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THE EXCAVATION OF THE COP ROUND 
BARROW, BLEDLOW 

BY 
J. F. HEAD, F.S.A. 

INTRODUCTION 
From the Thames to Oxfordshire's eastern borders, the Icknield Way pursues its course under the escarpment of the Chiltern Hills. The Saxons' 'be Cilternes efese '-by Chiltern eaves-would be hard to better as ies riptive phras f r this part of the route. No in · Llng va 11 . r l rea ·hes h long lin f chalk hi Us, and Lheir recuning upping:-; of clay, cover d no d ubt in early tlme..r;:; with ad n:-;e scrub, must have pre. nte] an una tractive spe 'tacl to int ncling s Ltlers equippe with but the most primitiv , implements of agriculture. Nor·, in pr hi, orjc times ·an th low lying land on t,h othel' .side of the Way have t mpted ·h immigrant .from hLs path. To-day, well cl arPd, cul tivated and drained, th Re land: ar still at tim s water] gged and in winter oft n j mpracti abl ex pt y establish d paths· in arlier times, when 1 damper climate pr v:til u, th . veg tation and streams must have 

'OUSI ired often · to render them little better than a mor<l8S. But at Bledlow, a f w hundred yards over th u kingba.m ·hjr bard r, the Way merges upon a more attra iv seen · attra tive that is t Ray, from a point of vi w of a prehistoric immigrant in se r h f land where be may sett1 . The hills re ede nbrnptly to th South. The R il b omes a light and chalky marL TL" Way ron inn 1:1 to form tb base , som thr~e FJnd :t half mil R in length, f a Lriangl of pl as:tnL o en valle. with its apex on Br<1d ·nharn, and its astern sjde sh ltered by the hills . These tur11ing abruptly at Whitel af Cross, re~c;nme their north-east rly mnr h to the HertfordRhire l ord rs. This valley, ther for~ although like most of the 
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Chilterns at present a blank on the prehistoric distribution maps, has long appeared to the writer as essentially worthy of archaeological attention. As a preliminary, it was felt that a round barrow, flanking the western entrance to the valley, and situated directly above the Iclmield Way, should be examined. 

The mound itself presented a melancholy spectacle. It was known locally as ' the Basin' for, in addition to obvious disturbances around its flanks, the centre of the barrow had been completely removed down to the natural chalk rock. Such, in fact, was the destruction, that some hesitation was felt as to the utility of investigation. Happily, excavation proved that sufficient evidence remained to confirm a remarkable continuity of occupation from Early Bronze Age to Saxon times, and to enable certain conclusions to be· formed in connection with the prehistoric occupation of this part of Buckinghamshire. Our grateful acknowledgments are due to those friends who by their assistance have contributed to these results. 
Col. 0. P. Serocold co-operated throughout the campaign, and joined from day to day in the actual work of excavation. His advice and suggestions were invaluable; and any merit the work may be thought to possess is largely the result of his collaboration. Col. Serocold also generously shared the whole of the expenses of the undertaking, including the cost of the illustrations, plans, photographs and the restoration of the pottery. To the Authorities of Eton College, the owners of the land, and to H.M. Office of Works, we are indebted for permission to excavate the site. Our thanks are due to Mr. C. 0. Skilbeck for his assistance and continued interest throughout the excavation; to Mr. 0. G. S. Crawford, who made a special visit to the site; to Dr. R. E. M. Wheeler for suggestions in connection with the pits; to Dr. Grahame Clark for his remarks upon certain of the flints; and to Mrs. Head for much practical assistance in the field and with the pottery. Our th:;tnks are also due to those experts 
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whose reports we are privileged to quote, namely, Professor F. G. Parsons, Mr. A. S. Kennard, Mr. F. C. Fraser, Mr. C. J. Maby and Mr. W. F. Grimes. Mr .. Fraser paid a special visit to the site, and Professor Parsons personally assisted with the excavation of the Saxon inhumations. Finally, it would be difficult to express adequately our indebtedness to Mr. W. F. Grimes, who not only found time after his manifold duties at the National Museum of Wales to consider and report upon the pottery and to make the beautiful and highly informative drawings of the ' Finds , ' but also to support and encourage us with many helpful suggestions and good advice. 

