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N O T I C E S OF N E W BOOKS. 
A C A L E N D A R O F T H E P I P E R O L L S O F T H E R E I G N O F 
R I C H A R D I . F O R B U C K I N G H A M S H I R E A N D B E D F O R D S H I R E , 

1 1 8 9 - 1 1 9 9 , BY G . HERBERT FOWLER AND MICHAEL W . HUGHES. 

The chief reasons under ly ing the preservat ion of 
official records are financial, and it is there fore 
n a t u r a l t h a t the earl iest of ou r na t iona l archives which 
should have survived should be those of the Cour t of 
Exchequer . Domesday Book, which gives us such a 
wonder fu l ly detai led account of the count ry in the las t 
year of the Conqueror ' s re ign , is no th ing b u t a valu-
at ion for purposes of t axa t ion . The next survival in 
po in t of date is the beg inn ing of the series of na t iona l 
accounts known as the Pipe Rolls . There is an 
isolated rol l for the 31st year of Hen ry 1., and t ime 
may yet b r ing to l igh t the miss ing rolls between t h a t 
date and 1156, when the g rea t series begins which 
has been preserved, wi th only two breaks , down to 
1832, when the old sys tem of keeping accounts was 
abolished. 

I n the volume recent ly issued jo in t ly by the Bucks 
Arch i tec tura l Society and the Bedfordshi re His tor ica l 
Record Society are pr in ted the en t r ies on the Pipe Rol ls 
r e l a t ing to those two count ies fo r the ten years 
between 1189 and 1199. As a genera l ru le the 
objec t ions to the pract ice of p r in t ing ex t r ac t s f rom 
records, even when the selection relates to a par t icu-
lar county , ou tweigh any advan tages to be gained. 
The signif icance of the document as a whole is 
obscured and compara t ive s tudy is impossible. Bu t 
when we are deal ing wi th such cumbersome and 
voluminous mate r ia l as the Pipe Rolls, the a r g u m e n t 
is in f avour of such t r ea tmen t , especially as we may 
have to wait several decades before the or iginals are 
pr in ted in fu l l . Trans la t ion and r e - a r r angemen t are 
per fec t ly safe in such scholarly hands as those of the 
present edi tors , and the resul t of the i r labours , which 
mus t have been considerable, is to give us in a digested 
and most convenient fo rm all t h a t the Pipe Rol ls have 
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io tell us of Buck inghamsh i re and Bedfordshi re dur ing 
the re ign of R icha rd I . 

Some knowledge of the fiscal condit ions and 
machinery of the period is essent ial to a proper under-
s tand ing of the record, and the t ex t is preceded by a 
very in te res t ing in t roduct ion , in which the com-
plicated system of the ancient exchequer is described. 
There was no dis t inct ion in those early days between 
the publ ic revenue and the pr ivate income of the King . 
Certain p a y m e n t s f r o m very var ious sources were 
yearly due to him f rom every county , and he was 
expected "to live of his o w n , " — t h a t is to say, to 
provide fo r the expense of the government , the cour t , 
and the f igh t ing forces of the count ry out of his 
regu la r income, wi thout addi t ional resources by way 
of genera l taxa t ion . 

This o rd inary revenue, as it may be called, was 
collected f rom each county by the sheriff , and rendered 
yearly at the Exchequer at Michaelmas. It consisted 
of the " f a r m of the shire, a fixed p a y m e n t f rom the 
sheriff in lieu of the ren ts and profits of the royal 
demesnes and other royal perquis i tes and r e n t s ; the 
f a r m of the boroughs , a similar payment which was 
made direct ly by the burgesses when they had pu r -
chased f rom the K ing the r igh t of exemption f rom the 
sher i f f ' s ju r i sd ic t ion ; perpres tures and escheats—pay-
ments due for encroachments on the roval demesnes 
and the profits of lands forfei ted for t reason, or felony, 
or of lands for o ther reasons temporar i ly in the hands 
of the K i n g ; the profits of royal j u s t i c e ; certain 
feuda l dues such as scutage, and money owing to the 

Jews, who had no legal s tand ing , and whose debts 
were therefore collected by the K ing , under whose 
special protect ion they were. 

On the credit side of the sher i f f ' s accounts were 
cer ta in al lowances deducted f rom his " f a r m , " such 
as a lms to re l ig ious houses, t i thes due f rom royal 
lands, pensions, and o ther cus tomary or special dis-
bursements of the Exchequer . 

