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1 Non Technical Summary 
 
The evaluation carried out on the development plot adjacent to The Forge at Lingen, 
located immediately west of the earthworks of a medieval motte and bailey castle, 
revealed a series of features relating to late post-medieval / modern landscaping activity, 
consisting of stake-holes and postholes and holes dug for the planting of trees and 
shrubs.   
 
Within Trench 1, a moderate amount of building material (including brick, tile and 
concrete) was identified relating to the demolition and contemporary deposition of an 
outhouse or pigsty of 20th century date.   
 
Finds were restricted to a very small quantity of late 19th/20th century china and blue and 
white transfer ware recovered from the topsoil and the demolition material in Trench 1.   
 
No deposits, finds or features of archaeological significance were found during the 
course of the evaluation. 
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2 Introduction 
 
Border Archaeology was instructed by Philip Barnett, Esq. to undertake an 
archaeological programme of work in regard of groundworks relating to a proposed 
house and garage and associated drainage at The Forge Lingen Herefordshire (SO 
36504 67244) in pursuance of guidance issued by Julian Cotton Archaeological Advisor 
Herefordshire Council (Ref: DCNW2006/1643/F) 
 
The site comprises a garden plot of irregular oblong shape measuring approximately 
0.85ha situated immediately SE of The Forge (formerly known as the Old Blacksmith’s 
Shop). The plot adjoins the NW corner of the churchyard of St Michael’s and lies 
immediately to the W of the earthworks of Lingen Castle, a Norman motte and bailey 
castle designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM Heref. & Worcs. No. 111; 
SMR Record No. 1669). 
 
 

 
 

 
Fig. 1: Site Location Map 
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2.1 Soils & Geology 
 
The predominant soil type in Lingen consists of typical stagnogley soils of the 
STANWAY series (711a), comprising slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged often 
stoneless fine silty or fine silty over clayey soils on rock with some silty soils with slowly 
permeable subsoils and slight seasonal waterlogging.  The underlying geology consists 
of Palaeozoic siltstone, shale and mudstone (SSEW, 1983). 
 

3 Historical & Archaeological Background 
 
The study area consists of a garden plot of irregular oblong shape measuring 
approximately 0.85ha situated immediately SE of The Forge (formerly known as the Old 
Blacksmith’s Shop).   No archaeological evidence of prehistoric or Roman activity has 
been found in the immediate vicinity of the study area. 
 
The earliest evidence of settlement activity in the immediate locality of the site dates 
from the medieval period and is represented by Lingen Castle, adjoining the site to the E 
and comprising the substantial earthworks of a motte and bailey castle probably built in 
the late 11th/early 12th century (SMR Record No. 1669). The castle was built either by 
Thurstan of Wigmore, the Domesday tenant of Lingen, or by the de Lingen family, who 
held the manor of Lingen as sub-tenants of the honour of Wigmore throughout the 
medieval period.   
 
The OS 1st edition map of 1891 and subsequent OS maps of the area show the 
counterscarp (i.e. outer slope) of the W arm of the outer ditch of the castle running N-S 
and terminating at the NE corner of the garden plot. It is likely that the eastern boundary 
of the garden plot follows (or possibly incorporates) the original line of the counterscarp 
of the outer ditch in this location.   Based on cartographic evidence, this boundary 
appears to have been established at some time between 1840 and 1891.  
 
Immediately to the SE, the garden plot adjoins the NW corner of the churchyard of St 
Michael’s Church, which, like the castle, is probably Norman in origin, although the 
present building is largely a late 19th century reconstruction, with the exception of the 
16th century W tower.  The RCHME plan of the castle site in 1934 shows a deep ditch 
running from the SE corner of the bailey along the E side of the churchyard (RCHME, 
1934, 137); this may represent part of an outer bailey to the S of the castle and 
encompassing the site of the parish church, which subsequently became the present 
churchyard (as appears to have occurred at Richard’s Castle). 
 
