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1. Non-Technical Summary 
 
This archaeological desk-based assessment of a water mains pipeline replacement scheme 
extending from Herd Lane to Blind Lane Reservoir on the northern outskirts of the historic 
market town of Tetbury has identified that the proposed route extends through an area 
which potentially contains significant evidence of prehistoric and Roman occupation.   
 

 Early prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the study area is represented by finds of 
unstratified worked flints dating back to the Mesolithic period, recovered during 
recent fieldwork undertaken at Highfield Farm and to the SW of Blind Lane Reservoir. 

 

 Field investigations carried out to the S of Highfield Farm and to the W of Blind Lane 
have identified evidence for late Iron Age/Roman occupation with associated 
quarrying activity.   

 

 Significant archaeological features are likely to occur at a shallow depth, as natural 
geology occurs at about 0.45 below ground level. 

 

 The proposed pipeline route runs in very close proximity to an irregularly shaped 
enclosure and a complex of quarry pits identified during an archaeological evaluation 
on fields immediately S of Highfield Farm, which were found to contain pottery 
ranging in date from the 1st-4th centuries AD. Based on the results of these 
evaluations, there is evidently High potential for features and deposits associated 
with late Iron Age/Roman occupation and quarrying activity to be encountered, 
where the pipeline route crosses fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm and 
continues westwards up to the Blind Lane Reservoir. 

 

 During the medieval period, the majority of the study area lay within a large open 
common field known as the ‘North Hayes’, with little archaeological or documentary 
evidence for medieval settlement activity.  The fields at the NW end of the pipeline 
route (to the N of William Romney Secondary School) lie within the southern limits of 
an extensive medieval rabbit warren (‘The Coneygar’). 

 

 Evidence of ridge and furrow features of medieval or early post-medieval date have 
been identified from aerial photography and geophysical investigations in the vicinity 
of the pipeline route, particularly in the fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm.   
 

 Possible evidence for ridge and furrow has also been identified in the fields 
immediately N of the Tetbury Industrial Estate.  The potential for encountering 
archaeological evidence of medieval activity has been assessed as Moderate.   
 

 In close proximity are sites of several farm outbuildings and land division/water 
management features (eg. ponds) of probable post-medieval date marked on the 
1838 tithe map which appear to have been removed at some time during the mid to 
late 20th century. The potential for encountering evidence of post-medieval 
agricultural activity, in terms of farm outbuildings and land division/water 
management features, has been assessed as High although these features have been 
determined as being only of low (ie. local) significance. 
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2. Introduction 
 
Border Archaeology undertook this archaeological desk-based assessment on behalf of 
Bristol Water to determine the nature of the archaeological resource within the vicinity of a 
proposed replacement water main pipeline (Fig.1), the route of which extends NW of Herd 
Lane (NGR ST 89940 93542) along the southern edge of the grounds of Tetbury Town F.C. up 
to Cirencester Road.  The pipeline route then runs NE along the Cirencester Road and then 
turns sharply NW to enter fields to the N of Tetbury Industrial Estate (Northfield) crossing 
the London Road (A433) and continuing W through fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm, 
crossing playing fields immediately N of Sir William Romney Secondary School before 
reaching a covered reservoir situated on the W side of Blind Lane (NGR ST 88949 94366). 
 
As at December 2011, the proposed methodology is open cut trenching of about 0.6 -1.0m 
width for a new 250 diameter main 
 
Copies of this assessment will be supplied to Bristol Water for their initial consideration of 
the inherent implications of archaeological impact, engineering considerations, cost and 
programming. Any revisions (other than minor) as to route will require additional research & 
consideration in a revised Report. 

2.1 Soils and Geology 
 
The predominant soil type identified in the vicinity of the pipeline route comprises the 
brown rendzinas of the ELMTON 2 series (343b) consisting of shallow well drained brashy 
calcareous fine loamy soils over limestone with some deeper fine loamy or fine loamy over 
clayey soils.  The underlying solid geology consists of Jurassic limestone and sandy limestone 
(SSEW, 1983). 
 

 

Fig 1:  Plan showing the route of the proposed water mains pipeline  
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3. Methodology 
 

3.1 Archaeological Assessment 
 
3.1.1 Research Aims 
 
This archaeological desk-based assessment seeks to identify any known or potential 
archaeological resource within the study area and to establish its character, extent, quality 
and importance, within a local, regional and national context. 
 

3.1.2 Research Methods 
 
The research carried out for this detailed archaeological assessment consisted of the 
following elements: 

 
3.1.3 Evaluation and study of archaeological databases 
 
A search was made of the National Monuments Record (English Heritage) and the 
Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record (HER) for any sites of archaeological or historic 
interest within a 200m corridor (100m on either side of the pipeline route). 
 

3.1.4 Evaluation and study of primary sources 
  
Primary documentary sources relating to the study area, where deemed necessary, were 
consulted at Gloucestershire Archives. 
 

