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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

PETER ALLEN graduated as a geologist and worked for the British Geological Survey for 34 years. On 
retirement he switched to archaeology and was chairman of the Bingham Heritage Trails Association for 
15 years during which time the whole parish was field walked and 73 test pits dug within Bingham in two 
HLF-funded projects.

GEOFF ASHTON took a Masters Degree in sociology in 1965 and then worked for British Coal 
in operational research and later personnel management culminating in the introduction into Opencast 
Executive of personal computers and Geographic Information Systems. He took early retirement in 1992 
and, having an interest in archaeology and local history, became founder deputy chairman of BHTA in 2000. 
He became chairman in 2015. 

MATTHEW BERESFORD BA(hons), MA, ACIfA is a consultant archaeologist who specialises 
in community archaeology, education and research, and is director of MBArchaeology (http://www.
mbarchaeology.co.uk/). He is actively engaged in a number of community archaeology projects in the region 
including Kelham and Southwell.

ROSALYS COOPE FSA is an independent architectural historian. Her publications include Salomon de 
Brosse (1972), The ‘Long Gallery’ : Its Origins, Development,Use and Decoration, (Architectural History, 
29, 1986). She was for many years President of the Thoroton Society. She has concentrated her attention 
more recently on the history of Newstead Abbey. She is, with Pete Smith, co-author of Newstead Abbey; A 
Nottinghamshire Country House: Its Owners and Architectural History 1540–1931.

RICHARD DAVIS is an Honorary Research Fellow in the Department of Archaeology at the University 
of Nottingham. His current research project is a comparison of the Bronze Age metalwork from the Rivers 
Trent and Witham.

JOHN FISHER is a retired academic who taught at Newcastle University in Australia for many years. He 
has previously published a number of articles on South Nottinghamshire politics and land tenure relations 
in the nineteenth century. He now lives in Shelford, Nottinghamshire.

TREVOR FOULDS FSA Independent scholar. Documentary historian with Nottingham City Museums 
1987 to 2009. Major projects included transcription of the medieval rolls of the Nottingham borough court, 
research for Nottingham castle, the ducal palace, and the first two dukes of Newcastle upon Tyne. One of 
the co-editors of the White Book of Southwell Minster.

NATASHA HARLOW is a PhD student in the Department of Archaeology at the University of Nottingham, 
and is a specialist in Iron Age and Roman material culture.

SCOTT LOMAX is the Acting City Archaeologist for Nottingham. He is based within Nottingham City 
Museums and Galleries (part of Nottingham City Council). Scott has a special interest in medieval and early 
post-medieval Nottingham. A key focus of Scott’s research involves the impact of epidemics such as plague.

ALISON MONTGOMERY has a PhD in History and subsequently studied Heritage and Museum 
Management. She is employed in the Community and Research team at Trent & Peak Archaeology, 
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supporting local groups to develop and deliver community heritage and archaeology projects. She is also 
a Trustee of the Nottinghamshire Local History Association and Editor of the Nottinghamshire Historian. 
 
GILLIAN MORRALL qualified as a teacher from Newcastle upon Tyne University having studied history 
as a main course, and worked as a Primary school teacher in Toton. Since retiring she has served as the 
honorary archivist for Beeston & District Local History Society and has conducted much research into the 
history of Toton Manor.

HANNAH NICHOLSON is a PhD student at the University of Nottingham where her thesis examines 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth century political culture and election literature from across the East 
Midlands. She also sits on the council of the Thoroton Society. 

PETE SMITH FSA was for many years a Senior Architectural Investigator with English Heritage and 
is now an independent architectural historian. He has published extensively on various aspects of the 
architectural history of the English country house. He is co-author, with Dr Rosalys Coope, of Newstead 
Abbey; A Nottinghamshire Country House: its Owners and Architectural History 1540–1931.

STEPHEN WALKER was, for many years, the Head of Geography in a Nottinghamshire secondary school. 
After retiring, he carried out a PhD project at Nottingham University into the early Industrial Revolution in 
the Leen valley. Since 2000, he has been the Chairman of the Moor Pond Woods Project Steering Committee, 
and has coordinated their archaeological investigation.

ALASTAIR WILLIS is the Finds Liaison Officer for Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. He is based at 
Derby Museum and Art Gallery and, as part of the Portable Antiquities Scheme, records archaeological 
objects found by members of the public.
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