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0.0.0

0.0.1

0.0.2

0.0.5

Executive summary

This report details the results of Archaeological Recording carried between 16-Feb-2021 - 13-
Aug-2021 at Southam North (1C20SOUAR) by Connect Archaeology on behalf of High Speed
Two Limited (hereafter referred to as HS2 Ltd.)

The site was located at Southam North within the civil parish of Southam in the district of
Stratford Upon Avon in the County of Warwickshire (NGR 440877, 260873) at lands required for
the construction of the HS2 rail alignment and associated works.

Following the results of HS2 Phase One Environmental Statement ES 3.5.2.16.73; a geophysical
survey carried out in 2017 (CRO1083, 1EWo03-FUS-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-002684) and a
subsequent trial trench evaluation carried out in 2020 (1EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-
000027) the remains of a potential 1st to 3rd century Roman settlement were identified on the
site. A Fieldwork Change Control for accelerated Archaeological Recording at Southam North
(1EW03-FUS-EV-FRM-CSo07_CL24-000005) identified one area of archaeological recording
measuring 1.34ha.

The results of the Archaeological Recording were dominated by the presence of a rural Roman
site with continuous settlement activity from the 1st century AD to abandonment in the 4th
century. The archaeology fell into five phases of activity; Phase 1 was a scatter of unstratified
Late Bronze Age and Iron Age pottery. Phase 2 comprised 1st to 2nd century Roman features and
included domestic structures, a grain dryer, animal enclosures and an inhumation. Phase 3
spanned the late 2nd century into the 3rd century with evidence of moderately higher status
Roman activity. Phase 4 tracked the later occupation at the site and subsequent abandonment
in the 4th century. This included large ditch complexes, a well, and a deviant burial. Phase 5
comprised Medieval/ post-medieval agricultural furrows. Most features were attributed to these
phases by spot dates returned from the material culture assessments or by stratigraphic and
spatial relationships.

Because of the multi-layered stratigraphy across the phases in a relatively tight chronological
framework, future work should involve more detailed analysis of the pottery assemblage with
relation of the stratigraphic information. Where relevant absolute dating should also be used to
better interpret the phasing.

The results of Archaeological Recording at Southam North have the potential to contribute to
the GWSI: HERDS Specific Objectives, KC21 assessing the evidence for regional and cultural
distinctiveness along the length of the route in the Romano-British period, with particular regard
to the different settlement types encountered along the route.
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1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

Part A — Factual report
Introduction

This report is an assessment of the results of Archaeological Recording at Southam North (Site
Code: 1C20SOUAR). The site was located at Southam North (CRiD C32074) in the parish of
Southam in the County of Warwickshire (NGR 440877, 260873). The programme of
Archaeological Recording was carried out between 16th February and 13th August 2021. The
following documents detail works relevant to the archaeology of the Site and are summarised
within this section:

e HS2 Phase One Environmental Statement and Supplementary Environmental
Statements (ES 3.5.2.16.4, ES 3.5.2.16.5, ES 3.5.2.16.6).

e HS2 Central — NIT2. Final Report for Geophysical Magnetometer Survey at Windmill Hill
Spinney and Starbod Farm, Ladbroke Cutting; West Southam, Southam Embankment;
Hill Farm, Southam Cutting; and Thorpe Bridge, Leamington Road Embankment,
Warwickshire (AC320/6) (Document no.: 1EWo03-FUS-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-007768)

e HS2 Enabling Works— Area Central EWP —1/2013 Project Plan for Trial trench Evaluation
at Southam, Warwickshire (1EWo03-FUS-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-007847)

e AWHh Fieldwork Report for Trial Trench Evaluation at Southam, Warwickshire (AC320)
Site Code: 2C20SOUTT (2EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CS07_CL24-000027)

e AWH Historic Environment Fieldwork Change Control Acceptance Sheet for accelerated
Archaeological Recording following Trial Trenching at Southam North, AC320 site code
1C20SOUAR (21EW03-FUS-EV-FRM-CSo07_CL24-000005)

e AWHi Location Specific Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Recording
at Southam North, Warwickshire (AC320) (1EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-
000020)

The Geophysical survey carried out across the Site (1EWo03-FUS-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-007768)
identified anomalies interpreted as settlement features. The subsequent Trial Trench Evaluation
at Southam (Document no.: 1EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-000027 site code
1C20SOUTT) confirmed two dense areas of Roman settlement activity.