3.1.5 Evaluation and study of secondary sources 
 
Secondary sources relating to the study area were consulted using the collections held at the 
Gloucestershire Archives, including the Victoria County History of Gloucestershire and 
relevant articles in the Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, 
as well as published and unpublished reports relating to archaeological work in the vicinity 
of the study area.  
 

3.1.6 Evaluation and study of cartographic and other pictorial evidence 
 
Historic maps dating back to c.1770 including estate maps and the tithe map for Tetbury 
parish were consulted at Gloucestershire Archives.  Copies of the Ordnance Survey 1st-4th 
edition 6 inch and 25 inch maps and later OS 1:2500 and 1:10000 scale maps (c.1960 to 
present) were obtained from the Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record and 
Gloucestershire Archives.   
 
Aerial photographic records, including vertical and oblique photos ranging from the late 
1940s to the present day, were consulted at the National Monuments Record, Swindon. 
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4. Site Specific Analysis 
 
The specific study area comprises a 1.75km long section of a proposed water mains pipeline 
route extending from Herd Lane (NGR ST 89940 93542) and running through enclosed fields 
to the N of the Tetbury Industrial Estate.  After crossing London Road (A433), the pipeline 
route continues W through enclosed fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm, finally 
terminating at a covered reservoir immediately W of Blind Lane (NGR ST 88949 94366). 

 
4.1 Consultation of Archaeological Records 
 
This section analyses the information available from records of archaeological work carried 
out in the vicinity of the proposed pipeline route and discusses its implications for the nature 
of the archaeological resource within the study area and the likely depth and survival of 
significant archaeological deposits and features.  
 

4.1.1 Conservation areas  
 
The pipeline route does not run through any Conservation Areas; the designated 
Conservation Area of Tetbury lies approximately 450m SW of the route at its closest point.  
  

4.1.2 Historic Landscape Characterisation 
 
The Historic Landscape Characterisation programme provides a framework for broadening 
our understanding of the whole landscape and contributes to decisions affecting tomorrow's 
landscape.  Relevant historic landscape characterisation information was supplied by 
Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record.  The landscape that the proposed pipeline 
runs through has been mostly characterised as ‘less irregular enclosure partly reflecting 
former unenclosed cultivation patterns’ (A2) excepting a thin strip of land at the SW end of 
the pipeline route adjoining the River Avon, characterized as ‘largely unenclosed pasture’ 
(B1). 

 
4.1.3 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
 
The pipeline route does not run through or near any Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs), 
the nearest, the site of a probable bowl barrow of late Neolithic/Bronze Age date (SAM no. 
32343; Gloucs HER 3882) is located approximately 530m NE of the pipeline route at its 
closest point (NGR ST 900 944). 
 

4.1.4 Archaeological Sites 
 
The Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record was consulted to determine the nature 
and extent of the archaeological resource within the pipeline corridor, defined as being 
200m in width (100m on either side of the pipeline route).  Within the immediate vicinity of 
the pipeline corridor, a total of 13 individual sites were identified, including enclosure ditch 
and possible quarry pit features of late Iron Age/Roman date identified in two recent 
archaeological evaluations to the S of Highfield Farm and to the SW of the Blind Lane 
Reservoir (Gloucs HER 36987; 42718).  Evidence for medieval ridge and furrow has also been 
identified, as well as the remains of post-medieval water management features and 
demolished farm buildings. 
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 Prehistoric and Roman 
 
Archaeological evidence for prehistoric and Roman activity within the core of the existing 
historic market town of Tetbury is sparse, although this may be due to the relatively limited 
scope of the archaeological record for this particular area.  The earthworks of Tetbury Camp 
located to the S of the parish church, approximately 950m SW of the SE terminus of the 
pipeline route at Herd Lane, have been interpreted as representing an Iron Age hillfort (or 
possibly a Roman military station) overlain by a later medieval fortification (Douthwaite & 
Devine, 2007, 19). 
 
However, there is significant evidence for prehistoric and Roman activity on the northern 
outskirts of Tetbury, as indicated by extant earthworks, cropmark sites identified from aerial 
reconnaissance and the results of recent archaeological investigations in the area.  Evidence 
for funerary/ritual activity of late Neolithic or Bronze Age date is represented by the partially 
denuded earthworks of a pond barrow, measuring approximately 27m in diameter and 
1.65m in height, located approximately 530m NE of the pipeline route at its closest point 
(SAM no. 32343; Gloucs HER 3882). 
 
Possible evidence for settlement and field boundary/cultivation features of possible 
prehistoric or Roman date is represented by several cropmark features identified in the 
vicinity of the pipeline route.  The cropmark of a large sub-rectangular enclosure of possible 
late prehistoric or Roman date has been identified from an oblique aerial photograph to the 
northeast of Highfield Farm approximately 150m N of the proposed pipeline route (Gloucs HER 
21397; NGR ST 898 343). The enclosure is defined by a narrow ditch about 3m wide enclosing 
an area measuring about 338m × 208m.   
 
