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1. Non Technical Summary 
 
The evaluation carried out at Swan Cottage within the site of Mortimer’s Castle, the 
earthwork remains of a medieval motte and bailey castle designated as a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument, consisted of two trenches, Trench 1 being situated immediately SE 
of Swan Cottage while Trench 2 was located 40m to the NW of Swan Cottage on the 
inner edge of the northern outer enclosure bank.  A series of deposits and features were 
identified within the two trenches that appeared to be largely of post-medieval date and 
were probably associated with landscaping of the site during the 18th-19th centuries, 
presumably postdating the construction of Swan Farm in the late 18th/early 19th century. 
 
Trench 1 produced no definite evidence of activity predating the post-medieval period. 
The topsoil contained a significant amount of post-medieval ceramic building material 
(CBM), pottery sherds and clay pipe fragments.  A quantity of post-medieval ceramics 
was recovered from the fill of a sub-circular pit identified in the NE corner of the trench.   
 
Two slots excavated across Trench 1 revealed what was interpreted as a series of 
levelling or banking deposits, possibly utilising material from the nearby moat.  It could 
not be determined whether the deposition of these layers occurred during the medieval 
period or whether they related to post-medieval landscaping following the abandonment 
and demolition of the castle. 
 
Trench 2 produced evidence of deposits and features of probable post-medieval date.  
Immediately below the topsoil in the SE end of the trench were the remains of a stone 
surface of irregularly laid, unworked sandstone, which was interpreted as the remains of 
a footpath probably associated with post-medieval landscaping of the site in the 18th-19th 
century. 
 
A rectilinear feature was identified cutting into subsoil deposits at the SE end of the 
trench and appeared to be a waste pit of probable post-medieval date.  A possible post-
hole feature was also identified in the central part of the trench, the fill of which 
contained a small number of 19th century white glazed pottery sherds. 
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2. Introduction 
 
Border Archaeology was instructed by Mr & Mrs Johnson Swan Cottage Much Marcle 
Ledbury Herefordshire to undertake a programme of archaeological evaluation in regard 
of a proposed extension and the installation of sewage disposal facilities.  
 
 

 
 

Fig. 1: Plan showing location of site 

 
The development (Fig. 1) lies within and on the E side of the bailey of Mortimer’s Castle 
(NGR SO 6577 3281), the remains of which have been designated as a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument (SAM Ref: Herefordshire 65).  The earthworks of the castle are 
presumed to contain the buried remains of buildings, structures, features, artefacts and 
environmental remains dating from the period of occupation and therefore 
archaeological remains have been deemed likely to survive at depths which would be 
affected by the proposed development works.  However, information is currently lacking 
as to the location, extent and character of buried remains in the area of the bailey 
affected by the proposed works.   
 
Consequently, a brief was issued by Mr A. J. Fleming of English Heritage for an 
archaeological evaluation to be undertaken under Scheduled Monument Consent (Class 
Consent 7) in order to assess the impact of the proposed works on the surviving 
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archaeological remains, the original terms of which were modified after discussion with 
Mrs Johnson and Border Archaeology. 
 
Copies of this report will be sent to Mr & Mrs Johnson, Mr A. J. Fleming, Herefordshire 
Archaeology and the county Sites & Monuments Record. 

2.1 Soils & Geology 
 
In the immediate vicinity of the site, the predominant soil type consists of the typical 
argillic brown earths of the BROMYARD (571b) series, comprising well drained reddish 
fine silty soils over shale and siltstone and some similar soils with slowly permeable 
subsoils and slight seasonal waterlogging, together with some well drained coarse loamy 
soils over sandstone. The underlying geology consists of Devonian reddish silty shale, 
siltstone and sandstone. 
 
To the N of the site, the predominant soil type consists of the stagnogleyic argillic brown 
earths of the MIDDLETON (572b) series, comprising reddish fine silty soils with slowly 
permeable subsoils and slight seasonal waterlogging over shale and siltstone with some 
similar fine loamy soils and slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged fine silty soils in 
places.  The underlying geology consists of Devonian reddish silty shale, siltstone and 
sandstone. 

 

3. Historical & Archaeological Background 
 
Mortimer's Castle (SMR Ref. 478; NGR SO 6577 3281) consists of the substantial 
earthwork remains of a motte and bailey castle located 50m to the N of the parish church 
of St Bartholomew.  The proximity of the castle to the church marks it as being an 
occupation site of early date.  
 