This site formed part of the critical path for the MWCC for the construction of the main
construction access and haul road and rail alignment formation for the Southam cutting and
associated temporary soil storage stockpile areas. These works activities had the potential to
impact the significant remains that survived beneath the construction footprint. The
requirement for Archaeological Recording was outlined in two separate Fieldwork Charge
Control Forms (FCCF) for accelerated Archaeological recording. The current site, located iitne
Northern Part of the evaluation phase, was called Southam North and allocated the site Code
1C20SOUAR and labelled as and amounts to 1.34ha in size as detailed in FCCF 208 (zEWo03-FUS-
EV-FRM-CSo7_CL24-000005). Archaeological Recording for the southern concentration of
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1.1.4

1.1

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.2

1.2.1

1.3

1.31

features was covered by FCCF 264 (1EW03-FUS-EV-FRM-CSo7_CL24-000009) and called
Southam Central (Site Code 1C21SOUAR). A separate post-excavation assessment of
Archaeological Recording at Southam Central has been produced for that site (IEW03-FUS_CNA-
EV-REP-CS07_CL24-000052).

The programme of Archaeological Recording shows that the site at Southam North is dominated
by Roman settlement activity originating in the 1st century and continuing to the site’s
abandonment in the 4th century. Medieval/ post-medieval ridge and furrow was also identified.
The archaeology is typical for the area, with the Roman artefactual assemblage suggesting the
presence of a high-status building in the vicinity.

Project Background and Scheme Design

The High Speed Two (HS2) railway network has been proposed by the Government to provide a
new link between London, the West and East Midlands, South Yorkshire, Leeds, and Manchester.
Phase One of HS2 entails the construction of a new railway approximately 230km (143 miles) in
length between London and Birmingham. Powers for the construction, operation, and
maintenance of Phase One are conferred by the High-Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act
2017.

The overall framework within which archaeological work was undertaken is set out in the
Environmental Minimum Requirements (EMR), in particular the Heritage Memorandum, the
Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) for HS2 Phase One and the GWSI: HERDS. Accordingly,
the nominated undertaker or the Enabling Works Contractor was required to implement
appropriate and reasonable measures to identify, avoid or where practicable reduce impacts to
the significance of heritage assets prior to the start of construction.

A Location Specific Written Scheme of Investigation (LSWSI) for Archaeological Recording at
Southam North, Warwickshire (AC320) (2EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-000020) was
prepared for this work.

Specific GWSI: HERDS objectives appropriate to the site were identified in the Historic
Environment Fieldwork Change Control Acceptance Sheet for accelerated Archaeological
Recording following Trial Trenching at Southam North, AC320; site code 1C20SOUAR; FCCF 208
(1IEW03-FUS-EV-FRM-CSo7_CL24-000005) and are listed in section 5.2 of this report.

Site Location

The Site is centred at NGR 440877, 260873 and lies within the civil parish of Southam in the
district of Stratford Upon Avon in the County of Warwickshire (Figure 1). It occupies one parcel
of land, covering a total of 1.34 ha (Fusion Site GIS ID no(s): C32074) that extends across one
pastoral field to the immediate south of an industrial estate on the outskirts the town of
Southam.

General Aims

The aim of the archaeological investigation was to conduct a detailed investigation™ of
archaeological remains in the area of archaeological potential as identified by the Trial Trench
Investigation. The investigation defined the character, extent, quality, preservation and
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1.4

1.4.1

1.5

1.5.1

1.5.2

1.5.3

1.5.4

1.5.5

1.5.7

significance of the archaeology present in order to determine its potential to contribute to
specific objectives set out in the GWSI: HERDS (HS2-HS2-EV-STR-000-000015).

Specific HERDS Objectives

For land parcel C32074, Section 3 of the LSWSI identifies the contribution the results of the
archaeological investigation can make to specific research objectives set out in the GWSI:
HERDS.

e KC21 - Assess the evidence for regional and cultural distinctiveness along the length of
the route in the Romano-British period, with particular regard to the different settlement
types encountered along the route.

Methodology

The works were undertaken in accordance with the Location Specific Written Scheme of
Investigation for Archaeological Recording at Southam North, Warwickshire (1EWo03-FUS_CNA-
EV-REP-CSo07_CL24-000020) and in accordance with Technical Standard Specification for
historic environment investigations (Document No. HS2-HS2-EV-STD-000-000035), and the
guidance provided by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Code of Conduct (CIfA
2014a) and the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (CIfA 2014b).

