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1. Non-Technical Summary 
 
Border Archaeology carried out observation of groundworks relating to a seven-home 
development on the former Primrose Travel site in Etnam Street Leominster 
 
The site is situated at the extreme eastern end of Etnam Street, which formed an 
important component of the town’s medieval street system, immediately east of a series 
of medieval tenement plots extending beyond the presumed line of the town defences, 
which are believed to cross Etnam Street somewhere in the vicinity of present-day 
Waverley House.  
 
The site of the medieval Priory Mill lies to the N of the development area, while the 16th 
century White Lion public house stands just to the southeast. 
 
No evidence of early archaeology was revealed during the course of the groundworks; 
however, a large amount of iron waste was found indicating the presence of ironworking 
or smelting close to the site, although no definite evidence of a furnace or forge was 
revealed during the course of the groundworks excavations.  
 
Historic maps offer no indication that the site was in occupation prior to construction of 
the former bus depot in the 1960s and it may be that any ironworking activity was short-
lived and carried out for a specific purpose, possibly connected with construction of the 
railway in the mid to late 19th century. 
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2. Introduction 
 
2.1 Border Archaeology was instructed by Paul Titley Esq. on behalf of TS 

Matthews & Son Bartonsham Farm Green Street Hereford HR4 2QW to carry 
out archaeological observation of groundworks relating to the erection of 
seven two-bedroom houses on the former Primrose Travel site in Etnam 
Street Leominster HR6 8AR (NGR SO4993 5939) (Planning Ref. 
DMNC/091583/F) (Figs.1 & 2). 

 

 
 

Fig. 1: Plan showing location of site 

 
2.2 The area subject to groundworks is detailed in drawings dated 2009 

submitted to Border Archaeology by Mr Titley for information (Drawing Nos. 
PM-2C & PM-6). 

 
2.3 Copies of this report will be remitted to Mr Titley, Julian Cotton Esq., 

Archaeological Advisor, Herefordshire Council, and the Herefordshire Sites 
and Monuments Record. 
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Fig. 2: Plan showing location of groundworks 

3. Aim 
 
3.1 The aim of the archaeological observation was to locate and record any 

archaeological finds, features or deposits within the groundworks area and to 
confirm that no impact on the archaeological resource occurred during the 
course of the groundworks and any associated structural alterations without 
the implementation of this proposed programme of archaeological work. 

 

4. Brief Historical & Archaeological Background 
 
4.1 The site is situated at the eastern end of Etnam Street, an early route-way 

forming part of the medieval street system of Leominster (HWCM 19582), 
which appears to have been established by 1393, when it is mentioned in a 
list of burgage rents, but which possibly replaced an earlier route running 
from the market place and continuing the line of Grange Walk along the 
southern perimeter of the Priory precinct (HWCM 728), this earlier route 
forming an original element of the town (Buteux 1996).  

 
4.2 The site lies to the east of a series of medieval tenement plots (HWCM 

19560) (Fig. 3) extending beyond the presumed line of the town defences, 
which are believed to cross Etnam Street somewhere in the vicinity of 
present-day Waverley House (situated on the S side of Etnam Street, 
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approximately 100m W of the site) where excavations undertaken by Border 
Archaeology in 2005-6 revealed evidence of a substantial N-S aligned ditch, 
measuring at least 4.05m E-W and 1.7m deep, presumed to be a 
continuation of the medieval Town Ditch (Cruse, 2006). 

 
4.3 The site of the medieval Priory Mill (HWCM 19589) lies just to the N of the 

proposed groundworks (Buteux 1996) and the White Lion public house, an 
early 16th century timber-framed structure, is situated close by to the 
southeast (RCAM 1934). 

 

 
 

Fig. 3: William Gallier’s Plan of Leominster (1832) showing location of site to the W of the White Lion Inn in relation to surviving 
medieval tenement plots along Etnam Street 

 

5. Geology 
 
5.1 The site is situated close to the River Lugg within an area of typical brown 

alluvial deposits of the LUGWARDINE series (561d), comprising deep 
stoneless permeable reddish fine silty soils overlying reddish river alluvium. 

