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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

Ian Farmer Associates Archaeological Services carried out an Archaeological Watching Brief at the former Barwick’s site at Alpha Mount, Gilsland, Northumberland CA 8 7ED over one day on September 20th, 2007.

The investigation was commissioned and funded by the site-owner Keith Waugh and related to the conversion of the former joinery workshop into residential units, more specifically the construction of a retaining wall trench and the excavation of service trenches.
The development excavations revealed no visible archaeological features, artefacts or ecofacts, and no further archaeological work was suggested.
1.0 INTRODUCTIONtc \l1 "1.0
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Ian Farmer Associates Archaeological Services carried out an Archaeological Watching Brief at the former Barwick’s site at Alpha Mount, Gilsland, Northumberland CA 8 7ED over one day on September 20th, 2007.

1.2 The investigation was commissioned and funded by the site-owner Keith Waugh and related to the conversion of the former joinery workshop into residential units, more specifically the construction of a retaining wall trench and the excavation of service trenches.

1.3 The requirement for the archaeological work followed advice given by Central Government as set out in Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16) issued by the DoE in 1990, and the specification of the assistant county archaeologist Nick Best, which is included in Appendix 1.
1.4 The specification took into account that ‘the proposed development site is located less than 50m north of the course of Hadrian’s Wall and is therefore in an area of considerable archaeological sensitivity.’
1.5 Given the corpus of archaeological data associated with Hadrian’s Wall Scheduled Monument and World Heritage Site, it was considered that the proposed development would damage or destroy archaeological remains that may be present on site, and that a reasonable archaeological response to the threat would be a watching brief during all phases of ground works associated with the scheme. This would include a strategy for the recovery and analysis of palaeo-environmental evidence devised by the English Heritage Scientific Adviser for North East England, Dr Jacqui Huntley.
1.6 This report summarises the topographical, geological, archaeological and historical setting of the site, and presents the results of the watching brief.
2.0 Definition and purpose of a watching brief

2.1 An archaeological watching brief is defined by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA, ref. 13.1) as;

· “… a formal programme of observation and investigation conducted during an operation carried out for non-archaeological reasons.  This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, where there is possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed or destroyed.  The programme will result in the preparation of a report and ordered archive.”

2.2 The purpose of a watching brief, as defined by the IFA, is;

· “To allow, within the resources available, the preservation by record of archaeological deposits, their presence and nature of which could not be established (or established with sufficient accuracy) in advance of development or other potentially disruptive works.

· To provide an opportunity, f needed, for the watching brief archaeologist to signal to all interested parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated to the watching brief itself are not sufficient to support treatment to a satisfactory and proper standard” (IFA rev. 1999)

2.3 tc \l1 "2.0
DESCRIPTION OF SITEThe results of a watching brief are used to;

· produce a record of the location, nature and date of any archaeological remains encountered on the site and

· add to the knowledge about the previous history of activity on the current site and its surroundings and

· provide information to influence future planning decisions in the area.

3.0 Topography and Geology

3.1 The former Barwicks site lies on Alpha Mount immediately to the south of the B6318 leading from Haltwhistle into the village of Gilsland. The site is roughly triangular in shape, and vehicular access is from its east corner onto a drive. Centrally to the site lies the former joinery workshop, which at the time of the watching brief was being converted into residential units. The northern site boundary comprises a strip of lawn and trees on a short steep slope towards the main road. To the west the site merges seamlessly into the lawn of the next property. To the south a narrow strip of hardstanding merges with the access road.
3.2 Details of the geology underlying the site have been obtained from the British Geological Survey Map Sheet 18, ‘Brampton’, drift edition, 1:50,000, published in 1980. The geological map indicates the site to be underlain by superficial deposits of Recent and Pleistocene sand and gravel and rock of the Carboniferous Limestone Series.
3.3 From the junction to the east of the site, the B6318 falls away to the north-west whilst the access road to Alpha Mount rises to the south-west. Hence, the site’s lowest point lies along the northern site boundary whilst the highest lies in the south-west corner. No datum points were established.
3.4 The nearest surface watercourse is the River Irthing, which flows through the village of Gilsland. The site lies well above flood level.
3.5 Location plans and a site plan are included in Appendix 2, Figures A2.1 and A2.2. Site photographs and an aerial view are included in Appendix 2, Figures A2.3 to A2.9.
4.0 Archaeological and historical setting

