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NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY
This report detailes the findings of Border Archaeology’s excavations carried out on behalf of
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water/Laing O’Rourke within the Scheduled Area of the Roman urban
settlement of Stretton Grandison, comprising a defended settlement enclosure located at
NGR 6350 4320 (SMR Ref. 1743; SAM Herefordshire 330), the outline of which was first
identified from an aerial photographic survey carried out by J.K. St. Joseph in 1976.

These excavations took the form of two access pits (AP8 and AP9) required for engineering
purposes to facilitate the insertion of a new water pipe by means of directional drilling and
were carried out under Scheduled Monument Consent issued by DCMS in April 2007 (Ref:
HSD 9/2/9064). The aim of Border Archaeology’s excavations was to establish both the
character and depth of the archaeological resource in this part of the settlement in advance
of engineering groundworks, to investigate and record any archaeological deposits, features
or structures revealed, to commission specialist services as required to facilitate a
comprehensive programme of post-excavation analysis and to disseminate the results of the
completed programme of archaeological work.

The excavations within the Scheduled Area formed part of a more extensive excavation
programme commissioned by Dwr Cymru Welsh Water/Laing O’Rourke encompassing that
section of the Ledbury Trunk Main Refurbishment Scheme extending between Yarkhill and
Canon Frome, which directly impacted upon the Roman settlement, as defined in the Central
Marches Historic Towns Survey (Buteux, 1996). This more extensive programme comprised
the archaeological excavation of 13 access pits along the route of the new pipeline according
to the engineering criteria defined above. Thus, in addition to the findings of the access pit
excavations carried out within the Scheduled Area, results obtained from APs 1-7, located to
the northwest of the Scheduled Area, and 10-13, to the east, are described in outline for
contextual purposes to indicate the character, chronological development and geographical
distribution of settlement activity during the prehistoric, Roman and post-Roman periods
within the wider archaeological landscape.

In summary, the results of the excavations within the Scheduled Area are as follows. AP8
revealed three main phases of occupation, which can be broadly assigned—based on
pottery evidence—to the late 1st-4th centuries AD. It should be noted that AP8 was
subsequently extended eastwards as AP8b and that an additional pit (AP8b) was later
investigated to the west of AP8 necessitated by the occurrence of ground disturbance during
drilling operations.

The nature of the occupation features identified in AP 8 is difficult to characterise. A deep well
appears to represent the earliest evidence of settlement, although this feature was evidently
in use for only a relatively short period, probably until the early 2nd century AD, based on
analsis of the pottery evidence recovered. The subsequent construction of a grain drier
appears to indicate that cereal-processing activity was taking place nearby and that there
could well have been a granary building in the immediate vicinity, these often having been
found in association with mansio (staging post) complexes on other Roman sites.

The grain drier appears to have fallen out of use relatively swiftly and was subsequently re-
used for the disposal of domestic waste. The substantial assemblage of samian ware
drinking vessels recovered from this feature would appear to be indicative of high-status
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occupation or possibly a shrine/temple site in the immediate locality.

The remains of (heavily robbed) masonry walling, a metalled surface and substantial
fragments of ceramic building material found in AP8 and AP8b to the west would certainly
imply the existence of a complex of masonry buildings in this immediate vicinity, probably
with a clay-tiled roof and central heating (implied by the presence of a hypocaust tile).
However, the dating of the masonry walling revealed in AP8 and AP8b remains problematic,
chiefly due to the heavily disturbed condition of the walls, which had clearly been robbed and
disturbed by later ploughing activity.

The earliest occupation evidence revealed in AP9 consisted of a probable domestic waste
deposit represented by a charcoal layer, possibly representing a dispersed midden, which
yielded abundant charred cereal remains strongly suggestive of substantial cereal-
processing activity taking place in the immediate locality. Although no dateable material was
recovered from this deposit, it is likely to represent evidence of early Roman—or possibly
even late Iron Age—domestic occupation.

A metalled surface was subsequently laid either as part of a minor roadway within the
settlement or as defining a particular zone of occupationt. The full extent of this surface
could not be determined because of engineering limitations and SMC requirements and no
dating evidence was recovered from it.

There then appears to have been a break in occupation, represented by a series of apparent
flooding (alluvial) deposits. Another phase of occupation seems then to have ensued.
Although some probable demolition material was associated with this occupation phase, no
structural evidence was identified.The small pottery assemblage from this phase included
samian ware of early to mid 2nd century date.

This phase of activity appears to have ceased with the onset of another, albeit relatively
short-lived alluvial episode, followed by a more intensive phase of activity. A substantial
pottery assemblage, mostly of mid/late 2nd century date, was recovered, as well as a quantity
of roof tile inidcating the presence of a fairly substantial building in the locality. The presence
of charred cereals appears to represent evidence of domestic cereal-processing nearby,
although clearly on a much lower scale than that encountered in the earlier charcoal deposit.

It should be noted that Roman occupation deposits in AP9 were identified at an approximate
depth of 0.75m below existing ground level, similar to that encountered during drainage ditch
excavations undertaken further to the north within the Scheduled Area in 1982, but at a
greater depth than those encountered in AP8.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Background

Border Archaeology was instructed by Richard Codd Esq. of Laing O’Rourke (LOR) to
undertake an archaeological programme of works at Stretton Grandison, Herefordshire, in
respect of that section of the Ledbury Trunk Mains (LTM) Refurbishment Scheme extending
through a defended settlement enclosure located at NGR 6350 4320 (SMR Ref. 1743; SAM
Herefordshire 330), immediately to the east of the A417 (Fig. 1), and forming part of the
Romano-British urban settlement of Stretton Grandison, as designated in the archaeological
assessment carried out by HWCAS as part of the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey
(Buteux, 1996).

The engineering method selected for this section of the LTM was directional drill and two
locations within the Scheduled Area were identified by LOR for the excavation of
access/egress pits, these locations and the dimensions of the individual pits being specified
in advance by DCWW/LOR according to engineering criteria. It was agreed between Mr A. J.
Fleming, of English Heritage, LOR and Neil Shurety, of Border Archaeology, that the pits
should be excavated archaeologically, both to identify and preserve by record any potential
underlying archaeological deposits and to assess the likely depth of such deposits for
engineering purposes.

An application for Scheduled Monument Consent was duly submitted by Border Archaeology
on behalf of DCWW/LOR under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
(as amended) Section 2 and consent was granted by DCMS on April 4th 2007 (Ref: HSD
9/2/9064) on condition that works be carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of
Investigation approved by the Secretary of State advised by English Heritage.

This report deals specifically with results obtained from the excavation of the two access pits
located within the Scheduled Area, namely, AP 8 (NGR SO 63460 43270) and AP9 (NGR SO
63555 43260); however, reference is also made, where appropriate for interpretative
purposes, to the broader context of Border Archaeology’s programme of work.

It should be noted that AP8 was subsequently extended to the east (AP8a) to facilitate the
alignment of two separate pipe sections for welding purposes. It should also be noted that,
due to unforeseen engineering complications—namely, ground-heave resulting from the
venting of pressure during the drilling process—an additional access pit (AP8b) measuring
2.45m (north/south) × 2.9m (east/west) (AP8b) was subsequently excavated and subject to
full archaeological recording, the results of which are also contained herein.

In compliance with English Heritage guidelines (MoRPHE, 2006), an assessment of the data
captured on site was undertaken by recognised specialist contractors, from whom
recommendations were sought and acted upon. Valuable technical advice was provided by
Dr Lisa Moffet, English Heritage Regional Science Advisor for the West Midlands, who visited
the site on several occasions during the course of the project.

Copies of the report will be sent to DCWW, Laing O’Rourke, Mr A. J. Fleming, Herefordshire
Archaeology and the Herefordshire Sites & Monuments Record.
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Fig. 1: Plan showing locations of Access Pit (AP) excavations



1.2 Site Location

Access Pit 8 was located at NGR SO 63460 43270 approximately 50m east of the A417
trunk road, within the southwest corner of the Scheduled Area of the Roman defended
enclosure (SAM Herefordshire 330). In addition to the excavation of AP8 and its eastward
extension, another small access pit was excavated to investigate an area of ground-heave
measuring approximately 2.7m in diameter, situated about 7.5m west of AP8.