Prior to the start of the Archaeological Recording programme a site meeting and walkover was
held between Connect and Fusion to confirm that the works area was accessible and clear of
obstruction. This meeting took place 27/01/2021 between the Connect Project Officer and Fusion
Engineer.

Site Access

The land parcel (C32074) was located within agricultural pasture land and was accessible without
the need for vegetation clearance. There were no field boundaries within the site which required
breaching, access issues had been resolved during the Trial Trench Investigation. The site was
accessed off the A425 Leamington Road.

Site Set-up

Prior to the start of the Archaeological Recording a Pre-works meeting was organised between
Connect and the Fusion Historic Environment Manager. This meeting confirmed the access
points, ground conditions, site specific hazards and the location for the welfare facilities and the
storage of plant and materials.

Site set-up was conducted following the relevant guidance set out in the Enabling Works
Information Wlo200 General Constraints (Document No. 1E001-HS2-PR-ITT-000-000098)
in particular Sections 6 Construction site layout and good housekeeping and in accordance with the
Fusion-approved RAMS, CLP.

Fencing was erected around the works area where appropriate on pedestrian routes and
surrounding the excavation area. The temporary fencing was inspected and repaired throughout
the archaeological works.

The location and segregated route to the separate topsoil and subsoil stackniles were
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1.5.9

1.5.10

1.5.11

1.5.12

1.5.13

1.5.14

1.5.15
1.5.16

1.5.17

1.5.18

established. This followed the requirements set out in the Soil Resource Plan for Southam North
(Document no.: 1EW03-FUS_CNA-EV-PLN-CSo07_CL24-000005).

Setting Out

The extent of the excavation area was located to a horizontal accuracy of +/-500mm and was be
set out with Real Time Kinematic (RTK) Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) equipment
referenced from the PGMs. This utilised a Virtual reference system comprising four Ground
Markers (PGM) located on the Site.

All excavation limits and significant archaeology were surveyed ‘as dug’ in relation to the project
grid. The survey methodology is outlined in full in the Survey Report for Southam North (1EWo3-
FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-000034).

Machine Excavation

Area C32074 was excavated to the first archaeological horizon or natural geology, whichever was
encountered first. The initial stripping was carried out by a 20-tonne tracked excavator with
toothless ditching bucket (2.4m wide) loading spoil into a 13-tonne rearward-tipping dump truck.
The process for top and subsoil stripping is described in detail in the Soil Resource Plan for
Southam North (Document no.: 1EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-PLN-CSo7_CL24-000005).

Soil was stripped in sequential strips with the topsoil first to be stripped at the haul road edge of
the first marked strip and loaded into a dumper. This was followed by the subsoil layer. Each layer
was stripped to its natural thickness without incorporating material from lower layers.

The dumper stood within the designated haul routes or within the works area. To prevent
damage to underlying archaeology it did not traverse unstripped subsoil. The excavator then
moved onto and traversed the topsoil of the adjacent area to be stripped and the sequence of
soil stripping was repeated for that square.

Machining was carried out under the constant supervision of Connect archaeological staff
excavating the ground in spits. The depth of each spit was determined by the Connect
Archaeologist to allow appropriate stripping.

Each spit was examined carefully to assist the recovery of any archaeologically significant
artefacts. The finished surface was machined to a suitably ‘clean’ state to identify, define and
investigate the exposed archaeological deposits. Hand cleaning of the surface was required in
some areas to better define archaeological features.

A dedicated RAMS was produced to allow personnel to enter and exit work areas safely.

Excavator machine movements were overseen by a qualified operative whilst all other working
machinery (dumper truck, site vehicles etc.) used segregated routes to prevent access to the
works area.

A permit to pump was obtained from Fusion to allow removal of surface water from the strig
area, and to empty deep archaeological features as necessary.

Plant Movement

Plant machinery (mechanical excavator and rearward-tipping dumper) was only opéreted within
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1.5.19

1.5.20

1.5.21

1.5.22

1.5.23

1.5.24

1.5.25

the limits of the Consolidated Construction Boundary (CCB) and within the Site. A specific and
pedestrian segregated route was established to allow the dumper truck to transport soil from the
excavation area to the dedicated soil stockpiles. Movements of the tracked excavator were only
undertaken under the supervision of a certified banksman and in accordance with the approved
RAMS (Document No. 1EW03-FUS-HS-MST-C003-000018).

