
 

 

 

 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Wales Bay) 

On-line research into the Grounding of: 

Rare Plant (Schooner) 
 

 
 

2 Masted Schooner 

 
 

Report compiled by: 

Gareth J.S. Davies 
 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

2 
 

  

 

Report Title: Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 
(North Cardigan Wales Bay) 

On-line research into the Grounding of: 
Rare Plant (Schooner) 

 
 
 

 
Compiled by:                Gareth J.S. Davies 

Manila, Philippines 

Email/Skype: davies_j_gareth@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of: Nautical Archaeology Society 
Fort Cumberland 

Fort Cumberland Road 

Portsmouth 

PO4 9LD 

Tel: +44 (0)23 9281 8419 

E-mail: nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org 

Web Site: www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org 

 

 

 

 

Managed by: Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit 
17 Hornyold Road 

Malvern 

Worcestershire 

WR14 1QQ 

Tel: +44 (0)1684 574774 

E-mail: MADUdiving@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.madu.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

Date: Dec 2021 

 
 
 

 
Report Ref:                                Leave blank 

 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:davies_j_gareth@hotmail.com
mailto:nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
http://www.madu.org.uk/
http://www.madu.org.uk/


Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

3 
 

1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Rare Plant, (MADU 

Ref#317), built and launched at Dartmouth Devon in 1866. 

 

The Rare Plant initially sailed Trans Atlantic routes between the UK via the Azores/Portugal to 

Newfoundland, Brazil and the West Indies and vice versa. On some trips the Rare Plant would 

voyage to Mediterranean Ports in Spain, Italy and Greece from Newfoundland. After a change in 

ownership the Rare Plant stopped sailing Trans Atlantic and sailed between U.K, Ireland and 

North Sea European ports. Cargoes carried included raw materials, processed materials, fruits, 

fish and timber. 

 

On Oct 08th 1896, the Rare Plant ran aground during a severe storm at Abersoch Bay Wales. The 

crew were rescued by the Penrhyndu Abersoch Lifeboat. Reports state that the Rare Plant was 

wrecked. However research shows that the Rare Plant was not wrecked but was refloated and 

kept sailing until May 17th 1908 when she collided with a steamer near Land’s End and sank. The 

crew were rescued.  

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner Rare Plant was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history from the mid 19th century to early 20th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref. 

317 08/10/1896 Rare Plant Caernarfonshire Abersoch grounded Schooner wood rc, rh, ch, iwj 

 

On Oct 08th 1896, the Rare Plant ran aground during a storm at Abersoch Bay Wales. The crew 

and two passengers were safely rescued from the Rare Plant by the Penrhyndu Abersoch lifeboat. 

The Rare Plant was refloated and continued to sail until 1908 when after a collision with a 

steamer off Land’s End she sank. The crew was picked up safely. 

 

 

Fig 2: Location of Rare Plant Grounding, Oct 08 1896 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Rare Plant 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Rare Plant in LR 1867 and MNL 1868  

 

Using Google and Keyword Rare Plant, websites/pages for 

references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Grounding of 

Rare Plant (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Rare Plant (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Rare Plant  

 Type Sailing Ship – Schooner 

  General cargo 

Built  Date Launched: Aug 1866   

  Delivered: Sep 1866   

 Builder Moore 

  Dartmouth 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads N/A 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details 2 masts 

Dimensions Length 90 ft 2 in 

 Beam 21 ft 5 in 

 Draught 11 ft 7 in 

Tonnage Gross 128 grt 

 Net 98 nrt  

Owners 1866 F. Baddeley, Brixham 

 1884 E. Tabb, Padstow 

 1885 C. Allport, Padstow 

Registry Port 1866 Brixham; 1879 Guernsey; 1884 Padstow  

 Flag GBR 

 Number 51346 

 Code H.L.N.C 

History Routes Trans Atlantic to Newfoundland, West Indies, Brazil, Azores, U.K 

Coastal, Ireland, North Sea European Ports, Mediterranean 

 Cargo Raw materials, refined materials, fruits, fish 

Grounded Date 08/10/1896 

 From Manchester  

 To Tynemouth 

 Captain W.H. Tabb 

 Crew 5 and 2 passengers 

 Cargo N/A 

 Location Abersoch Bay, Wales 

 Cause Weather 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Grounded/refloated. Crew saved by Penrhyndu Abersoch 

lifeboat. 

Sunk Date 17/05/1908 

 From N/A 

 To N/A 

 Captain W.H. Tabb 

 Crew 4 

 Cargo N/A 

 Location Off Pendeen, Land’s End Cornwall 

 Cause Collided with the steamship Hartland in thick fog 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Sank 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The Rare Plant was built and launched at Dartmouth Devon in Sep 1866. The Rare Plant was 

registered at Brixham Devon (Appendix A, B, D).  

• The Rare Plant-Brixham initially sailed Trans Atlantic routes between the UK via the 

Azores/Portugal to Newfoundland, Brazil and the West Indies and vice versa. On some trips 

the Rare Plant would voyage to Mediterranean Ports in Spain, Italy and Greece from 

Newfoundland. After a change in ownership the Rare Plant stopped sailing Trans Atlantic and 

sailed between U.K, Ireland and North Sea European ports. Cargoes carried included raw 

materials, processed materials, fruits, fish and timber. 

• In 1879, the Rare Plant was registered at Guernsey, Rare Plant-Guernsey (Appendix H). 

• In 1884, registered at Padstow, Rare Plant-Padstow to new owner (Appendix N). 

• On Oct 08th 1898, the Rare Plant-Padstow ran aground at Abersoch Bay Wales during a 

storm. The crew were taken off and the Rare Plant-Padstow refloated (Appendix S). 

