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1 Executive Summary 
 

Border Archaeology Ltd (BA) was instructed by Richard Smith Esq to carry out a programme of Archaeological Field 

Evaluation on land to the rear of The Gables East Street Pembridge Herefordshire HR6 9HD in connection with the 

proposed construction of five detached dwellings with garages and formation of vehicular access. 

 

The site lies at the eastern extent of the village, within part of the Pembridge Conservation Area potentially 

containing evidence for pre-Conquest remains and medieval settlement.  

 

Five trenches were opened; however, in spite of the site’s archaeological potential, no deposits or features of 

archaeological significance were present and the only finds consisted of a single sherd of later medieval and two 

sherds of post-medieval pottery. Small pieces of burnt clay or ceramic building material were also present in the 

topsoil but not in any significant quantity. 
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2 Introduction 
 

Border Archaeology Ltd (BA) was instructed by Richard Smith Esq to carry out a programme of Archaeological Field 

Evaluation to the rear of The Gables East Street Pembridge Herefordshire HR6 9HD in connection with the proposed 

construction of five detached dwellings with garages and vehicular access (Planning Ref: 172233) (NGR: SO39339 

58089) (fig. 1). 

 

 
 

Fig. 1: Site location plan  

 

Julian Cotton Archaeological Advisor Herefordshire Council advised on July 18th 2017 that the application proposed 

comparatively extensive works in a sensitive location, with potential both for medieval remains and for evidence 

of earlier activity relating to the pre- and post-Conquest periods. 

 

Site work took place on 7th and 8th August 2017. 
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2.1 Site Description 
 

The site lies some 300m to the E of the Church of St Mary the Virgin at a height of approximately 104m OD, although 

the topography of the field itself falls from S to NE. The site is flanked to the N and E by gardens and defined to the 

W by a small tributary of the River Arrow.  

2.1.1 Soils and Geology 
 
Typical argillic brown earths of the ESCRICK 1 series (571p) predominate in this area composed of deep well-drained 

reddish coarse loamy soils. The underlying geology is siltstone and sandstone of the Raglan Mudstone Formation 

(Old Red Sandstone), generally overlain by reddish till (SSEW 1983). Topsoil and subsoil were particularly shallow 

at the higher end of the site and this, coupled with the relatively low organic content of the topsoil 

3 Historical and Archaeological Background 
 

The Arrow Valley contains extensive evidence for prehistoric and Romano-British occupation and this has been 

particularly well-studied in the vicinity of The Leen farm to the NW of the village. This includes a possible Roman 

settlement site (Herefordshire HER: 52120) (NGR: SO38236 59656) comprising cropmarks denoting rectilinear 

ditches and enclosures on a NW/SE alignment, the general orientation of which appears to survive more widely 

within the current landscape, as reflected by modern field boundaries. The main complex has been interpreted as 

a sizeable farmstead or broader settlement with associated field system (White 2003). 

 

Further cropmarks relating to a probable field system in this area, located to the E of the Rowe Ditch (Herefordshire 

HER: 15213) (NGR: SO38 59), follow a different alignment to that of the existing field pattern and Rowe Ditch and 

may thus be of prehistoric origin. 

 

The Rowe Ditch itself, a well-known N/S linear earthwork, attests to early post-Roman activity (Herefordshire HER 

No. 356). This feature cuts across the pattern of prehistoric coaxial fields and is indicative of large-scale ‘political’ 

land division within the Arrow Valley c.AD 650, its defensive aspect suggesting a period of major cultural upheaval, 

potentially associated with Anglo-Saxon incursions into British territory.  

 

Pembridge Medieval Settlement (Herefordshire HER No. 25791) has origins reaching back to the Anglo-Saxon 

period, with the large, flat-topped mound located to the S of the church being of pre-Conquest origin. The 

settlement is first recorded as ‘Penebruge’ in Domesday Book, by which time its status was that of a substantial 

and valuable manor (amounting to 11 hides), then held by Alfred of Marlborough. It appears that, at some point 

before 1066, Pembridge had been among possessions seized by Earl Godwin and his son Harold from St. Guthlac's 

church in Hereford.  

 

The manor of Pembridge was held by the de Pembridge family as a sub-tenancy of the lordship of Radnor from 

c.1090 to 1265. The castle, surviving as an earthwork monument, was constructed in the late 11th
 or early 12th 

century.  
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During the middle decades of the 13th century, the settlement was transformed from a large, moderately 

prosperous manor into a market town of some local importance. In 1239, Henry de Pembridge obtained a grant of 

a weekly market and annual fair and shortly afterwards granted a charter of privileges to his ‘free burgesses of the 

borough of Pembridge’ (Noble 1964, 68).  