Little cartographic or documentary evidence exists specifically relating to the study area 
before the 19th century.  During the medieval period, it formed part of the manor of 
Lingen, the centre of which was originally located at the castle but subsequently was 
removed to Court House Farm some 160m SE of The Forge, after the abandonment of 
the castle before c.1400.  Extensive earthworks presumed to represent the remains of a 
medieval planned village have been identified to the N and S of the castle site and, 
although conclusive evidence is lacking, it is possible that the medieval settlement also 
extended immediately to the W of the castle. 
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Fig. 2: Extract from the OS 1st edition 6-inch map of 1891 (Herefordshire 6 SW) 
(Reproduced courtesy of the Herefordshire Record Office) 

 
The Forge and adjacent cottages originally formed part of a substantial late medieval 
farmhouse, begun in the early-mid 15th century and successively enlarged and altered in 
the 16th and 17th centuries. Documentary and cartographic evidence, specifically the 
1841 tithe map of Lingen and the accompanying apportionment, shows that the site 
originally formed part of a large rectangular meadow enclosure belonging to the 
farmhouse, which still appears to have been a single property at this date.  The house 
and land then formed part of the Court House Farm estate owned by Lord Bateman, lord 
of the manor of Lingen.    
 
By the early 1860s, it appears that the farmhouse had been divided into separate 
properties, the easternmost of which was The Forge, occupied at the time of the 1861 
census by a blacksmith named Robert Strangward and his family.  The division of the 
farmhouse into separate properties with gardens to the rear is clearly indicated on the 
OS 1st edition 6-inch map of 1891 (Herefordshire 6 SW), which is also the earliest map 
to show the existing garden plot adjoining The Forge to the SE (Fig. 2). 

 

4 Methodology 
 
The evaluation comprised four trenches, Trench 1 aligned WNW-ESE and measuring 
approximately 5m x 1.5m was excavated in the location of the proposed reed bed at the 
SE end of the garden plot, while the other three trenches, each measuring 10m x 1.5m 
were located NNE-SSW along the E (Trench 2) and SE-NW along the N (Trench 3) 
edges of the proposed house and NNE-SSW along the E edge of the proposed garage 
(Trench 4). 
 
Full written, drawn and photographic records were made in accordance with 
archaeological practices set out in Standard and Guidance for archaeological field 
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evaluation (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1994; revised 2001). Border Archaeology 
adheres to the IFA’s Code of conduct and Code of approved practice for the regulation 
of contractual arrangements in field archaeology. 
 
Non-significant (post 1850) deposits, features and structures were recorded in plan and 
section at a scale of 1:50 or in elevation at a scale of 1:20, depending on size. 
Significant deposits, features and structures were recorded in plan at a scale of 1:20 and 
in section or elevation at a scale of 1:10.  
 
Features within the trenches were photographed using 10.3MPX digital and 35mm 
formats.   
 
A detailed stratigraphic record was made using a context numbering system.  All spoil 
and removed material were visually inspected for artefacts, which were recorded and, 
where appropriate, retained.   
 
A temporary benchmark of 150.6m AOD was established on the site. 
 

 
 

Fig. 3 Trench location plan  
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5 Results 
 
5.1 Trench 1 
 
Trench 1 (Plate 1) produced 10 contexts, the uppermost of which (101) comprised a 
friable dark greyish-brown silty clay topsoil with occasional small rounded stones and 
very occasional sherds of 19th/20th century china and blue and white transfer ware, 
extending to a maximum depth of 0.41m.  Underlying (101) was subsoil layer (102), 
consisting of a firm light orangey-brown silty clay which extended to the base of the 
trench. 
 

 
 

Plate 1: Trench 1 looking E 
 
Identified at the base of the trench, cutting into subsoil layer (102), was [103], a circular 
cut (visible dimensions 0.28m × 0.38m) for a disused ceramic drainpipe (105) laid 
vertically and measuring 0.12m in diameter (Plate 2).  The drainpipe was filled by (104), 
a moderately compacted mid to dark brown silty clay with occasional small stones. 
 
Cutting into both (101) and (102) was [106], a large linear cut visible in the N- and S-
facing sections of the trench, oriented E-W with a steeply sloping break of slope at the 
top, steep sides and a sharp break of slope at the base (Plate 3).  [106] was filled by 
(107), a loose dark brown silty clay containing frequent brick rubble, concrete, slate, tile 
and occasional fragments of white transfer ware.   
 
(107) represented backfill material derived from the demolition of a modern pigsty or 
outhouse which had previously stood in this location and had subsequently been 
deposited in linear cut [106] as part of a process of levelling out a bank or slope in the 
SE corner of the garden plot. 
 