• On May 17th 1908, the Rare Plant-Padstow collided with the steamer Hartland off Pendeen 

Lands End Cornwall in dense fog and sank within minutes. The captain and crew of 4 were 

picked up safely by the Hartland (Appendix X). 

From newspaper articles the Rare Plant was recorded:  

 

1866  

Oct 09: Sailed Swansea Wales for Las Palmas Azores, cargo 227 tons coal. 

Nov 28:  Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Tenerife Azores (Cowell). 

  

1867  

Jan 03: Arrived Hull Humberside from St Michael’s Azores (Cowell). 

Jan 26: Arrived Brixham Devon from Hull Humberside. 

Feb 15: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Brixham Devon. 

Mar 24: Arrived Hull Humberside from St Michael’s Azores (Cowell). 

Mar 08/10: arr/dep St Mawes Cornwall. 13 days from St Michael’s Azores.  

Apr 20: Arrived Dartmouth Devon from Hull Humberside (Cowell). 

May 07-11: Sailed Torbay Devon for Cardiff, cargo 155 tons iron ore (Johnson). 

May 21-Jun 18: Sailed Cardiff for Palermo Sicily Italy, cargo 209 iron plates, 11 tin plates.  

Jun 26: Sailed Palermo Sicily Italy for Lisbon Portugal (Johnson). 

Jul 27: Sailed Lisbon Portugal for Oporto Portugal (Johnson). 

Aug 16-17: Sailed Oporto Portugal for Figueira Portugal (Johnson). 

Aug 22-Sep 10: Sailed Figueira Portugal for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson). 

Oct 20: Arrived Teignmouth Devon from St John’s Newfoundland, cargo dry fish 

(Appendix C). 

Nov 09:  Sailed Teignmouth Devon for St Michael’s Azores (Johnson). 

Dec 10: Arrived Bristol from St Michael’s Azores, cargo oranges (Johnson). 

Dec 17: Sailed Bristol for St Michael’s Azores. 

  

1868  

Jan 15: Arrived London from St Michael’s Azores, cargo 1290 bxs oranges.  

Jan 12: arr/dep Torbay Devon. 

Feb 26: Arrived Bristol from London (Johnson). 

Mar 07-27: Sailed Bristol for St Michael’s Azores (Johnson). 

Mar 13/19: arr/dep Milford. 

Apr 18: Arrived Gravesend Kent from St Michael’s Azores (Johnson). 

Apr 14: put in at Dartmouth Devon.  

Jun 08-24: Sailed Newport Wales for Cadiz Spain (Johnson). 

Jul 09-Aug 06: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson). 

Oct 03-21: Sailed Lisbon Portugal for Leghorn Italy (Johnson). 

Nov 26: Sailed Lisbon Portugal for St Michael’s Azores. 
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1869  

Jan 01-21: Sailed Bristol for St Michael’s Azores (Johnson). 

Jan 09: Lat 49; Long 03. 

Feb 15: Arrived Liverpool from St Michael’s Azores, cargo oranges (Johnson). 

Feb 23: Sailed Liverpool for St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy). 

Mar 04/Mar 12: arr/dep Holyhead Anglesey. 

Apr 05: Sailed Fayal Portugal from St Michael’s Azores for West Indies.  

Jun 15: Arrived Gravesend Kent from Nevis West Indies, cargo hogheads, 23 

tierces, 375 barrels sugar. 

Jun 22-27: Sailed London for Brixham Devon. 

Jun 29-Jul 07: Sailed Brixham Devon for Figueira Portugal (Pemberthy). 

Jul 14: Sailed Figueira Portugal for St John’s Newfoundland.   

Nov 25: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Leghorn Italy (Williams).  

Nov 19: arr Gibraltar from east. 

Dec 17: Arrived Gravesend Kent from St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy).   

Dec 21: Sailed London for Brixham Devon (Pemberthy).   

Dec 25: Sailed Brixham Devon for St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy).   

  

1870  

Jan 08: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Brixham Devon (William). 

Jan 31: Arrived London from St Michael’s Azores, cargo oranges (William). 

Feb 22-Mar 09: Sailed Dartmouth Devon for St Michael’s Azores (William). 

Apr 14: Arrived London from St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy).   

Apr 25: Arrived Middlesbrough Teesside from London, ballast (Pemberthy). 

May 07: Passed Deal Kent from Middlesbrough Teesside for Newport Wales.  

Jun 06-17: Sailed Newport Wales for Cadiz Spain. 

Jul 07-Aug 04: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Pemberthy). 

Sep 01-24: Sailed St John’s Newfoundland for Lisbon Portugal (Pemberthy). 

Sep 25-27: Sailed Lisbon Portugal for Figueira Portugal (Pemberthy). 

Oct 30: Sailed Figueira Portugal for St Michael’s Azores.   

Nov 28: Arrived Gravesend Kent from St Michaels’s.  

Dec 03-18: Sailed London for Brixham Devon and St Michael’s Azores.  

Dec 05: off Start Point Devon.  

  

1871  

Jan 08: Arrived Gravesend Kent from St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy).   

Jan 17-Feb 08: Sailed Gravesend Kent for Brixham Devon and St Michael’s Azores.  

Feb 16: Sailed St Michael’s Azores for Hull Humberside (Pemberthy).   

Apr 18: Arrived Figueira Portugal from Newcastle, cargo coals (Pemberthy).   

Mar 30: arr Dartmouth Devon. 

May 04-May 27: Sailed Figueira Portugal for St John’s Newfoundland (Pemberthy). 

Jul 02-10:  Sailed St John’s Newfoundland for Queenstown Ireland.  

Jul 10: Sailed Queenstown Ireland for Greenock Scotland, cargo 356 casks fish oil 

or train oil. 