 

6. Methodology            
 
6.1 Archaeological observation within the area specified was carried out in 

accordance with Standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief 
(IfA, 2008). Border Archaeology adheres to the IfA Code of conduct (2010) 
and Code of approved practice for the regulation of contractual arrangements 
in field archaeology (2008) and to Herefordshire Archaeology’s Standards for 
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Archaeological Projects in Herefordshire (Issue 1) (Herefordshire Council 
2004).  

 
6.2 All groundworks were machine excavated under archaeological supervision 

using a toothless bucket and associated spoil was scanned for artefacts. 
 

 
 

Fig. 4: Plan showing location of trenching and section drawings 

 
6.3 Recording 
 
6.4 Full written, graphic and photographic records were made in accordance with 

Border Archaeology's Field Recording Manual (2008). The written component 
comprised a detailed stratigraphic record, with each unit of stratification 
identified by a unique context number. 

 
6.5 Plans, sections and elevations were drawn onto gridded, archivally stable 

polyester film at appropriate scales, with representative measured sections 
recorded showing the sequence and depths of deposits. Plans, elevations 
and sections contain grid and level information relative to OS data. All 
drawings are numbered and listed in a register and numbers are cross-
referenced to written site records.  

 
6.6 Photographs were taken using a high-resolution digital camera (12MPX), 

comprising views of archaeological features and appropriate groups of 
features and structures. Each image contained a scale and all photographs 
are indexed and cross-referenced to written site records.  Details concerning 
subject and direction of view are recorded in a photographic register, indexed 
by frame number.  
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6.7 Recovery, processing and curation of artefactual data  
 
6.8 No archaeologically significant artefacts or finds were made during the 

observation of excavations on this site.  
 

7. Results 
 
7.1 Foundations trenching measured some 0.60m below the level of the OS 

benchmark of 69.49m OD at the junction of Etnam Street and Pinsley Road.  
   

 
 

Fig. 5: East-facing section (Section 1) showing deposits encountered during the course of the groundworks 
excavations 

 
7.2 A section (Section 2) inspected at the western end of a wall situated between 

Dwelling 2 and Dwelling 3 in the northern group of four houses revealed 
pieces of solidified iron slag, burnt stone, brick and broken CBM (ceramic 
building material), together with blue and white pieces of vitrified waste (Fig. 
6). This large spread of demolition waste and burnt material, represented by 
context (106), extended along both sides of the westernmost trench toward 
its southern end for about 7.0m and a 1.50m long area roughly in the middle 
of the southernmost trench of this group of trenches. In this area it lay on the 
surface until it was covered by a dumped layer of rough gravel hardcore 
(104). 
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Plate 1: North-facing section (Section 2) showing evidence of burning and iron slag 

 

 
 

Fig.6: N-facing section located at the western end of wall between Dwelling 2 & Dwelling 3 

 
7.3 Two further deposits of burnt stone, brick, iron slag and clinker were 

observed within the easternmost trench of this grouping of houses. Because 
these were physically separate from the area of burnt material originally 
observed, and from each other, different context numbers were assigned. 
The northern portion measuring 2.0m long and situated between Dwelling 2 
and Dwelling 3 contained contexts (150)-(118). The second measuring 2.60m 
long and lies between Dwelling 3 and Dwelling 4 contained contexts (119-
122). These probably constituted part of the same ironworking event but had 
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been isolated from the more substantial area (106) and from each other by 
later cuts and deposits, probably during construction of the former bus depot. 
These areas also appeared to lie at a slightly deeper level. 

 
7.4 Layers of brick and CBM (117 & 121) were revealed and it is noted that 

(106) also contained isolated pieces of brick and stone towards its upper 
section, which may be the remains of a truncated layer of brick similar to 
(117 & 121). There was also a layer of dark gravel above (118) and (122), 
respectively, which may be interpreted as remains of the depot. The 
equivalent of this layer was absent from Section 2 (Fig. 6) and the 
photographs of the other trench sections on the western side of the site; 
however, a similar dark layer was visible above bricks on the southernmost 
trench (Plate 3).           

 

 
 

Plate 2: Southern isolated area of brick, iron slag and clinker on the easternmost trench of the northern group of 
foundation trenches, (119)-(122), (104) 
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Plate 3 South-facing section on southernmost trench of the northern group of foundation trenches showing dark gravel 
layer above bricks 

 
7.5 The most complete and undisturbed area which showed layers of brick, burnt 

stone, iron slag and blue and white vitrified waste was centred on the 
northwest corner of the southern group of three dwellings (Plate 4; Fig. 7). 