Access Pit 9 was located at NGR SO 63555 43260, approximately 90m east-southeast of AP
8 and about 20m within the southern edge of the Scheduled Area of the Roman defended
enclosure (SAM Herefordshire 330).

1.3 Soils & Geology

Approaching Yarkhill, the pipeline enters the floodplain of the River Frome, which is
characterised by typical brown alluvial soils of the LUGWARDINE series (561d), which are
composed of deep stoneless permeable reddish fine silty soils, with similar coarse silty soils
locally associated with fine silty soils variably affected by groundwater, overlying reddish river
alluvium (SSEW, 1983). The pipeline continued east-northeast to Covender, where it crossed
the River Lodon, and then east-southeast through an area of typical argillic brown earths of
the BROMYARD series (571b), consisting of well-drained reddish fine silty soils over shale
and siltstone, with some well-drained coarse loamy soils over sandstone (SSEW, 1983). This
section of pipeline then crossed the River Frome, terminating to the south of Canon Frome
Court.

2. METHODOLOGY
The archaeological programme of work was conducted in accordance with guidelines set out
in Standard and Guidance for archaeological excavation (IfA, 2001) and Management of
Research Projects in the Historic Environment (English Heritage, 2006). Border Archaeology
adheres to the IfA Code of conduct and Code of approved practice for the regulation of
contractual arrangements in field archaeology and to Herefordshire Archaeology’s Standards
for Archaeological Projects in Herefordshire (Issue 1) (Herefordshire Council, 2004).

Thirteen Access Pits (AP 1-AP13) were opened within the Roman urban settlement area, of
which only AP8 and AP9 were located within the defended settlement enclosure (SAM
Herefordshire 330) and the results of these latter excavations comprise the main body of this
report.

Access pits were spaced roughly 100m apart with precise locations established by Laing
O’Rourke according to engineering criteria. Excavations were undertaken to an agreed
methodology intended to maximise the archaeological potential of each pit while maintaining
a safe working environment by ensuring the stability of sections. This was achieved by
creating a stepped profile such that no section stood more than 1.5m high.

The original dimensions of AP8 and AP9 measured 5m × 6m × 3m centred on co-ordinates
supplied and plotted by Laing O’Rourke. However, following the excavation of AP8, the pit
was further extended to the east to accommodate pipe welding operations. This eastward
extension, designated AP8a, measured 2.6m (east/west) × 5.25m (north/south), with a
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further slot cut through this pit measuring 1.3m (north/south) × 1.8m (east/west) ×1.94m
(maximum depth).

Additionally, another small access pit was excavated to investigate an area of ground-heave
measuring approximately 2.7m in diameter, situated about 7.5m west of AP8. It appears this
may have resulted from the venting of a pressurised mix of soil and water as the drill head
passed through an an area of loosely compacted ground. The dimensions of this additional
access pit, designated AP8b, were 2.45m (north/south) × 2.9m (east/west).

Full written, drawn and photographic records were made using pro-forma record forms and
sheets, these being in accordance with Border Archaeology's Site Recording Manual and
with established archaeological practice.

A detailed written stratigraphic record was produced for each access pit and individual Harris
matrices compiled. Plans, sections and elevations were produced at scales of 1:20 or 1:10,
as appropriate, on pro-forma gridded archivally stable polyester film; artefact details were
recorded at an appropriate scale. All plans, elevations and sections contain grid and level
information relative to OS data and are numbered and listed in a drawing register, these
numbers being cross-referenced to written site records.

A comprehensive photographic record of all stratigraphic units was made using a high-
resolution digital camera, comprising record views of contexts, samples or artefacts, together
with a representative record of site works. All photographic records were indexed and cross-
referenced to written site records. Details of subject and direction of view were maintained in
a photographic register, indexed by frame number.
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3. EXCAVATION RESULTS

3.1 Access Pit 8 (AP8) (including AP8a)

Twenty-five contexts were identified, the uppermost of which was a friable mid greyish-brown
humic silty clay (8001) with moderate small subangular stones, ceramic sherds and
occasional CBM fragments, extending to a maximum depth of 0.34m. Underlying (8001) was
the fill (8022) of a single northeast/southwest robber trench [8023], consisting of moderately
compact mid reddish-brown sandy silt, with frequent large fragments of stone, some of which
exhibited evidence of having been roughly worked (Plate 1; Figs. 2 & 3).

This feature was initially identified in section during the excavation of AP8 and revealed a
roughly U-shaped profile, with a sharp break of slope at the top and steeply sloping sides
breaking moderately/sharply to a flat base. The excavation of extension AP8a revealed
further evidence of the northeast/southwest alignment of the trench, its maximum visible
extent measuring 3m (northeast/southwest) × 0.68m (northwest/southeast) × 0.56m.

Trench [8023] appeared to have been cut from (8002), a moderately compact mid reddish-
brown sandy clay (8002) containing rare small-to-medium charcoal pieces, which extended
over the entirety of the excavated area to a maximum depth of 0.46m. The full extent of
[8023] was not established during the excavation; it appeared to represent the robbing-out of
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Fig. 2: West-facing section showing cut [8023] of robber trench

Plate 1: View east showing robber trench [8023] (centre right) in west-facing section
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Fig. 3: (Top) Plan of latest phase of Roman activty
showing continuation of robber trench [8023] in

eastern extention to Access Pit 8

Fig. 4: (Above) South-facing section of AP8

Fig. 5: (Left) North-facing section of AP8a



a masonry wall on the same alignment. It was not possible to discern the original foundation
cut for the wall within the robber trench.

A sequence of distinct lenses was identified beneath (8002) extending northeast/southwest
across the northeast corner of the pit (Fig. 4). The uppermost of these (8016) consisted of a
moderately compact mid reddish-brown sandy clay with frequent gravel inclusions and
degraded sandstone fragments and moderate charcoal flecking, its visible extent measuring
1.70m (north/south) × 3.65m (east/west) × 0.14m. This in turn overlay a friable reddish-
brown fine sandy gravel deposit containing occasional Roman ceramics, which measured
2.30m (north/south) × 3.55m (east/west) × 0.14m (8003). Both (8003) and (8016) appeared
to respect the wall alignment represented by robber trench [8023].

The function of (8003) and (8016) was difficult to establish, due to the limited extent of the
deposits that were exposed by the excavation. The projected line of the Roman road from
Gloucester via Dymock to Stretton Grandison (RR 610) appears to run just to the east of AP
8. However, it is unlikely that (8003) and (8016) formed part of this road, based on the
shallow depth of the deposits and the fact that they appeared to be aligned
northeast/southwest whereas the road is oriented northwest/southeast. Moreover, the
absence of a pronounced agger and the lack of associated side ditches appears to rule out
the possibility of a major roadway, although intensive modern ploughing might well have
reduced or severely truncated evidence of these features.

A more plausible explanation is that (8003) and (8016) represented either a minor roadway
within the defended enclosure or the heavily denuded remains of a metalled surface defining
a specific zone of occupation within the enclosure, possibly a courtyard area relating to a
building which stood to the west of the main Roman road. It may be that the wall alignment
represented by robber trench [8023] related to a boundary wall defining this courtyard area.
The limited extent of the metalling exposed during the excavation, however, prevents any
definite conclusions being drawn concerning its date and function.

Both (8002) and (8003) overlaid (8004), a moderate to firm light to mid reddish-brown silty
clay containing moderate Roman ceramics, occasional animal bone and charcoal flecking,
which measured approximately 0.25m in thickness and became noticeably darker in colour
towards the base of the deposit. Context (8004) overlaid a moderate to firm dark reddish-
brown stone-free silty clay (8025) measuring approximately 0.65m in depth, which was
interpreted as an alluvial deposit, in turn overlying (8021), a firm dark reddish-brown
degraded sandstone representing natural bedrock, the visible extent of which measured
approximately 6m × 2m × >0.8m.

Context (8004) was interpreted as relating to a prolonged phase of occupation, which, based
on the pottery evidence, was broadly dated to the late 1st-2nd century AD. A series of features
appeared to have been cut from this deposit, including a possible well feature [8013] (Plate
2; Fig. 6) and a composite structure comprising two sub-circular pits—[8005] and [8007]—
linked by a gully [8009], all of which were located in the southern half of the access pit
(Plates 3-5; Figs. 7 & 8). Two smaller sub-circular pits—[8015] and [8017]—were identified
on the northern edge of AP8 (Figs. 7 & 8).