A number of archaeological investigations have been undertaken in the vicinity of the study 
area, chiefly focused on areas to the S of Highfield Farm and to the W of Blind Lane, which 
have yielded evidence for late prehistoric and Roman activity.  In 1997, an archaeological 
evaluation was carried out on land at London Road, Tetbury, Gloucestershire (Gloucs HER 
19822; NGR ST 897 941) prior to the construction of a new roundabout and access road, 
which revealed no archaeological features although a small unstratified assemblage of flint 
flakes, and heavily abraded Roman and medieval pottery was recovered from the subsoil, 
interpreted as a background scatter derived from occupation focused elsewhere (CA, 1997)   
 
In July-August 2010, a substantial programme of archaeological work was undertaken in six 
fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm, prior to the determination of a planning application 
for the residential development of the site (Gloucs HER 37006).  This initially comprised a 
geophysical survey of the fields in question, which identified evidence of a possible 
enclosure feature in the NW corner of the field immediately S of Highfield Farm, as well as a 
number of linear ditches and several possible pits or sites of burning in the eastern half of 
the same field.   
 
Following the geophysical survey, an extensive programme of trial trenching was undertaken 
within the six fields by Cotswold Archaeology (Gloucs HER 36987).  A small quantity of 
residual worked flint was recovered, including a flint core of Mesolithic date and a worked 
flake of unspecified prehistoric date. 
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Evidence of late Iron Age or early Roman activity was revealed in Trenches 16 and 17, 
located in the NW corner of the field immediately S of Highfield Farm in the vicinity of a 
possible enclosure feature identified during the geophysical survey (Gloucs HER 36991).  A 
ditch containing pottery dating to the 1st century AD was identified in Trench 16, which 
would appear to confirm the presence of a small enclosure identified by the earlier 
geophysical survey; while a shallow, undated ditch, probably forming part of the same 
enclosure was identified in Trench 17a.  Further to the E, within the same field, evidence of 
late Roman activity was identified in Trench 8 where a large, deep pit, probably relating to 
quarrying, contained pottery dating to the 3rd to 4th centuries AD (CA, 2010, 8).   
 
It would appear that the line of the proposed pipeline route, as indicated on the map 
supplied by Bristol Water, would run in close proximity to the late Iron Age/Roman features 
identified during the evaluation; approximately 10m N of the enclosure feature revealed in 
Trenches 16 and 17 and about 5m to the E of the possible quarry pit containing late Roman 
pottery identified in Trench 8.  It appears that any significant archaeological features and 
associated deposits in this area are likely to exist at a relatively shallow depth, as the natural 
substrate, comprising limestone and orange brown sandy clay, was identified at an average 
depth of 0.45m below ground level. 
 
Further evidence of late Iron Age/Roman activity has been identified in the vicinity of the 
Blind Lane Reservoir at the NW terminus of the pipeline route.  A recent programme of 
archaeological work was undertaken in fields to the W and NW of the Blind Lane Reservoir, 
in advance of a proposed housing development, comprising geophysical survey and 
extensive trial trenching.   
 
The programme of geophysical survey, undertaken in September 2011 (Gloucs HER 42568) 
identified various features including a rectilinear ditched enclosure situated in the field to 
the N of the Blind Lane Reservoir (Gloucs HER 42572; NGR ST 88921 94469) a series of 
anomalies interpreted as a series of possible ditches or pits associated with quarrying 
activity located to N, W and SW of the reservoir (Gloucs HER 42574) and the remains of a 
demolished building located approximately 100m W of the reservoir (Gloucs HER 42575). 
  
Following the geophysical survey, an extensive programme of trial trenching on the site was 
undertaken in December 2011 (Gloucs HER 42718; CA, 2011).  The evaluation trenches 
targeted on the anomalies revealed by the geophysical survey to the SW of the reservoir 
identified evidence of a ditch aligned NE-SW containing sherds of mid-1st-2nd century Roman 
pottery and a series of pits containing several residual worked flint flakes and a blade of 
Mesolithic or Early Neolithic date (Gloucs HER 42574; NGR ST 88854 94456).  The occurrence 
of unstratified worked flint of Mesolithic/Neolithic date in the evaluations undertaken at 
Highfield Farm and to the W of Blind Lane may suggest a focus of early prehistoric 
occupation or flint working somewhere nearby.  
 

 Medieval 
 
Recorded evidence of medieval archaeology in the vicinity of the pipeline route is limited in 
scope.  The area traversed by the proposed route lies well to the NE of the historic core of 
the medieval market town of Tetbury, a settlement of probable Saxon origin possibly to be 
identified with Tettan monasterium in a charter of King Aethelred of Mercia dated 681 and 
which subsequently occurs as Tettanbyrig in a later charter of c.872-915 (Smith, 1964, 109; 
Douthwaite & Devine 2007, 20).   
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During the medieval period, the majority of the area traversed by the pipeline route lay 
within an extensive open common field to the N and NE of the town, known as the ‘North 
Hayes’ or ‘Northway’.  There is scanty evidence of medieval settlement within the ‘North 
Hayes’, which appears to have comprised discrete areas of open pasture and arable 
cultivation.   
 