 

 
 

Plate 4: Contexts (107) – (114) showing layers of waterlogged organic clay, (107) & (108), brick layer (110), bluish-grey 
cement (111), clinker & gravel (112) and burnt stones & iron slag (113) 
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Fig.7: South-facing section (Section 5) showing layers of waterlogged organic clay, (107) & (108), brick layer (110), 
bluish-grey cement (111), clinker & gravel (112) and burnt stones & iron slag (113) 

 
7.6 The irregular layer of bricks and occasional tiles suggest a floor layer or 

structure.  This brick layer was observed as being more widespread in the 
southern area of foundation trenching. From the northwest corner of these 
trenches (Plate 4) above it extended about 4.0m to the south and about 5.0m 
to the east. There were also small isolated groups of bricks in other parts of 
this area of trenching. The bluish-grey cement (111) was more widespread 
than the brick layer. Flat stones and tiles set on end can be seen under the 
existing road which is the entrance to the White Lion public house (Plate 5). 

 
7.7 Two large modern fuel tanks were removed from the easternmost trench of 

the southern trenching area. 
 
7.8 Discussion of results 
 
7.9 The historic map evidence provides little evidence of activity within the study 

area prior to the construction of the bus depot to the west of the White Lion 
Inn in about 1965.  William Gallier’s plan of Leominster dated 1832 shows 
that the site then formed the E half of a large, roughly oblong field lying to the 
west of the White Lion, separated from the inn by the Pinsley Brook running 
north-south.  The W boundary of the field appears to have defined the 
easternmost extent of the medieval burgage plots running along the north 
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side of Etnam Street.  The OS 1st edition 25 inch map of 1887 shows the 
large oblong field depicted in Gallier’s plan bisected by the construction of 
Pinsley Road; no building activity is shown on the site, lying to the E of the 
road.  Subsequent OS maps dated 1904, 1928 and 1963 similarly show no 
building activity within this plot of land; the bus depot buildings are first shown 
on an Ordnance Survey 1:2500 plan of 1967.   

 
7.10 This would seem to suggest that the brick, iron slag and cinder deposits 

identified on the site relate to a phase of activity either predating the 1832 
plan or occurring at some point between 1832 and 1887. The latter appears 
the more likely explanation; it is possible that these brick and iron slag 
deposits are somehow connected with the construction of the adjacent 
Hereford-Shrewsbury railway which was completed in the early 1850s. 

 
 

 
 

Plate 5: Upended stones and tiles beneath present road on southern side of site towards White Lion public house 
 

8. Conclusion 
 
8.1 No structural remains were observed during the course of the groundworks 

neither was any evidence of a furnace or forge revealed; however, the 
substantial amount of iron waste present indicates that ironworking or 
smelting was taking place very close to the site. 

 
8.2 The historic map evidence has revealed no occupation on the site prior to 

construction of the bus depot in the mid-1960s. This suggests that the 
episode of ironworking was ephemeral and may well have related to railway 
construction/maintenance activity carried out at some point during the late 
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19th or early 20th century; there is no record of a large-scale ironworking in 
Leominster. 

 
8.3 The Hereford-Shrewsbury railway opened in 1853 followed in 1857 by the 

Leominster-Kington line and in 1897 by the Leominster-Worcester service 
(Buteux 1996) suggesting the evidence of ironworking activity identified on 
the site could be mid to late 19th century in date, or somewhat later if relating 
to maintenance or repair of existing infrastructure rather than construction. 
This ironworking debris was the only occupational evidence predating the bus 
depot observed during the course of the groundworks.   

  

9. Copyright 
 
9.1 Border Archaeology shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, 

tender documents or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs 
and Patents Act 1988, with all rights reserved, excepting that it hereby 
provides a licence to the client and the Council for the use of the report by the 
client and the Council in all matters directly relating to the project as 
described in the Project Specification to use the documentation for their 
statutory functions and to provide copies of it to third parties as an incidental 
to such functions. 
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11. Context Register  
 
CONTEXT 
NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION 

(101) Firm mid yellowish-brown sandy clay; occasional flecks of 
charcoal and CBM; measures up to 0.22m thick going into the 
bottom of the trench and 0.58m below the surface, extent 
unknown. Underlies (102). 

