the proposed route superimposed in red) 
shown crossing the pasture field marked as Plot no. 220 (‘Part of Herd’) and reaching Herd Lane 

(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 

 
 

4.2.2 c.1850-1900 
 
At some point between c.1840 and 1865, several important changes had occurred both to 
the road layout and the pattern of field enclosure within the study area at Long Newnton, 
which are depicted on a detailed plan of the manor of Long Newnton (then belonging to 
Thomas Estcourt Esq.) drawn up in 1865 (GRO Ref. D1571/P4).  The most significant of these 
changes was the establishment of the lane called Newnton Hill on its modern alignment, 
running northwards from the Malmesbury Road past Church Farm (to the E) and then 
continuing N towards Little Larkhill and the road to Cirencester.   
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Fig. 6 Extract from a plan of the Estcourt estate at Long Newnton 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 

 
The 1865 estate map (fig. 6) also marks a school to the SW of the church, situated within a 
narrow plot adjoining the W side of Newnton Hill, which had been opened in 1863.  
Immediately N of the schoolyard, the 1865 map marks a small oblong enclosure adjoining 
the S side of a lane leading to the Malmesbury road (now a public bridleway) against which is 
faintly marked in pencil the words ‘Water reservoir’.  It appears that this represents the site 
of the existing covered water reservoir, which was originally built by the Estcourt family in 
the mid-1860s to provide a water supply for the school and adjacent houses.   
 
A series of accounts survive detailing the expenditure on the provision of a water supply for 
the village of Long Newnton, although these are dated 1868-70, suggesting that work on the 
reservoir may have begun in 1865 and was not completed until 1870 (GRO Ref. 
D1571/E365). 
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It also appears that the pattern of enclosure within the fields to the W of Church Farm was 
reorganized to some extent between 1838 and 1865 (presumably connected with the 
establishment of the new road).  The three fields collectively marked as ‘Upper Church Field’ 
on the 1838 tithe map (Plot Nos.57-59) had been amalgamated to form a single rectangular 
enclosure while the two fields marked on the 1748 and 1838 maps as ‘Seven Acres’ and 
‘Eight Acres’ (Plot Nos. 21 & 22 on the tithe map) had also been merged together as a single 
enclosure.  Immediately to the N, the irregular oblong shaped field listed in the 1748 and 
1838 map as ‘Lower Cow Lease’ had been subdivided and a rectilinear enclosure established 
(marked as Plot No. 40 on the 1865 estate map).  However, the more irregular, curvilinear 
field boundaries further to the N (possibly indicative of a medieval deer park or coppice 
enclosure) remained intact. 
 
The OS 1st edition 25-inch map of 1882 and 6-inch map of 1889 (fig. 7) show little change 
had occurred since 1865 to the pattern of settlement and field enclosure in the area 
traversed by the proposed route.  The only significant changes noted consist of the 
construction of a barn and associated yard on the W side of the lane opposite Church Farm 
and the establishment of a rifle range in the field marked on the tithe map as the ‘Eleven 
Acres’, just to the S of the River Avon.  The pipeline route would appear to run in close 
proximity to the site of the rifle range. 
 

 
 
Fig. 7: Extract from the OS 1st edition 6-inch map of 1889 with the pipeline route superimposed in red 

(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 
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4.2.3 c. 1900 to present 
 
Comparison between the OS 1st edition map of 1889 and the OS 2nd edition map of 1903 (fig. 
8) shows that the boundaries of the fields extending westwards of Long Newnton towards 
Tetbury had remained essentially unchanged, although the volunteer rifle range marked on 
the 1882 map in the field marked as the ‘Eleven Acres’, to the SE of the River Avon, had 
disappeared by 1900. 
 
The most obvious change visible on the OS 2nd edition map of 1900 is the line of the newly-
constructed Tetbury to Kemble branch of the Great Western Railway, which was opened in 
December 1889.  The line of the railway, which is now in use as a public footpath and is still 
clearly traceable, runs along the valley floor of the River Avon, flanked by steep cliffs on 
either side.   
 