Little evidence for medieval field boundaries within the ‘North Hayes’ has survived, the 
existing pattern of fairly regular enclosed fields and scattered farmsteads being largely of 
early post-medieval date.  However, the extensive remains of ploughed out ridge and furrow 
of medieval or early post-medieval date was identified during the course of a geophysical 
survey undertaken in fields to the E, S and SW of Highfield Farm (Gloucs HER 37006).  Aerial 
photographs of the study area dated 1967 and 1975 show evidence for possible ridge and 
furrow features in the fields adjoining Highfield Farm and in two fields situated immediately 
NE of the Tetbury Industrial Estate.  
 
Documentary evidence indicates that the fields to the E of Blind Lane, immediately N of Sir 
William Romney Secondary School, lay within the boundaries of a rabbit warren (also known 
as the ‘Coneygar’) which appears to have covered an extensive area on the southern and 
western fringes of the ‘North Hayes’.  No evidence of earthworks associated with the rabbit 
warren (eg. pillow mounds) has been identified within the study area although a substantial 
tree-lined boundary aligned roughly N-S at NGR ST 892 942 could possibly denote the 
eastern boundary of the rabbit warren.  
 

 Post-Medieval 
 
A small number of archaeological sites of post-medieval date are recorded in the vicinity of 
the pipeline route.  The line of the late 19th century GWR branch railway from Kemble to 
Tetbury (Gloucs HER 3935) runs approximately 45m S of the SE terminus of the pipeline 
route; however there is no evidence that the proposed route will impact on the railway line 
or any associated structures. 
 
The programme of archaeological survey and field investigation carried out in 2010 in the 
fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm (Gloucs HER 36987) identified a series of features 
which were interpreted either as relating to water management (eg. ponds, drainage 
ditches) or agricultural activity/land divisions of post-medieval date (CA, 2010). 
 
A recent programme of archaeological work undertaken in fields lying to the N, W and SW of 
the Blind Lane reservoir (CA, 2011) investigated the site of a structure identified from 
geophysical survey, located approximately 100m W of the reservoir. The trench partly 
exposed and recorded the foundations of a wall or floor, with overlying rubble containing 
19th century or later artefacts in a demolition layer and a cluster of three adjacent post 
holes (Gloucs HER 42575; NGR ST 88852 94411).  The structure was interpreted as a farm 
building of 19th century date which is visible on the Tetbury tithe map of 1838.  
. 
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Fig. 2: Map showing location of archaeological sites recorded in the Gloucestershire Historic 
Environment Record in the vicinity of the pipeline route (NGR ST 89940 93542- ST 88949 94366) 
 
3882: Pond barrow of late Neolithic/Bronze Age date, 530m NE of Highfield Farm (SAM No. 32343) 
 
3935: Line of disused late 19th c. branch railway from Kemble to Tetbury 
 
19822: Site of Archaeological Evaluation at Land at London Road, Tetbury (1997) 
 
21397: Prehistoric sub rectangular enclosure cropmark to NE of Highfield Farm 
 
27621: Desk based assessment of land to SE of London Road, Tetbury (2004) 
 
36987: Archaeological evaluation (2010) of fields E, S & SW of Highfield Farm (late Iron Age/Roman 
enclosure & pit features, medieval ridge & furrow, post-medieval water management features) 
 
36991: Irregular enclosure feature containing late Iron Age/Roman pottery found during 2010 
evaluation in field S of Highfield Farm 
 
38216: Site of WWII army supply depot at Northfield (Tetbury Industrial Estate) 
 
39945: Desk based assessment on land off Hampton Street Tetbury (2010) 
 
42572: Rectilinear enclosure recorded by geophysical survey (2011) to N of Blind Lane Reservoir 
 
42574: Possible pit/ditch features investigated to SW of Blind Lane Reservoir (Prehistoric/Roman) 
 
42575: Site of demolished post-medieval farm building 100m W of Blind Lane Reservoir 
 
42718: Archaeological evaluation of land (2011) to N, W and SW of Blind Lane Reservoir 
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4.2 Documentary Study and Map Regression (including Aerial 
Photography) 
 

4.2.1 Medieval to c. 1850 
 
The area traversed by the pipeline route lies on the NE outskirts of the historic market town 
of Tetbury, an area which is now largely occupied by industrial and residential development 
interspersed with enclosed fields.  Prior to the mid-20th century, however, this area was 
largely a mosaic of enclosed pasture fields, bordered to the SE by the River Avon (Tetbury 
Branch), the settlement pattern being characterised by a scattering of isolated farms and 
cottages.    
 