INTERPRETATION: Subsoil mixed with possible natural.   
(102) Moderately compact dark brown sandy silt; occasional 

rounded pebbles, charcoal flecks and CBM fragments; 0.22m 
thick and 0.30m below surface, extent is unknown. Overlies 
(101), underlies (103). 

INTERPRETATION: Subsoil mixed with demolition material. 
(103) Loose very dark brown sandy silt; frequent clinker, CBM and 

angular gravels, occasional charcoal flecks; up to 0.10m thick, 
0.24m below surface, extent unknown Overlies (102), 
underlies (104).   

INTERPRETATION: Truncated topsoil deposit possibly mixed with (106), which lies 
2.50m to the south.  

(104) Firm light grey angular gravels. Overlies (103), (106), (118), & 
(122).  

INTERPRETATION: Modern hardcore levelling material. 
(105) Firm light brown silty sandy clay; occasional charcoal flecks 

and rounded pebbles. Underlies (106). 
INTERPRETATION: Subsoil layer below (106). 
(106) Loose, very dark brown to black poorly mixed sandy silt; 

abundant clinker and gravel, frequent charcoal, blackened 
stones and CBM. Overlies (105), underlies (104). 

INTERPRETATION: Spread of demolition from possible forge or ironworking site. 
(107) Moderately compact, mid grey very organic silty clay; 

occasional charcoal flecks and rounded stones; measures 
0.19 thickness into base of trench, 0.60m below surface and 
goes. Its extent is unknown. Underlies (108). 

INTERPRETATION Organic, cessy, waterlogged layer which underlies (108). 
Unclear whether natural waterlogging. 

(108) Moderately compact dark grey very organic silt-clay; 
occasional pieces of blue angular gravel (probably from (111), 
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and flecks of charcoal. Overlies (107), cut by [109] above. 
INTERPRETATION Waterlogged organic cess layer which contains more organic 

material than (108) above. 
[109] Cut. Shape in plan: not known. Corners: not visible. 

Dimensions: average depth 0.39m, length >1.20m. Break of 
slope top and profile not visible, base flat and slightly irregular. 
Cuts (108), filled by (110), (111), and (112).  

INTERPRETATION Cut to contain brick structure (111), possible floor bottom. 
(110) Masonry. Materials: red brick & irregular pieces of CBM. 

Coursing: single course in an irregular and random way 
(probably disturbed by later demolition). Bonding material: 
bluish-grey cement (111). Dimensions: >1.20m length 0.10m 
thickness, Fills [109], underlies (111) & (112).  

INTERPRETATION Possible floor structure forming part of forge or ironworking 
activity located 0.28m below surface and extending c.5.0m to 
E and 4.0m to S of NW corner of the southern group of house 
trenches 

(111) Firm bluish-grey coarse cement; frequent angular gravels; 
measures up to 0.15m thickness and up to 0.92m wide. 
Underlies (112), overlies (110), fills [109] 

INTERPRETATION Bonding and probably part of floor structure (110). Blue colour 
may be caused by heating from above. Occurs in large 
patches around NW corner of southern group of foundation 
trenches at an average depth of 0.27m below surface 

(112) Firm dark grey silty gravel & small stones; occasional burnt 
stone and CBM, frequent clinker; measures 0.12m thick and 
>1.20m wide.   

INTERPRETATION Probably waste from burnt stone layer (113) above. Occurs 
frequently around the NW corner of southern group of 
foundation trenches at 0.25m below surface 

(113) Firm burnt broken and cracked stones; frequent red staining, 
large pieces of iron and slag & bluish-grey vitrified waste, 
occasional smaller rounded stones & clinker; measures up to 
0.25m thick and at least 1.20m wide. Overlies (112), underlies 
(114). 

INTERPRETATION Waste from possible forge or ironworks which may have 
occupied the site before the bus depot. Occurs widely around 
NW corner of southern group of foundation trenches at an 
average depth of 0.13m 

(114) Loose light greyish-brown silt & fine angular gravels; 
occasional pieces of burnt stone and CBM. Overlies (113). 

INTERPRETATION Possible surface levelling layer deposited during or after 
demolition of bus depot. 

(115) Firm light brown silty sandy clay; occasional flecks of charcoal 
and rounded pebbles. Underlies (116) and extends into base 
of trench, full extent unknown.  