 

Evidence of urban planning based on West Street/East Street axis is indicated by the long rectangular strips, 

characteristic of burgage plots, distributed on either side of East Street and, to a lesser extent, West Street, as well 

as the presence of town defences, which can still be traced in parts, particularly at the E end of the churchyard 

(Buteux 1995, 5-6). Development is likely to have commenced in the 13th century around the nucleus of the 11th 

/12th century settlement, the layout of this earlier settlement possibly reflected in the alignments of Suckley Lane 

and Barewood Lane, neither of which conforms to the planned layout of burgage plots and may thus predate them 

(Buteux 1995, 4).  

 

In contrast to other Marcher towns (such as New Radnor) whose fortunes suffered as a result of the Glyndŵr revolt, 

Pembridge appears to have experienced steady growth from the early 15th through to the mid-16th century. The 

prosperity of Pembridge at this time is reflected in the number of high-status timber-framed houses erected along 

East Street and West Street, 10 of which have been dated to c.1425-95.  

 

By the late 17th century, Pembridge had declined as a market centre, probably as a result of competition. However, 

a survey of 1694 indicates that the late 17th century settlement was generally more extensive than the present 

village, with burgage plots extending to the SE, S of surviving burgages on the southern side of East Street 

(Herefordshire Council 2007). A number of the timber-framed buildings were replaced, encased or re-fronted in 

brick during the 18th and 19th centuries. 

 

Late 20th/early 21st century residential development on the fringes of the settlement and on infill and back-land 

plots have not adversely affected the plan-form of the medieval borough and much has been preserved.  

 

Townsend Farm (Herefordshire HER No. 46171) (NGR: SO39385 58118) is included in the Herefordshire Historic 

Farmsteads Characterisation Project and is shown on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 25-inch map, with extensive 

orchards depicted to the rear, within the evaluation area. The farmhouse is Grade II listed (List entry No. 1081728) 

and of 17th century date, with 20th century additions and alterations. The property is timber-framed on a sandstone 

rubble plinth, with part-painted brick infill and part-plastered infill under a tiled roof. A ‘pound’ for the temporary 

holding of stray cattle, pigs, geese, etc. is also marked on the 1st edition OS adjacent to the farmhouse. A watching 

brief carried out at in 2004 (Herefordshire Event UID: EHE80036) revealed no features of archaeological 

significance (Shoesmith 2004) 

4 Methodology 
 

The programme of archaeological work was carried out in accordance with Management of Research Projects in 

the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Lee 2014) and with professional and ethical practice as set out by the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) in Standard and Guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 
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2014) and Standard and Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological 

materials (CIfA 2014). 

 

Five evaluation trenches, each measuring 25m × 1.5m, were opened by machine and toothless bucket within the 

site area (fig. 2). Topsoil was removed in successive, level spits down to natural deposits. 

 

In the event, no archaeological features or deposits were present on the site; recording was therefore carried out 

on BA’s Evaluation Trench recording sheets.  

 

A high-resolution digital photographic record was made during the work, with scales included, and all photographic 

records were indexed and cross-referenced to written site records. Details concerning subject and direction of view 

were maintained in a photographic register, indexed by frame number. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2: Trench locations 

 

Since no archaeological features or deposits were identified during the work, no samples were collected for 

palaeoenvironmental/palaeoeconomic assessment. 

 

The small number of finds recovered were retained, cleaned, labelled and stored according to Standard and 

Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014) and 

First Aid for Finds (Watkinson & Neal 2001). 
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5 Results 
 

5.1 Trench 1 
 

Item 
Context 

No. 

Matrix 

Phase 
Type Interpretation Discussion 

Finds 

Comments Small 

Find 
Pot Bone Misc. 

Sample 

No. 

1 101  Deposit Topsoil  

Moderately compact mid-pinkish-brown silty clay; rooting and 

occasional small stones; fairly clean & fairly low organic 

component; 0.2m deep trench-wide. Overlying (102).  

-  - - -  

2 102  Deposit Subsoil 

Moderately compact mid-orange-brown silty clay; occasional 

small stones; 0.3m thick trench-wide. Underlying (101). 

Overlying (103).  

- - - - -  

3 103  Deposit Natural 

Compact mid-pinkish-brown silt clay; frequent small stones to 

W, larger stones & gravel to E; >0.4m thick trench-wide. 

Underlying (102).  