 
 

Fig. 3: Extract from an Ordnance Survey surveyors’ drawing of Tetbury dated 1816 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 

 
The study area is bisected by two important roadways extending to the NE of Tetbury, 
Cirencester Road (to the S) and London Road, formerly known as Back Lane (to the S) (Fig.3).  
The Cirencester Road represents the older of the two routes, by which the road from Bath 
negotiated the steep valley below St Mary’s Church and then, having reached the market 
place, exited the town to the NE via Gumstool Hill.  By the late 16th century, an alternative, 
somewhat less difficult route to Cirencester had been established on the NW side of the 
town, following the streets later called New Church Street and Comber's Mead to join the 
old route some way north-east of the town near Hillsome Farm.  Another long-established 
routeway, Blind Lane, marks the NW edge of the study area; it functioned as a roadway 
leading N from Tetbury to Upton hamlet (first recorded in about 1690) and also marked the 
boundary between the tithings of Tetbury and Upton. 
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During the medieval and early post-medieval period, the study area lay within what was 
known as the ‘North Hayes’ or ‘Northway’, an extensive open common field lying to the NE 
of the town.  The earliest reference to the this common field occurs in a charter of 1291 in 
which William de Braose confirmed to the burgesses the right of common pasture ‘in the 
pasture called Northway’ (GRO Ref. D566/T1/4).  There also appears to have been extensive 
arable cultivation in the ‘North Hayes’; evidence of N-S aligned ridge and furrow earthworks 
is visible on RAF aerial photographs of the late 1940s-1950s within the fields to the NE of the 
town, particularly in the fields to the S of Highfield Farm (Nichols, 2002).  Possible evidence 
for E-W aligned ridge and furrow is also visible in the fields N of Tetbury Industrial Estate on 
an aerial photograph of 1967, although these could possibly also be land drainage features. 
 
The ‘North Hayes’ was also known as the Coneygar or Warren, the latter name being derived 
from the rabbit warren which appears to have been established there by the mid-13th 
century, presumably by the de Braose family who were lords of the manor of Tetbury during 
the 13th-14th centuries (Herbert & Pugh, 1976, 269).  Based on the evidence of field names 
recorded in the Tetbury tithe apportionment (1838), the ‘Coneygar’ or Warren comprised a 
substantial area adjoining the southern and western fringes of the ‘North Hayes’, extending 
for some considerable distance northwards along the E side of Blind Lane.  The modern 
school buildings and sports grounds of Sir William Romney Secondary School appear to 
occupy the southern extremity of the former rabbit warren. 
 
A survey of the town and outlying estates at Tetbury dated 1594 records that the Warren, 
together with its stock of rabbits and the Warren Lodge, had been leased by the Berkeley 
family to one John Throckmorton for a term of 21 years at an annual rent of £16.  According 
to the description given in the survey, it appears that the Warren was ‘inclosed with a hedge 
and ditch, containing 193 acres 1 rod and 26 perches of pasture’ (Walker & Harmer, 1914, 
77).  In 1633, the Warren and the North Hayes, together with the other demesne lands 
forming part of the manor of Tetbury, were sold by George Lord Berkeley to trustees for the 
townspeople of Tetbury and were afterwards held by the town ‘Feoffees’ (Herbert & Pugh, 
1976, 270).   
 
From the early 17th century onwards, there appears to have been a slow, gradual break-up of 
the ‘North Hayes’ into compact blocks of enclosed fields pertaining to individual farms.  One 
of the earliest estates appears to be Highfield Farm, where a house was built by Richard 
Talboys of Doughton (d.1663) in about 1660 when he conveyed the property to two of his 
younger sons (Herbert & Pugh, 1976, 264; GRO Ref. D191/11).  The existing farmhouse at 
Highfield Farm is a Grade II listed building of late 17th century date with late 18th/19th century 
additions. 
 
The process of enclosure of the open common field to the NE of the town appears to have 
largely been completed by the early 19th century, as shown on the Tetbury parish tithe map 
of 1838, the earliest map to show the field boundaries within the study area in appreciable 
topographical detail (Fig. 4). The proposed pipeline route extends NW from an elongated 
strip of meadow marked as Plot No. 220 (Part of Herd) on the tithe map, and then continues 
NW into a rectilinear pasture field marked as ‘Ploughed Field’ (Plot No. 221) in the 
apportionment.  The route runs close to the SW boundary of Plot No. 221 (since removed) 
and the tithe map marks a small oblong barn-like structure immediately adjacent to the field 
boundary. The proposed route continues NW into another rectilinear enclosure called 
‘Burrells’ (Plot No. 223), also under pasture, before reaching the Cirencester Road. 
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Fig. 4: Extract from the Tetbury parish tithe map of 1838 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 
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The proposed route then turns NE to follow the Cirencester Road (on its present alignment) 
before turning sharply W to enter a rectilinear pasture field marked as Plot No. 215 on the 
1838 tithe map.  This enclosure, recorded as ‘Part of Cooks Ground’ in the tithe 
apportionment, together with the majority of the surrounding fields, formed part of an 
extensive estate belonging to John Savage Esq., a prominent landowner in Tetbury whose 
family had purchased Highfield Farm in 1766(Herbert & Pugh, 1976, 265; GRO Ref. D587).  
However, by 1838 it appears that the Savages had sold Highfield Farm and several of the 
adjoining fields, which were then owned by one Elizabeth Harriet Butt and occupied by a 
tenant farmer. 
 