F rom the above list it will be seen thai the Pipe 
Rolls are a mine of informat ion on all sorts of interest-
ing topics. One of the most f asc ina t ing , perhaps , is 
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the adminis t ra t ion of jus t ice in those early days. The 
P lea Rolls of the Jus t i ces in Ey re exis t only f r o m the 
re ign of John , and ex t rac t s f rom the se re l a t ing to 
Bedfordshi re have already been pr in ted . F u r t h e r 
l igh t on th is quest ion at a still earlier period will now 
be th rown by the p resen t volume. The amercements 
or fines inflicted by t h e jus t ices were a valuable source 
of income to the Crown. The large n u m b e r of fines 
imposed on the hundreds for murde r is very noticeable. 
The pun i shmen t for th is crime was death , and the 
responsibi l i ty for ca tch ing the murde re r rested on the 
hundred . Fa i lu re to produce him resul ted in the 
infliction of a fine. The other side of the account 
i l lus t ra tes some of the expenses of jus t ice , and 
entr ies such as p a y m e n t s by the sheriff for 
repairs to t he gaols a t Bedford and Aylesbury 
(p. 54), for t a k i n g two thieves f rom Aylesbury to 
Bedford and doing just ice on them (p. 54), and for the 
carr iage of three pr isoners f rom Aylesbury to W e s t -
mins ter (3s.) (p. 133), should be of g rea t in teres t to 
local h is tor ians . 

The feudal ent r ies contain genealogical and manor ia l 
evidence which has been very careful ly annota ted by 
the editors. The payment s of scutage are also 
impor tan t . Wi l l i am the Conqueror divided E n g l a n d 
in to kn igh t s ' fees, and on each fee was laid the 
l iabi l i ty of provid ing a fu l ly equipped and mounted 
man for fo r ty days' service in the wars each year. 
R e c e n t research has shown t h a t before the days of 

H e n r y I I . the pract ice of commutat ion f o r mi l i tary 
service had already begun . The Pipe Po l l s afford 
plenty of evidence as to the ex ten t to which the 
pract ice had grown by the closing years of the 
cen tury . 

W e get an amus ing gl impse of R i c h a r d ' s corona-
tion on p. 36, where the sheriff is allowed £ 1 : 5 : 3 for 
2,000 dishes and 200 bowls, and £ 8 : 3 : 1 for 2,200 
hens and for " t a k i n g , gua rd ing , and del iver ing them 
to W e s t m i n s t e r , " but space fo rb ids the discussion of 
f u r t h e r points . The book is provided wi th a service-
able map, bu t one wishes t h a t it had been possible to 
give e i ther the boundar ies of the par ishes or some 



268 RECORDS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
indication of the si tes of the var ious townships Some 
centres of populat ion may have sh i f ted , but in most 
cases the vil lage church should be a safe guide . There 
is a good index, and it is to be hoped tha t the reader 
will not be f r igh tened by the apparent ly formidable 
sys tem of references , which is easily mas tered . 

I t is sa t i s fac tory to know tha t the P ipe Roll Society 
is short ly to resume i ts act ivi t ies . In the mean t ime 
other count ies would do well to follow the lead given 
by Bedfordshi re and Buck inghamsh i re . 

M A R R J A G E R E G I S T E R S O F N E W P O R T P A G N E L L , L A T H B U R Y 
BROUGHTON, AND MOULSOE. 

Vol. I X . of Ph i l l imore ' s Marr iage Regis te r s , 15s. 
This la tes t repr in t of Bucks Par i sh reg is te rs con-

tains all the entr ies of mar r i ages in the above-named 
par i shes down to 1837. The present volume has been 
edited by the Rev . Rona ld F . Bale, now rector of 
Ads tock , and the care wi th which he has t ranscr ibed 
f rom the or iginal is made clear by the way in which 
a t t en t ion is called to doub t fu l spel l ings (e.g " RUFF 
[or B u f f ] , " p. 12, " Brysle [or B r y s t e ] , " p.. 13) or to 
ac tua l errors (e.g., " M a r y Capel [bu t the mark is of 
Mary D a v i s ] , " p. 84, " W i l l i a m Gadson [signs Gadsdon] ," p. 85). 