THE SITE 
(Latitude 51° 42' 1 0" N. Longitude ao 52' 50" W. 710 feet. O.D. 

Ancient Monument, Bucks No. 3/18291). 
The barrow had been erected upon a natural knoll at the western end of a small hill formed from the lower part of the Upper Chalk, known locally as the Cop. On the north and north west sides of the hill the ground falls sharply to the Upper Icknield Way 200 feet below, whence in turn there is a gentle decline to the village of Bledlow, a quarter of a mile away in a north easterly direction. Attached to the Cop and rising 100 feet directly behind it, is Wain Hill; its clay capped summit now covered with beechwoods. Such barrow sites as are known along the Chiltern escarpment appear to have been chosen for the prominence of their position; and although an extensive view over the Vale of Aylesbury is discovered from the Cop, neglect of the even more prominent skyline of Wain Hill behind may perhaps be regarded as confirmatory evidence of the presence, in prehistoric times, of close wooding upon these clay capped heights. The small area of downland adjoining the barrow bore no signs of disturbance by cultivation. 
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THE MouND BEFORE ExcAVATION A fine compact downland turf covered the whole of the mound which displayed manifest signs of past intrusions. The most destructive incursion was clearly an occasion when the entire central portion of the barrow had been systematically removed for a radius of 14 feet down to the chalk rock; the latter had then remained exposed until such time as a deposit of leaf mould and other silting had accumulated to the depth of one foot, to be covered in turn by a spread of friendly turf. Much of the original material had been thrown out unevenly over the flanks of the mound, thus rendering purposeless any contoured survey of the site. It was found later that this major disturbance might well be assigned to the middle of the 17th century, for fragments of a brown glazed pitcher and several clay pipe stems and bowls, all attributable to that period, were found scattered throughout the area and over the chalk floor. 