Immediately S of where the proposed route leaves the road to enter Plot no. 215, the tithe 
map marks a small rectangular building lying within a narrow oblong enclosure aligned NE-
SW.  The building and adjoining enclosure are marked as Plot no. 216 on the tithe map and 
recorded in the apportionment as a ‘Cattle Shed and Yard’ also owned by John Savage and 
leased to a tenant named John Mills.   
 
The route continues on a westerly alignment, running parallel to the N boundary of Plot No. 
215 and then entering another close of pasture (Plot 214) before reaching the London Road 
(then known as Back Lane).  Plot Nos. 214 and 215 have remained as pasture fields and their 
boundaries have remained largely intact, in spite of encroachment to the S and W sides by 
development associated with the modern Tetbury Industrial Estate.  
 
After crossing London Road, the pipeline turns sharply NW to enter a roughly trapezoidal 
shaped pasture field marked on the tithe map as Plot No. 250 (‘Thomsons Ground’).  From 
there, the proposed route runs NW towards Highfield Farm and then continues westwards 
parallel to the N boundary of the field, immediately S of the buildings of Highfield Farm, 
before entering a large rectilinear enclosure marked as Plot No. 262 (‘Mayers Leaze’) also 
under pasture.  ‘Thomsons Ground’ is recorded as being owned by Elizabeth Butt (owner of 
Highfield Farm) and tenanted by a farmer named Samuel Dunn, while ‘Mayers Leaze’ was 
owned by John Cook and occupied by a tenant named Ebenezer Lloyd.   
 
The pipeline route runs very close to the site of a sub-rectangular pond marked on the 1838 
map in the NW corner of Plot No. 250, where the route runs W along the N boundary of the 
field immediately S of Highfield Farm.  In the adjoining plot to the W (Plot No. 262) another 
pond feature (roughly ovoid in shape) is marked on the tithe map adjacent to the N 
boundary of the field, in close proximity to the proposed pipeline route.  Presumably these 
ponds were of post-medieval in date, established to provide water for livestock grazing in 
these fields.   
 
Continuing to the W, the tithe map depicts a thin belt of woodland running NNE-SSW 
marking the W extent of ‘Mayers Leaze’, which possibly may represent either a relict hollow-
way or a boundary feature defining the eastern limit of the Warren.  The proposed route 
crosses this belt of woodland and then enters a rectilinear pasture enclosure recorded as 
Plot No. 259 (‘Coneygre’) which was in the ownership of Ann Edwards and held by a tenant 
farmer named Robert Clark Paul.   
 
The proposed route continues roughly westwards along the N boundary of this field (now a 
sports ground lying immediately N of Sir William Romney Secondary School) crossing Blind 
Lane, a long-established routeway running N-S which marked the boundary between the 
tithings of Tetbury (to the E) and Upton (to the W).   
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Immediately to the W of Blind Lane, the tithe map marks the location of an irregularly 
shaped pond and a small oblong structure adjacent to it (presumably a livestock barn), the 
site of which is now occupied by a modern covered reservoir which marks the terminus of 
the pipeline route.  The barn and the pond appear to have been associated with a larger 
complex of farm buildings located further to the W which survived until the mid-20th 
century. 
 

4.2.2 c.1850-1900 

 
Comparison between the Tetbury tithe map of 1838 and the OS 1st edition 25 inch map 
(1882) and the 1st edition 6 inch map (1889) shows that the pattern of settlement and field 
enclosure to have changed relatively little over the intervening period (Fig. 5).  The OS 1st 
edition map marks a footpath running NW from the London Road across ‘Thomsons Ground’ 
towards Highfield Farm, which does not appear on the tithe map.   
 
The two ponds depicted on the tithe map in the two fields immediately S of Highfield Farm 
(Thomsons Ground and Mayers Leaze) were still intact by c.1882; the western pond (in 
Mayers Leaze) is shown as surrounded by trees.  The OS 1st edition map also marks a 
footpath running N-S along the heavily tree lined boundary between Mayers Leaze and the 
‘Coneygre’ Field to the W.  Immediately to the W of Blind Lane, the barn and associated 
pond depicted on the tithe map is shown on the OS 1st edition map as lying within a 
rectangular enclosure or paddock. 
 