Immediately overlying (107) was (108), a moderately compacted light orangey-brown 
silty clay and (109), a friable dark brown silty clay which extended to the E end of the 
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trench; these were interpreted as redeposited layers of subsoil and topsoil which had 
been deposited as part of the recent landscaping activity in this part of the site.   
 

 
 

Plate 2: View looking N showing cut for ceramic land drain [103] in S-facing section of Trench 1 

 
 Extending for approximately 1.15m from the E end of the trench, underlying redeposited 
subsoil layer (108) and cut by [106], was (110), a layer of moderately compacted dark 
brown gritty silty clay with frequent small stones measuring 0.34m in thickness, which 
was interpreted as redeposited material used in an earlier phase of consolidation and 
levelling, predating the landscaping activity represented by [106], (108) and (109). 
 

 
 

Plate 3: View looking N showing cut feature [106] in S facing section of Trench 1 
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5.2 Trench 2 
 
Trench 2 (Plate 4) produced five contexts, the uppermost of which was topsoil layer 
(201), consisting of a loose dark brown silty clay with moderate small rounded stones 
extending across the trench to a maximum depth of 0.42m, which in turn overlay subsoil 
deposit (202), a moderately compacted mid orangey-brown silty clay (similar to (102) in 
Trench 1) measuring 0.36m in thickness and containing occasional charcoal flecking and 
small angular stone fragments.  Underlying (202) and extending to the base of the trench 
was (203), a well compacted light orangey-brown silty clay with moderate stone 
fragments interpreted as natural subsoil.   
 
Towards the S end of the trench, cutting into (203) and overlaid by (202), was an 
irregular sub-circular cut feature [204] measuring 0.4m (N-S) × 0.4m (E-W) with a sharp 
break of slope at the top, gradually sloping sides and a slightly concave base.  [204] was 
filled by (205), consisting of a moderately compacted greyish-brown silty clay with 
occasional small angular stone fragments and charcoal flecking.  No artefactual 
evidence was recovered which could provide information on the date or function of [204], 
which was provisionally interpreted as a debris pit associated with post-medieval 
agricultural activity on the site. 
 
A sondage was machine excavated at both ends of the trench to a depth of 
approximately 0.8m below present ground level. This was carried out in order to confirm 
that natural deposits had indeed been reached.  
 

 
 

Plate 4: View looking N showing Trench 2 and sub-circular pit feature [204} 
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5.3 Trench 3 
 
Trench 3 (Plate 5) produced three contexts, the topmost of which was (301), a loose 
dark greyish-brown silty clay with occasional post-medieval CBM fragments and small 
rounded and subangular stones and very occasional charcoal flecking, extending across 
the trench to a maximum depth of 0.34m.   
 
Underlying (301) was subsoil deposit (302), a moderate to well compacted dark reddish-
brown silty clay with occasional small subangular stones and very infrequent charcoal 
flecking, again extending across the trench to a maximum thickness of 0.33m.  
Underlying (302) and continuing to the base of the trench was (303), a well compacted 
light orangey-brown silty clay similar in composition to (203), containing very occasional 
small subangular stone fragments and interpreted as natural deposition. 
 
A small group of three features identified as stake-holes for modern horticultural use, 
[304], [306], & [308], were located in the central part of the trench cutting into natural 
subsoil (303) (Plate 6).  They consisted of two rectangular cuts, [304], [306], and one 
sub-circular cut, [308], measuring approximately 0.1m × 0.07m x 0.09m.  The fills of 
these three features consisted of a moderately compacted blackish-brown humic deposit 
with moderate wood fragments.   
 
A sondage was machine excavated at both ends of the trench to a depth of 
approximately 0.8m below present ground level. This was carried out in order to confirm 
that natural deposits had indeed been reached.  
 

 
 

Plate 5: View looking W showing Trench 3 
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Plate 6: Stake-holes [304], [306], & [308] 

 
5.4 Trench 4 
 
Trench 4 (Plate 7) produced a total of 21 contexts, the uppermost of which was topsoil 
layer (401), a loose greyish-brown silty clay with occasional late 19th/20th century pottery 
sherds (china and white transfer ware) and CBM fragments and occasional small 
rounded stones and very occasional charcoal flecking, extending trench-wide to a 
maximum depth of 0.3m.  (401) in turn overlaid (402), a firm light orangey-brown silty 
clay, similar in composition to (203) and (303), containing occasional small subangular 
stones and extending to the base of the trench, which was interpreted as natural subsoil.   
 