The large deep sub-circular well [8013], the full depth of which exceeded the designated
depth of the excavation, represented the earliest feature identified, its visible dimensions
measuring 1.9m (north/south) × 1.8m (east/west) × 2.45m (maximum visible depth). The well
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(Above) Fig. 6: Plan of initial phase of Roman activity showing well feature [8013]

(Below) Plate 2: View of heavily waterlogged deposits exposed towards the base of well feature [8013]
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(Above) Plate 3: View showing masonry deposit at base of [8007]
(Below) Plate 4: View of sub-circular pit [8005]
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(Above) Fig. 7: Plan of second phase of Roman activity showing composite structure represented by pits [8005], [8007] and gully [8009]
(Below) Plate 5: Pre-ex view of composite structure interpreted as a probable grain-drier or oven, as attested by an abundance of charred

cereal remains recovered from the fills of the two pits and the gully feature
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Fig. 8: Profiles of features [8005], [8013] and[8015]

Fig. 9: Post-ex plan showing features exposed in AP8 and AP8a



contained two visible fills. The uppermost of these (8011) consisted of loose to moderately
compact dark blackish-brown silty clay containing frequent ceramic sherds and animal bone,
which measured approximately 0.75m in thickness. Underlying (8011) was a moderately
compact dark greyish-brown gleyed clayey silt with moderate charcoal flecking and evidence
of heavy waterlogging (8024), which appeared to extend to the maximum excavated depth of
the pit (58.87m AOD). It is unclear whether (8024) represented a silting-up of the well or
formed part of the same backfill deposit as (8011), which subsequently became gleyed due
to later hydrological change. The ceramic assemblage from (8011) points to a probable early
2nd century date for the backfilling episode, evidenced by a noticeable absence of Dorset
black burnished ware.

Subsequent to the backfilling episode, it appears that a smaller pit was cut into the top of well
[8013], represented by [8007], measuring 1.2m (north/south) × 1.05m (east/west) × 0.8m, the
profile of which consisted of a sharp break of slope at the top and near-vertical sides
breaking sharply to a flat base. This smaller pit [8007] was filled by (8008), a loose dark
blackish-brown silty clay containing very frequent charcoal and moderate small rounded and
sub-circular stones. A substantial assemblage of Roman ceramics was recovered from this
deposit, mostly dating from the late 1st/2nd century AD. This included a significant quantity of
decorated central and south Gaulish samian wares, mostly of Flavian/Trajanic date, with
some later Hadrianic and early Antonine pieces, as well as a small group of later sherds,
including Oxfordshire colour-coated wares and a burnt flanged rim bowl in Dorset black
burnished fabric, probably dating from the later 3rd/early 4th century. A number of large
angular sandstone blocks were revealed at the base of [8007] within a reddish-brown sandy
gravel matrix (8012), which appeared to represent a stone lining for the pit. Pit [8007]
appeared to form part of a composite structure with another sub-circular pit [8005]
immediately to the east, the two being linked by a linear gully feature [8009].

Pit [8005] measured 1.2m (north/south) × 1.4m (east/west) × 0.85m and revealed a sharp
break of slope at the top of the profile, with steeply sloping sides breaking to a shallower
slope at 0.5m before dropping more steeply from 0.7m and breaking sharply to a gently
sloping (from south to north) base. [8005] was filled by (8006), a moderately compact dark
greyish-brown silty clay with frequent charcoal flecking. A substantial assemblage of Roman
ceramic sherds (242 in total) was recovered from this deposit, broadly dating from the 2nd

century AD, including a significant quantity of decorated samian ware, mostly of
Hadrianic/Antonine date. A large amount of animal bone, largely consisting of butchered
cattle bone fragments, with a small quantity of fish and small mammal bone fragments, was
also recovered. Other finds included a single fragment from a cylindrical glass bottle of a type
commonly used during the late 1st/early 2nd century (Cool, 2008) and a small collection of
domestic iron and copper alloy objects, including a pair of tweezers and fragments of a toilet
set (Plate 6).
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Plate 6: Tweezers from pit [8005]



Pits [8005] and [8007] were linked by a shallow linear gully [8009], measuring 0.38m
(north/south) × 0.23m (east/west) × 0.16m, the profile of which consisted of a moderate
break of slope at the top, moderately sloping sides and a concave base. Gully [8009] was
filled by a moderately compact mid greyish-brown silty clay containing moderate ceramic
sherds and occasional charcoal flecking (8010). A moderate assemblage of Roman
ceramics was recovered from this deposit, which appeared to be primarily of early 2nd century
date, including a sherd of central Gaulish samian dated to c.100-120 AD.

In addition to the composite structure represented by pits [8005], [8007] and gully [8009], two
other features were identified cutting (8004), namely [8015] and [8017]. The first of these
[8015] consisted of a sub-circular pit located in the northeast corner of the access pit, which
appeared to be sealed by gravel deposit (8003). The feature was 0.49m in diameter and
0.17m deep with a sharp break of slope at the top of the profile and steeply sloping sides
breaking moderately to a flat base. A single fill was identified within [8015], consisting of a
loose to moderately compact mid greyish-brown silty clay with moderate charcoal flecking,
occasional Roman ceramics and animal bone fragments (8014).

The profile of a small U-shaped pit [8017] was also identified in the centre of the south-facing
section of AP 8 (Fig. 4), its visible extent measuring 0.68m × 0.26m with a sharp break of
slope at the top of the profile, steeply sloping sides and concave base. This was filled by a
single deposit—(8018)—consisting of moderately compact, dark greyish-brown silty clay with
frequent charcoal flecking and small rounded stones.
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3.2 Additional Access Pit 8b (AP8b)

In addition to the excavation of AP8 and its eastward extension, another small access pit was
excavated to investigate an area of pushed-up ground measuring approximately 2.7m in
diameter, situated about 7.5m west of AP8, resulting from a pressurised mix of water and soil
venting where the ground was less compact. The dimensions of this additional access pit
(AP8b) were 2.45m (north/south) × 2.9m (east/west).

The uppermost of seven contexts revealed during the course of the excavation consisted of
moderately compact dark greyish-brown silty clay topsoil with frequent small subangular
stones, moderate ceramic sherds and occasional, heavily abraded CBM fragments of Roman
date, extending to a maximum depth of 0.24m (8101). Underlying (8101) and extending to a
maximum visible depth of 0.25m was (8102), a firm light reddish-brown silty clay with
occasional rounded stones.

Immediately following the initial topsoil strip, evidence of rectilinear masonry foundations
(8104) was noted, consisting of a wall running north/south (2.55m × 0.92m) with a return to
the east (1.15m × 0.6m) and another return partially visible at the eastern end of this wall,
running approximately north/south (1m × 0.25m). The walls roughly formed an H-shaped
structure in plan, although their full extent was not revealed within the limits of the excavation
area as defined for engineering purposes (Plate 7; Fig. 10).

The wall foundations had clearly been heavily robbed and damaged by ploughing and
consisted of uncoursed, earth-bonded sandstone rubble masonry. Due to the shallow depth
of the excavations, the base of the walls was not revealed, neither was it possible to
determine precisely from where these wall foundations were cut. Within the northeast corner
of the access pit, the walls appeared to enclose three sides of a roughly rectangular area, its
visible dimensions measuring 1.2m (north/south) × 0.95m (east/west).

A series of deposits was identified within the void encompassed by this series of walls, the
uppermost of which (8103), consisted of firm dark reddish-brown sandy silt with frequent
small rounded stones and occasional Roman ceramics. This in turn overlaid (8106), a
moderately compact mid to dark brown silty sand with occasional gravel and small stones,
which overlaid (8107), a firm mid reddish-brown sandy clay with rounded stones.
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Fig. 10: Post-ex plan showing masonry wall foundations revealed in Access Pit 8b

Plate 7: View west showing rectilinear masonry wall foundations (8104)



3.3 Summary Conclusions

Three main phases of occupation on the site can be broadly assigned—based on pottery
evidence—to the late 1st-4th centuries AD.