4.2.3 c. 1900 to 1940 
 
The OS 2nd edition 6 inch map of 1903 (Fig.6) shows little significant change to the pattern of 
field enclosure or land use in the vicinity of the pipeline route, although there is evidence of 
increasing suburban expansion to the NE of Tetbury, represented by groups of cottages and 
detached villas situated along the Cirencester Road and the London Road.  The 1903 map 
also marks the site of the Pumping Station of the Tetbury Water Works on the E side of Blind 
Lane, opened in 1893 (Herbert & Pugh, 1976, 277).  
 
The OS 3rd edition map of 1924 similarly shows little change to the fieldscape within the area 
traversed by the proposed pipeline route.  The two ponds depicted in the fields to the S of 
Highfield Farm on the tithe map and earlier OS maps are shown as intact.  Further to the W, 
within the field immediately E of Blind Lane (marked as ‘Coneygre’ on the tithe map, the 
1924 map marks two quarry pits in the southernmost part of the field which appear to have 
continued in use until after the Second World War.  
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Fig. 5: Extract from the OS 1st edition 6 inch map of 1889 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 
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Fig. 6: Extract from the OS 2
nd

 edition 6 inch map of 1903 
(Reproduced by courtesy of Gloucestershire Archives) 
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4.2.3 c. 1940 to present 
 
Prior to the Second World War, the pattern of settlement and land enclosure to the NE of 
Tetbury differed only slightly from that depicted on the 1838 tithe map.  However significant 
changes occurred from the 1940s onwards, with the construction of an Army supply depot at 
Northfield (Gloucs HER 38216), between the Cirencester and London roads, which is visible 
on RAF vertical photographs of the study area dated 1946 and 1947.   
 
The layout of the supply depot, which was built in about 1940, appears to have consisted of 
a large warehouse surrounded by several Nissen huts and various other military buildings, 
with a roadway leading NE towards a cluster of small huts or tents. 
 
By the late 1960s, a substantial industrial estate was built at Northfield, on the site of the 
former Army supply depot.  As shown on an aerial photograph dated 1967, the industrial 
estate incorporated some of the former depot buildings (in particular the large warehouse 
building and a number of the Nissen huts, but had been significantly extended to the NE, 
with the construction of a substantial complex of warehouses, garages and workshops.  The 
proposed pipeline route runs along the southern and eastern perimeter of the industrial 
estate. 
 
Significant building activity took place on the fields immediately E of Blind Lane in the early 
1970s, with the construction of Sir William Romney Secondary School.  The recently 
constructed school buildings are shown on an OS aerial photograph of 1975 and an OS 
1:2500 map of 1977.  The sports centre building immediately N of the school was built in 
1992-3.  The rectangular building, yard and pond feature located immediately W of Blind 
Lane, which are depicted on the 1838 tithe map and OS mapping until c.1955, appear to 
have disappeared by no later than 1967; the covered reservoir occupying the approximate 
location of the pond was built in 1991.   
 
Recent aerial photography (1975, 1995) indicates the reorganization of field boundaries 
immediately to the E and SE of Highfield Farm during the late 20th century, showing a sub-
rectangular enclosure (presumably for livestock) aligned NE-SW and situated immediately W 
of the London Road. 
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5. Site Visit 
 
A site visit was carried out on 24th January 2012 and a photographic record of the study area 
undertaken from key vantage points along the pipeline route.   
 

 
 

Plate 1: View looking NNE across fields to N of Tetbury Industrial Estate  

 
The pipeline route extends NW of Herd Lane (NGR ST 89940 93542) along the southern edge 
of the grounds of Tetbury Town F.C. up to Cirencester Road, from where it runs NE along the 
Cirencester Road and then turns sharply NW to enter fields immediately to the N of Tetbury 
Industrial Estate (Plate 1).  Evidence of linear features extending E-W across the field was 
noted, which also appear to be visible on an aerial photograph dated 1967.  These linear 
features could represent land drainage features or possibly ridge and furrow. 
 
At NGR ST 89611 94100, the pipeline route crosses London Road (A433) to the S of a modern 
roundabout and extends W through fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm, crossing 
playing fields immediately N of Sir William Romney Secondary School before reaching a 
covered reservoir situated on the W side of Blind Lane (NGR ST 88949 94366).  Access to 
these fields were restricted; however several faint linear features aligned N-S were visible in 
the field immediately W of London Road, which could represent either evidence of relict 
ridge and furrow or post-medieval water management features (Plate 2). 
 