The mechanical excavator moved across the Site to appropriate crossing points.

When working across the Site the mechanical excavator avoided slewing its tracks where
possible to minimise disturbing the plough soil.

Pre-excavation Survey and Hold Point

Following the stripping of Area C32074 a pre-excavation survey and intervention strategy were
produced (1IEWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-000055). This was reviewed and agreed by
Fusion, HS2 and Historic England.

Approximately 220 interventions were identified following the pre-excavation survey plan to
allow the resolution of the aims and objectives of the work outlined in the FCCF for the
Archaeological Recording (1EWo03-FUS-EV-FRM-CSo7_CL24-000005).

Hand Excavation

Archaeological hand excavation and recording was undertaken in accordance with GWSI: HERDS
and the Technical Standard Specification for historic environment investigations (Document No.
HS2-HS2-EV-STD-000- 000035; section 4.14 and 4.17). The sufficient sample strategy was guided
by the CIfA Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (2014), as well as, where
applicable, Local Planning Authority guidance documents. Features and deposits were sampled
or fully excavated to allow the resolution of the aims and objectives of the work.

All investigation of archaeological levels was carried out by hand, with cleaning, examination
and recording both in plan and section. Any deviation to the agreed methodology was only
undertaken following consultation with Fusion: HERDS.

Within significant archaeological levels, the minimum number and proportion of features
required to meet the aims of the Archaeological Recording were hand excavated. These are
outlined below:

e Possibly Prehistoric Circular enclosure in North-West of site (up to 50%)
e Linear features (up to 10%)
¢ Ringditches/ circular enclosures (up to 50%)

e Occupation layers/ spreads (approximately 20%, to a maximum of 50% if significant
deposits are encountered)

e Funerary features (100%)
e Stone structural remains (fully exposed — or up to 50%)

e Discrete features (up to 50%)
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1.5.26

1.5.27

1.5.28

1.5.29

1.5.30

1.5.31

1.5.32

1.5.33

1.5.34

1.5.35

1.5.36

e Furrows and other agricultural features (2%)

Environmental Sampling strategy

Sampling was carried out In line with the Employer’s Technical Standard Specification for
Historic Environment Investigations (Document No. HS2-HS2-EVoSTD-000-000035).

The sampling strategy was outlined following the pre-excavation survey and was subject to
review and approval by HS2 Ltd and relevant stakeholders such as Historic England.

The environmental sampling strategy was designed to contribute to the understanding of the
economic basis of the Site, land-use and settlement patterns and the regional and cultural
distinctiveness of Roman settlements across the route. Features of particular potential included:

e Corndrier and hearth deposits - multiple samples from the primary deposits and the
firing area for plant macrofossils

e Spreads/ occupation deposits —in-situ deposits to assess domestic/industrial activities

e Ditches and pits — stratified deposits, datable and low risk of contamination: potential
to provide ecofactual information or significant material

The sampling strategy was reviewed throughout the course of the archaeological works and was
adapted to the characteristics and potential of revealed deposits.

Samples were recovered from a representative range of contexts, which adequately
characterised past activities on site and allowed the assessments included in this report to take
place.

All samples were taken to address a specific question. The purpose of the sample, and the
question it had been taken to address were recorded on the Site-specific sample record sheets.

Samples were taken using ten litre plastic buckets (with lids and handles), or strong polythene
bags (double bagged) secured at the neck, for the recovery of bulk ‘disturbed’ environmental
samples. Labelling followed guidance set out in the Technical Standard Specification for Historic
Environment Investigations (Document No. HS2-HS2-EV-STD-000-000035).

For non-waterlogged deposits bulk samples were normally taken in the range of 40-60 litres.
Where contexts had a volume of less than that stated above, then 100% of the context was
sampled. Each bulk sample only contained sediment derived from a single context.

Samples were protected at all times from temperatures below 5°C and above 25°C and from
wetting and drying out due to weather exposure.

The preservation state, density and significance of material retrieved was assessed by specialists.

Fieldwork Recording

All archaeological recording was carried out in accordance with the general requirements &s
described in the GWSI: HERDS and the HS2 Technical Standard for Historic Environment

Uncontrslled when printed
Page 16



AWHi — Post-Excavation Assessment Report for Archaeological Recording at Southam North, Warwickshire, (C32074)
Site Code: 1C20SOUAR
Document number: 1EW03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CS07_CL24-000042

Revision: Co2

1.5.37

1.5.38

1.5.39

1.5.40

1.5.41

1.5.42

1.5.43

1.5.44

1.5.45

1.5.46

1.5.47

Investigations (Document No. HS2-HS2-EVSTD-000-000035).