 
 

Fig. 8: Extract from the OS 2nd edition 6-inch map of 1903 (with pipeline route superimposed in red) 
showing the line of the Kemble to Tetbury railway opened in 1889 

(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 
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Comparison between the OS 2nd edition map and later OS 3rd and 4th edition 6-inch maps 
(dated 1924 and 1955, respectively) and RAF aerial photographs dated 1946 and 1950 
indicates that the fieldscape and settlement pattern at Long Newnton remained largely 
unchanged throughout the first half of the 20th century (fig. 8).  The line of the railway also 
appears to have changed very little during this period; there is no evidence for ancillary 
buildings (eg. goods sheds, signal boxes etc.) in close proximity to the section of railway line 
crossed by the proposed pipeline route.   
 
Somewhat surprisingly, there is also no documentary or cartographic evidence for WWII 
military sites (eg. pillboxes) either in the fields W of Long Newnton or in the vicinity of the 
railway, although several pillbox sites have been recorded further to the N and E of Long 
Newnton. 
 

 
 

Fig. 9: Extract from the OS 3rd edition 6-inch map of 1924 with the pipeline route superimposed in red 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 
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5. Site Visit 
 
A site visit was carried out on 24th January 2012 and a photographic record of the study area 
undertaken from key vantage points along the pipeline route.   
 

 
 

Plate 1: View looking E from reservoir towards Long Newnton church at SE end of pipeline route 

 
The pipeline route extends from a covered reservoir located to the W of Long Newnton 
church (at NGR ST 90907 92418) along a lane for approximately 260m before turning sharply 
NW into a large ploughed arable field just to the SW of Church Farm (NGR ST 90960 92692) 
(plates 1 & 2).  The pipeline route then continues NW for 1.2km through another six fields, 
mostly under arable cultivation with hedged and partially tree-lined boundaries, before 
descending sharply to reach the valley of the River Avon and the railway line (plate 3).  
 

 
 

Plate 2: View looking NW where pipeline route enters ploughed field to the W of Church Farm 



                                                                                                                     

BA1202SHBWP3  DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT 
JANUARY 2012  PAGE 20 

SHIPTON MOYNE WATER MAINS REPLACEMENT SCHEME PHASE III  

A modern footpath, flanked by trees, follows the raised track-bed of the railway, running 
parallel to which is the course of the River Avon, which is little more than a stream at this 
point, heavily obscured by undergrowth.  A number of railway sleepers are visible in close 
proximity to the route, although it is unclear whether these are in situ or (more likely) 
relocated as part of the landscaping of the line when it was converted into a park.  After 
crossing the railway line and the Avon (NGR ST 89970 93519), the pipeline route continues in 
a NW direction, making a steep ascent up a pasture field immediately adjoining a woodland 
plantation before reaching its terminus at Herd Lane (NGR ST 89940 93542).  Several 
terraced banks are clearly visible in this field; it is unclear whether these banks are natural 
formations, cultivation features or the result of modern landscaping activity (plate 4). 
 

 
 

Plate 3: View looking ENE along line of disused Tetbury to Kemble branch railway 
 

 
 
Plate 4: View looking SE from Herd Lane along line of proposed pipeline route towards line of disused 

Tetbury to Kemble railway, with evidence of terracing in foreground 
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6. Conclusion 
 
This archaeological desk-based assessment, based on a detailed consultation of available 
sources of archaeological and historical information, has concluded that the proposed water 
mains replacement scheme from Long Newnton to Tetbury is likely to have a low impact, in 
overall terms, on the archaeological assets within its vicinity, with the possible exception of 
where the proposed route crosses the River Avon on the SE outskirts of Tetbury.   
 