At the base of the evaluation trench, a series of features were visible in plan, cut from 
above into subsoil layer (402). These features comprised a series of post- or stake-holes 
and holes dug for the planting of trees or shrubs. It was difficult to establish from what 
depth these features had originally been excavated, which would have provided an 
approximate indication of their date.  However, it seems reasonable to assume that 
these features relate to landscaping activity of late post-medieval or modern date. 
 
Towards the S end of the trench, the rectangular cut for a pit [403] was identified, its 
visible dimensions measuring 0.53 × 0.43m × 0.06m (Plate 8).  [403] was filled by (404), 
a moderately compacted light greyish-brown silty clay with occasional small rounded 
stones.  Within the area framed by [403] and cutting into (404) was a circular feature 
[405], measuring 0.26m in diameter, which appeared to be a tree-planting hole and was 
filled by (406), a loose blackish-brown humic silty clay.  Located approximately 0.16m W 
of [405], and also framed within [403], were two rectangular cuts for post- or stake-holes, 
[407] and [409], measuring 0.06m × 0.1m and 0.05m × 0.08m respectively.  (408) and 
(410), the respective fills of [407] and [409], consisted of a moderately compacted dark 
brown silty clay. 
 
A sondage was machine excavated at the southern of the trench to a depth of 
approximately 1.1m below present ground level. This was carried out in order to confirm 
that natural deposits had indeed been reached.  
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Plate 7: View looking NE showing Trench 4 
 

 

 
 

Plate 8: View looking E showing cut for tree planting hole [405] framed within rectangular cut [403] 
 

Further to the N, located roughly in the centre of the trench, two further features were 
identified, again interpreted as relating to landscaping activity, although their relationship 
with the features at the S end of the trench was unclear.  Located 0.05m in from the W 
edge of the trench was a quadrangular cut [411] measuring 0.24m (E-W) × 0.23m (N-S) 
× 0.5m (Plate 9).  [411] contained two fills, namely, (412), a loose dark blackish-brown 
humic silty deposit, which presumably represented the remains of a shrub planted within 
[411], and (413), a moderately compacted dark reddish-brown silty clay with occasional 
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small rounded pebbles and charcoal flecking.  Located approximately 1.35m NE of [411] 
and 0.3m in from the E edge of the trench was the rectangular cut for a stake-hole, 
measuring 0.14m (N-S) × 0.08m (E-W) and filled by (415), a loose to moderately 
compacted dark greyish-brown humic silt with occasional charcoal flecking. 
  
Located towards the N end of the trench, a cluster of features was identified, again 
interpreted as relating to landscaping activity (Plate 10).  The largest of these features 
was [416], a roughly quadrangular cut measuring 0.58m (NE-SW) × 0.55m (SE-NW) × 
>0.12m, with a sharp break of slope at the top, steeply sloping sides and a flat base.  
[416], which appeared to have been dug as a planting hole, was filled by (417), a loose 
dark greyish-brown humic silt with lenses of silty clay and evidence of heavy root 
disturbance and very occasional charcoal flecking. 
 
Situated to the NW of [416] was another roughly quadrangular cut [418], somewhat 
smaller in size, measuring 0.3m (N-S) × 0.32m (E-W) × 0.15m, with a sharp break of 
slope at the top and a slightly concave base.  Cut feature [418], which also appeared to 
have been dug as a planting hole, was filled by (419), a loose to moderately compacted 
dark greyish-brown humic silty clay with frequent root disturbance and very occasional 
charcoal flecking.  Situated roughly between [416] and [418] was the sub-circular cut for 
a stake- or posthole [420], measuring 0.2m (N-S) × 0.2m (E-W) × 0.18m, with a sharp 
break of slope at the top, steep sides and a sharp break of slope at the base. (421), the 
fill of [420], comprised a loose dark blackish-brown humic silt with frequent root 
disturbance, containing the remains of a wooden post at the base of the cut, together 
with a single heavily corroded Fe nail.  
 