The motte is round, about 36m in diameter, with a maximum height of 6.5m above the 
base of the surrounding ditch. The buried foundations of a possible masonry shell keep 
have been observed on the summit of the motte.  The inner bailey lies to the E and has 
been considerably altered to form gardens outside a ditch of semicircular form. Beyond 
this ditch to the N & E is an outer enclosure bounded by a rampart or scarp with a ditch 
in addition on the N. To the NE of this enclosure is a further rectangular enclosure 
perhaps of later date and bounded by a scarp (RCHME, 1932, 130).  
 
There is a marked lack of documentary references to Mortimer’s Castle in medieval and 
post-medieval records.  The castle may have been built by William I, who held the manor 
of Much Marcle at the time of the Domesday Survey of 1086, or by his sub-tenant 
William son of Baderon (Thorn & Thorn, 1983).  No reference to a castle is made in 
Domesday, which, however, does mention the existence of a church, which presumably 
occupies the site of the present parish church of St Bartholomew, which is largely of 13th-
15th century date (Pevsner, 1963, 260).   
 
An alternative and more likely explanation is that the castle was built by the de Balun 
family, who obtained possession of Much Marcle by the middle of the 12th century 
(Round, 1901, 200-2).  The castle is first mentioned in a charter of 1153 and became the 
caput (administrative centre) of a minor lordship with lands in Herefordshire, 
Gloucestershire and Wiltshire (referred to in documentary records as the ‘honour of 
Much Marcle’) during the 12th-13th centuries (Round, 1901, 200-2, 206-8). 
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The castle and manor of Much Marcle appear to have remained in the ownership of the 
de Balun family until the 1290s, when Reginald de Balun appears to have sold the 
manor to Edmund Mortimer lord of Wigmore (Round, 1901, 208).  At this point, the 
manor was subdivided, one third being granted to Edmund’s daughter Isolda de 
Mortimer (widow of Walter de Balun) while the other two-thirds remained in Mortimer’s 
hands (Round, 1901, 208).   
 
It is not known whether the Mortimers made significant alterations to the castle; although 
the fact that at least one prominent member of the Mortimer family, Blanche Mortimer 
Lady Grandison (d.1347), was buried in the adjacent parish church suggests that it 
remained in use as a residence during the 14th century.  The Mortimer family remained in 
possession of the castle (and two-thirds of the manor of Much Marcle) until the mid 15th 
century, subsequently coming into the hands of the Crown on the accession of Edward 
IV (formerly Edward Earl of March) in 1461 (Robinson, 1867, 133-34).   
 
The castle appears to have fallen into a ruined state by the middle of the 15th century 
and according to the Herefordshire antiquarian Silas Taylor, writing in about 1650, the 
stonework of the castle was used to build the central tower of the parish church, which 
on architectural grounds appears to be of mid-late 15th century date (Robinson, 1867, 
134; RCHME, 1932, 127-30; Pevsner, 1963, 260).   

 
 

 
 

Fig. 2: Extract from OS 1st edition map of 1891 (Herefordshire 41 NW) showing the site of Mortimer’s Castle 
(Reproduced courtesy of Herefordshire Record Office) 

 
According to Taylor’s description, it appears that no masonry structures were visible 
above ground by 1650, although the site of the castle and its surrounding moat were 
clearly traceable (BL Harley MS 6726).  The manor and the site of the castle were 
purchased in 1570 by Thomas Kyrle of Walford (d.1577) and thereafter remained in the 
ownership of the Kyrle family (who resided at Homme House) until the end of the 19th 
century (Robinson, 1867, 134).   By 1839, when the Much Marcle parish tithe map was 
drawn up, it appears that a farmhouse had been built in the inner bailey.  The property, 
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described as a ‘house, small orchard and garden’ in the tithe apportionment was owned 
by Sir James Money-Kyrle of Homme House.  This farmhouse, marked on the OS 1st 
edition 6-inch map of 1891 as ‘Swan Farm’, is present-day Swan Cottage (Fig. 2). 
 

4. Methodology 
 
Full written, drawn and photographic records were made in accordance with 
archaeological practices set out in Standard and Guidance for archaeological field 
evaluation (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1994; rev. 2001). Border Archaeology 
adheres to the IFA’s Code of conduct and Code of approved practice for the regulation 
of contractual arrangements in field archaeology. 
 