Jul 27-Aug 16: Sailed Greenock Scotland for St John’s Newfoundland, cargo coal. 

Sep 27:  Arrived Lisbon Portugal from St John’s Newfoundland (Pemberthy). 

Oct 13-Nov 17: Sailed Lisbon Portugal for St John’s Newfoundland (Pemberthy). 

Dec 14: Sailed St John’s Newfoundland for Pernambuco Brazil (Pemberthy). 

  

1872  

Jan 28: Arrived Pernambuco Brazil from St John’s Newfoundland. 

Feb 06-Mar 29: Sailed Pernambuco Brazil for Falmouth Cornwall, cargo sugar.  

Apr 10-13: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Greenock Scotland (Pemberthy). 

May 11: Arrived Cardiff from Greenock Scotland (Pemberthy). 

Jun 01-10: Sailed Cardiff for Cadiz Spain, cargo 217 tons coal.   

Jun 23-Jul 11: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Pemberthy). 

Nov 25: Arrived Leghorn Italy from Labrador Canada (Pemberthy). 

Dec 14: Sailed Leghorn Italy for St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy). 
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1873  

Jan 15: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Gibraltar (Pemberthy). 

Jan 18-Feb 14: Sailed St Michael’s Azores for Liverpool in heavy storms (Appendix E). 

Mar 05-Mar 21:  Sailed Liverpool for St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy). 

Mar 31: Arrived Fayal Portugal from St Michael’s Azores (Pemberthy). 

Apr 02-07: Sailed Fayal Portugal for Terceira Azores (Pemberthy). 

May 07: Arrived London from Terceira Azores (Pemberthy). 

May 03: arr/dep Falmouth Cornwall. 

May 27: Put in at Brixham Devon from London.  

Jun 25-Jul 14: Sailed Swansea Wales for Fayal Portugal, cargo 216 tons coal (Johnston). 

Jul 22-29: Sailed Fayal Portugal for Figueria Portugal via Oporto Portugal (Johnston). 

Aug 08-Sep 01: Sailed Figueira Portugal for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnston). 

Nov 01: Arrived Gibraltar from Newfoundland (Johnston). 

Nov 04-11: Sailed Gibraltar for Genoa Italy (Johnston). 

Nov 30-Dec 23: Sailed Genoa Italy for Cadiz Spain.   

  

1874  

Jan 01-Feb 10: Sailed Cadiz Spain for Rio Grande Brazil (Johnson). 

Apr 12: Sailed Rio Grande Brazil for Falmouth Cornwall, cargo salted hides.  

Apr 18: spoken 28 23S; 44 24W. 

Jun 24: Put in at Brixham Devon for orders. 

Jun 26-Jul 02: Sailed Brixham Devon for Cuxhaven/Hamburg Germany (Johnson). 

Jul 10 Court case against apprentice seaman (Appendix F). 

Jul 18-Jul 26: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Shields Tyneside (Johnson). 

Aug 12-Sep 25: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Yarmouth I.O.W. and Figueira Portugal. 

Aug 22: put in at Brixham Devon. 

Aug 30: passed The Lizard Cornwall, westward. 

Oct 21: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Figueira Portugal (Johnson). 

Dec 09: Dragged anchor off Mumbles Wales and collided with Rivere (Appendix G). 

  

1875  

Jan 25-29: Sailed Cork Ireland for Glasgow, cargo 1432 sks flour (Johnson). 

Feb 23-Mar 15: Arrived St Thomas W. Indies from Glasgow. 

Jun 04: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Arroyo Puerto Rico, cargo sugar.  

Jun 10-17: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Copenhagen Denmark. 

Jun 26-Jul 03: Sailed Copenhagen Denmark for Shields Tyneside. 

Aug 04: Arrived Oporto Portugal from Shields Tyneside (Johnson). 

Jul 23: anchored at Deal Kent.  

Jul 27: put in at Brixham Devon. 

Aug 17: Arrived Figueira Portugal from Oporto Portugal. 

Aug 21-Sep 14: Sailed Figueira Portugal for St John’s Newfoundland. 

Oct 14-Oct 24: Sailed St John’s Newfoundland for St Michael’s Azores (Johnson). 

Nov 19-Dec 10: Sailed St Michael’s Azores for Bristol (Johnson). 

Dec 14: Sailed Bristol for Cardiff, ballast (Johnson). 

Dec 20: Sailed Cardiff for St Michael’s Azores, cargo 210 tons coal.   

  

1876  

Jan 11: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Cardiff (Johnson). 

Feb 06: Arrived Liverpool from St Michael’s Azores (Johnson). 

Feb 12-Mar 11: Sailed Liverpool for St Michael’s Azores.  

Mar 22: Arrived Villarreal Spain from St Michael’s Azores (Johnson).   

Apr 12: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Pomaron Portugal. 

Jun 28: Arrived Cardiff from Jersey (Johnson).  

Jul 06-23: Sailed Cardiff for Cadiz Spain. 

Aug 03-28: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson).   

Nov 08: Arrived Gibraltar from Snug Harbour Labrador Canada. 

Nov 27: Arrived Patras Greece from Gibraltar (Johnson).   

Dec 22: Sailed Patras Greece for Catacolo Greece. 
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1877  

Mar 05: Arrived Gravesend Kent from Patras Greece. 

Feb 15: put in at Brixham Devon for orders (Johnson).   

Mar 27: Sailed Newcastle for Santander Spain. 

May 07: Arrived Cardiff from Santander Spain, 210 tons iron ore. 

May 18-29: Sailed Cardiff for Cadiz Spain, cargo 213 tons coal. 

Jun 09-Jul 01: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson).   

Jun 24: 40N; 33W. 