 
 

Plate 9: Plan view showing half section of planting hole feature [411] in Trench 4 
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Plate 10: View looking N showing planting holes [416] and [418] and posthole [420] at N end of Trench 4 
 

6 Conclusion 
 
The evaluation revealed evidence of extensive landscaping activity across the site, 
represented by a series of postholes and stake-holes and holes dug for the planting of 
trees and shrubs, which appear to relate to landscaping activity dating from the late post-
medieval or modern periods.  
 
Within Trench 1, a quantity of building rubble (including brick, tile and concrete) was 
encountered, relating to the demolition of an outhouse or pigsty of 20th century date.  
Finds were limited to a very small quantity of late 19th/20th century china and blue and 
white transfer ware recovered from the topsoil and the demolition material in Trench 1.   
 
The deposits, features and finds identified during this evaluation appeared to be 
uniformly of late post-medieval or modern date and of low archaeological significance.   
 

7 Copyright 
 
Border Archaeology shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, tender 
documents or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs & Patents Act 
1988 with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to 
the client for the use of the report by the client in all matters directly relating to the 
project as described in the Project Specification. 
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10 Appendices (including Context Register) 
 

10.1 Trench 1 
 
CONTEXT  DESCRIPTION 

(101) Friable dark greyish-brown silty clay, occasional small rounded stones. 
Maximum depth 0.41m.  Overlies (102).  Underlies (109). Cut by [106] 

INTERPRETATION Topsoil layer 

(102) Firm light orangey-brown silty clay extending to base of trench.  Underlies 
(101).  Cut by [103], [106] 

INTERPRETATION Subsoil deposit 

[103] Circular cut, measures 0.28m × 0.38m (as viewed in section), sharp break 
of slope at top, vertical sides, base flat.  Cuts (102) & filled by (104) & (105) 

INTERPRETATION Cut for modern drain identified in S-facing section of trench 

(104) Moderately compacted mid to dark brown silty clay, occasional small 
stones. Fills [103] 

INTERPRETATION Infill of modern drain 

(105) Modern ceramic drain laid vertically, 0.12m internal diameter of drainpipe. 
INTERPRETATION Modern drain leading from outhouse visible in S-facing section of trench 

[106] Linear cut, oriented E-W, steeply sloping break of slope at top, steep sides, 
sharp break of slope at base, base flat.  Cuts (101) (102) (110).  Filled by 
(107). 

INTERPRETATION Cut for feature containing modern rubble backfill 

(107) Loose dark brown silty clay, frequent brick rubble, concrete, slate & tile.  
Overlies (102).  Underlies (108).  Fills [106]. 

INTERPRETATION Modern rubble backfill from demolition of outhouse/pigsty. 

(108) Moderately compacted light orangey-brown silty clay. Overlies (101) (107) 
(110).  Underlies (109). 

INTERPRETATION Redeposited layer of subsoil deposited during landscaping of this part of 
the site 

(109) Friable dark brown silty clay, occasional small stones.  Overlies (109) 
INTERPRETATION Topsoil layer probably deposited during landscaping or levelling of this part 

of the site. 

(110) Moderately compacted dark brown gritty silty clay, frequent small stones.  
Overlies (102). Underlies (108). Cut by [106] 

INTERPRETATION Backfill material in trench deposited to consolidate this part of the site. 

 

10.2 Trench 2 
 
CONTEXT  DESCRIPTION 

(201) Loose dark brown silty clay, moderate small rounded stones extending to 
maximum depth of 0.42m.  Overlies (202). 

INTERPRETATION Topsoil layer 

(202) Moderately compacted mid orangey-brown silty clay, occasional charcoal 
flecking & small angular stone fragments, 0.36m thickness. Overlies (203).  
Underlies (201) 

INTERPRETATION Subsoil deposit 

(203) Firm light orangey-brown silty clay, moderate stone fragments. Underlies 
(202). Cut by [204] 

INTERPRETATION Natural subsoil deposit 

[204] Sub-circular cut, measures 0.4m (N-S) × 0.4m (E-W), sharp break of slope 
at top, gradually sloping sides, break of slope at base gradual, slightly 
concave base.  Cuts (203).  Filled by (205). 

INTERPRETATION Cut of small debris pit of indeterminate date 
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(205) Moderately compacted greyish-brown silty clay, occasional small angular 
stone fragments & occasional (10%) charcoal flecking.  Fills [204]. 