Archaeological deposits, features and structures were recorded in plan at a scale of 1:20 
and in section or elevation at a scale of 1:10 depending on size. Features within the 
trenches were photographed in 4MPX digital 35mm formats.  A detailed stratigraphic 
record was made using a context numbering system. 
 
Two evaluation trenches were excavated in specified locations marked on a plan 
attached to the brief, Trench 1 measuring 1.5m × 4m and Trench 2 measuring 1.2m × 
4m. Both trenches were excavated by hand to the top of deposits or structures 
potentially significant to the archaeology of the castle and their positions were surveyed 
in relation to existing buildings and the castle earthworks.   
 
All spoil and removed material were visually scanned for artefacts, which were recorded 
and, where appropriate, retained.  
 
A temporary benchmark was established on the site with a value of 65.90m AOD. 

 

5. Evaluation results 

5.1 Trench 1 
 
Trench 1, located immediately SE of Swan Cottage, was oriented roughly N-S and 
measured 1.5m × 4m (Figs. 3 & 4; Plate 1).  The trench revealed 12 contexts, the 
uppermost of which (101) was a moderately compacted dark greyish-brown clayey silt, 
with occasional charcoal flecking, extending trench wide to a maximum depth of 0.3m 
and containing frequent fragments of ceramic building material (CBM) and pottery 
sherds of post-medieval date (mostly 18th-19th century china and transfer ware), several 
clay pipe fragments of probable 18th-19th century date (including 10 stems and a partially 
intact bowl and stem fragment), together with occasional pieces of oyster shell and 
domestic animal bone.   
 
Underlying (101) was a moderately compacted light greyish-brown sandy clay with 
frequent small to medium subangular stones (104) which appeared to extend trench 
wide to a depth of 0.05m.  Underlying (104) was a well-compacted reddish-brown sandy 
clay with frequent charcoal flecking, three fragments of lime mortar and orange clay 
mottling (105), which appeared to extend trench wide to a visible depth of 0.1m. This 
deposit also contained a range of post-medieval and modern sherds. 
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Fig. 3: Plan of Trench 1 showing location of features 

 
 

 
 

Plate 1: Trench 1, upper deposits removed, looking S 
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Cutting through both (104) and (105) was a linear feature [102] located in the central part 
of the trench, oriented E-W and measuring 1.5m E-W × 0.8m N-S (Plate 2).  The cut 
extended to a visible depth of 0.15m; however, the maximum depth was not determined.  
A 20th century water pipe was observed to run through [102] on the same alignment but 
it was evident that [102] must have predated the laying of the modern water pipe, 
particularly in view of the artefacts recovered from the fill of this feature (103). 
 

 
 

Fig. 4 E-facing section of Trench 1 
 
The fill of linear [102] consisted of a loose to moderately compacted blackish-brown 
gritty silty clay with frequent charcoal flecking and containing frequent pottery sherds, 
clay pipe fragments (including several stems and bowls), glass sherds and several 
pieces of Fe slag. The pottery and clay pipe fragments recovered from (103) were 
uniformly of 18th-19th century date.  
 
 

 
 

Plate 2: View looking W showing linear feature [102] in Trench 1 
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Cutting into deposit (105) in the NE corner of Trench 1 was a cut feature [106], sub-
circular in plan and oriented roughly NW-SE (Fig. 5; Plate 3).  The feature extended 
beyond the width of the trench; its visible extent measured 0.66m E-W × 0.63m N-S × 
0.2m. The cut had rounded corners with a sharp break of slope at the top, steeply 
sloping sides and a moderate break at the base, which was undulating.  
 
 

 
 

Plate 3: View looking E showing pit feature [106] in Trench 1 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 5: N facing section of pit [106] in Trench 1 
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Cut [106] was filled by (107), a moderately compacted light greyish-brown sandy clay 
with frequent medium subangular stones and occasional charcoal flecking, together with 
a small quantity of post-medieval pottery and a large, heavily corroded Fe nail. 
 