Nov 23: Arrived Cephalonia Greece from Genoa Italy. 

Nov 28-29: Sailed Cephalonia Greece for Zante Greece (Johnson).   

Dec 17: Sailed Zante Greece for Falmouth Cornwall (Johnson).   

  

1878  

Jan 29: Arrived Brixham Devon from Zante Greece for orders. 

Jan 11: arr Gibraltar  

Feb 06-11: Sailed Brixham Devon for Liverpool (Johnson).   

Mar 03-20: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Liverpool via Terceira Portugal.  

Mar 30-Apr 20:  Sailed St Michael’s Azores for London (Johnson). 

May 11-Jun 04: Sailed London for St Michael’s Azores. 

Jun 18: Arrived Figueira Portugal from St Michael’s Azores. 

Jun 30-Jul 24:  Sailed Figueira Portugal for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson).   

Nov 18: Arrived Genoa Italy from Labrador Canada (Johnson).   

Dec 13: Sailed Genoa Italy for Azores. 

  

1879  

Jan Registered at Guernsey, Rare Plant-Guernsey to same owner (Appendix H) 

Jan 31: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Genoa Italy (Johnson).   

Jan 08: spoken back of Gibraltar.  

Jan 13: sighted off Tarifa Spain. 

Mar 01-27: Sailed St Michael’s Azores for London (Johnson). 

Mar 31-Apr 21: Sailed London for Cardiff (Johnson). 

Apr 30-May 18: Sailed Cardiff for Palermo Sicily Italy, cargo 200 tons coal, 12 bar iron.  

May 26-Jun 01: Sailed Palermo Sicily Italy for Trapani Sicily. 

Jun 04-Jul 21: Sailed Trapani Sicily for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson).   

Nov 03: Arrived Genoa Italy from Red Bay Labrador (Johnson).   

Nov 22-Dec 08: Sailed Genoa Italy for Cadiz Spain (Johnson).   

Dec 15: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson).   

  

1880  

Mar 22: Put in at St Michael’s Azores from St John’s Newfoundland for Lisbon 

Portugal heavily damaged and 2 men lost (Appendix I). 

Apr 19: undergoing repairs after discharging cargo. 

May 20-28: Sailed St Michael’s Azores for Lisbon Portugal (Johnson). 

Jun 14: Arrived Cadiz Spain from Lisbon Portugal (Johnson). 

Jun 21-Jul 16: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Johnson).   

Nov 15: Arrived Leghorn Italy from Labrador Canada. 

Oct 27: spoken at 40N; 21W. 

Dec 18: Passed Gibraltar from east. 

  

1881  

Jan 03: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Leghorn Italy (Johnson).   

Feb 05: Arrived Bristol from St Michael’s Azores. 

Feb 15: Sailed Bristol for Cardiff, ballast. 

Feb 25-Mar 16: Sailed Cardiff for Cadiz Spain, cargo 200 tons coal. 

Mar 28-Apr 29: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland (Dear).   

Jun 02-24: Sailed St John’s Newfoundland for Hamburg Germany, cargo oil.   

Jun 18: put in at Falmouth Cornwall for chart. 

Jul 10-23: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Plymouth Devon, ballast (Dear).   



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

14 
 

Sep 13: Arrived Cardiff, ballast. 

Sep 19-Oct 04: Sailed Cardiff for Cadiz Spain, cargo 200 tons coal. 

Oct 15: Sailed Cadiz Spain for St John’s Newfoundland, cargo salt (Blake).   

Put back and arrived Torbay Devon (Dec 10) due to heavy damage 

(Appendix J). 

  

1882  

Jan 10: Sailed Peterhead Scotland for Shields Tyneside (Blake).   

Jan 26: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Dartmouth Devon. 

Feb 21: Arrived Penarth Wales in ballast. 

Mar 04-Apr 17: Sailed Cardiff for St Lucia W. Indies, cargo 216 tons coal (Blake).   

May 03-Jun 27: Sailed St Lucia W. Indies for Greenock Scotland, cargo sugar, logwood.  

Jun 08: arr Torbay Devon for orders (sugar). 

Jul 07: Arrived Glasgow from Greenock Scotland, light. 

Jul 18: Sailed Glasgow for St John’s Newfoundland, cargo 200 ton coal (Blake).   

Nov 18: Arrived St Michael’s Azores from Lisbon Portugal (Blake).   

  

1883  

Jan 12-Feb 02: Sailed St John’s Newfoundland for Liverpool, cargo seal oil (Appendix K). 

Feb 27-Apr 12: Sailed Liverpool for St Lucia W. Indies via Demerara Guyana (Blake).   

May 24-Jul 10: Sailed St Lucia W. Indies for Flushing Holland. 

Jul 05: arr Torbay Devon for orders. 

Jul 30: Sailed Flushing Holland for Brixham Devon (Blake).   

Aug 31: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Sep 03: Collided with Waldemar in the Mersey resulting in the death of the Master 

(Appendix L). 

Oct 19: Arrived Looe Cornwall from Liverpool. 

Nov 01: Sailed Looe Cornwall for Newport Wales (Tabb). 

Dec 06-18: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Dec 12: Fouled by the Julia in the River Mersey (Appendix M). 

   

1884  

Jan  Registered at Padstow, Rare Plant-Padstow to new owner (Appendix N). 

Jan 01: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Westonpoint Cheshire. 

Jan 20: Arrived Tyneside from Westonpoint Cheshire. 

Feb 04: Sailed Tyneside for Dunkirk France (Tabb). 

Feb 12: Anchored at Yarmouth I.O.W. from Shields Tyneside for Dartmouth Devon.  

Mar 05: Arrived Burryport Wales from Llanelli Wales, light. 