Although no archaeological sites or findspots of prehistoric or Roman date have been 
identified within the pipeline corridor (defined as being 100m on either side of the proposed 
route) evidence of prehistoric and Roman activity has been identified in the wider vicinity of 
the route.  An extensive scatter of prehistoric worked flints ranging in date from the 
Mesolithic period to the Iron Age was previously discovered in several fields to the N of 
Boldridge Farm, while further to the SE, evidence of a possible Roman farmstead or villa site 
has been identified within fields to the E of Newnton House.  In view of the fact both of 
these sites are located at some distance from the proposed pipeline route, the likely 
potential for encountering archaeological finds or features associated with prehistoric or 
Roman activity has been assessed as low, although it should not be entirely discounted. 
 
An irregular oval enclosure has been identified from aerial photography within fields to the 
NW of Church Farm, approximately 130m NE of the pipeline route.  This enclosure, the 
boundaries of which are visible on an estate map of Long Newnton dated 1748, has been 
tentatively identified as a possible deer-park enclosure of medieval or post-medieval date.  
 
A more plausible interpretation, based on field-name evidence, suggests that the enclosure 
may represent a ‘grove’ or defined area of managed woodland, which may well have been 
established during the Anglo-Saxon period.  The pipeline route appears to run at least 130m 
SW of the southern boundary of the enclosure; consequently, there appears to be limited 
potential for encountering evidence of activity associated with the enclosure (eg. charcoal-
burning, livestock-rearing).    
 
The site of a possible deserted medieval settlement has been suggested in the vicinity of 
Long Newnton, based on a statement by the 17th century Wiltshire antiquary John Aubrey 
referring to remains of masonry buildings found during ploughing in fields close to the 
village; however, no apparent evidence for features associated with a medieval settlement 
has been identified in the fields to the W of Long Newnton either from aerial photography or 
field observation.  The potential for identifying evidence of medieval settlement, in terms of 
features, occupation deposits or finds has therefore been assessed as low. 
 
The pattern of enclosure in the fields extending W of Long Newnton towards Tetbury 
appears to have been largely established by the mid-18th century (as shown on the 1748 
estate survey), although later historic mapping indicates that a limited degree of 
reorganization of field boundaries took place in the mid-19th century, when the line of 
Newnton Lane was established on its present alignment to the W of Church Farm.  
 
The proposed route will directly traverse the line of the disused late 19th century railway 
from Kemble to Tetbury, which was closed in 1964 and has since been converted into a 
country park.  The proposed route crosses the track-bed of the railway (now a public 
footpath) and in spite of modern landscaping there is reasonably high potential for 
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encountering remains associated with the construction of the railway, although these may 
be viewed as being only of local significance.  
 
The pipeline route will also directly cross the River Avon, the course of which runs 
immediately adjacent to the railway line; consequently, there is moderate potential in this 
area for encountering alluvial deposits of geoarchaeological and palaeoenvironmental 
significance relating to the formation of the Avon valley over a considerable period.  
 

7. Mitigation and Engineering 
 
The location and depth of the access and egress pits is the obvious key element in observing 
any extant archaeological resource if the preferred engineering method for this scheme of 
directional drilling (DD) is maintained. It is also entirely possible that the DD may completely 
underpass the base of the River Avon.  
 
In view of the relatively poor level of archaeological evidence in this part of the Scheme of 
approximately 1.6kms, it would seem unlikely that a programme of archaeological 
observation would significantly add to the archaeological record. It would, however, seem 
sensible to undertake a programme of fieldwalking to recover artefactual evidence in 
advance of engineering works, the results of which will influence consideration of 
observation of strip back (where occurring) and pit excavation, not least in relation to the 
River Avon after engineering methodology has been confirmed. Once these have been 
concluded, consultation with Charles Parry, Senior Archaeologist Gloucestershire County 
Council will be undertaken forthwith and a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared if 
appropriate. 
 

8. Copyright 
 
Border Archaeology shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, tender 
documents or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs & Patents Act 1988 
with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to the client 
for the use of the report by the client in all matters directly relating to the project as 
described in the Project Specification. 
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