Occupation deposit (8004) appeared to represent the earliest phase, from which the majority
of features appeared to be cut, including the sub-circular features in the southern half of the
access pit, well [8013], pits [8005] and [8007] linked by gully feature [8009] and two small pits
[8015] and [8017] located in the northern part of the pit. Analysis of the pottery recovered
from (8004) provides a potentially broad date range extending from the late 1st century AD
through to the end of the 2nd century.

A large deep well [8013] was the earliest feature identified, which appears to have gradually
silted-up with a waterlogged greyish silt (8024) and was subsequently backfilled by loose to
moderately compact dark blackish-brown silty clay, containing frequent ceramic sherds and
animal bone, together with charred cereal grains and two glass fragments (8011). The large
assemblage of pottery recovered from this backfill material consisted of wares typical of the
late 1st/early 2nd century and was particularly distinguished by the absence of sherds of
Dorset black burnished ware, which suggests a terminus post-quem not much later than
c.120 AD. Sub-circular pit feature [8015] may also belong to this early phase of occupation,
again based on the pottery evidence.

Following the backfilling of well [8013], a second phase of activity commenced with the
digging of pits [8005] and [8007], which were in turn linked by linear gully [8009]. The
resulting composite structure can be interpreted as a probable grain-drier or oven, as
attested by an abundance of charred cereal remains (including spelt wheat and barley)
recovered from the fills of the two pits and the gully feature. Certainly, cereal-processing
activity must have been present in the immediate vicinity of the pits, which is further
suggested by presence of an agricultural implement—a pruning saw—in the fill of [8007].

Pits [8005] and [8007] appear to have been almost contemporary with each other, as their
fills contained samian sherds from the same bowls. Generally, the pottery from [8005] and
[8007] consisted of late 1st/2nd century material, with a significant proportion of decorated
samian ware present in assemblages from both pits. However, a distinct group of later wares
from [8007], including sherds of Oxfordshire colour-coated ware and a Dorset black
burnished burnt flanged rim bowl, indicate that this feature had a longer lifespan than [8005],
extending into the late 3rd/4th century AD. The fill of the gully feature [8009], however,
contained pottery dating no later than the early 2nd century, suggesting that the gully and, by
implication, the structure of which it formed a component, fell out of use quite rapidly. It
would appear that pits [8005] and [8007] were subsequently used for the disposal of refuse,
as the remainder of the finds assemblage appeared to be characteristic of domestic waste,
consisting of a significant quantity of butchered animal bone, occasional iron and glass
objects and other artefacts.

The unusually substantial quantity of decorated samian vessels found in the fills of both pits
requires further comment, possibly indicating a military association, as has been suggested
at Dymock (Wild, 2007, 155-8), which is not surprising in view of the close proximity of the
Roman auxiliary fort, some 250m to the west of the defended enclosure. On the other hand,
it may simply represent a domestic assemblage associated with a nearby high-status ‘official’
residence. It is possible that this was the mansio presumed from aerial photographic
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evidence to have been situated further to the north within the defended enclosure, at the
junction of the roads from Gloucester and Kenchester (Baker, 1970), or the masonry building
which was partially revealed in the additional excavation undertaken to the west of AP8.
However, based on parallels with other Roman sites, a ritual function must also be
considered; as J. Timby has observed, the assemblage ‘may be connected with the use of
the site as a cemetery and perhaps with festivities and ceremonies connected to the action of
burial…they may also reflect a sacred area or nearby shrine’ (Timby, 2008).

Gravel lenses (8003) and (8016), overlying occupation deposit (8004), represent a later
phase of activity and appear to comprise either a minor roadway or a roughly metalled
surface defining a specific zone of activity within the defended enclosure. However, the two
sherds of oxidised Severn Valley ware recovered from (8003) were insufficiently diagnostic to
provide any meaningful dating evidence.

Robber trench [8023] represented the latest phase of activity identified during the course of
the investigations in AP8. This was filled by roughly worked masonry (8022) that appeared to
represent a heavily robbed wall foundation, the continuation of which was observed in the
eastward extension of the access pit (AP8a). It was not possible to discern the original
foundation cut for the wall within the robber trench. Unfortunately, no dating evidence was
recovered from the fill of [8023], although the fact that it was cut from subsoil deposit (8002),
postdating the main phase of Roman occupation, would appear to indicate a probable late
Roman or post-Roman date for this robbing activity. It is worth noting that the alignment of
[8023] is respected by earlier gravel lenses (8003) and (8016) which appear to be of Roman
date.

The limited extent and heavily disturbed condition of the masonry walling revealed in AP8b,
located to the west of AP8, precludes detailed conclusions being drawn regarding its date,
layout and function. There was no obvious evidence of a relationship to the masonry wall
revealed in AP8 and its eastward extension. The limited depth of the excavation (determined
by engineering considerations) meant that the base of the masonry walling was not revealed;
consequently, it was not possible to determine from where it was originally cut, although it
appeared to be at a greater depth than the masonry wall identified in AP8 and its extension.

The pottery recovered from (8104), comprising the rectilinear masonry foundations revealed
in AP8b, included handmade and wheel-thrown Roman Malvernian wares (Glos TF 19),
which have been broadly dated to the 2nd–early 4th centuries AD. A quantity of CBM was also
recovered, consisting mainly of roofing tile fragments of unspecified Roman date but also
including a small amount of material for which a possible post-Roman date has been
suggested (Timby, 2008).

The nature of the occupation features identified in AP 8 is difficult to characterise. The
presence of the deep well [8013] is significant and appears to represent the earliest evidence
of settlement in this specific area, although this feature was evidently in use for only a
relatively short period, probably until the early 2nd century AD. The subsequent construction
of a grain drier, represented by pits [8005] and [8007] and gully [8009], appears to indicate
that cereal-processing activity was taking place nearby and that there could well have been a
granary building in the immediate vicinity, these often having been found in association with
mansio complexes on other Roman sites (Black, 1995).

The grain drier appears to have fallen out of use relatively swiftly, with gully [8009] being filled
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at an early date and [8005] and [8007] subsequently being re-used for the disposal of
domestic waste, the latter remaining in use until the late 3rd/4th century AD. The substantial
assemblage of samian drinking vessels recovered from both pits would appear to be
indicative of high-status occupation or possibly a shrine/temple site in the immediate locality.

The remains of (heavily robbed) masonry walling, a metalled surface and substantial
fragments of CBM found in AP8 and AP8b to the west would certainly imply the existence of
a complex of masonry buildings in this immediate vicinity, probably with a clay-tiled roof and
central heating (implied by the presence of a pila or hypocaust tile in the fill of [8007]).

However, the dating of the masonry walling revealed in AP8 and AP8b remains problematic,
chiefly due to the heavily disturbed condition of the walls, which had clearly been heavily
robbed and disturbed by later ploughing activity. No evidence of the original foundation cut
of the masonry wall was observed in robber trench [8023]; similarly, no foundation cut was
discernable for the rectilinear wall footings observed in AP8b, because of the shallow depth
of the excavation.
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3.4 Access Pit 9 (AP 9)

Nineteen contexts were revealed in AP9, the uppermost of which (9001), consisted of
moderately compact dark greyish-brown silty clay, with occasional small rounded stones,
extending to a maximum depth of 0.25m. This topsoil deposit overlaid a moderately compact
mid greyish-brown silty clay with frequent gritty inclusions (9002), which revealed a maximum
thickness of 0.14m.

Evidence of seasonal flooding was revealed beneath (9002), namely deposits (9003) and
(9004), which appeared to represent one or several phases of alluvial deposition. The first of
these (9003) was visible only within the southern part of the pit and consisted of a moderate
to firm reddish-brown silty clay with rare charcoal flecking, a single sherd of Roman grey
ware and a fragment of mollusc shell. The visible extent of this deposit measured 4m
(east/west) × 0.42m (north/south) × 0.1m (maximum thickness). The second alluvial deposit
(9004) covered the remainder of the pit and consisted of a moderately compact mid
yellowish-brown silty clay with occasional charcoal flecking, extending to a maximum depth
of 0.25m.

These deposits sealed a loose to moderately compact dark greyish-brown silty clay (9007)
containing lenses of charcoal and burning and rare, very small stones, which extended to a
depth of 0.4m (Fig. 13 & 15). A moderate quantity of animal bone was recovered, together
with a large number of Roman ceramic sherds (125 in total), including south Gaulish and
central Gaulish samian wares, Dorset black burnished wares, oxidised and reduced Severn
Valley wares and CBM, including fragments and tegula and imbrex.