Apr 26-27: Sailed Brightlingsea Essex for Newcastle. 

May 03: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon (Tabb). 

May 04: at anchor Great Yarmouth Norfolk. 

May 08: passed Deal Kent. 

May 30-Jun 09: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jun 21: Sailed Westonpoint Cheshire for Tyneside (Tabb). 

Jun 25: Passed east of Lizard Pt Cornwall (Padstow Cornwall). 

Jul 01: passed Dover Kent. 

Jul 12: Sailed Tyneside for Guernsey. 

Nov 05: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Ellesmere Cheshire (Tabb). 

Dec 02: Arrived Tyneside from Liverpool, cargo salt. 

Dec 13: Sailed Tyneside for Padstow Cornwall.  

  

1885  

Feb 23: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Mar 03-09: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon, cargo coals (Tabb). 

03/05: arr/dep Hartlepool Durham.  

Mar 31: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire. 

May 21: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Cork Ireland. 

Jun 03: Sailed Shields Tyneside for London. 
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Jun 30: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jul 31: Arrived Tyneside from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Oct 03: Arrived Sunderland Wearside from Antwerp Belgium, 180 tons silver sand. 

Oct 17-25: Sailed Sunderland Wearside for Exeter Devon, cargo 200 tons coal. 

Dec 21: Sailed Tyneside for London. 

  

1886  

Apr 03: Report of missing seaman (Appendix O). 

May 05: Arrived Tyneside from Runcorn Cheshire. 

May 08: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Jul 11: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Jul 16: Sailed Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Sep 20: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Nov 02: Passed west of Lizard Pt Cornwall (Padstow Cornwall). 

  

1887  

Jan 18: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Mar 09: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Mar 17: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Jun 19: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Stonehaven Scotland. 

Jun 24: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 01-09: Sailed Exmouth Devon for Ellesmere Cheshire, cargo 207 tons of clay. 

Sep 03: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo coal. 

Oct 06: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon, cargo coal (Tabb). 

Nov 21: Arrived at Hull Humberside from Plymouth Devon (Tabb). 

Nov 15: passed east of Dungeness Kent. 

Nov 20: arr at Grimsby Lincolnshire. 

Dec 05-21: Sailed Hull Humberside for Teignmouth Devon, cargo 200 tons coal. 

  

1888  

Jan 28: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall. Struck Runcorn pierhead 

and was holed by anchor below the waterline on port bow, damage slight. 

Feb 02-25: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Portsmouth (Tabb). 

Feb 20: put in at Portland Dorset 

Mar 03: Sailed Portsmouth for Poole Dorset.   

Mar 23-Apr 11: Sailed Poole Dorset for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Mar 31: dep Fowey Cornwall. 

Apr 14-27: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Exmouth Devon, cargo coal (Tabb). 

Apr 23/27: arr/dep Falmouth Cornwall. 

Jun 10: Arrived Helvoet Holland from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Jun 07: passed Prawle Point Devon. 

Jun 24-27: Sailed Nieuwewaterweg Holland for Gravesend Kent. 

Jul 01: Captain and crew member charged with smuggling (Appendix P). 

Jul 13-24: Sailed Gravesend Kent for Irvine Scotland (Tabb). 

Aug 21-02: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Helvoet Holland, cargo china clay. 

Aug 29: passed up Prawle Point Devon. 

Sep 15-18: Sailed Nieuwewaterweg Holland for Gravesend Kent. 

Oct 02-17: Sailed London for Newcastle (Tabb). 

Oct 13: arr off Spurn head Humberside. 

Oct 23: Sailed Tyneside for Queenstown Ireland. 

Dec 04: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Teignmouth Devon. 

Dec 08: Passed west of The Lizard Cornwall (Padstow Cornwall). 

Dec 11: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Liverpool. 

Dec 28: Sailed Liverpool for Plymouth Devon. 

Dec 31: stranded at Batten Bay Plymouth Devon from Liverpool, cargo 

coal.  Towed off next day. 
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1889  

Jan 12-17: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Cardiff, ballast (Tabb). 

Jan 22: Sailed Cardiff for Jersey, cargo 200 tons coal. 

Feb 19-Mar 06: Sailed Jersey for Sunderland Wearside. 

Mar 15: Sailed Sunderland Wearside for Shields Tyneside. 

Mar 22: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Lowestoft Norfolk. 

Mar 25: Passed Deal Kent from North. 

Apr 20-25: Sailed Charlestown Cornwall for Sunderland Wearside (Tabb). 

May 17-26: Sailed Sunderland Wearside for Dartmouth Devon, cargo 200 tons coal. 

Jun 15: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Aug 14: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Fraserburgh. 

Sep 03: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Oct 09: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Oct 28: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Padstow Cornwall. 

Nov 18 Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Plymouth Devon (Tabb). 

Dec 02: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

  

1890  

Jan 31: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jan 03: put in at Holyhead Anglesey.  

Feb 26: Arrived Newport Wales from Plymouth Devon, cargo 200 tons manure. 

Mar 19-31: Sailed Newport Wales for Padstow Cornwall, cargo 200 tons coal. 

Mar 25/28: arr/dep Padstow Cornwall. 

Apr 12: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Plymouth Devon (Tabb). 

May 29: Arrived Buckie Scotland from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Jun 9-12: Sailed Buckie Scotland for Shields Tyneside. 

Jun 17: Arrived Staiths N. Yorkshire from Shields Tyneside. 

Jun 24-Jul 05: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Par Cornwall (Tabb). 

Jun 29: passed Deal Kent. 

Aug 04: Sailed Antwerp Belgium for London. 

Aug 23-27: Sailed London for Newcastle, cargo 203 tons burnt ore. 

Aug 26: collision off Scarborough Yorkshire (Appendix Q). 