THE CoNSTRUCTION oF THE MouND The barrow, averaging 60 feet in diameter, when first erected had probably attained a height of 7 feet, and the comparative regularity of its circumference indicated a careful la.yout of the site, with perhaps the use of a stake and line. In type, the mound was a 'bowl-barrow'; that is to say, it resembled an inverted shallow bowl, with no retaining berm to intercept the downward spread of soil. Unexpectedly, no indication was seen of the usual encircling ditch, dug by way of ritual or to provide material for the mound; and it has been suggested, 1 (but not proved), that the a.bs nc of su h a cliteh is inclieative of the eal'liest type of round I arr w. In the example und r rcvi0w it was proved by ex avation that, ex_ ept foT a small 'Rquatting' site qnarri d nth _nor b- ast n f'lkil'tfl f th mound and to be referred to later under section Q, there had been no disturbance at any time in the surrounding chalk reck, below the level of the natural top soil. The 
1 L, V. Grinsell, Thr AMi~nt JJurial-monnds. of England, p. 19, 
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material, then, in the upper main portion of the mound consisted of tips of chalk rubble and mould obtained no doubt by surface s rnpi rrg from Lhe irnnPdiate vicinity, and quantiti s of 1a ·r-mrfa s il brought in, af! the patina. f th atteudant flints con firmed, from the a.dja nt ' cluy-with-Oints' area of Wa.in Hill some 20 yards away. On the ut kirts r til mouncl, 16i feet. d e west of Lh ent.r , w w r f rtunate enollgh to find a small ·e Liou, which alt.h ugh ra.vagetl lJy the root of nearby bee ·h tr· es had searPd th g"neral disttubanc else,-wher apparent. .From hi~ ar a it was sible t infer to som J gT' Lh .rigi t1al onstr11 ction of th.e m mrd. As will be seen from th p lan Section A-A, t.h ld tlil'f line UJ m wl1 ich the tLmulus had b n erected, was -visible in a1 irregular dark line, averaging 2 inch" in lepth, and it disapp aran 4 f. et from th w stern margin of tb mound, may have b eu du t eitb t' th sharp £all whicl occurs he1·e in he uatural gr WlU 1 vel, or to the r mo-val of the turf for material for the mound. To the east it had conimt d ru dou Jt L wards the centre, and a lighL th i keuing of t-h lin ma. p rha s be a. preliminary to a. r· ta]ning ban 1- f tLu·v H r· s m Lhe • turf onstrucLi n around tlte C'lltr· . This possibility was 
~tren0then c1 by a. s 1bsLantiall. greaLeT proportjon o£ dark 1 .asses :11nonr: the distm·bed matel'ial toward th centre at this level; but not apparent elsewhere in the mound. A mor d€>f:injt c.ns rrtt:t.ional f aLure was a. lay r of eompressetl .la.J' al ove the old tmf lin and resting dir cLly upon it. It. incref!s d rnpidly in height in th nndisturb d s cti u as it ::~pproa b d Lh ~ntre (see plan), and had iden ly been br· ughL fr m t.he adjoining Va.ir HilJ <md sele t d. from som depth as no admll.-tur . cf strl'f}t ·e soil was present am ng it. Thr ngl Llt aD Lhc <lisLurbed material fringing upon lh c ntr<~1 area hiR 1:w was f nn ] i:u ine()'ula1' pate he~ n.t Go n· 1 · el; ~ni l Lh r - can h .little doubt. that it had originally extended in unbroken formation over the greater part of the mound above the old turf 
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line, forming a nucleus over which the remainder of the barrow had been erected. It has been remarked that this clay core increased rapidly in height as it approached the primary burial in the centre of the mound, but what form it had taken there originally it is now, of course, impossible to say. It is of interest however to recall that a simjlar constructional feature was observed by Mortimer in some of the Yorkshire Wold barrows, 2 and he ascribed the use of this almost impervious material, which he noted had been frequently brought from a distance, to a desire to protect the interment from water, or for some other definite purpose. Scattered promiscuously throughout the mound were large numbers of pottery sherds, animal bones, 240 struck flakes of flint, 8 flakes of sandstone and 19 fragments of iron pyrites. The animal bones, as will be seen from Mr. .Fraser's report, were generally broken, probably for the marrow; although two complete jaws of a very small type of ox were recovered from disturbed material in the S.E. quadrant. Undisturbed, and lying together on the old turf surface in ·the S.W. quadrant, were some burnt bones of a very young pig. The maj ority of the anjmal bones relate t the ox aud other domesticated an imals, al though '. Fras r, remarking n the t eLh f m pigs, suggests the likelihood of some of them having b en derived r m wild animals. The presence of the red deer and roe deer was also observed. 

THE PRIMARY INTERMENT As soon as the accumulation of silting in the central area had been removed, a rectangular pit filled with clay mould and chalky rubble was seen outlined in the natural chalk rock floor. It had been quarried with almost vertical sides to a uniform depth of 2 feet 3 inches in the chalk; its long axis lay N. 30° E. ; and 
2 J . E. Mortimer, Forty Years' Resea1·eh in B•·itish &: Saxo11 Burial Mounds of E ast Yorkshire, p. xl, I ntroduction. 
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native ' :Bronz .Age p ttery Tef IT d to abov may hav been part f a f od ve ·el asso in.ted with the burial. nut the her d. h ms lves are entir ly without distinctive feature , and be au f the distu ·bed natme of the d posit h would not pla o great a stre s on their pr enc . Should a. date be d manded w w nld ugge t 1800 B.C.; tentativ ly, l1owev ~ r and with h ·itation; for th dating of p ·ehistor is tm, rtain and liabl to revision in the light of futur knowl dg . 