Also cutting into (105) at the N end of the trench and located approximately 0.8m W of 
[106] was a shallow cut [111], roughly rectangular in plan with rounded corners, oriented 
approximately E-W and measuring 0.25m × 0.15m × 0.13m (Fig. 6).  Cut [111] was filled 
by a moderately compacted mid brown sandy silty clay containing occasional fragments 
of post-medieval glazed wares and CBM fragments (112).  Cut [111] was interpreted as 
a possible posthole or, more likely, a domestic waste pit, which, on the basis of the finds 
assemblage, appeared to be of post-medieval date.  
 
 

 
 

Fig. 6: N-facing section of [111] in Trench 1 

 
 
Two slots (sondages) were excavated across Trench 1 to determine the depth of the 
underlying deposits, the first of which was excavated up to the S end of the trench, while 
the second slot was located in the N half of the trench, 0.85m from its N end.  The two 
slots revealed what appeared to be a series of levelling or banking deposits represented 
by (105), (108), (109) and (110), possibly utilising material from the nearby moat.  It is 
unclear whether the deposition of these layers occurred during the medieval period or 
whether it relates to post-medieval landscaping of the site after the abandonment and 
demolition of the castle.  No artefactual evidence was recovered from these deposits but 
it should be noted that the uppermost deposits exhibited significant evidence of charcoal 
flecking. 
 
The first slot measured 0.85m N-S × 1.5m E-W × 0.75m (Plate 4).  The uppermost 
deposit within the slot was (105); within the surface of this deposit was a small amount of 
green sandstone within pockets of brown silty sand that appeared to be intrusive.  
Initially, it appeared that the charcoal within this deposit was entirely the result of worm 
and root action from the extremely charcoal rich deposit (104); however, the slot 
revealed that, while this may have been true to some extent, some charcoal was 
probably present during the deposition of this layer.   
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Plate 4: View S showing the first slot (sondage) excavated at the S end of Trench 1 
 
Beneath (105) was a moderately compacted yellowish-brown sandy clay with moderate 
charcoal flecking (108), measuring some 0.2m in thickness.  Underlying (108) was a 
moderate to well compacted light brown sandy clay with occasional charcoal flecking 
(decreasing with depth) (109), measuring 0.45m in thickness, and below (109) was a 
moderately compacted light yellowish-brown clayey sand with occasional charcoal 
flecking (110), measuring 0.1m in thickness.  No natural deposits were located during 
the excavation of this slot; however, no features or artefacts were located and the date 
and purpose of these deposits thus remain unclear, although the thickness and the even 
nature of their deposition suggest they may be the result of landscaping, possibly to level 
the ground in this area.   
 

The second slot in the N half of the trench measured 0.4m N-S × 1.5m E-W × 0.45m, 
The stratigraphy appeared to be identical to that encountered in the first slot and it was 
thus considered unnecessary to the excavate this second slot to the same depth.  
 

5.2 Trench 2 
 

 
 

Fig. 7: Plan of Trench 2 showing location of features 
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Plate 5: Trench 2, deposits removed, looking NW 

 
Trench 2 (Figs. 7 & 8; Plate 5) was located 40m to the NW of Swan Cottage, on the 
inner edge of the N outer enclosure bank, and was oriented NW-SE, measuring 1.2m × 
4m.  
 
The trench revealed 10 contexts, the uppermost of which was a loosely compacted dark 
brown silty sand with occasional post-medieval CBM and angular sandstone fragments, 
and extensive root disturbance (201).  At the SE end of the trench, underlying (201), the 
partial remains of a stone surface (202) were identified, measuring 1m × 1m × 0.08m 
and consisting of irregularly laid unworked sandstone, which was cracked in places and 
bonded with a coarse cement (Plate 6).  This feature was interpreted as the remains of a 
footpath probably associated with landscaping of the site in the 18th-19th century. 
 
Underlying both (201) and (202) was subsoil deposit (203), a loosely compacted dark 
brown silty sand with frequent small green angular sandstone fragments and occasional 
post-medieval CBM, extending trench wide to a depth of 0.1m.  Below (203) was a 
moderately compacted reddish-brown sandy clay deposit with occasional small angular 
sandstone fragments and some evidence of charcoal flecking (208), extending to a 
depth of 0.14m.   
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Fig. 8: NE facing section of Trench 2 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 6: View looking SW showing stone surface (202) at SE end of Trench 2 
 
 
Underlying (208) was a thin layer of moderate to well compacted orangey-red sandy clay 
with occasional angular sandstone fragments (209) that gradually phased out at the SE 
end of the trench.  The absence of any finds from (209) and the lack of charcoal flecking 
(compared with its relative frequency within the Trench 1 deposits) suggest this was 
natural deposition, although it may have been the remains of a bank associated with the 
excavation of the adjacent moat.  Beneath (209) was a moderately compacted reddish-
brown silty sand with occasional degraded black sandstone flecking and pebbles (210), 
its visible extent being 2.6m × 1m × 0.4m.  No finds or charcoal flecking were located 
within (210), which was interpreted as a natural deposit. 
 
