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Although interest in the early Islamic archaeology of the Maghreb (Libya, 
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco) has developed steadily in recent years, the 
typological study and dating of North African Islamic pottery by archaeologists 
still has to rely heavily on finds published elsewhere in the western 
Mediterranean, in particular in Italy.
It is equally frustrating for those working in Europe to find their Islamic 
imports virtually undatable except by association with already—classified 
European material.

While projects involving archaeologists from both sides of the western 
Mediterranean are only just beginning to come to terms with these problems, 
the information on North African pottery which is available in print is 
both scanty and widely scattered. A relatively comprehensive bibliography 
of works on Islamic art published before January 1972 has been compiled by 
K.A.C. Creswell (N. Africa: 1961, 750-755; 1973, 231-232). The following
bibliography therefore lists works which do not appear in Creswell*s work, 
as well as a handful of the more important ones that do. We have followed 
Creswell’s example in including post-medieval and Berber pottery and have 
also included a few of the more pertinent works dealing with finds of North 
African pottery, in southern Europe, and with the medieval ceramics trade 
insofar as it affects North Africa.

List of Abbreviations

Albisola “ Atti del Convegno Internazionale della Ceramica, 
Albisola.

BACTH — Bulletin Archeologique du Comite des Travaux 
Historiques et Scientifiques.

BAM — Bulletin d*Archeologie marocaine.

CRAI - Comptes Rendus: Academie des Inscriptions et 
Belles Lettres.

Faenza “ Bollettino del Museo Internazionale delle Ceramiche, 
Faenza.

Libyca AAP “ Libyca - anthropologie, archeologie, prehistoire.

Med, Arch. - Medieval Archaeology.

Rev. Archeol. - Bevue Archeologique.

Rev. Tun. - Revue Tunisienne.

Trans. Oriental Cer. Soc. — Transactions of the Oriental Ceramics Society.
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Carthage’, CRAI, 507-529.
515, mention of Islamic pottery found in ’silos' as being of 
varied decoration, often with figures of deer and fish (no illus.).
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Tunisie, Le Moyen Age, Tunis.
184-185, illus. of a green-glaze narrow-necked jug, 10-llc.
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Deutsches Archaologisches Institut Abteilung,Madrid.
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small jars, lampstand, coarsewares, etc.

Echallier, J.C., 1976. ’Mise en evidence du courant d'echange dans le Sahara 
medieval par 1'etude mineralogique de poteries communes', 
Arch^ologie Medi^vale, 6, 329-333.
Berber pottery of the 13—16c.
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Ethnography, London.
Section on pottery of Kabylie.
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114-161, figs. 23—40, ceramic sequence from lc. to Middle Ages: 
jugs, lamps and painted jars similar to Berber products.
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Hurst, J.G. (ed.) 1969. ’Red—painted and glazed pottery in Western Europe from 
the eighth to the twelth century’, Med. Arch., 13, 93—147.
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pottery motifs.
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Mahjoubi, A., 1968. ’Henchir el—Faouar', Africa, 2, 293-312.
299, mention of early Islamic pottery and an 8c. coin from site 
in N. Tunisia.

Mannoni, T., 1968-69. 'La ceramica medievale a Genova e nella Liguria', 
Studi Genuensi, 7, (whole issue).
Islamic imports catalogued: stamp-impressed jars (6a); green- 
glazed wares (26a, 76); green-glaze with manganese decoration (32); 
'cuerda seca1 (80); cobalt and manganese (81); Spanish lustre 
and blue-and-lustre (86); yellow with manganese decoration (82).
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Mannoni, T., 1971. ’Ceramiche medieval! rinvenute in Liguria: produzioni 
locali ed importazioni. Saggio di ricera archeologica-mine- 
ralogica’, Albisola, 4, 439-471.
The analysis includes Islamic samples of pottery with green glaze, 
yellow glaze with manganese decoration, cobalt and manganese, etc.

Mannoni, T», 1972. ’Analisi mineralogiche e tecnologiche delle ceramiche.
Nota II*, Albisola, 5, 107-128.
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(Publn. de L’Institut des Hautes Etudes marocaines, 62), Paris. 
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Marrakech (Publn. de 1’Institut des Hautes Etudes marocaines, 54), 
Paris.
Some examples reminiscent of Tunisian pottery: e.g. those with 
manganese decoration, lamps, impressed common wares (white and red 
fabric), etc.

Munne, A.B., Llubia Munne, L.M., 1949. Ceramica Catalana Decorada. Arab 
influence 13-16c. Long bibliography on Hispano-Moresque topics.

Poinssot, C., 1967. ’Sondage dane le sous-sol du Capitole de Thugga (1955)’, 
Les Cahiers de Tunisie, 15, 169-181.
2 fragments of stamp-impressed jars dated roughly to ll-15c.

Poinssot, C., Lantier R., 1925. (Thuburbo Maius, Tunisia), BACTH, 71-88.
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Faenza, 42, 52-56.
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Libyca AAP, 13, 287-309.
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Pottery from Kairouan, Mahdiyya, etc., as well as modern examples 
of local and Berber pottery.
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delle chiese Pisane’, Albisola, 3, 271-277.
Several close parallels with Carthage (Tunisia) material, 
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Egyptian Fatimid Lustre.

57



Torre, p., 1974. ’Alcune collezioni di ceramiche ispano-moresche conservate 
nelle raccolte pubbliche italiane’, Albisola, 7, 115-133.
Mostly 14-15c. examples,
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Medioevod rapporti con 1'Africa settentrionale*, Albisola, 
4, 431-437.
Literary sources for late Medieval trade between the Maghreb and 
Italy.

Ventrone, G.V., 1974. 'La problematica della ceramica Islamica del Nord Africa’, 
Albisola, 7, 85—102, 
Of limited value.

Whitehouse, D., 1967. 'The Medieval Glazed pottery of Lazio*, PBSR, 35, 40-86.
56ff., Spiral Ware has also just been identified from the 
collections in Carthage, in similar medieval contexts.

Whitehouse, D., 1971. *La Liguria e la ceramica medievale nel mediterraneo', 
Albisola, 4, 263-294.
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Actes du 79e Congres Nationale des Societes Savantes, Alger 1954 
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