INTERPRETATION Fill of sub-circular pit [204] 

 

10.3 Trench 3 
 
Context Number Description 

(301) Loosely dark greyish-brown silty clay, occasional post-medieval CBM 
fragments & small rounded & subangular stones, very occasional (2%) 
charcoal flecking, extends throughout trench to maximum depth of 0.34m.  
Overlies (302). 

INTERPRETATION Topsoil 

(302) Moderate to firm dark reddish-brown silty clay, occasional small subangular 
stones, very occasional charcoal flecking, extends throughout trench to 
maximum thickness of 0.33m.  Overlies (303).  Underlies (301).  

INTERPRETATION Subsoil deposit 

(303) Firm light orangey-brown silty clay, very occasional small subangular stone 
fragments, maximum extent & thickness not determined.  Underlies (302). 
Cut by [304] 

INTERPRETATION Natural deposition 

[304] Rectangular cut, measures 0.1m × 0.07m x 0.09m.  Cuts (303).  Filled by 
(305). 

INTERPRETATION Stake-hole feature  

(305) Moderately compacted blackish-brown humic deposit, moderate wood 
fragments.  Fills [304]. 

INTERPRETATION Fill of stake-hole feature 

[306] Rectangular cut, measures 0.12m × 0.08m x 0.1m.  Cuts (303).  Filled by 
(307). 

INTERPRETATION: Stake-hole feature 

(307) Moderately compacted blackish-brown humic deposit, moderate wood 
fragments.  Fills [306]. 

INTERPRETATION: Fill of stake-hole feature 

[308] Sub-circular cut, measures 0.1m × 0.07m x 0.09m.  Cuts (303).  Filled by 
(309). 

INTERPRETATION: Stake-hole feature 

(309) Moderately compacted blackish-brown humic deposit, moderate wood 
fragments.  Fills [308]. 

INTERPRETATION: Fill of stake-hole feature 

 
10.4 Trench 4 
 
Context Number Description 

(401) Loose greyish-brown silty clay, occasional post-medieval ceramic sherds & 
CBM fragments, occasional small rounded stones, very occasional (2%) 
charcoal flecking, extends throughout trench to maximum depth of 0.3m.  
Overlies (402). 

INTERPRETATION Topsoil 

(402) Firm light orangey brown silty clay, occasional small subangular stones 
extending to base of trench, maximum thickness & extent undefined.  Cut 
by [403], [405], [407], [409], [411], [414], [416], [418], [420] 

INTERPRETATION Natural subsoil 

[403] Rectangular cut, measures 0.53m × 0.43m × 0.06m, vertical sides, sharp 
break of slope at base, base flat.  Cuts (402).  Filled by (404). 

INTERPRETATION Cut of pit at S end of trench. 

(404) Moderately compacted light greyish-brown silty clay, moderate small 
rounded stones.  Fills [403]. 
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INTERPRETATION Fill of rectangular pit at S end of trench 

[405] Circular cut, measures 0.26m (diameter) × 0.06m (visible depth). Cuts 
(402).  Filled by (406) 

INTERPRETATION Cut for tree-planting hole at S end of trench. 

(406) Loose blackish-brown humic silty clay.  Fills [405]. 
INTERPRETATION Fill of tree-planting hole [405] at S end of trench 

[407] Rectangular cut, measures 0.06m × 0.10m, break of slope at top & base 
not determined, vertical sides.  Cut not excavated.  Filled by (408). 

INTERPRETATION Post or stake-hole at S end of trench. 

(408) Moderately compacted dark brown silty clay, visible dimensions 0.06 × 
0.1m (depth not determined).  Fills [407]. 

INTERPRETATION Fill of post or stake-hole [407] 

[409] Cut, rectangular in plan, visible dimensions 0.05m × 0.08m (depth not 
determined), break of slope at top & base not determined, vertical sides.  
Cut not excavated. 

INTERPRETATION Cut of stake-hole feature 

(410) Moderately compacted dark brown silty clay.  Fills [409]. 
INTERPRETATION Fill of stake-hole feature at S end of trench. 

[411] Cut, quadrangular in plan, measures 0.24m (E-W) × 0.23m (N-S) × 0.5m, 
sharp break of slope at top & vertical sides, sharp break of slope at base.  
Base flat.  Cuts (402).  Filled by (412) & (413). 

INTERPRETATION Post-medieval planting hole. 

(412) Loose dark blackish-brown humic silty deposit, measures 0.15m × 0.08m × 
0.5m. 