Subsequent analysis of environmental samples taken from this deposit revealed moderate
amounts of charred plant remains, including spelt wheat (Triticum spelta). This deposit was
interpreted as an occupation layer of Roman date, the substantial quantities of ceramics,
including tile fragments, indicating the likely presence of a building in the immediate vicinity,
while the moderate quantities of spelt wheat are indicative of cereal-processing activity,
probably on a domestic scale (ASUD, 2008).

Further evidence of seasonal flooding was revealed beneath (9007) comprising a sequence
of deposits the uppermost of which (9008) consisted of a moderately compact yellowish-
brown silty clay with occasional charcoal flecking, measuring up to 0.12m in thickness. This
overlaid a band of moderately compact pinkish-red gritty silty clay containing occasional
mollusc shell fragments (9006) measuring (visible extent) 6m (east/west) × 1.9m
(north/south) × 0.05m (Fig. 13 & 15).

Underlying (9006) was a deposit of moderately compact yellowish-brown silty clay (9009)
(Figs. 13-16). This produced a small ceramic assemblage of Roman date, including central
Gaulish samian ware and oxidised and reduced Severn Valley wares, together with a
moderate quantity of animal bone, including the remains of cattle and caprovid, with one
cattle metacarpal shaft having been split longitudinally, presumably for extraction of the
marrow (Jaques & Carrott, 2008). Contained within (9009), and visible within the east-facing
section of the pit, was a probable demolition layer. This comprised a greyish-brown
sandstone rubble lens (9014) measuring (visible extent) 0.68m (north/south) × 0.21m
(east/west) × 0.15m.
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A thin band of moderate to firm pinkish-orange silty clay containing moderate gritty
sandstone fragments and occasional charcoal flecking (9010) underlay (9009), measuring
(visible extent) 6m (east/west) × 1.9m (north/south) × 0.1m (Figs. 15 & 16). This deposit
yielded relatively few finds, although a solitary bone hairpin fragment with plain tapering
shaft, lacking both the top of the head and the tip, with a single groove below the point where
the head had broken, was recovered, its dimensions being 68mm in length, with a maximum
diameter below the head of 3mm. Analysis of the pin identified it as being of a relatively
common type probably dating from the mid 1st century to c. AD 200 (Crummy, 2008) (Plate
8).

Two thin lenses beneath (9010)—namely
(9011) and (9013)—were observed in the east-
and west-facing sections (Figs. 15 & 16). The
first of these (9011) consisted of moderately
compact greyish-black silt containing frequent
charcoal and measuring 0.7m × 1.2m × 0.06m,
while (9013) comprised a moderately compact
blackish peaty deposit measuring (visible
dimensions) 0.4m (east/west) × 1.9m
(north/south) × 0.3m.

Underlying both (9011) and (9013) was a
moderately compact yellowish-brown silty clay
(9012) with occasional charcoal flecking
extending to a maximum depth of 0.3m, which
was devoid of finds and appeared to represent
a further phase of alluvial deposition. This in
turn overlaid a metalled surface represented by
(9015) and (9017), consisting of compacted
small greyish-brown angular stones set within
an orangey-brown silty clay matrix. This
possible surface might have formed part of a
larger area of metalling extending across the
defended enclosure; however, other possible
interpretations include a courtyard area
associated with a building, or a minor roadway
within the enclosure (Plate 9; Figs. 11, 12, 14 &
16).

Extending between and partially underlying (9015) and (9017) was a friable charcoal lens
(9016), its visible extent measuring 4m (east/west) × 3m (north/south) × 0.1m (Figs. 14 &
16). Analysis of environmental samples revealed a substantial assemblage of charred cereal
remains, the predominant species being spelt wheat (Triticum spelta), with a relatively small
quantity of oat (Avena) grains. Much of this charred material consisted of chaff (i.e. glume
bases), strongly suggesting a domestic fire-waste deposit containing chaff remains from the
domestic-scale processing of glume wheat (ASUD, 2008). A quantity of animal bone was
also identified within this charcoal lens; further analysis identified a fragment of a pig
carpal/tarsal and 13 rib fragments of indeterminate species, some of which were burnt black
and extremely brittle (Jaques & Carrott, 2008).
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Plate 8: Bone hairpin fragment from (9010) probably dating
from the mid 1st century to c. AD 200
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Plate 9: View looking west showing
metalled surface (9017) overlying
charcoal rich deposit (9016)

Fig. 11: Plan showing extent of met-
alled surfaces (9015) and (9017)



The relatively localised area of the burning activity, the lack of any charred wood and the
substantial presence of charred cereal remains and animal bone suggests that (9016) related
to a dispersed hearth feature that was subsequently built-over by the metalled surface
represented by (9015) and (9017).

Underlying charcoal deposit (9016) was substantial evidence of alluvial deposition (9005),
consisting of a moderate to firm reddish-brown silty clay with rare charcoal flecking in the
upper part of the deposit and degraded sandstone patches towards its base, extending to a
maximum depth of 0.7m. No finds were recovered from (9005), which appeared to represent
a substantial phase of alluviation. Underlying (9005) and extending to the base of the pit was
(9019), a firm reddish-brown silty clay with frequent gravels, interpreted as being of natural
deposition (Figs. 13-16).
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Fig 12: Surface profile of metalled area (9015)/(9017), looking west

Fig. 13: West-facing section of AP 9
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Fig. 14: North-facing section of AP9

Fig. 15: South-facing section of AP9

Fig. 16: East-facing section of AP9



3.5 Summary Conclusions

The earliest occupation evidence revealed in AP9 consisted of a probable domestic waste
deposit represented by charcoal layer (9016). This deposit, which could represent a
dispersed midden, yielded abundant charred cereal remains strongly suggestive of
substantial cereal-processing activity taking place in the immediate locality. Although no
dateable material was recovered from this deposit, it is likely to represent evidence of early
Roman—or possibly even late Iron Age—domestic occupation.

Deposit (9016) was subsequently overlaid by a metalled surface, represented by (9015) and
(9017), the full extent of which could not be determined. No dating evidence was recovered
from (9015) and (9017), which may be interpreted either as part of a minor roadway within
the settlement or as defining a particular zone of occupation.

There then appears to have been a break in occupation represented by alluvial deposit
(9012) and lenses (9011) and (9013), presumably representing an episode of flooding.
Another phase of occupation seems then to have ensued, represented by (9009) (9010) and
rubble lens (9014), which appeared to comprise demolition material, although no structural
evidence was identified.

The small pottery assemblage from (9009) included samian ware of early to mid 2nd century
date. This phase of activity appears to have ceased with the onset of another, albeit
relatively short-lived alluvial episode represented by (9006) and (9008), followed by a more
intensive phase of activity, represented by (9007). This deposit contained a substantial
pottery assemblage, mostly of mid/late 2nd century date, in addition to a number of
presumably residual late 1st century samian sherds, as well as a quantity of CBM, including
tegula and imbrex fragments, which indicate the presence of a fairly substantial building in
the locality. The presence of quantities of charred cereals in this deposit appear to represent
evidence of domestic cereal-processing nearby, although clearly on a much lower scale than
that encountered in charcoal-rich layer (9016).

It should be noted that Roman occupation deposits in AP9 were identified at an approximate
depth of 0.75m below existing ground level, similar to that encountered during drainage ditch
excavations undertaken further to the north within the Scheduled Area in 1982, but at a
greater depth than those encountered in AP8.
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4. INTERPRETATION

4.1 Introduction

The excavations undertaken within the Scheduled Area of the defended settlement enclosure
of Roman date located at NGR 6350 4320 (SMR Ref. 1743; SAM Herefordshire 330) formed
part of a more extensive programme of archaeological work carried out by Border
Archaeology within the Romano-British urban settlement of Stretton Grandison, as
designated in the archaeological assessment carried out by HWCAS as part of the Central
Marches Historic Towns Survey (Buteux, 1996) (see Border Archaeology Report No.
BA0703LORLTM). To view the results of the Scheduled Area investigations in isolation
would be to ignore much that is directly relevant to their interpretation and reference to
discoveries made elsewhere within the settlement area, namely, within APs 1-7, located to
the northwest of the Scheduled Area, and 10-13, to the east, is made where appropriate to
indicate the character, chronological development and geographical distribution of settlement
activity wihtin the wider archaeological landscape. The following section reviews the
evidence for pre-Roman activity before undertaking a detailed discussion of the more
substantial body of results relating to Romano-British and post-Roman occupation.