Blind Lane is a long-established routeway to Upton hamlet (the earliest reference occurs in a 
document of 1690) and it also marked the boundary between the tithings of Tenbury and 
Upton.  The lane is flanked by low tree-lined banks which may be associated with its earlier 
function as a parochial boundary (Plate 3). 
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Plate 2: View looking NW across field from London Road towards Highfield Farm 

 

 
 
Plate 3: View looking N along Blind Lane showing low tree-lined banks with entrance to covered 
reservoir to left 
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6. Conclusion 
 
This archaeological desk-based assessment, based on a detailed consultation of available 
sources of archaeological and historical information, has concluded that the proposed water 
mains replacement scheme could potentially have a high impact, in overall terms, on the 
archaeological assets within its vicinity,  
 
Evidence for early prehistoric activity is represented by finds of flint artefacts made during 
recent archaeological investigations at Highfield Farm and to the W of Blind Lane Reservoir, 
which possibly suggest a focus of Mesolithic or late Neolithic activity somewhere in the 
vicinity of the study area.  Recent programmes of archaeological work undertaken in fields to 
the S of Highfield Farm and to the W of Blind Lane have identified enclosure ditches and pits 
containing pottery of 1st-4th century date, interpreted as evidence for late Iron Age/Roman 
occupation with quarrying activity taking place in the fields to the S of Highfield Farm.  It is 
likely that any archaeological features and deposits will be encountered at a shallow depth, 
as natural geology generally occurs at approximately 0.45m below ground level.   
 
There appears to be a significant focus of prehistoric and Roman activity located in the fields 
surrounding Highfield Farm and in the vicinity of the modern covered reservoir located 
immediately W of Blind Lane.  The pipeline route runs in very close proximity to an irregular 
enclosure feature and a complex of quarry pits identified during an archaeological evaluation 
on fields immediately S of Highfield Farm, which were found to contain pottery of Roman 
date. 
 
Based on the results of these evaluations and further reinforced by evidence of cropmark 
enclosures and boundary/cultivation ditch features identified from aerial photography in the 
wider locality of the pipeline route, the potential for identifying evidence of prehistoric and 
Roman activity has therefore been assessed as High.   
 
During the medieval period, most of the study area lay within a large open common field 
known as the ‘North Hayes’.  Documentary and cartographic sources also indicate the 
existence of an extensive rabbit warren of medieval origin towards the NW end of the 
pipeline route, where it runs to the N of Sir William Romney Secondary School.   Evidence of 
ridge and furrow features of probable medieval or early post-medieval date has been 
identified from aerial photography and geophysical investigations in several of the fields 
traversed by the pipeline route (particularly in the vicinity of Highfield Farm). The potential 
for encountering archaeological evidence of medieval activity has been assessed as 
Moderate.   
 
Evidence for archaeological remains of post-medieval date in the vicinity of the pipeline 
route is limited in scope.  The line of the late 19th century GWR branch railway from Kemble 
to Tetbury runs approximately 90m S of the proposed pipeline route; however there is no 
evidence that the proposed pipeline route will impact on the railway line or any associated 
structures. The proposed pipeline route runs in close proximity to the sites of several farm 
outbuildings and water management features (eg. ponds) of probable post-medieval date 
marked on the 1838 tithe map which appear to have been removed at some time during the 
mid to late 20th century.  The potential for encountering evidence of post-medieval 
agricultural activity, in terms of farm outbuildings and water management features, has 
been assessed as High although these features have been determined as being only of low 
significance. 
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7. Mitigation and Engineering – Considerations thereof 
 
Taking into consideration the projected route, its proximity to extant archaeology and the 
likely impact of the engineering works, Border Archaeology is of the opinion that a 
programme of prior (to scheme start) evaluation trenching plus detailed mitigation is a very 
likely outcome of consultation with Gloucestershire County Council. 
 
This excerpt from the Executive Summary is eloquent testament: 
 

 Early prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the study area is represented by finds of 
unstratified worked flints dating back to the Mesolithic period, recovered during 
recent fieldwork undertaken at Highfield Farm and to the SW of Blind Lane Reservoir. 

 

 Field investigations carried out to the S of Highfield Farm and to the W of Blind Lane 
have identified evidence for late Iron Age/Roman occupation with associated 
quarrying activity.   

 

 Significant archaeological features are likely to occur at a shallow depth, as natural 
geology occurs at about 0.45 below ground level. 

 

 The proposed pipeline route runs in very close proximity to an irregularly shaped 
enclosure and a complex of quarry pits identified during an archaeological evaluation 
on fields immediately S of Highfield Farm, which were found to contain pottery 
ranging in date from the 1st-4th centuries AD. Based on the results of these 
evaluations, there is evidently High potential for features and deposits associated 
with late Iron Age/Roman occupation and quarrying activity to be encountered, 
where the pipeline route crosses fields to the S and SW of Highfield Farm and 
continues westwards up to the Blind Lane Reservoir. 

 
Border Archaeology thus remits this Report to Stuart Clelland and Rosie Nash at Bristol 
Water (BW) for their consideration as to potential route change. Thus, this Report should be 
considered as Issue One and is not for further distribution outside of BW. 
 
Upon receipt of BW’s response and/or modifications to the route, a revised DBA as 
appropriate will be produced and submitted to Gloucestershire County Council. 
 

8. Copyright 
 
Border Archaeology shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, tender 
documents or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs & Patents Act 1988 
with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to the client 
for the use of the report by the client in all matters directly relating to the project as 
described in the Project Specification. 
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