INTERPRETATION Fill comprising decomposed remains of shrubs within [411] 

(413) Moderately compacted dark reddish-brown silty clay, occasional small 
rounded pebbles & (5%) charcoal flecking, measures 0.24m (E-W) × 0.23m 
(N-S) × 0.5m.  Fills [411]. 

INTERPRETATION Fill of planting hole [411]. 

[414] Cut, rectangular in plan, measures 0.14m (N-S) × 0.08m (E-W), sharp 
break of slope at top, steeply sloping sides, moderate to sharp break of 
slope at base, base concave.  Oriented N-S.  Cuts (402).  Filled by (415) 

INTERPRETATION Cut of stake-hole 

(415) Loose to moderately compacted dark greyish-brown humic silt, occasional 
(5%) charcoal flecking, measures 0.14m (N-S) × 0.08m × indeterminate 
depth.  Fills [414]. 

INTERPRETATION Fill of stake-hole containing decomposed remains of wooden stake. 

[416] Cut, quadrangular in plan, measures 0.58m (NE-SW) × 0.55m (SE-NW) × 
>0.12m, sharp break of slope at top, steeply sloping sides, sharp break of 
slope at base, base flat.  Cuts (402).  Filled by (417). 

INTERPRETATION Cut for tree or shrub-planting hole. 

(417) Loose dark greyish-brown humic silt, lenses of silty clay, heavy root 
disturbance, very occasional charcoal flecking, visible extent 0.58m × 
0.55m × >0.12m.  Fills [416]. 

INTERPRETATION Fill of planting hole [416]. 

[418] Cut, quadrangular in plan, measures 0.3m (N-S) × 0.32m (E-W) × 0.15m, 
sharp break of slope at top, flat slightly concave base.  Cuts (402).  Filled 
by (419). 

INTERPRETATION Cut of planting hole 

(419) Loose to moderately compacted dark greyish-brown humic silty clay, 
frequent root disturbance, very occasional (2%) charcoal flecking, visible 
extent 0.3m × 0.32m × 0.15m. 

INTERPRETATION Fill of planting hole [418] 

[420] Cut, sub-circular in plan, measures 0.2m (N-S) × 0.2m (E-W) × 0.18m, 
sharp break of slope at top, steep sides, sharp break of slope at base, base 
flat.  Cuts [402].  Filled by (421) 

INTERPRETATION Cut for post or stake-hole 
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(421) Loose dark blackish-brown humic silt, remains of wooden post at base & 
frequent root disturbance, very occasional (2%) charcoal flecking, single Fe 
nail, visible extent 0.2m × 0.2m × 0.18m.  Deposit extremely wet at base of 
cut.  Fills [420] 

INTERPRETATION Fill of cut for post/stake-hole [420] 

 

10.5 Summary table 
 

Report Name & Title 
Archaeological Evaluation, Land adjoining The Forge Lingen 
Herefordshire  

Contractor’s Name and Address 
Border Archaeology Chapel Walk Burgess Street Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 8DE 

Site Name Land adjoining The Forge Lingen Herefordshire  

Grid Reference NGR SO 36504 67244 

Planning Application Number DCNW2006/1643/F 

SMR Number/s of Site   44554 

Date of Fieldwork  February 2007 

Date of Report  March 2007 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF FINDS 

Type Period:     Quantity 

Pottery  Post-medieval; modern  Not retained 

CBM  Post-medieval; modern  Not retained 

Clay pipe  None  N/A 

Animal bone  None  N/A 

Metal finds  None  N/A 

Other  None  N/A 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF SAMPLES COLLECTED: None 

Summary: The evaluation revealed evidence of extensive landscaping activity across the site, represented by a 
series of postholes and stake-holes and holes dug for the planting of trees and shrubs, all of which appear to be 
of late post-medieval or modern origin.  Within Trench 1, a quantity of building rubble (including brick, tile and 
concrete) was encountered, relating to the demolition of an outhouse or pigsty of 20

th
 century date.  Finds were 

limited to a very small quantity of late 19
th

/20
th

 century china and blue and white transfer ware recovered from the 
topsoil and the demolition material in Trench 1.  The deposits, features and finds identified during this evaluation 
appeared to be uniformly of late post-medieval or modern date and of low archaeological significance.   
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