Sep 05-16: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Truro Cornwall via Folkestone Kent. 

Sep 26: Sailed Truro Cornwall for Falmouth Cornwall (Tabb). 

  

1891  

May 03: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Ipswich Suffolk. 

Jul 15: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Stonehaven Scotland. 

Jul 20: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Folkestone Kent. 

  

1892  

Apr 28-May 07: Sailed Antwerp Belgium for Berwick Northumberland, cargo phosphate. 

May 19: Arrived Tyneside from Berwick Northumberland. 

Jun 03: Sailed Tyneside for Fowey Cornwall. 

Jul 25: Arrived Gravesend Kent from Rotterdam Holland. 

Aug 20: Arrived Swansea Wales from London, cargo wheat. 

Sept 05: Sailed Swansea Wales for Plymouth Devon, cargo coal (Tabb). 

Sep 25: Arrived Exmouth Devon from Plymouth Devon (Tabb). 

Oct 07: Sailed Exmouth Devon for Teignmouth Devon, ballast. 

Nov 11: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Nov 15: put in at Holyhead Anglesey. 

  

1893  

Feb 03: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Mar 02: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for St Ives Cornwall. 

Mar 17: Arrived Cardiff from Hayle Cornwall. 

Mar 23-28: Sailed Cardiff for Charlestown Cornwall (Tabb). 

Apr 15-28: Sailed Charlestown Cornwall for St Valery France. 
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May 14-17: Sailed St Valery France for London (Tabb). 

May 30-Jun 05: Sailed London for Newcastle, cargo ore. 

Jun 15-26: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon via Southampton (Tabb). 

Jul 31: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 10-26: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Helvoet Holland (Tabb). 

Sep 10: Sailed Helvoet Holland for Newcastle. 

Oct 02-17: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Cowes I.O.W. via London. 

Nov 15:  Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Nov 23: put in at Penzance Cornwall due to damage (Appendix R). 

Dec 29: Sailed Penzance Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

  

1894  

Jan 18: Sailed Liverpool for Plymouth Devon. 

Apr 27: Sailed Methil Scotland for Plymouth Devon, cargo coal. 

Jul 24: Sailed Shields Tyneside for London. 

Aug 06: Sailed Shields Tyneside for London. 

Aug 30: Arrived Wadebridge Cornwall from Liverpool. 

Sep 04: Sailed Wadebridge Cornwall for Cardiff. 

Oct 08: Sailed Cardiff for Charlestown Cornwall (Tabb). 

Nov 16: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall. 

Nov 24: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon. 

  

1895  

Jan 17: Sailed Pentewan Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Feb 04: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Padstow Cornwall. 

Feb 18-25: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Penryn Cornwall. 

Apr 02-09: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Antwerp Belgium (Tabb). 

Apr 27: Arrived Gravesend Kent from Antwerp Belgium. 

May 27: Arrived Staiths N. Yorkshire. 

Jun 01: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Jun 30: Arrived Glasgow from Teignmouth Devon, cargo clay. 

Oct 02: Sailed Pentewan Cornwall for Liverpool, cargo clay. 

Nov 05: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall (Tabb). 

Nov 27: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire. 

  

1896  

Jan 14: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall (Tabb). 

Jan 19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall.  

Feb 29: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall. 

Mar 31: Sailed Holyhead Anglesey for Padstow Cornwall. 

Apr 29: Arrived Cardiff from Padstow Cornwall. 

May 05: Sailed Cardiff for Charlestown Cornwall. 

May 28: Sailed Charlestown Cornwall for Cardiff (Tabb). 

Jun 12: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Teignmouth Devon. 

Jun 19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Spittle Northumberland. 

Jul 08: Arrived Berwick Northumberland from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Jul 17-18: Arrived Tyneside from Berwick Northumberland, cargo burnt ore. 

Jul 24: Sailed Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 18: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Sep 09: Sailed Manchester for Teignmouth Devon (Tabb). 

Oct 08: Grounded during storm at Hell’s Mouth Wales sailing Manchester for 

Teignmouth Devon (Appendix S). 

Oct 18: Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Manchester (Tabb). 

Nov 09: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Teignmouth Devon. 

Nov 19: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Liverpool. 

Dec 05: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon (Tabb). 

Dec 17: dep Holyhead Anglesey. 
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1897  

Jan 20: Arrived Par Cornwall from Plymouth Devon (Tabb). 

Feb 19: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Par Cornwall. 

Mar 09: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Liverpool. 

Apr 04: Arrived Looe Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Apr 13-14: Sailed Looe-Fowey-Looe Cornwall.  

May 01: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Wearside. 

Jun 02: Sailed Wearside for Tyneside. 

Jun 03-10: Sailed Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon, cargo coal. 

Jul 01: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jul 17: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Padstow Cornwall. 

Aug 14: Arrived Cardiff from Padstow Cornwall. 

Aug 25-Sep 13: Sailed Cardiff for Fowey Cornwall.   

Oct 04-10: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Oct 25: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon. 

Nov 19: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Looe Cornwall. 

Dec 18: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

  

1898  

Jan 19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon (Tabb). 

Feb 12: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Feb 25: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Mar 10: Passed east of Prawle Point Devon. 

Apr 28: Sailed Liverpool for Par Cornwall. 

Jun 04: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Charlestown Cornwall (Tabb). 

Jul 07: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Berwick Northumberland cargo burnt ore. 

Jul 09: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Blyth Northumberland. 

Jul 29: Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Tyneside, cargo coal. 

Sep 04: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall (Tabb). 

Nov 01: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Nov 19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Padstow Cornwall. 

  

1899  

Jan 11: Arrived Swansea Wales from Padstow Cornwall, cargo 160 tons wheat.  