An L-shaped slot was excavated in the base of Trench 2 to determine the nature of 
contexts (209) and (210). The slot measured 1.85m x 0.4m NW–SE and 1.2m x 0.4m 
NE–SW length. This revealed that context (209) directly overlay (210), which appeared 
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from its extent and lack of inclusions to be natural deposition (Plate 7). Context (209) 
measured up to 0.08m in thickness and revealed a similar absence of inclusions. This 
deposit appeared to have been heavily eroded by worm action and may originally have 
been marginally thicker than its recorded extent.  It may have represented natural 
material excavated from the base of the moat, although this is a somewhat tentative 
interpretation owing to the limited thickness of that material remaining. 
 
 

 
 

Plate 7: View looking SW showing L-shaped slot excavated in Trench 2 with cut for post-medieval posthole or pit 
feature [206] visible in foreground 

 
 
Cutting into both (203) and (208) was [204], a partially visible rectilinear cut oriented NE-
SW and located at the SE extremity of the trench.  The visible extent of this feature 
measured 1.2m × >0.85m >0.45m and its single fill consisted of a loosely compacted 
mid to dark brown silty sand with frequent fragments of post-medieval CBM & Fe (205).  
Based on the artefactual assemblage from (205), the feature appeared to be a waste pit 
of probable post-medieval date.   
 
Also cutting into (208) was a posthole or small pit feature [206] oriented roughly NE-SW, 
which was sub-circular in plan, with rounded corners and a concave base (Fig. 9; Plate 
8). The full extent of this feature was not visible, as it extended beyond the edge of the 
trench; its visible dimensions were 0.3m × >0.2m × 0.35m and the single fill consisted of 
moderately compacted light brown silty sandy clay with three sherds of 19th century 
white glazed ware (207).   
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Fig. 9: SW facing section of cut feature [206] in Trench 2 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 8: View SW showing cut for post-medieval pit feature [206] in Trench 2 
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6. Conclusion 
 
The evaluation carried out at Swan Cottage within the site of Mortimer’s Castle, the 
earthwork remains of a 12th century motte and bailey castle, comprised two trenches, the 
first being situated immediately SE of Swan Cottage (Trench 1: 1.5m × 4m N-S) while 
the second (Trench 2: 1.2m × 4m NW-SE) was located 40m to the NW of the property 
on the edge of the northern outer enclosure bank. 
 
Trench 1 produced no conclusive evidence of activity predating the post-medieval 
period. The topsoil contained a significant amount of CBM, pottery sherds and clay pipe 
fragments of post-medieval (18th-19th century) date.  A linear feature of unknown function 
was identified in the central part of the trench.  
 
A quantity of post-medieval pottery and a large heavily corroded Fe nail were recovered 
from the fill of a sub-circular pit identified in the NE corner of the trench.  A rectangular 
cut feature located at the N end of the trench was interpreted as a posthole or, more 
likely, a domestic waste pit of post-medieval date. 
 
Two slots excavated across Trench 1 revealed what appeared to be a series of levelling 
or banking deposits, possibly utilising material from the nearby moat, which may have 
related to post-medieval landscaping activity after the abandonment and demolition of 
the castle (documentary evidence indicates that any masonry structures associated with 
the castle had disappeared by c.1650).  No artefactual evidence was recovered from 
these deposits, although they exhibited considerable charcoal flecking. 
 
Trench 2 produced evidence of deposits and features that appeared to be uniformly of 
post-medieval date.  A degraded stone surface consisting of irregularly laid unworked 
sandstone appeared to be the remains of a footpath again associated with post-
medieval landscaping activity. 
 
A rectilinear cut at the SE end of the trench appeared to be a waste pit of post-medieval 
date and a possible 19th century posthole feature was also identified in the central part of 
the trench. 
 