D u r i n g the last quar te r of the e igh teen th cen tury 
descript ions were usual ly appended at Newpor t P a g -
nell, and sometimes at L a t h b u r y ; between 1754 and 
1798 over 900 mar r i ages are recorded at Newpor t , 
Quite a large number of these re la te to Mil i t ia-men, 
b u t in near ly 600 cases an ac tual t r ade was noticed as fo l lows:— 

Apothecary 1 Jo ine r 3 
At to rney 2 Laboure r 185 

Baker 19 Lace-man 7 Ba rbe r 10 Lace-maker 11 
Baske t -maker 1 Lace-merchan t 4 
Bellman 2 Lea ther -dresser . . . 1 
Blacksmi th 18 Linen-draper 2 
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Book-seller 1 Malts ter 3 
Brazier 1 Mason 7 

4 Breeches-maker . . . 2 Ma t -maker 
7 

4 
Brewer 1 Miller 12 

2 Br ick layer 3 Mi l lwr ight 
12 

2 
Brush-maker 1 Ostler 10 

1 Butche r 24 Pape r -maker 
10 

1 
Cabine t -maker . . . . 1 P a t t e r n - m a k e r . . . . 1 
Cabin- joiner ] Ped la r 1 
Carpenter 16 P e r u k e - m a k e r 1 
Carr ier 2 Ploughman 
Chaise-driver 6 P l u m b e r 1 
Chimney-cleaner 1 Pos tboy 0 
Clock-maker 1 P r i n t e r 1 
Coachman 1 Publ ican 1 
Collar-maker 1 Ribbon-weaver . . . . 1 
Cooper 5 Saddler 1 
Cordwainer 21 Sawyer 1 
Curr ier 1 Servant -man 6 

4 Da i ryman 2 Shepherd 
6 
4 

Dissen t ing minis ter 1 Shoe-maker 16 
Draper 
Drawer 

4 
1 

Shop-keeper . . . . 
S tab leman 

1 
1 

Drover 1 Stavs -maker 
1 
I 

Excise officer 4 S tone-cu t te r 
1 
9 

F a r m e r 13 Surgeon 4 
F a r r i e r 1 S u t t [soot] 

X 

Fe l lmonger 8 merchan t 1 
F r a m e w o r k k n i t t e r 2 Tai lor 24 
Gardener 13 Tal low-chandler .. 1 
Ginger-bread T a n n e r 6 

m a k e r 2 Tu rne r 1 
Glazier 5 Victual ler 2 
Glover 12 W a g g o n e r l 
Grazier 1 W a t c h m a k e r 1 
Grocer 2 W e a v e r 1 

7 Ha i r -merchan t . . . . 1 W h e e l w r i g h t 
1 
7 

H o g - m e r c h a n t . . . . 1 W h i t e s m i t h 4 
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Horse-keeper 3 
Hos t l e r 1 
H u s b a n d m a n 8 
Inn holder 1 

Wool-comber 2 
Wool-sor ter 1 
Wool-s tap ler 2 
Yeoman 3 

Total ... 591 
This exhib i t s a fa i r ly self-contained communi ty , 

with occupat ions enough to exhaus t the a lphabet . One 
of the g inger-bread maker s rejoiced in the name of 
J o h n True love ; he married Susannah Smar t , a lace-
maker , on 7th A u g u s t , 1763; on tha t one page of the 
reg is te r as pr inted 11 women are described as lace-
m a k e r s ; on the next page 9 women were lace-makers 
and one (Ann Byway) is a " s c o u r e r . " 

Out of our 900 mar r i ages 62 wives came f rom o ther 
par ishes in the county , and 55 f rom par ishes in o the r 
counties. 

On the 15th Apri l , 1638, is recorded the mar r i age of 
Mark Sl ingsbee and Susan E i d e r ; th is Sl ingsby is one 
of Newpor t ' s benefac tors , hav ing l e f t p roper ty which 
provides an annual sum fo r the d is t r ibut ion of bread 
according to a minu te ly specified clause of his will . 
P e r h a p s his grea te r t i t le to f ame is afforded by the 
fact t ha t he was one of those who was buried in 
un-consecrated ground , and the Rev. Ronald Bale him-
self gave us an in te res t ing account r ecen t ly 1 of the 
discovery of S l ingsby ' s apparent burial-place. There 
is a fu l l account of S l ingsby in Mr. F . W . Bul l ' s 
" His to ry of Newpor t P a g n e l l , " p. 268-273. 

Th is most in te res t ing book has one serious blemish 
—not easily to be fo rg iven ; it is not provided wi th an 
index, which de t rac ts f rom the usefulness an accura te 
t ranscr ip t of a church reg is te r must always possess. 

1 Pages 88-90 of the cur rent volume of the " Records." 