4.2 Evidence for prehistoric activity

4.2.1 Mesolithic/Neolithic

Important evidence for human activity dating back to the late Mesolithic/Neolithic period,
primarily consisting of two concentrations of worked wood fragments, was identified at the
base of Access Pits 2 and 5 located to the west of the Scheduled Area. Analysis of both sets
of wood fragments indicates that they probably formed parts of wooden hurdles or panels
constructed of alder (Alnus glutinosa), a water-resistant wood, which suggests that they may
have formed components of timber structures that would have been partially immersed in
water. Radiocarbon dating of a single piece of worked wood from AP5 yielded date ranges of
Cal BC 3930 to 3870 and Cal BC 3810 to 3640

It is reasonable to presume that these fragments formed components of larger timber
structures, about which several possible interpretations may be advanced. One possible
explanation is that these structures were in fact trackways, which would have been
constructed to traverse what would have been a predominantly open, semi-aquatic
environment, dominated by areas of semi-permanent swamp and wetland with occasional
areas of high ground supporting human occupation and probably subject to periodic flooding
which may have been seasonal or the result of severe climatic events. Another possibility is
that these structures could have formed fishtraps or fish weirs although these are more
commonly encountered in estuarine environments.

The radiocarbon dating of the wood fragments recovered from AP5, approximately dated to
c.3800-3700 BC, places it in the late Mesolithic/early Neolithic period, comparable in date to
the earliest timber trackways so far identified in the United Kingdom.

In general terms, the nature of occupation in this area from the Mesolithic through to the Iron
Age period can be described as being ephemeral and low-level in character, probably limited
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to isolated pockets of settlement on areas of higher ground. The timber structures revealed in
AP2 and AP5 must presumably represent indicators of nearby occupation sites, whether they
are fish-traps/weirs or trackways linking discrete areas of settlement.

4.2.2 Later prehistoric activity

Evidence of later prehistoric activity was limited in scope; no securely dated features
associated with either Bronze Age or Iron Age occupation were identified within APs 1-13.
However, a number of contexts were identified that might possibly represent evidence of Iron
Age occupation, although this activity appears to have been restricted in scope, which may
reflect prevailing environmental conditions (a largely open landscape with areas of semi-
permanent wetland prone to seasonal flooding). However, further investigation of the
cropmarks and possible hut circle site at NGR SO 6300 4300 previously identified from aerial
photography (SMR Record No. 7354), might shed light on more permanent pre-Roman
settlement in this area.

4.3 Evidence for Romano-British and post-Roman settlement

The programme of excavations revealed significant archaeological evidence of Romano-
British settlement, its broadest date range extending from the mid 1st century through to the
end of the 4th century AD. This includes substantial evidence of burial activity found in
association with agricultural/settlement features in AP 4, suggesting the presence of a
localised, possibly familial burial ground connected with a farmstead or villa complex. It
should be emphasized, however, that, due to the nature of the excavations, as dictated by
engineering criteria, this archaeological record essentially consists of a series of 13 isolated
‘snapshots’ across a broad swathe of landscape; consequently, it was impossible to obtain a
full and complete overview of the character, chronological development and geographical
distribution of settlement across this area.

Nevertheless, it is possible to draw some general conclusions about the layout and phasing
of the Roman settlement, which, however, may well be modified in the light of future
archaeological work carried out within the settlement area.

The chronology of Romano-British and post-Roman settlement activity as revealed during
this programme of excavation presents some difficulties; in particular, residuality has been
identified as a significant problem in several of the access pits excavated, which may be the
result of several factors, such as the digging of graves and the recutting of features in Access
Pit 4 and ploughing activity in Access Pits 6, 8 and 9. Bioturbation and intensive modern
ploughing activity in specific areas have also been identified as agencies responsible for the
presence of modern intrusive material in some contexts.

While the problem of residuality cannot be overlooked, it is nevertheless possible to establish
a general, relative chronological phasing for the settlement activity within the area traversed
by the pipeline route, primarily based on the stratigraphic record and supported by the dating
of the pottery assemblage, coinage and other artefactual evidence and, in selected
instances, by radiocarbon dating.

The chronology of the Romano-British and post-Roman settlement can broadly be divided
into three main phases: Phase 1 (mid 1st-late 2nd century AD), Phase 2 (3rd-early 4th century
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AD) and Phase 3 (mid 4th-mid 7th century AD).

4.3.1 Phase 1: Mid 1st-late 2nd/early 3rd century AD

This phase appears to represent the principal phase of Romano-British settlement activity
across the area traversed by the pipeline route, which at its very broadest date range,
extends from the mid 1st century to the late 2nd/early 3rd century AD. The earliest datable
features appeared to be located in AP1, consisting of two sub-circular pits [1010] and [1012]
which contained pottery dating to the mid-late 1st century AD. The latter pit also contained a
single sherd from a polychrome pillar moulded bowl of Claudio-Neronian date (c.AD 43-68),
which is particularly significant in view of the almost complete lack of securely dateable pre-
Flavian deposits, finds and features across the entirety of the area traversed by the pipeline
route.

A series of posthole features extending east-west across AP1 also appeared to be of a
probable mid-late 1st century date, based on the occurrence of Malvernian grog tempered
ware in the fill of posthole [1032]. Apart from the pits and posthole alignments in AP1, very
little evidence of pre-Flavian activity has been identified within the pits excavated from
Yarkhill to Canon Frome, which might suggest that the main area of settlement to the south
of the Frome was not established until the late Neronian-early Flavian period.

The majority of features identified during this programme of excavations appear to fall within
the late 1st-2nd century AD, indicating that this was almost certainly the most intensive period
of Romano-British settlement activity within the area traversed by the pipeline route.

Within AP4, a masonry well [4005], pottery kiln [4069], ditch features [4106] [4063], [4067]
and pits [4057], [4059], [4061] [4089] [4091] and [4095] appear to date broadly to the 2nd

century AD, which would appear to indicate that settlement activity was at its height during
this period.

Associated with these settlement features was a series of cremation and inhumation burials
(including both adults and neonates) the full extent of which was not established during the
programme of excavation. The random distribution of these burials and their close proximity,
both in temporal and spatial terms, to the agricultural/settlement features suggests localised,
possibly familial groupings connected with a farmstead/villa complex, rather than an
extensive, clearly defined formal burial ground associated with a fully-fledged ‘urban’
settlement, and may be compared with similar ‘farmstead’ cemeteries previously excavated
at Frocester and Hucclecote (Price, 2000; Thomas et al., 2003).

4.3.2 Evidence of Phase 1 activity within the Scheduled Area

The deep well feature [8013] in AP8 appears to have been backfilled by no later than c.120
(primarily based on the absence of Dorset Black Burnished ware from the backfill deposit)
and superseded by a corn-drier structure, represented by pits [8005], [8007] and gully [8009],
which in turn rapidly fell out of use (certainly no later than the mid 2nd century AD), and the
pits then re-used for domestic waste disposal (including the deposition of an unusually large
assemblage of decorated samian ware broadly ranging in date from c.70-200 AD). This rapid
sequence of activity perhaps suggests military or official involvement, which is not altogether
surprising in view of the proximity of the Roman fort some 350m further to the east and the
likely existence of a mansio or posting station in the immediate vicinity of AP8.
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The sequence of activity within AP9 is more difficult to interpret due to intervals of flooding
which appear to have interrupted settlement activity in this area; the occurrence of this
periodic flooding activity in AP9, rather than in AP8, may reflect the underlying geology, as
natural bedrock was recorded at a much higher level in AP8 compared to AP9. It would
appear that the metalled surface represented by (9015) and (9017) was probably established
in the late 1st century, predating the deposition of (9009), which contained pottery dating to
the early-mid 2nd century AD. This was followed by another brief interval of flooding activity,
evidenced by (9006) and (9008), followed by the deposition of occupation layer (9009)
containing pottery dating to the mid to late 2nd century.