As a minimum, the following was recorded:
e awritten record of individual context descriptions on appropriate pro-forma;
e plans at appropriate scales (1:10, 1:20 or 1:50);

¢ photographs and other appropriate drawn and written records.

Other sections, including the half-sections of individual layers or features were drawn as
appropriate to 1:10 or 1:20.

A'site location plan', was prepared at 1:1250. Individual works area plans at 1:200 (or 1:100) were
also produced indicating the location of archaeology investigated in relation to the individual
investigation areas. The location of site plans was identified using OSGB coordinates.

Section drawings were located on the relevant plan and OSGB co-ordinates recorded. The
locations of the PGM bench markers used and any site TBM were also indicated.

A record of the full extent in plan of all archaeological deposits as revealed in the investigation
was made. These plans were based on digital survey data and supplemented where appropriate
by hand drawn records on polyester-based drawing film (at a scale of 1:10 or 1:20).

All hand drawn information was digitised, and final deliverables were supplied in an Esri format
adhering to standards set out in the Employer’s Cultural Heritage GIS Standard (Document No.
HS2-HS2-GI-SPE-000-000004). Single context planning was used where complex stratigraphy
was encountered.

A 'Harris matrix' stratification diagram was employed to record stratigraphic relationships (Harris
et al1993) where appropriate. This record was compiled and fully checked by the Archaeological
Contractor during the course of the excavations. Spot dating was incorporated onto this
diagram.

Recording of structural evidence revealed below ground level varied according to the level of
special interest of the structure and its relationship to archaeological remains.

The photographic record was recorded in digital format, resulting in high resolution TIFF
(uncompressed) images. Photographs illustrate both the detail and context of the principal
archaeological features discovered. In addition, photographs illustrating work in progress were
taken. All photographic records include information detailing: site name and number/code, date,
context, scale and orientation.

Human Remains

Human remains were encountered at Southam North.

The processes for excavation and sampling of the human remains were in line with the Technical
Standard Specification for Historic Environment Investigations (Document No. HS2-HSa- EV-
STD-000-000035 section 4.18 Methodology for archaeological excavation of human burials) and
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists guidance Updated Guidelines to the Standards for
Recording Human Remains (Mitchell and Brickley eds. 2017) and the Employer’s Huizn remains
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1.5.48

1.5.49

1.5.50

1.5.51

1.5.52

1.5.53
1.6

1.6.1

1.6.2

1.7

1.74

and monuments procedure (Document No. HS2-HS2-EV-PRO-0000- 000008).

A request for and confirmation from the Secretary of State for Justice that human remains are
over 100 years old was obtained (Document no.: 1EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-FRM-CSo7_CL24-
000004)

Metallic Objects and Residues

Metal detectors were used by experienced staff to scan for metallic finds during the
archaeological works. Initially, the works area was scanned prior to the stripping of topsoil. The
area was also scanned during the topsoil stripping at regular depth increments. The spoil
resulting from the stripping subject to a metal detector survey. Key archaeological features and
deposits were also scanned.

Restoration of Lands

The general requirements for the restoration of lands are set out in the Soil Resource Plan for
Southam North (Document no.: 1EWo03-FUS_CNA-EV-PLN-CSo7_CL24-000005). The measures
taken complied with the Employer's Technical Standard - Route wide soil resources plan
(Document No. H52-HS2-EV-STD-000-000008).

The full soil resource was reinstated in the correct sequence of layers/horizons, in such a manner
that there was good remaining fissuring to facilitate soil profile drainage and plant root
development.

The disturbed area was first loosened strip by strip by a wing-tined subsoiler. The subsoil was
taken from the stockpile, transported to the loosened strip, and loose-tipped. Soil was placed to
the correct thickness (with an allowance of settlement of up to +20%) by an excavator, which
traversed on the un-loosened strip. This process was repeated for the topsoil.

Land drains or drainage where encountered were not disturbed.

Stakeholder Consultation

Following the stripping of Area C32074 a remote hold point meeting was arranged to discuss the
pre-excavation survey and intervention strategy (1EWo3-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-
000055). This was reviewed and agreed by Fusion, HS2, the LPA Archaeologist and Historic
England.

