SOi.E THOUGHTS CL IIITBITIONS

Villege Dchibitions cre rother like spimping
tops - give them o vhip-up to get them going and
before you know where you cre thcy ~re Zyrating'
ot such 2 poece thnt overyone is left breathless.

This wos certainly the cosc ot the two Village
Ixhibitions encourczed by the Leies. lLocal History
Council in recent ronths, one ot V:-1lton by Kimecote
ond one ot Velthon on tae Volds, I think I can
truly soy thot no one vas so surpriscd as the
orgonisers ot the response, not only from the
visitors, but from the villoge exhibitors.
T-gosures rolled in from every side.

iI amn experience of Villoge Ixhibitions began
o long time ngo, before they became the fashion «
in 164¢ I <lieve - in Desford. I had becone
interested in ny villoge's history ond was o keen
Vooents Iotitute Recoxrd lheeper. I wos fortunate
to have o colleogue who vos Desford born and bred
~nC vho kneu everyone and could tell ne Jjust the
peoplc to ask for old photogrephs, pictures and

bygenes. I..: tire ot all, but with, of couxrse,
a ~sool deal of hord groundvork, we had o Hall full
of exhibits < o foscinated culience. Since then

1c hove put on tio or threce nmore Exhibitions at
intervals of o fow years, cach bigger and better
hon the 1lost, Our nmaterinl nas increcsed cs
the number of scrap beoks, photogrophs and other
treasurcs multinly cs the years go by. A large
notice ot cur first attempt scid "These exhibits
have bcen lent or given to Desford Village Record.
You may have similar things ot hone. Please let
us borrow them or keep them for you in oux Village
Yecord! Iony things werce, in fact, given to us
and ve are hard put to it to house our Village |
DocorC cnd this is o problem to be fzced one day.
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Hovever, the point I wish to molte is that for
the first Dxhibition s.e nade o careful list of
crmiibits ond where they core from, so thot ve could
be surc thot each trezsure wes safely returned.
thie list, luckily, ve [IPT, ol so for future
cceosions we know exactly where to go to berrow again,
It clso encbles us to keep on eye on things, It -n
old person Cies ond it is known thot thore is someone
who would like those ¢ld photosrnphs which no cne
elsc wonts - vell, sonetimes they come our way, though
the utnost toet is nceded in nppronching the bereaved
{omily, of course!

I Co feel thot it is very importent thot o
Villrge iothibition, stuffed with things of locol
interest, should not be clloved to end there end I
would urge all cxgonisers to try to moke o sinple
Inventory of things borroved with nome ond oldress
of lenCers and cny information thot comes to light
as o result of the "y Tcstions” cssion, vhich
es sc successfully folloved the local iistory
C ruecil! tuo cxhibitions. This is nct an ecsy tosk,
ol course, as everything hoppens ot o great speed
tovards the end of the preporctions and o constent
wvoteh nust be lept on exhibits, but if it could be
Cone I zri surce thnt the very greast cdeal of hard work
Jone by the orgonisers would be sc much more vorth
while end losting,

Ve hope to encourage many more exhibitions in
the future - in foct ve have quite o gueue of
interested villoses cmious to hove a go - and if
these could produce ct the end, either to kecep in
the village or to depocit in scre central ploce, o
RecoxC of the Exhibits, we should then be doing o
reclly wiorth while piece of Local llistory.

I,.., Diclzson,
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