4.3.3 Phase 2: 3rd-mid 4th century AD

This phase appears to represent a general reorganization/redefinition of field boundaries and
a gradual decline in settlement density, contrasting markedly with the more intensive
occupation evidenced in Phase 1, although this decline was by no means consistent across
the area.

4.3.4 Evidence of Phase 2 activity within the Scheduled Area

There was noticeably limited evidence of Phase 2 occupation within the two access pits
excavated within the Scheduled Area of the defended enclosure. The occurrence of pottery
in the upper fill of [8007] dated to the late 3rd-early 4th century shows that this pit remained in
use as a repository for domestic waste until the late Roman period. However, there was little
other evidence of Phase 2 activity within AP 8 and AP 9, which might suggest that occupation
within the scheduled enclosure declined markedly towards the end of the 3rd century AD.

4.3.5 Phase 3: Mid 4th-mid 7th century AD

The evidence relating to late Roman/post-Roman occupation revealed during the Stretton
excavations is relatively limited in scope, but nonetheless of considerable importance in
understanding this transitional phase of activity, which potentially extends from the mid 4th

century through to c.650 AD.

The main body of evidence for this phase of occupation consists of a large boundary ditch
[4009], several domestic fire waste pits and nine inhumation burials identified in AP4. The
interments were clearly distinguishable from the earlier phase of burial activity and included
two adults, of which one, the prone burial of an adolescent, showed clear evidence of having
been decapitated. The radiocarbon dating and the stratigraphic evidence indicate that this
series of burials is likely to date from the late Roman or early post-Roman period (certainly
later than c.340 AD and continuing up to c.550-650 AD).

4.4 Settlement Status and Morphology

The size and status of the Roman settlement remains an issue of some uncertainty; Stretton
was described as a town by Stanford and provisionally classified as urban by the authors of
the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey (Stanford, 1980, 90; Buteux, 1995, 2), while
Crickmore refers to it as a local market and service centre (Crickmore, 1984, 119).

The results of the programme of excavations reported here cannot provide a complete
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overview of the extent and scale of the settlement, as only a limited part of it was actually
revealed. However, it seems reasonable to assume that the construction of the Roman
auxiliary fort at Canon Frome and (probably to a much greater degree) the establishment of
the associated military road network, with a probable mansio or imperial posting station at
the junction of the road from Gloucester with another highway running east-west towards
Kenchester, provided the catalysts for the founding of a more permanent settlement in this
area.

The earthworks of the fort (SMR Ref. 1745), a bivallate rectangular enclosure covering an
approximate area of 4.8 acres, were still largely extant in the early 1880s and covered in
dense woodland (Bull, 1882, 255; O’Donnell, 1997, 13). However, subsequent tree-clearance
and intensive ploughing in the late 1960s have resulted in the destruction of the surviving
earthworks; although the outline of the defences was revealed as a cropmark visible from the
air (Baker, 1970, 45-7). The size of the fort is smaller than the fort at Jay Lane in
Leintwardine but roughly comparable with forts at Caerau and Castell Collen, suggesting that
it was probably intended to house an auxiliary regiment, possibly consisting of a mixed
complement of infantry and cavalry.

Precisely when the fort was founded is uncertain; no archaeological excavations have yet
been undertaken within the fort itself, although fieldwalking undertaken by Professors Frere
and St Joseph in 1970 identified a small pottery assemblage (including samian) which has
not been subject to detailed assessment but appears to date broadly to the mid to late 1st

century AD (Stevenson, 1999, 481; letter of Prof. S.S. Frere dated 10 Oct 1997 in Hereford
City Museum).

It is possible that the fort may have been established as part of Ostorius Scapula’s campaign
of 47-8 AD, as suggested by Stanford (Stanford, 1980, 124); however, it is equally possible
that it was established during one of the subsequent campaigns waged by successive
Roman governors to pacify the Marches during the 50s-early 60s AD, contemporary with the
establishment of the Roman supply base at Brandon Camp or the auxiliary fort at Jay Lane,
for which a date of c.55-61 AD has been suggested (Stanford, 1968; Brown, 1996). However,
in the absence of detailed archaeological investigation of the fort, it is difficult to draw firmer
conclusions regarding its date.

Possible evidence in favour of a late Neronian-early Flavian date for the establishment of the
Romano-British settlement is the almost complete absence of pottery or other material
culture of pre-Flavian date among the finds recovered during this programme of
archaeological works, the only securely dated pre-Flavian find consisting of a single fragment
from a polychrome pillar moulded bowl of Claudio-Neronian date, which was found in the fill
of domestic waste pit [1012] in AP1, some distance to the northwest of the Roman fort and
the road junction.

It is noticeable that the samian assemblage recovered during recent excavations on the
Roman settlement at Dymock included a small quantity of wares of Claudio-Neronian date,
contrasting with the complete absence of pre-Flavian samian wares at Stretton Grandison
(Wild, 2007; Wild, 2008). While the quantities of samian involved are probably too small on
which to base detailed conclusions, it does hint that settlement activity at Dymock may have
commenced at a slightly earlier date than at Stretton.

Further evidence of a military presence is indicated by the quality of the decorated samian
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assemblage, the majority of which was recovered from corn-drying kiln pits [8005] and [8007]
in AP8, although the presence of this assemblage may also be associated with the presence
of a mansio in the vicinity of the road junction.

A military association is also suggested by the presence of moderate amounts of Baetican
amphorae sherds, specifically of Dressel 20 fabric, a type of amphora frequently encountered
on Roman sites in Britain but which recent studies have specifically connected with military
rather than public consumption (Monfort, 1998; Carreras & Funari, 1999/2000, 231-5). The
discovery of a bone ‘dumb-bell’ toggle of late 1st-2nd century date within the fill of pit [8005],
which may well have originally belonged to a paenula or soldier’s hooded cloak (Plate 10),
also strongly suggests a military presence in the immediate vicinity.

While the finds assemblage at Stretton certainly hints
at a military presence within the settlement,
presumably connected with the nearby auxiliary fort,
there is also evidence to suggest that the origins of
the settlement were closely associated with the
mansio or imperial posting station presumed to have
been established at this important road junction

It is reasonable to assume that the remains of this
mansio complex are located within the Scheduled
Area, comprising the large rectangular ditched
enclosure to the east of the A417 at Canon Frome
identified from aerial reconnaissance in 1976, the
western half of which encompasses the line of the
Roman road running north from Gloucester and its
junction with the road running southeast from
Kenchester. A possible location for the mansio
building was suggested by Baker’s aerial
reconnaissance in 1969, which identified the
cropmark of an oblong structure situated within an
area to the north framed by the intersection of the two
roads (Baker, 1970).

However, based on comparison with other mansio sites which have been excavated, such as
at Wall (Staffs) or Godmanchester (Cambs), it is likely that there would have been not one
single structure but an extensive complex of buildings ranged around several courtyards,
including high-status accommodation, barrack-style standard accommodation and stabling
and large granaries used as fodder stores and often a shrine or temple (Green, 1969, 133-8;
Round, 1990-1; Black, 1995).

Significantly, the programme of excavations undertaken by Border Archaeology revealed
evidence of several features which might be interpreted as components of a mansio
complex, including a series of substantial masonry wall footings (though heavily robbed)
within both AP 8 and AP 8b, together with a large quantity of CBM fragments indicative of the
presence of one or more large masonry buildings with tiled roofs and hypocaust floors, which
may well represent high-status accommodation. Evidence for metalled surfaces was also
revealed in both AP8 and AP9 which could possibly represent courtyard areas within the
mansio itself or minor roadways associated with a settlement that may well have developed
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Plate 10: Bone ‘dumb-bell’ toggle of late 1st-2nd century
date within the fill of pit [8005], which probably

belonged to a paenula or soldier’s hooded cloak



around the mansio complex.

Considerable evidence of cereal-processing activity was also identified in both the pits
excavated within the defended enclosure, which in AP 8 was associated with a composite
structure, represented by pits [8005], [8007] and gully [8009] and interpreted as a corn-drying
kiln or oven. It is reasonable to assume, therefore, that there was a granary building
somewhere in close proximity to the corn-dryer. The nature of the decorated samian
assemblage found within pits [8005] and [8007] could also have religious associations,
indicating the presence of a ‘sacred area or nearby shrine’ (Timby, 2008).

