
MEDIEVAL CERAMICS ANNUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 1985

An estimated four-fifths or more of the available sources relevant to British 
medieval pottery studies have been covered for the 1985 bibliography, which consists 
of 354 entries, of which 324 come from journals and thirty from books or monographs. 
Sixty-eight of an estimated seventy-five relevant national journals were searched, 
and sixty-five of about one hundred relevant county journals. Of the forty-two periodical 
titles remaining, many have either not appeared this year, or are of marginal relevance,

Before summarizing the results obtained, it must be mentioned that coverage 
was better in some places than others. Good coverage was obtained for Avon, 
Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Cleveland, Cornwall, 
Cumbria, Derbyshire, Devon, Durham, Gloucestershire, Hertfordshire, Isle of Man, 
Lancashire, Lincolnshire, Greater London, Greater Manchester, Norfolk, 
Northamptonshire, Northumberland, Oxfordshire, Somerset, Staffordshire, Suffolk, 
Tyne and Wear, West Midlands County, Wales, Scotland and Ireland.

Coverage for Dorset, Hampshire, Hereford and Worcester, Humberside, 
Northumberland, Shropshire, Warwickshire and the Channel Isles was partial; 
entries for Essex arrived too late for compilation. The problem areas were Kent, 
Yorkshire, Wiltshire and Berkshire, Surrey and Sussex - new compilers are urgently 
sought for these areas.

An aspect of coverage which was difficult to control or even to assess without 
going over contributors' results individually, was the extent to which mentions of 
medieval pottery finds, providing no information beyond the find-spot, appear in the 
bibliography. Such entries were supplied by a minority of contributors. They were 
too unspecific to appear in the Index, and very time-consuming to collect. In the 
interests of formulating a policy regarding such notes, the views of members of the 
group concerning the desirability of requesting contributors to submit such entries in 
years to come, would be welcome.

This year an Index has been drawn up, allowing an over-view of the concentrations 
of pottery studies reported in the past year. The vast majority of articles concerned 
pottery found at a particular site, but the interest and usefulness of the small number 
of 'synthetic' articles, and the somewhat larger number of ’multi-site' articles, was 
often commented upon by the contributors.

There was documentary or historical dating evidence for only a very few 
(twenty-one, about 5%) of the pottery finds. One of these was Middle Saxon (164), 
one Saxo-Norman (238), one early medieval (120) and two were of Highly Decorated 
type (152, 170), otherwise the dating evidence all pertained to the post-medieval or 
modern periods. The one coin hoard pot reported on was post-medieval.

Fifty-nine reports mentioned kilns, wasters or other industrial evidence. 
There were no Early Saxon and only one significant Middle Saxon example; several 
Saxo-Norman and early medieval examples, and many from all the succeeding periods, 
wdth a notably large proportion of Highly Decorated examples. Forty-one instances of 
imported wares were mentioned, belonging to all periods except the Early Saxon.
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Floor tiles and roof furniture were published from Avon, Buckinghamshire, 
Cleveland, Devon, Dorset, Essex, Gloucestershire, Hampshire, Kent, Lincolnshire, 
Greater London, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, Shropshire, Surrey, Tyne and 
Wear, Warwickshire, Wiltshire, Yorkshire and Ireland.

Finally, one perhaps surprising result to emerge from this cursory study of 
the 1985 bibliography concerns quantification and fabric description. Despite the time 
and verbiage devoted to these subjects by the Group up to the present time, only 
nineteen articles (and fewer authors) provided both this year; it would be interesting 
to know why.

The compiler offers grateful thanks to contributors John Allan, Duncan Brown, 
Anne Jenner, Sarah Jennings, John Kenyon, Maureen Mellor, Charlie Murray, 
Mike Ponsford, Janet Rutter, Pauline Skipworth, Lesley Simpson, Mike Stokes, 
and Blaise Vyner.

Lauren Adams Gilmour
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Medieval Pottery Research Group Bibliography: Abbreviations

2. Type of report 5. Dating (cont.)

3.

EX Excavation
CO Collection
FI Fieldwalking
SY Synthes is
CF Casual find
OT Other

Ceramic categories present

Site:
SS Stratified sequence
CG Closed groups
US Unstratified
Associations:
CS Coins
CH Coin hoard pot
AR Architecture

4.

DO Domestic
KF Kiln furniture
OT Other
IN Industrial
WA Wasters
UN Uncertain
RF Roof furniture
IM Imports
FT Floor tiles
CP Clay pipes

Ceramic descriptions: quantification 6.

TY Typology etc.

Documents:
TPQ Terminus post quern
TAQ Terminus ante quern

Analys is:
CD C14
DE Dendrochronology
TH Thermoluminescence
OT Other

Site
SC Sherd counts
EV Estimated vessel equivalents
WE Weight
OT Other 7.

MS Multi-site
UN Unknown

Type of site

5.

MV Minimum vessels
NO None

Fabrics:
GU As Guidelines
OR Other
TS Thin section
NN None 
PA Partial

Dating

MO Monastic
CE Cathedrals & ecclesiastical palac<
CC Churches and chapels
RP Royal palaces
MM Moats /manors
TO Towns
VI Villages
IN Industrial
CN Castles & naval earthworks
FA Farms

ES Early Saxon 400-650
MS Middle Saxon 650-850
SN Saxo-Norman , 850-1150
EM Early medieval 1150-1250
HD Highly decorated 1250-1400
LM Late medieval 1400-1500 8.

CO Communications
SP Sports & pastimes
WR Wrecks
OT Other

Location
PM Post-medieval 1500-1750
MO Modern 1750 +

MA Material
RE Records
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