Jan 24-Feb 03: Sailed Swansea Wales for Teignmouth Devon, cargo 200 tons coal. 

Jan 27: arr Falmouth Cornwall. 

Feb 16: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Swansea Wales. 

Apr 02: Arrived Exeter Devon from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo manure, salt. 

Apr 04: Sailed Exeter Devon for Teignmouth Devon. 

Apr 20: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire. 

May 05: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall. 

May 26: Arrived Pentewan Cornwall from Fowey Cornwall. 

Jun 06-17: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jun 27-Jul 20: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Berwick Northumberland.  

Jul 31: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Berwick Northumberland. 

Aug 07-14: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 26: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Sep 10: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire.  

Sep 25: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Teignmouth Devon (Tabb). 

Oct 05-19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Looe Cornwall.  

Oct 13: arr Padstow Cornwall. 

Nov 20: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall. 

Dec 11: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Charlestown Cornwall. 

Dec 17: Fouled and severely damaged by steamer Daventry at Holyhead Anglesey. 

Assisted into refuge harbour (Appendix T). 

  

1900  

Apr 15-28: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 
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May 11-18: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Teignmouth Devon. 

Jun 29: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Teignmouth Devon. 

Jul 05-17: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall, cargo coal. 

Aug 24: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall (Tabb). 

Sep 26: Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Exmouth Devon.  

Oct 21: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Plymouth Devon, cargo clay. 

Oct 15: arr Holyhead Anglesey. 

Oct 28-Nov 19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Looe Cornwall (Tabb). 

Nov 01: arr Holyhead Anglesey. 

Nov 30: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Looe Cornwall. 

  

1901  

Jan 03: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jan 06: arr Holyhead Anglesey. 

Feb 01: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon. 

Mar 01: Bumped heavily at Plymouth Devon by schooner Julia while anchored 

(Appendix U). 

Mar 09: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire 

Mar 28-Apr 20: Sailed Westonpoint Cheshire for Exeter Devon, cargo manure salt. 

Apr 11: dep Holyhead Anglesey. 

Apr 25: Sailed Exmouth Devon for Teignmouth Devon. 

May 02:  Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire. 

May 24-Jun 10: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Berwick Northumberland (Tabb). 

Jun 15-17: Sailed Berwick Northumberland for Shields Tyneside, cargo burnt ore. 

Jul 05-19: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Par Cornwall (Tabb). 

Aug 11: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Par Cornwall, cargo clay. 

Aug 19-27: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Truro Cornwall. 

Oct 03-19: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Oct 03/12: arr/dep Falmouth. 

Oct 29-Nov 03: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall. 

Nov 26: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Dec 17: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall. 

Dec 23: arr Holyhead Anglesey. 

  

1902  

Feb 14: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire.   

Feb 28: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon. 

Jun 09-10: Sailed Berwick Northumberland for Tyneside, cargo burnt ore. 

Jun 21: Sailed Tyneside for London. 

Jul 15: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Plymouth Devon. 

Nov 20: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall, cargo clay. 

Dec 01: Cook injured while at dock at Runcorn Cheshire (Appendix V). 

  

1903  

Mar 10: Sailed Holyhead Anglesey from Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon. 

Jun 06: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Lerwick Shetland. 

Jun 16-22: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 26: Arrived Exeter Devon from Glasgow (Tabb). 

Sep 03: Sailed Exeter Devon for Padstow Cornwall via Teignmouth Devon. 

Sep 24-Oct 02: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Nov 02-09: Sailed Holyhead Anglesey for Exeter Devon. 

Oct 23: arr Holyhead Anglesey from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Nov 19-20: Sailed Exeter Devon for Teignmouth Devon. 

Dec 01-08: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

  

1904  

Jan 22-27: Sailed Padstow Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Mar 05: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire. 
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Feb 24: arr Holyhead Anglesey from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Mar 11: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Plymouth Devon. 

Mar 27-31: Sailed St Mounts Bay Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Apr 21: Arrived Exeter Devon from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

May 01: Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Exeter Devon. 

May 17-28: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Jul 01: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Lerwick Shetland. 

Jul 01: Sailed Berwick Northumberland for Shields Tyneside (Tabb). 

Jul 07-16: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 02-10: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Aug 25: Arrived Salcombe Devon from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Sep 02: Sailed Salcombe Devon for Teignmouth Devon. 

Sep 27-Oct 04: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Nov 06: Arrived Charlestown Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Oct 17/22: arr/dep Holyhead Anglesey. 

Nov 23-Dec 05: Sailed Charlestown Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Dec 12: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Penryn Cornwall. 

  

1905  

Jan 05: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Falmouth Cornwall. 

Feb 01: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Par Cornwall, cargo clay (Tabb).   

Mar 06: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Feb 17: arr Holyhead Anglesey. 

Apr 04: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Plymouth Devon, cargo clay (Tabb).   

Apr 17: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Kingsbridge Devon. 

May 16-26: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

May 31: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Jul 09: Sailed Berwick Northumberland for Tyneside, cargo burnt ore. 

Jul 16: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 14-21: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Sep 17: Arrived Looe Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Dec 09: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Fowey Cornwall (Tabb). 

    

1906  

Jan 24: Arrived Charlestown Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Mar 08: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Charlestown Cornwall, cargo clay. 

Mar 30: Arrived Exeter Devon from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Apr 05: Sailed Exeter Devon for Teignmouth Devon (Tabb). 

Apr 21: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay.   

May 31: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall. 

Jun 18: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Par Cornwall. 

Jun 25-Jul 04: Sailed Par Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Jul 10-19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Exmouth Devon (Tabb). 

Jul 27: Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Exmouth Devon. 

Aug 10-23: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Aug 15: arr Falmouth Cornwall. 