INTERPRETATION Subsoil layer possibly mixed with natural which underlies layer 
(116). 

(116) Loose dark brown sandy silt; abundant clinker & gravel; 
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frequent charcoal flecks, blackened stones and CBM; 
measures 3.60m wide & 0.15-0.20m thick. Overlies (115), 
underlies (117). 

INTERPRETATION Spread of demolition from forge or ironworks, possibly related 
to C19 or early C20 railway construction/maintenance activity. 
Occurs 0.25m below surface 

(117) Loose brick & gravel; frequent clinker & charcoal; measures 
2.0m wide & up to 0.20m thick. Overlies (116), underlies 
(118). 

INTERPRETATION Layer of brick and demolition material probably from forge or 
ironworks. Lies 0.20m below surface 

(118) Loose patchy broken bitumen & fine angular gravels; 
occasional pieces of CBM & slag; measures c. 0.10m thick & 
2.0m wide. Overlies (117), underlies (104)  

INTERPRETATION Dark gravel layer possibly relating to bus depot demolition or 
car park 

(119) Firm light brown sandy silty clay; occasional charcoal flecks & 
rounded pebbles; measures 2.60m in length & 0.25m thick. 
Underlies (120) and extends into base of trench.  

INTERPRETATION Subsoil below (120) may be mixed with natural. Located 
approximately 0.25m below the surface 

(120) Loose to moderately compact dark greyish-brown sandy silt; 
abundant clinker & gravels, frequent charcoal flecks, 
blackened stones and CBM; measures 2.60m wide & up to 
0.25m thick. Overlies (119), underlies (121).  

INTERPREATION Part of spread of demolition material derived from forge or 
ironworks. Isolated from (116) by modern intrusion to N. 
Situated some 0.20m below surface. 

(121) Loose brick & gravel; frequent clinker & charcoal; measures 
2.60m wide & 0.10-0.20m thick. Overlies (120), underlies 
(118), same as (117) 

INTERPRETATION Brick demolition material, possibly from forge or ironworks. 
Isolated from (117) by a modern intrusion. 
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Site Summary 
 
Report Title Archaeological Observation: Former Primrose Travel Site, Etnam Street, 

Leominster, Herefordshire 

Contractor's Name and 
Address 

Border Archaeology PO Box 36 Leominster Herefordshire, HR6 OYA. 

Site Name As above 

Grid Reference NGR SO 4993 5939          Planning Application No: DMNC/091583/F 

SMR number EHE1845 

Date of Field Work January 2011 

Date of Report February 2011 

 NUMBER AND TYPE OF FINDS 

Pottery 
 
Other 

Period:  Post-med/modern            Quantity: None retained 
 
Period:  Post-med/modern            Quantity: None retained 

 NUMBER AND TYPE OF SAMPLES COLLECTED 

Sieving for charred plant 
remains 

No of features sampled: N/A 
No of buckets: N/A 

C14/scientific dates No and Type: N/A 
Result: N/A 

Pollen No of columns/spot samples: N/A 
Name of pollen specialist: N/A 

Bone Number of buckets sieved for bone: N/A 
Quantity Recovered: N/A            Period: N/A 

Other Type and specialist: N/A 

Summary of the report 
 

Border Archaeology observed groundworks relating to a seven-home 
development on the former Primrose Travel site in Etnam Street Leominster 
 
The site is situated at the extreme eastern end of Etnam Street, which 
formed an important component of the town’s medieval street system, 
immediately east of a series of medieval tenement plots extending beyond 
the presumed line of the town defences, which are believed to cross Etnam 
Street somewhere in the vicinity of present-day Waverley House.  
 
The site of the medieval Priory Mill lies to the N of the development area, 
while the 16

th
 century White Lion public house stands just to the southeast. 

 
No evidence of early archaeology was revealed during the course of the 
groundworks; however, a large amount of iron waste was found indicating 
the presence of ironworking or smelting close to the site, although no 
definite evidence of a furnace or forge was revealed during the course of the 
groundworks excavations.  
 
Historic maps offer no indication that the site was in occupation prior to 
construction of the former bus depot in the 1960s and it may be that any 
ironworking activity was short-lived and carried out for a specific purpose, 
possibly connected with construction of the railway in the mid to late 19

th
 

century. 
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