4.1 The entries from the Northumberland County Council SMR for the environs of the development site largely provide evidence for its location within the Hadrian’s Wall military zone. Hadrian’s Wall and the vallum are Grade I Listed Buildings, a Scheduled Monument, and a World heritage Site. The linear vallum can be seen clearly on the aerial view in Appendix 2, Fig. A2.9.
4.2 Despite recorded archaeological data for the environs of the development site, there are no entries for the area itself, and there is no evidence for any previous systematic archaeological investigations within the development area.
5.0 METHODOLOGY
5.1 Potts Plant Hire (development contractors)
5.1.1 The ground works comprised cutting into an existing slope to allow for the construction of a retaining wall around a proposed car park to the east of the former joinery workshop (see Fig. A2.7), and adding to previously dug service trenches to the north of the building (see Fig. A2.8).
5.1.2 With regards to the construction cut for the retaining wall, working shots included in Appendix 3, Figures A3.1 and A3.2 indicate that the machine driver Chris used a 3ft toothed bucket to remove any overburden prior to carefully stripping through the subsoil into the natural. For the duration of the archaeological recording the spoil was stored on the drive and later put back against the cut until removal became possible.
5.1.3 The service trenches had been part-dug (see Fig. A3.3). The machine driver concluded the groundworks with a trench leading from the north-western corner of the building northward to the main road where services would be connected (see Fig. A3.4). The topsoil was carefully stripped prior to the natural being excavated to the required depth.

5.2 Ian Farmer Associates Archaeological Services
5.2.1 Ian Farmer Associates Archaeological Services comply with the guidelines set out in the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations, ref. 13.1, and the Management of Archaeological Projects (MAP2), ref. 13.2.
5.2.2 An archaeologist was on site during the aforementioned groundworks to observe all excavation associated with the development for the purpose of identifying and recording any archaeological deposits and artefacts present.

5.2.3 In addition, sections of the retaining wall cut were drawn at appropriate locations along the length of the scheme to illustrate the principle stratigraphic characteristics of the deposits encountered. The soils were described according to the procedures and principles given in Section 6 of BS 5930, ref. 13.3. 
5.2.4 A photographic record, consisting of black and white photographs, colour transparencies and digital images was maintained to illustrate the principal features and finds discovered. Extracts of the photographic record are included in Appendix 3, Figures A3.5 to A3.8.
6.0 Results

6.1 Development excavations revealed no visible archaeological features.

6.2 The section drawings are included in Appendix 4.

7.0 Finds

7.1 Development excavations revealed no artefacts or ecofacts.

8.0 conclusions

8.1 Although the watching brief has provided an opportunity to examine the principle stratigraphic and physical characteristics of deposits in this area, the investigation has yielded no new archaeological evidence to enhance our understanding of the history of Hadrian’s Wall military zone and Gilsland.
9.0 Recommendations for further work

9.1 It is not known if further groundworks associated with the proposed conversion are planned.

9.2 Based on the findings of this phase of groundworks, no further archaeological work is suggested.
10.0 Archive

10.1 The site archive was prepared according to IFA guidelines, ref. 13.4, and is currently held at the offices of Ian Farmer Associates Archaeological Services.

10.2 The site archive consists of nine black and white photographs, eight colour transparencies and seventy-three digital .jpg images, a photographic register, and two section drawings and associated context sheets. Arrangements will be made to deposit the archive with the relevant receiving authority within 6 months following the submission of this report.
10.3 Copies of the watching brief report will be deposited with:

Northumberland County Council Conservation Team, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF

Keith Waugh, 8 Irthing Park, Gilsland, Cumbria CA8 7DL
11.0 OASIS

11.1 Ian Farmer Associates Archaeological Services support the Online Access to Index Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) Project.  The overall aim of the OASIS Project is to provide an online index to the mass of archaeologically grey literature that has been produced as a result of the advent of large scale developer funded fieldwork.

11.2 The online OASIS form has been completed and is awaiting validation by Northumberland SMR thus placing the information into the public domain at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/. A summary is included in Appendix 5.
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