Sep 30: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Penryn Cornwall. 

Oct 13: Arrived Padstow Cornwall from Fowey Cornwall. 

Oct 17-29: Sailed Padstow Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire cargo clay (Tabb). 

Nov 03-14: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall via St Ives Cornwall. 

Nov 16: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Charlestown Cornwall. 

Dec 12: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Charlestown Cornwall. 

Dec 25: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Charlestown Cornwall (Tabb). 

  

1907  

Jan 28: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jan 19: arr Holyhead Anglesey.  

Feb 07: Arrived Par Cornwall from Falmouth Cornwall. 
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Feb 17-Mar 02: Sailed Par Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay (Tabb). 

Apr 02: Arrived Exmouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Apr 14:  Sailed Exmouth Devon for Teignmouth Devon (Tabb). 

May 03-11: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay.   

May 25: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire.   

Jun 23: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Plymouth Devon, cargo clay. 

Jul 13: Arrived Berwick Northumberland from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Jul 20: Sailed Berwick Northumberland for Tyneside. 

Jul 27: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Jul 30: passed Walmer Kent. 

Aug 27:  Collided in Mersey with unknown steamer sailing Teignmouth Devon for 

Runcorn Cheshire (Appendix W). 

Sep 24: Arrived Charlestown Cornwall from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb) 

Oct 09-Nov 02: Sailed Charlestown Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Oct 23: dep Falmouth Cornwall. 

Dec 03: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Dec 22: Sailed Holyhead Anglesey for Plymouth Devon. 

  

1908  

Feb 13: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Plymouth Devon, cargo clay. 

Mar 06: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Runcorn Cheshire (Tabb). 

Apr 25: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Teignmouth Devon, cargo clay. 

May 06: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Par Cornwall. 

May 17: Sunk north of Pendeen, Land’s End Cornwall after colliding with the 

steamship Hartland in thick fog (Appendix X). 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 4 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner Rare Plant. Although reported as wrecked in Abersoch Bay in Oct 1896, 

the Rare Plant was only grounded and the crew saved. The Rare Plant was refloated very quickly 

and continued to sail until May 1908 when it sank off Land’s End after colliding with a steamship. 

Again the crew were saved. 

The schooner Rare Plant was a very active vessel initially sailing trans Atlantic routes between the 

UK via the Azores/Portugal to Newfoundland, Brazil and the West Indies and vice versa. On some 

trips the Rare Plant would voyage to Mediterranean Ports in Spain, Italy and Greece from 

Newfoundland. After a change in ownership the Rare Plant stopped sailing Trans Atlantic and 

sailed between U.K, Ireland and North Sea European ports. Cargoes carried included raw 

materials, processed materials, fruits, fish and timber. 

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations to smaller WebPages 

such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject (See Section 9.1). The quantity 

and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the amount of 

work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were extremely 

useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the operation of 

the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more 

specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g. 

Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused. 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Appropriation Book 1866, Rare Plant 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Appendix B: Lloyd’s Register 1867, Rare Plant 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Appendix C: Sail of Cargo from Newfoundland at Teignmouth, Oct 1867 
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Appendix D: Mercantile Navy List 1868, Rare Plant Brixham 
 

 
 
 

 

Appendix E: Arrived Liverpool from Azores, Feb 1873 
 

 
 
 

 
Appendix F: Court Case against Apprentice Crew Member, July 1874 
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Appendix G: Collided at Mumbles, Dec 1874 
 

 
 

 
 

Appendix H:  Mercantile Navy List 1879, Rare Plant Guernsey 
 

 
 
 

 
Appendix I: Arrived Azores Damaged and With Loss of Life, Mar 1880 

 

 
 
Appendix J:  Put Back for Dartmouth Damaged, Dec 1881  
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Appendix K: Severe Weather in Atlantic, Feb 1883 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Appendix L: Collision in the Mersey, Loss of Master, Sep 1883 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

28 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Appendix M:  Collided in the Mersey, Dec 1883 
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Appendix N:  Mercantile Navy List 1884, Rare Plant Padstow 
 

 
 
 

Appendix O: Disappearance of Crew Member at Runcorn, Apr 1886  
 

 
 
 

Appendix P:  Court Case for Smuggling of Master and Mate, Jul 1888 
 

 
Appendix Q: Collision off Scarborough, Aug 1890  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

30 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Appendix R:  Arrived Penzance Damaged, Nov 1893 
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Appendix S: Ran Aground at Abersoch Bay in Storm, Oct 1896   
 

 
 

During the terrible storm of October 1896 many ships had dropped anchor in Abersoch 

Bay, on the ‘roads’, but a lot of them broke free and drifted at the mercy of the sea. One 

of them had her pumps broken and three of them drifted across Cardigan Bay ending up 

on Abererch beach. They were there for months until there was enough water to re-

float them and get them back out to open sea. I heard many old folk who remembered 

that storm, say that the sea actually went over the St Tudwal’s and that the families of 

those on board the various ships could only watch helplessly as the ships battled 

relentlessly against the elements. The names of the ships that were lost were the 

‘Gibson’ (Fleetwood), ‘Rare Plant’, ‘Mouse’ (Cardigan), John (Padstow), Tapaz (Milford) 

S. Scott (Newport) 

http://www.rhiw.com/y_mor/shipwrecks/llyn_shipwrecks/llyn_e.htm 

Appendix T:  Collision at Holyhead, Dec 1899 
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Appendix U: Collision at Cattlewater Cornwall, Mar 1901 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Appendix V:  Crew Member Injured at Runcorn, Dec 1902 
 

 
Appendix W:  Collision in the Mersey, Sep 1907 
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Appendix X: Collided and Sank off Land’s End, May 1908  
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