
EDITORIAL

Medieval ceramics are one of the primary sources for the medieval 
archaeologist* It is therefore important that we study them as 
carefully and critically as any other scholar treats his source 
material*

This first issue of the Group’s Bulletin contains a range of papers 
including accounts of particular industries $ synthetic studies which 
would otherwise he lost in large excavation reports or not published 
at all and technological and methodological approaches to the study 
of ceramics which are of wider application.

In future issues we hope to attract similar articles from all parts of 
Europe# The second number will consist of the first major paper by 
M» Jean Chapelot on his recent research in the Saintonge*

Contributions for number 3 would be welcomed and should be sent to 
Richard Hodges, Department of Prehistory and Archaeology, University 
of Sheffield*

P* Davey,
Institute of Extension Studies, 
University of Liverpool*
February 1978*

R*A* Hodges, 
Department of Prehistory 

and Archaeology, 
University of Sheffield*
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Introduction

The Medieval Pottery Research Group first came into existence in 1975 after a 
series of half day seminars held at the Institute of Archaeology, London, the 
York Archaeological Trust and further informal discussions* For a long time 
beforehand people engaged in the study of post-Roman ceramics had been 
increasingly aware of the need for a vehicle which would allow for a regular 
exchange of views* One of the most pressing problems was for discussion on 
the difficulties associated with the processing and publication of the large 
(at time huge) quantities of pottery being excavated by the recently created 
permanent archaeological teams.

The opportunity arose in February 1975 when the first meeting of what was to 
become the Research Group was convened at Knuston Hall, Northamptonshire. The 
theme, The Analysis and Publication of Pottery was discussed by delegates from 
museums, universities, the Department of the Environment, London, the Office 
of Works, Dublin, Scotland, Belfast, Belgium, Holland, France and many of the 
leading units. Papers read concerned the inadequacies of conventional 
techniques, case studies of methods adopted by or being considered by units 
and museums, the historians approach, the experience of the Study Group for 
Romano-British Coarse Pottery, the Dutch experience as well as a review of 
mathematical and scientific analytical techniques. A direct result of the 
somewhat animated discussion which followed was the creation of a Department 
of the Environment sponsored working party meeting under the chairmanship of 
Mr. J.G. Hurst, M.A., F.S.A., with a brief to enquire into methods of 
processing and publication with an eye to future needs and problems.

A second meeting held at Homcastle, Lincolnshire in March 1976 finally confirmed 
the Group as a new national body having two main objectives. First, to 
continue holding Annual Meetings each in a different place and secondly, to 
publish an Annual Bulletin of which this is the first issue. It was decided 
at Horncastle that the Officers of the Group, to be re-elected or changed 
at each Annual Meeting, should consist of a President, Honorary Secretary, 
Honorary Treasurer and Editor.

The Homcastle meeting has as its theme Late Saxon Pottery in Eastern England 
with papers discussing recent work on urban and rural sites in East Anglia, 
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire and trans-North Sea trade. The combination 
of lectures on the archaeological aspects with others examining ceramic evidence 
proved to be a very effective formula to be used as the basis for future meetings 
The meeting closed with further discussion on the deliberations of the working 
party.

The second major aspect of the Group’s activities is to be the production of 
an Annual Bulletin which will be concerned, it is hoped, with all types of 
ceramics from pottery vessels, roof furniture, industrial items, toys, and 
floor tiles during the period from the fifth to the fifteenth centuries A.D. 
Contributions on earlier or later ceramics will also be included from time to 
time where relevant.

Production of the Bulletin is expensive and it is hoped that members will 
subscribe promptly at the beginning of each Bulletin year (first of February), 
Preferably by Bankers Order (form enclosed). Membership as at February 1977 
consisted of over two-hundred, including several institutions and continental 
subscribers.

