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The medieval pottery from the watching brief/excavation may be summarised as follows:

Unstratified (Seven sherds recovered from trench spoil heaps)

Three buff coloured sherds with copper stained green glaze. Two sherds have moderate quantities of medium sized inclusions; the other is smoother and finer.

One grey coarse gritted rim sherd with light brown internal surface, the outside is blackened by fire.

One light pinkish orange sherd with yellow internal glaze. Inclusions are sparse to moderate in quantity and are fine to medium size with occasional large quartz aggregate fragment.

One small red/brown gritty sherd

One hard sherd, grey with brownish surfaces.

Context 1 (Topsoil)

One sherd of dark grey coarse sandy ware with light brown internal surface

Context 26 (Lime kiln backfill)

One base sherd in mid grey quite coarse fabric with frequent fairly fine quartz but also occasional medium to large inclusions. Some opaque white inclusions also. Glossy though not smooth light green glaze.

Context 51 (Grave backfill)

Three sherds (including one base fragment) of coarse sandy ware (as in context 1)

One similar sherd though coarser gritty ware

Two green glazed sherds in dark grey  fairly coarse fabric.

Two other grey sherds, one of which is a flat fragment from a base with traces of glaze beneath

One base sherd in sand red/brown fabric

Six other miscellaneous fabrics.
Comment

A small assemblage of 24 sherds of mediaeval pottery was recovered from site. Seven sherds were recovered from the spoil heaps created by the mechanical excavator on site (prior to archaeological supervision). A coarse gritted rim fragment is possibly of 13th century date. The other unstratified sherds, including three buff sherds with copper green glaze were of broadly 13th to 14th century date.

From the backfill of the lime kiln was a base fragment in a grey fabric with light green glaze, the fabric was quite coarse and this may be of later 14th century date.

The remainder of the assemblage, comprising of one sherd from topsoil and 15 from a grave backfill were broadly of a 13th century date. Most of the sherds were quite coarse and only two were glazed, although one flat fragment from a base had traces of glaze beneath.

As the medieval pottery of Rothbury is not well known or easily accessible for reference and the assemblage is small, both in quantity and general sherd size, the dating and comments are based on general characteristics.