It appears that the majority of the features and deposits revealed during the evaluation 
related to post-medieval landscaping activity, which probably occurred some time after 
the abandonment of the castle in the 15th century and may well postdate the construction 
of Swan Farm (present-day Swan Cottage) in the late 18th-early 19th century. 
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7. Context Register 
 

7.1 Trench 1 

 
CONTEXT DESCRIPTION 

(101) Moderately compacted dark greyish-brown clayey silt with frequent post-
medieval CBM, clay pipe fragments, post-medieval pottery and occasional 
Fe nails, charcoal flecking, oyster shell and domestic animal bone.  Trench 
wide × 0.3m (maximum thickness). Overlies [102], (103) and (104) 

INTERPRETATION: Topsoil 

[102] E-W oriented linear cut measuring 1.5m E-W × 0.8m N-S × 0.15m (visible 
depth).  Maximum depth not determined (not fully excavated as 
representing the first archaeological horizon). Cuts (104), (105) filled by 
(103). 

INTERPRETATION: Cut feature of unidentified date and function, follows same alignment as 
modern water pipe  

(103) Loose to moderately compacted blackish-brown gritty silty clay with 
frequent charcoal and post-medieval CBM, pottery, glass, clay pipe stems 
and animal bone fragments.  Visible extent 1.5m × 0.8m × 0.15m.  Fills 
[102], underlies (101). 

INTERPRETATION: Fill of cut feature [102] 

(104) Moderately compacted light greyish-brown sandy clay with frequent small 
to medium subangular stones.  Trench wide × 0.05m.  Underlies (101), 
overlies (105).  Cut by [102} 

INTERPRETATION: Garden subsoil 

(105) Well compacted reddish-brown sandy clay with frequent charcoal flecking 
and orange clay mottling.  Three pieces of lime mortar. Visible extent 
trench wide × 0.1m.  Overlies (108), cut by [102], [106], [111]. 

INTERPRETATION: Topmost deposit of a series of banking or levelling deposits 

[106] Sub-circular cut with rounded corners. Oriented NW-SE.  Measures 0.66m 
E-W × 0.63m N-S × 0.2m.  Sharp break of slope at top with steeply sloping 
sides and moderate break of slope at base with an undulating base.  Cuts 
(105), filled by (107). 

INTERPRETATION: Sub-circular cut for probable post-medieval pit 

(107) Moderately compacted light greyish-brown sandy clay with frequent 
medium subangular stones and occasional charcoal flecking, together with 
sherds of post-medieval pottery and a single corroded Fe nail.  Measures 
0.66 E-W × 0.63 N-S × 0.2m. Fills [106], underlies (101) 

INTERPRETATION: Fill of post-medieval pit [106] 

(108) Moderately compacted yellowish-brown sandy clay with moderate charcoal 
flecking.  Trench wide × 0.4m (N-S) x 0.2m.  Underlies (105), overlies 
(109) 

INTERPRETATION: Part of a series of banking or levelling deposits. 

(109) Moderately to well compacted light brown sandy clay with occasional 
charcoal flecking (decreasing with depth). Trench wide x 0.4m (N-S) x 
0.45m. Underlies (108), overlies (110) 

INTERPRETATION: Part of a series of banking or levelling deposits 

(110) Moderately compacted light yellowish-brown clayey sand with occasional 
charcoal flecking.  Measures >1m × 0.85m × 0.1m.  Underlies (109). 

INTERPRETATION: Part of a series of banking or levelling deposits 

[111] Cut, roughly rectangular in plan with rounded corners. Oriented E-W 
Measures 0.25m × 0.15m × 0.13m.  Sharp break of slope at top with 
steeply sloping sides and a sharp break of slope at base with a flat base.  
Cuts (105), filled by (112). 
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CONTEXT DESCRIPTION 

INTERPRETATION: Cut of small pit or posthole, probably post-medieval in date.       

(112) Moderately compacted mid brown sandy silty clay with occasional post-
medieval pottery & CBM.  Measures 0.25m × 0.15m × 0.13m.  Fills [111] 

INTERPRETATION Fill of post-medieval pit/posthole [111] 

 

7.2 Trench 2 

 
CONTEXT DESCRIPTION 

(201) Loosely compacted dark brown silty sand with occasional post-medieval 
CBM, angular sandstone fragments and evidence of extensive root 
disturbance.  Trench wide × < 0.08m.  Overlies (202), (203) and (205). 

