
esteem which had grown between us’.20 Even so, he decided
that he did not like the label of ‘Unitarian’ any more than he
would have liked being called a ‘Trinitarian’; he was
‘simply going from one free church to another’.21 The
Leicester Chronicle commented that:

The town will lose a very powerful religious,
social and political influence, which was all the
more powerful because it acted mainly below the
surface, as it were, and many of us will miss a
real friend.22

What is certain is that Leicester lost a very remarkable man.
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This handbill from 1968 advertises the few remaining
passenger trains along the old Great Central London

Extension line from Nottingham, through Leicester Central
station, to Rugby. The main line route south of Rugby had
already been severed in September 1966, following the
withdrawal of the through services to London Marylebone
and Banbury. This limited local service offered no direct
connections at either end of the route. Tickets were
purchased from the guard on the train and could only be
booked to the few stations on the line. Season tickets were
still available for the declining number of commuters, but
their purchase required a visit to a different (staffed) station
in Nottingham, Leicester, or Rugby. The handbill also states
that cycles and perambulators are carried, but that
passengers are responsible for their removal from stations.
The point was well-made: most of the stations had been
characteristically built with island platforms, where access
from the road level could now only be gained by negotiating
a lengthy staircase. Since all of the stations were now
unstaffed, no assistance or lift would be available. Not
surprisingly, the service was sparsely patronised. It survived
only until May 1969 when the former Great Central route
was totally closed.

Jon Dean

A Handbill for the old Great Central