Throughout the archaeological works Connect liaised with the Fusion HERDS team as outlined
in the LSWSI for Archaeological Recording at Southam North.

A series of weekly reports were submitted to Fusion HERDS manager. These were supplemented
by remote progress meetings held between Connect project manager and Fusion HERDS and
delivery teams. This engagement was furthered by site visits from Fusion HERDS and
Warwickshire LPA.

Documented History of the Site

The baseline information and documented history of the Site and surrounding area is cttlined in
detail in the Project Plan for Trial Trench evaluation at Southam (1EWo03-FU’S-EV-REP-
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1.7.3

1.7.4

1.7.5

1.7.6

1.7.7

CSo07_CL24-007847) and is summarised below.

Geology and Topography

The British Geological Survey (BGS 2021) indicates that the underlying solid geology of (C32074)
lie within interbedded limestone and mudstone deposits of the Rugby Limestone Member. Upon
excavation across the Site the natural geology was a yellow greyish brown clay silt, compacted
with sandstone and chalk inclusions. The natural geology on average lay at c. 0.5m below the site
surface.

The site was situated on gently sloping ground at 93.4m above Ordinance Datum (aOD) in the
northwest and falling to c. 87.5m to the southeast.

Archaeological background

The Site is located in the Community Forum Area 16 (Ladbroke and Southam) and is situated
within archaeological sub-zone (ASZ) 16-14 Southam: west-facing slopes to the River ltchen on
the west side of the B4451. This area occupies gentle slopes between 8om and 95smOD and
historically has been defined by planned enclosure. The ASZ contained no previously known
archaeology other than remnants of ploughed out medieval field systems and post-medieval
activity.

Previous Investigations

The Site has been included in several previous archaeological investigations, the summarised
results of which are discussed below.

Environmental Statement ES 3.5.2.16.7

The Site was included in a remote sensing survey (interpretation of aerial photographs,
hyperspectral imagery and LiDAR imagery) as part of the ES. Well preserved ridge and furrow
cultivation formations were identified across the study area. Find spots of Iron Age and Roman
coins and fragments of Roman pottery were also recorded in the immediate vicinity of the Site
(HER ref. MWA763; MWA765; MWA19204).

Geophysical survey 2017

A geophysical survey was undertaken in 2017 (site CRO1083, 1EW03-FUS-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-
002684), a dense cluster of a linear and curvilinear anomalies were identified within in the Site
these were interpreted as a prehistoric / Roman settlement.

COPA Archaeological Recording 1C18NFCAR

Following on from the results of the geophysical survey, immediately north of the current site
Archaeological Recording was carried out by COPA at the location of the Urgent Works Package
ecological mitigation ponds in 2018 (1EWo03-FUS-EV-REP-CSo07_CL24-007835). The
investigations uncovered a ditch that produced Roman pottery. The ditch may have been part of
a Roman rural settlement, the focus of which would have been to the southeast of the ponds:
The feature most likely served as a boundary delineating the northern extent of the ¢aid
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settlement.

Connect trial trench investigation 1C20SOUTT

Connect Archaeology carried out a trial trench investigation on lands to the southwest of
Southamin July and August 2020. The investigation targeted specific geophysical anomalies and
tested a sample of blank areas within the consolidated construction boundary of the HS2 rail
alignment and associated works. A total of 110 of 112 originally planned trenches were
excavated, and archaeological material was recovered from 26 of these. The trenches which
targeted the dense cluster of geophysical anomalies to the immediate south of 1Ca8NFCAR
generally confirmed the interpretation of settlement activity. Archaeological features included
ditches, pits and evidence of masonry structures. The vast majority of the material culture,
primarily pottery, was dated to the Roman period (1st—3rd century AD) with a smaller quantity of
later prehistoric pottery also identified. The results of this trial trench investigation informed the
programme of Archaeological Recording detailed in the current report. A second site was also
designated for Archaeological Recording, Southam Central 1C21SOUAR, located 132m to the
south-east (1IEW03-FUS_CNA-EV-REP-CSo7_CL24-000051). Here Archaeological Recording was
focused on Mid-Late Iron Age and Roman activity.

Chronological archaeological background
Prehistoric and Roman

There is no known prehistoric activity from the Palaeolithic to Neolithic period within CFA16.
Later prehistoric remains from the Bronze and Iron Age are better represented in the land
surrounding Southam North. An Iron Age coin was found (HE