INTERPRETATION Topsoil 

(202) Partial remains of stone surface, comprising unworked sandstone roughly 
laid and bonded with cement mortar (cracked in places). Measures > 1m × 
1m × 0.08m.  Underlies (201), overlies (203). 

INTERPRETATION Surface of post-medieval path/hard standing 

(203) Loosely compacted dark brown silty sand with frequent small green 
angular sandstone fragments and occasional post-medieval CBM.  Trench 
wide × 0.1m.  Underlies (201) (202), overlies (207), (208), cut by [204]. 

INTERPRETATION Post-medieval subsoil 

[204] Cut, rectilinear in plan (full extent not visible in trench). Oriented NE-SW. 
Measures 1.2m × >0.85m >0.45m.  Sharp break of slope at top with 
steeply sloping sides and gradual break of slope at base, with an 
undulating base. Filled by (205), cuts (203) and (208) 

INTERPRETATION Cut of post-medieval waste pit 

(205) Loosely compacted mid to dark brown silty sand with frequent post-
medieval CBM & Fe fragments.  Measures 1.2m × >0.85m x >0.45m.  Fills 
[204], underlies (201) 

INTERPRETATION Fill of post-medieval waste pit [204] 

[206] Cut, roughly sub-circular in plan (full extent not visible in trench). 
Orientation NE-SW.  Measures 0.3m × >0.2m × 0.35m.  Sharp break of 
slope at top with vertical sides and moderate break of slope at base with a 
concave base.  Filled by (207), cuts (208). 

INTERPRETATION Cut of post-medieval posthole 

(207) Moderately compacted light brown silty sandy clay with occasional post-
medieval pottery (white glazed wares).  Measures 0.3m × 0.2m × 0.55m.  
Fills [206], underlies (203) 

INTERPRETATION Fill of post-medieval posthole [206] 

(208) Moderately compacted reddish-brown sandy clay with occasional small 
angular sandstone fragments and occasional charcoal flecking.  Measures 
2.6m × >1m × < 0.14m.  Underlies (203), overlies (209), cut by [204] and 
[206]  

INTERPRETATION Probable interface deposit between (203) and (209) caused by root and 
worm action 

(209) Moderate to well compacted orangey-red sandy clay with occasional 
angular sandstone.  Measures >1m × 1m × 0.08m (maximum thickness).  
Underlies (208), overlies (210). 

INTERPRETATION Possible natural deposit 

(210) Moderately compacted reddish-brown silty sand, with occasional degraded 
black sandstone flecking and pebbles and occasional small sandstone 
fragments.  Measures >2.6m × >1m × >0.4m.  Underlies (209). 

INTERPRETATION Possible natural deposit 
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8. Copyright 
 
Border Archaeology shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, tender 
documents or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs & Patents Act 
1988 with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to 
the client for the use of the report by the client in all matters directly relating to the 
project as described in the Project Specification. 

 

9. Bibliography 
 
Herefordshire Archaeology Sites and Monuments Record: SMR Printout 
 
National Monuments Record Centre, Swindon: NMR Printout 
 
Hickling, R., 1970, ‘Deserted Medieval Villages’, in Transactions of the Woolhope 
Naturalists Field Club, Vol. 40, pt. 1, 174. 
 
Hopkinson, C., & Speight, M., 2002, The Mortimers Lords of the March, Logaston 
 
Pevsner, N., 1963, The Buildings of England: Herefordshire, London 
 
RCHME, 1932, Inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments in Herefordshire, Vol. 
2: Herefordshire East, London 
 
Robinson, C.J., 1867, A History of the Castles of Herefordshire and their Lords, 
Hereford. 
 
Round, J.H., 1901, Studies in Peerage and Family History, London. 
 
Shoesmith, R., 1996, Castles and Moated Sites of Herefordshire, Logaston. 
 