As an adjunct to its main activities it is hoped that the Group will organise 
an occasional series of inexpensive, one-day seminars to be held on specific 
topics and in easily accessible places. A number of subjects are under 
consideration and members will be notified of them in due course. Any 
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suggestions for seminars would be welcome and should be sent to the Honorary 
Secretary,

Michael R. McCarthy 
Honorary Secretary

La societe pour ceux qui s*interessent a 1’etude de la ceramique medievale (The 
Medieval Pottery Research Group, MPRG) fut nee en 1975 apres une serie de semin- 
aires de demi-joum^e qui ont eu lieu a The Institute of Archaeology, Londres, 
The York Archaeological Trust, et d’autres discussions informelles. Pendant bien 
longtemps auparavant ceux qui s'interessent a 1'etude de la ceramique apres-romaine 
devenaient de plus en plus conscients du manque d'un moyen d'echanger regulierement 
d’idees. Un des besoins des plus urgent fut pour la discussion des difficultes 
lies au traitement et a la publication des grandes (et quelquefois des vastes) 
quantites de poterie fouilleespar des permanents equipes archaeologiques recemment 
etablis.

Ce fut en fevrier 1975» a la premiere reunion de ce qui deviendrait le MPRG, que 
1*occasion se presenta. Rassembles a Knuston Hall en Northamptonshire, pour 
discuter ’LrAnalyse et la Publication de la Ceramique' des delegues des musees, 
des universites, The Department of the Environment, Londres, The Office of Works, 
Dublin, Belfast, de 1'Ecosse, de la Belgie, de 1'Hollande, de la France, et 
beaucoup des equipes des plus importants firent conference sur les imperfections 
des techniques conventionaux, (des etudes) des methodes deja utilis^es ou 
contemplees par des equipes et des musees, L’attitude des historians, les 
experiences de ceux qui etudent la ceramique romano-britannique et les experiences 
des hollandais. Il y eut aussi une revue des techniques mathematiques et scien- 
tifiques de 1*analyse. La resultat immediat de la discussion assez animee qui en 
suivit fut 1’etablissement d’un groupe, soutenu par le Department of the Environment 
et dirige par M, J.G. Hurst, qui devait examiner les differentes methodes du trait- 
ment et de la publication de la ceramique en vue des problemes et des besoins a venir,

Suivant une deuxieme reunion a Homcastle en Lincolnshire, en mars 1976, le 
Groupe fut finalement confirm© comme un nouveau corps national ayant deux buts 
principaux, D'abord la continuation des assemblies annuelles, chacune dans un 
lieu different, et puis la publication d'un bulletin annuel, dont ceci est le 
premier. Il fut decide a Homcastle que la constitution du groupe devait etre 
compose© d'un president, un secretaire d’honneur, un tresorier d’honneur, et 
un editeur, qui seraient reelus ou changes a toutes les assemblies annuelles.

Le sujet du debat Horncastle fut 'La Ceramique Tardive des Saxons dans 1'est 
de 1'Angleterre’. On fit conference sur des travaux reoents sur des chantiers 
urbains ainsi que des chantiers ruraux dans East Anglia, Lincolnshire et North­
amptonshire et sur le commerce travers la mer du Nord, et la combination de 
cours qui se traitaient des aspects archaeologiques avec d'autres qui examinaient 
I'evidence de la ceramique s’affirma comme modele tres productive, a devenir 
1'example pour des reunions a venir. L'assemblee conclut avec encore de debat 
sur des deliberations du Groupe.

Le deuxi^me aspect le plu s important des fonctions du Groupe est la publication 
d'un bulletin annuel qui devra se traiter de tout© sorte de ceramique, des 
vaisseaux en poterie, du mobilier des toits, des objets industriels, des carreaux 
et des jouet de 5ieme au 15ieme siecle. De temps en temps il y aura aussi des 
articles sur la ceramique plus tot ou plus tard ou cela entre en ligne de compte.

La publication du bulletin coute beaucoup, et des affilies du MPRG sont pries de 
souscrire promptement au debut de l’annee du bulletin (le Her fevrier), prefer- 
ablement par mandat. A present les affilies du MPRG nombrent plus de 200, y 
compris plusieurs institutions et des souscripteurs continentaux.
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