- - - - -  
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5.2 Trench 2 
 

Item 
Context 

No. 

Matrix 

Phase 
Type Interpretation Discussion 

Finds 

Comments Small 

Find 
Pot Bone Misc. 

Sample 

No. 

1 201  Deposit Topsoil  

Moderately compact mid-brown silty clay; rooting & 

occasional small stones; 0.2m deep trench-wide. Overlying 

(202).  

- - - - - 
Low organic 

content. 

2 202  Deposit Subsoil 

Compact mid-pinkish-brown silt clay; occasional black flecks & 

small stones; <0.30m thick trench-wide. Underlying (201). 

Overlying (203).  

- - - - - 
Shallower at S 

end of trench. 

3 203  Deposit Natural 
Firm mid-red clay (silt patches); frequent medium & large 

stones; >0.4m thick trench-wide. Underlying (202).  
- - - - - 

Natural 

deposition. 

 
 

5.3 Trench 3 
  

Item 
Context 

No. 

Matrix 

Phase 
Type Interpretation Discussion 

Finds 

Comments Small 

Find 
Pot Bone Misc. 

Sample 

No. 

1 301  Deposit Topsoil  

Moderately compact mid-pinkish-brown silty clay; occasional 

small stones, rooting; 0.20m thick trench-wide. Overlying 

(302).  

-  - - - 
Some organic 

content. 

2 302  Deposit Subsoil 

Compact mid-pinkish-brown silty clay; occasional medium 

stones & black flecks; 0.45m thick (maximum). Underlying 

(301). Overlying (303). 

- - - - - Fairly clean. 

3 303  Deposit Natural 

Firm mid-yellowish-brown stony silty clay; patches of gravel 

and stone; frequent manganese flecking; >0.25m thick trench-

wide. Underlying (302). 

- - - - - Natural deposits. 
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5.4 Trench 4 
 

Item 
Context 

No. 

Matrix 

Phase 
Type Interpretation Discussion 

Finds 

Comments Small 

Find 
Pot Bone Misc. 

Sample 

No. 

1 401  Deposit Topsoil  
Moderately compact mid-brown silty clay; 0.12m thick trench-

wide. Overlying (402). 
- - - - - 

Slight organic 

content. 

2 402  Deposit Subsoil 
Compact mid-pinkish-brown silty clay; occasional small stones; 

0.4m thick trench-wide. Underlying (401). Overlying (403).  
- - - - - - 

3 403  Deposit Natural 

Compact mid-yellowish-brown clayey silt; frequent 

manganese flecking, moderate small-to-medium sandstone; 

>0.23m deep trench-wide. Underlying (402). 

- - - - - - 

 
 

5.5 Trench 5 
 

Item 
Context 

No. 

Matrix 

Phase 
Type Interpretation Discussion 

Finds 

Comments Small 

Find 
Pot Bone Misc. 

Sample 

No. 

1 501  Deposit Topsoil  
Moderately compact mid-brown silt clay; 0.2m thick trench-

wide. Overlying (502). 
- - - - - - 

2 502  Deposit Subsoil 

Moderately compact mid-pinkish-brown silty clay; occasional 

small stones; 0.3m thick trench-wide. Underlying (501). 

Overlying (503).  

- - - - - Fairly clean. 

3 503  Deposit Natural 

Compact mid-yellowish-brown clayey silt; frequent 

manganese flecking & medium-to-large stone & patches of 

stone; >0.1m thick trench-wide. Underlying (502). 

- - - - - 
Pinkish-brown in 

colour to the NE. 
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6 Discussion 

No archaeological features were present in the evaluation trenches and only four sherds of pottery were 

recovered. Three of these dated to the 18th or 19th centuries, with a single sherd (Herefordshire fabric B4) 

representing the later medieval period. 

The site lies more than 1km from the prehistoric settlements found at The Leen and therefore potentially outside 

the prehistoric settlement area. No flints were found. 

It also lies some 300m from the medieval core of the village, as represented by the church, and outside the burgage 

plots of the 13th-century planned settlement. While this may explain the absence of any significant activity on the 

site, a more important factor could be that of topography, which falls fairly steeply from the S to the gateway at 

the NE. Topsoil and subsoil were particularly shallow at the higher end of the site and this, coupled with the 

relatively low organic content of the topsoil, suggests the field has probably been used predominantly for pasture. 

The paucity of finds within the topsoil further implied a low level of cultivation activity. It is possible that the 

adverse topography precluded development even during the 15th and 16th centuries, when the prosperity of 

Pembridge was at its height (Buteux 199, 8).  
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