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Editorial note
After a gap of just over five years it seems fitting that this bumper volume has been published to
coincide with the 50th anniversary of the Bedfordshire Archaeological Council. There have been a
number of reasons for the long gap in publication and although at one point we were short of articles, the
principle reason is simply one of time. To this end I am extremely grateful to my colleague, David
Ingham, who has acted as joint editor and been instrumental in driving things forward towards final pub-
lication.With a number of articles now waiting for the next volume we can announce that such a long gap
in publication is unlikely to happen for the foreseeable future.
Sadly this volume contains the obituaries of two stalwarts of Bedfordshire archaeology: John Bailey

andAngie Simco; both of whom have contributed immensely to the understanding of the county’s archae-
ology. This volume contains a re-print of John Bailey’s seminal article on the development of carpentry
in Bedfordshire, first published in 1998.
James Dyer has contributed his own personal view of the first 50 years of the Council and although we

can reflect on the differences between the world into which the Council was born and the one we are
working in now, there are still many challenges to face. Whatever one’s views of the impact of privately-
funded developer archaeology, the archaeological profession remains committed to undertaking good
archaeology and publishing results; indeed public dissemination is now more strongly enshrined in the
planning system with the publication of PPS5. Commercial funding does of course mean that a large part
of the volume is self-financing and although, as already alluded to, there may be differing views of the
post-1991 rise of archaeology-as-a-business, the BedfordshireArchaeological Council welcomes the sub-
mission of articles from all sectors. It is, however, important that anyone undertaking archaeological
research does considers how the work will be funded and published, particularly if that work involves
intrusive fieldwork.
The BedfordshireArchaeological Council remains the only formal grouping of curatorial, voluntary and

commercial archaeologists based in the historic county of Bedfordshire and whilst there is much future
debate to be had on the role of the Archaeological Council and the way in which archaeological results
should be disseminated in an accessible and informative way, it is hoped that this new volume will help
give that much needed boost.

Hester Cooper-Reade
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