However, while the results of Border Archaeology’s investigations within AP8 and AP9
certainly indicate the presence of components that one might associate with a mansio;
further work is needed to establish the full extent of the complex and any associated
settlement activity. Of particular importance is establishing the date of the large, rectilinear
ditched enclosure at the road junction: was it established at the same time as the mansio or
does it represent the later establishment of a defensive circuit around an existing settlement,
comparable to the defences at Kenchester (Magnis) Leintwardine (Bravonium), Wall
(Letocetum) and Water Eaton (Pennocrucium), all of which appear to date from the mid to
late 2nd century? The fortification of these settlements has been interpreted either as part of a
general administrative reorganization of the Marches, which has been suggested in the case
of Kenchester (Wilmott, 1980), or perhaps as a response to a deteriorating political situation
along the Welsh frontier (Stanford, 1980, 154; Webster, 1991).

In addition to the high-status nucleation within the defended enclosure, evidence has also
been identified for further settlement activity extending to the northwest, with two probable
foci (partially represented by APs 1 and 4) located on either side of the River Frome. The
status of these other settlement foci is difficult to gauge, due to the limited extent of the
excavations, as dictated by engineering considerations; however, the character of occupation
at both AP 1 and AP 4 appears to be decidedly rural, though nonetheless intensive in nature.

4.5 Economy

The evidence appears to indicate that the settlement was primarily agricultural in character.
The animal bone and charred plant remains clearly represent evidence of mixed farming
being practised on the site. Evidence of animal husbandry and butchery practices was
identified in the majority of the access pits (predominantly consisting of cattle, with caprovid
and pig present to a lesser degree).

Cereal-processing activity was evident within the majority of the pits excavated, with
significant concentrations of charred cereal remains present in AP 4 and AP 8, which, in the
latter case, appear to be associated with a corn-drying kiln or oven, possibly indicating the
presence of a granary in the immediate vicinity.

In view of the location of the settlement at a strategically important road junction within the
Roman military road network in the West Midlands, it is perhaps not surprising that Border
Archaeology’s programme of excavations revealed a sizeable quantity of imported material
from both regional and overseas sources. This is particularly well evidenced by the ceramic
assemblage, which included a moderate quantity of samian ware (primarily central and south
Gaulish) and a small quantity of Baetican amphorae (which would have been used to
transport olive oil) and Gallic amphorae (probably used to transport wine). Regional trade
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links are also evidenced by the presence of Dorset black burnished ware, white ware
mortaria from Mancetter and Wroxeter and various Oxfordshire wares (which figure
predominantly among the 3rd-4th century ceramic assemblage). Evidence for the importation
of foodstuffs is also indicated by the presence of small quantity of edible marine shellfish
among the finds assemblage, which presumably would have been transported in brine either
overland or by river. The finds assemblage from these excavations confirms the likely
presence of a market centre somewhere in the vicinity, suggested by previous finds, such as
the discovery of a remarkably complete iron steelyard during excavations for the Hereford
and Gloucester Canal in the 1840s (Buteux, 1995)

4.6 Contextual Discussion

The settlement activity revealed during the course of Border Archaeology’s programme of
excavations at Stretton Grandison may be broadly characterised as representing evidence of
a ‘roadside settlement’, as defined by R. Finch-Smith (Finch-Smith, 1987), with evidence of a
prestigious, high-status nucleation at the road junction, which may represent a vicus
settlement associated either with the Roman fort to the east or, more likely, the mansio
complex presumed to have been situated in the immediate vicinity, with evidence for further
settlement activity extending to the northwest of the road junction.

The precise relationship of the settlement features identified in the pits extending to the
northwest of the defended enclosure (APs 1-7) to the alignment of the Roman road to
Kenchester remains undetermined, although there is evidence to suggest that the features
identified in AP4 were probably extending both northeast and east towards the line of the
Roman road. However, there is, at present, insufficient evidence for the existence of a
continuous ribbon settlement extending along the road; the results of the excavations appear
to suggest a more dispersed settlement pattern with several settlement foci located along the
course of the road, both to the north and south of the Frome.

In economic terms, the function of the settlement appears to have been primarily agricultural,
with limited evidence of manufacturing activity represented by a pottery kiln and occasional
deposits of iron slag, which appear to be chiefly domestic, rather than industrial in nature.

Parallels may be drawn between the settlement at Stretton Grandison and the results of the
archaeological investigations undertaken between 1995-2002 at Dymock, located further to
the south on the line of the Roman road to Gloucester, which revealed evidence of a similar
roadside settlement, situated at the junction of the Gloucester road with another route
running east-west from near Tewkesbury and terminating at Dymock (Catchpole, 2007).

Of particular significance was the discovery of a rectilinear enclosure containing timber
structures, a bronze casting-pit and a series of inhumations, identified during excavations at
the Dymock Sewage Treatment Works, which was suggested as the site of a possible early
mansio (Catchpole, 2007). The settlement at Dymock appears to have primarily had an
agricultural function, with evidence for animal husbandry and cereal-processing activity
similar to Stretton Grandison; however, at Dymock a significant industrial component was
also identified, with evidence for iron-smelting activity extending over a large area
(Catchpole, 2007).

This contrasts markedly with the evidence for iron-smelting activity found during the
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excavations at Stretton, which appeared to be on a limited scale, largely commensurate with
domestic use rather than industrial production, although the possibility that the focus of
ironworking activity may have been located to the east of the defended enclosure, closer to
the fort, should also be considered in the light of quantities of iron slag which have been
found during fieldwalking activities in the vicinity of the fort.

The date range for occupation at Dymock appears to be chiefly focused on the period c.50-
150AD, with a significant hiatus in activity after the late 2nd–early 3rd century, which roughly
corresponds with the principal phase of occupation at Stretton, although the noticeable
absence of pre-Flavian finds and features at the latter site might suggest a slightly later date
for this settlement. However, the date range of occupation at Stretton appears to have been
considerably longer than at Dymock, with a later, more sporadic phase of activity roughly
dated to the 3rd-early 4th centuries, represented by the gradual abandonment of some areas
and the redefinition of enclosure boundaries in others (particularly APs 4-7), following which
there appears to have been a phase of low-level activity dated to the mid 4th-7th centuries AD,
primarily represented by the occupation features and burials in AP4.

In terms of date range, the settlement activity at Stretton appears to have more in common
with another probable roadside settlement at Blackwardine, located close to the line of a
Roman road running north-south, presumably towards the fort/vicus of Leintwardine
(Bravonium). The settlement at Blackwardine still awaits detailed study; it was heavily
disturbed by railway excavations in the early 1880s, amateur archaeological investigations in
the mid 1970s and landfill groundworks in the early 1980s. Consequently, the available
archaeological information relating to the settlement is limited in scope and difficult to
interpret (Brown, 1990; Buteux, 1995).

Nevertheless, it would appear, based on unstratified coin and pottery dating, that the broad
date range for settlement activity at Blackwardine extended from the late 1st century through
to the early 5th century, which is roughly comparable with the evidence from the excavations
at Stretton Grandison (Buteux, 1995). Although the full extent of the settlement at
Blackwardine has yet to be established, tentative parallels may be drawn with the settlement
morphology at Stretton, with indications of a possible focus of high-status occupation to the
east of the Roman road, evidenced by the discovery of substantial masonry buildings that
could potentially be interpreted as a mansio complex, although further detailed investigation
would be needed to confirm this hypothesis.

The fortified roadside settlement at Leintwardine, situated directly on the line of another
important military route to Wroxeter (Watling Street West), also bears striking similarities to
Stretton Grandison, both in terms of location and military associations (being situated in
close proximity to a late 1st century auxiliary fort at Jay Lane) and date range, with
archaeological evidence of settlement activity spanning the late 1st through to the late
4th/early 5th century (Stanford, 1968; Brown, 1996).

The morphology of the Leintwardine settlement also bears comparison with Stretton, with
evidence for a possible mansio complex identified at Roman Rise (although this has recently
been questioned), the presence of a defensive enclosure directly on the line of the road
(dated to c.160-70AD) and a growing body of evidence for settlement/industrial activity to the
north of the fortified enclosure, scattered along the route of the Roman road (Brown, 1996;
Arnold, 2008; Archer & Priestley, 2009).
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