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Magee had already begun, however, to look beyond
the Church congresses. He acknowledged that ideas
about the Church had begun to change, so that it was
no longer thought of ‘as an ecclesiastical corporation ....
but as a divine family .... no longer as a mere
department of state, but as a part of a kingdom ..
having its own conditions of citizenship, its own laws,
its own forms and conditions of hfe’,23 and looked
forward to the day when a ‘central and general assembly
by the Church of England will yet be the completion of
her present growth of representative institutions’. He
asked the question too as to ‘whether congresses, having
done their work in the past, might not give place to
other Church assemblies, the formation of which they
have so largely stimulated.?* By 1886 there was a lay
house in the Convocation of Canterbury, though York
did not follow until 1892, and the Congresses gradually
ceased to have their earlier influence. They continued
into the twentieth century - there was another held in
Leicester in 1919 - but it was generally agreed that they
were both ‘more edifying and more boring’.
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