Stirling Brown, R., 1989, Herefordshire Castles, Leominster 
 
Thorn, F. & Thorn, C. (eds), 1983, Domesday Book: Herefordshire, Chichester 
 
Watkins, C., ‘The Parliamentary Enclosure of Much Marcle’, Transactions of the 
Woolhope Naturalists Field Club, Vol. 43, pt. 3, 315-332 
 

9.1 Cartography 
 
(All maps were obtained from the Herefordshire Record Office unless otherwise stated) 
 
Much Marcle Tithe Map and Apportionment (1839) 
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10. Appendix 1: Pottery 
Stephen Clarke MBE FSA MIFA 
 
10.1 TRENCH 1 
 
Context (101) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

?Manganese glazed ?bowl - C19/C20 2 

Transfer printed ?dish, rim with integral handle - C19/C20 1 

?Copy of German stoneware, fine with impressed 
decoration blue and white 

- C18 1 

Transfer printed and other tablewares - Victorian 
and later 

13 

 
 
Context (103) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

Pantile/brick fragment, probably local - C19/C20 1 

Bowl base sherd, non-local - C18/C19 1 

Pearl ware rim - Mid C18 1 

Staffs joggled slipware base - C18 1 

Mocha ware - C19 1 

Brown/yellow glazed English stoneware, 2 rims - C19 3 

Creamware, 1 handle - C18 6 

Blue & White ceramic rim - Victorian 1 

Banded slipware - C18/C19 1 

Banded glazed bowl rim - C19 1 

 
Context (105) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

Probable Newent rim A7d C17/C18 1 

Pearl-ware, rim - Mid C18 1 

Blue & White ceramic - Victorian 1 

Salt glazed base - Mid C18 1 

Banded slipware - C18/C19 1 

Brown and cream glazed ware - C19 1 

Moulded creamware - C18 1 

Creamware rim - C18 1 

White glazed bowl, 2 bases - C19 2 

Regionally local coarse ware, probably Severn 
Valley 

- Post-med 1 

 
Context (107) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

Basaltes (Egyptian Black - Mid C18 1 

Staffs/Bristol slipware bowl - C18 1 

South Wales coarse ware bowl or pancheon - C19 1 

 
Context (110) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

Creamware - C18 1 
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10.2 TRENCH 2 
 
Context (201) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

House brick, local, sanded with fine quartz - C19/C20 2 

Pantile, local with lime mortar - C19/C20 1 

 
Context (203) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

Blue and White ceramic - Victorian 2 

Salt glazed ware - Mid C18 1 

 
Context (205) 
 

Fabric and form Code Date Total sherds 

Pantile and brick fragments, probably local, 1 tile 
with mortar, 2 brick, 5 tile 

- C19/C20 7 
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Site Summary 
 
Report Name & 
Title 

Archaeological Evaluation at Swan Cottage Mortimer’s Castle Much Marcle 
Herefordshire 

Contractor's 
Name and 
Address 

Border Archaeology PO Box 36 Leominster Herefordshire HR6 OYQ 

Site Name Swan Cottage Mortimer’s Castle Much Marcle Herefordshire 

Grid Reference 
(8 fig) 

 SO 6577 3281 

Planning 
Application No  

 _ 

SMR number/s 
of site  

 43484 

Date of 
Fieldwork 

Apr-06 

Date of Report Jan-07 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF FINDS 

Pottery Period:    Post-medieval 

  Number of sherds: c. 70 

Other Period:   Post-med. CBM, Fe, mortar, clay pipe 

  Quantity: - 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF SAMPLES COLLECTED 

No of features sampled: N/A Sieving for 
charred plant 
remains 

No of buckets:  N/A 

No and type: N/A C14/scientific 
dates Result: N/A 

No of columns/spot samples: N/A Pollen 

Name of pollen specialist: N/A 

Number of buckets sieved for bone: N/A 

Quantity Recovered:  N/A 

Bone 

Period: N/A 

No of columns/spot samples: N/A Insect 

Name of pollen specialist: N/A 

Other Type and specialist: N/A 

Summary of 
the report 

The evaluation carried out at Swan Cottage within the site of Mortimer’s 
Castle, the earthwork remains of a medieval motte and bailey castle 
designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument, consisted of two trenches, 
Trench 1 being situated immediately SE of Swan Cottage and Trench 2 40m 
NW of Swan Cottage on the inner edge of the northern outer enclosure 
bank.  A series of deposits and features were identified within the two 
trenches that appeared to be largely of post-medieval date and were 
probably associated with landscaping of the site during the C18-C19, 
presumably postdating the construction of Swan Farm in the late C18/early 
C19. 

 