THE SECONDARY BuRIALS (see General Plan). In the . W. quadrant of th moun I 27 t from th entral datum, and lying n til chalk 11 or in a hollow sc op d in th ld turf lin , was a quantity of remated bones to f1·agm ntary top rmit f definite i ientifi ati n. o urn or ther prot ction from tbe surroundin5 · soil was pr eut, but am ng th bones were ,g· struck flint ftakes and t h nd f a br nz ho k, or clap; all hewing viden ·· of s r ing. Th ho k may hav originall se ured the cl th r ther material i whi b the bon s w r ·arried from th pla of in i11 rati n. t ' nsi. ts of a nan·ow. trip of metal 
~ ent at on ud to f rm an angular hook ( t, ll ngth 1.1. LD. h s) which is vicl"ntly n t a ci<i ntal. But it cannot be dat d. 
Pit No. 12. ThiR pit, roughly pi k d in th cb.n.lk ro k form d a t~hal l ow depr i n averagin · 8" iu d l_.)th and conLain d a numb r f . mall sherds, of whi it them st distinctive was a fr gm -nt with fmg r ip ornament oi th lat Bronz Age t. pe, c u , ntra, ·d. around tl entre. Th filling on i. ted f fin cb lky soil with n. nsid rabl am tmt f very smaJl oste id a. es too ind fmi t fol' i Len ifi ation. Th tooth f an ox was am ng the mat ·'rial ; aud i n Lb t rth east :wg] of h pit a quarter of an in h 1 elow th . urfn ce, was a br k n hl'onz ring .55 i11cbeR in d·iam tcr, wi.LI1 slibbtl. flattened inner fac . The material aronnd the pit had all b en dis urb , bnt . v ral fragm n tar pi c s 
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f bronz a-nd a pair of bronze Lw zers (referred to nnd r finds) were ·e· vered 2 feet away at the same 1 vel. IL seem~::~ pr ba.ble that the pit was associated with :1 s ondary cr mation burial for which the most lik 1. dat , on the evidcn of th" pottery, would be lat Bronze Ag , but every :Ulowan e hast be mad for the disturbed chara ter :f the s.ite. 

Saxon Inhumations. 
1. In a sl aJ low trough, pr je ting at surface level from Lhe north-east wall of the primary bm•ial grave and on tinuing th lin f 1 t long axis (see p1 an), were the lower 1 g b nes o.f a young w man of not more than 18 years of ag . Th remaind r of the keleton must have originally ext nded over, and rested immediately pon the filling oJ th primary gTav , following the same ol'ientation; it had no doubt been carrjed away with th central portion of th mound at the time of th ma jor ilisturbanc previously menti n d. Th utting :in the halk t. ac mmodate the leg bones na.uow d towal'd th feet and a,verag d only 6 ins . in depth, and had ben cxcava~ed in width only to the e . .: tent nece.<:;SaTy to t•e eive th interment.. No associu.t d objc ts were pre ent, but the p sition of Lhe bon -s showed Lhat the skeletou had lain Ul on its back in the extended p iti n, and w thinl\: this fact, togeth ·r wiLh LL typL ally, 'axon nature of the grave, perm its the burial t b · assigned without difficulty to Lh Maxon period. 2. In the N.E. quadrant, 27 feet from the central datum, was a grave quarried in the chalk rock, containing the undisturbed skeleton of a man oriented N. 10° E., r almos t uue orth and 'outb · t.he head J. i11g owurds the south. The O'rav avet·aged but one fr ot in depth a1ul m asrn·ed 5 f et 8 i11s. by 2 feet, and " as fill · wiLll Lhe ·lean halk rubb1 derived origina.11y from it.~ x avation. A full de.-; Tiption of Lh sk let n and its position iu the gr~ v will h found in Dr. Pnrxon'R reporL, n,nd i.L will IJe t,;uffi ·i nt here to note that it lay upon its back in an extended position with the head raised and bent forward on the chest to the 
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N.W. (plateNo. 2), with therighthip bent against the east side of the grave and feet pressed against its norther·n end. The raising of the head was not dt e to a chalk pillow, but was, together with the posi1iion of the trunk and feet, attributable to the g1·ave having been dug insufficiently in length. The teeth were all present and in excellent condition; but both arms had been fractured during life and reset. An iron spearhead (plate 12, No.2) of the usual open socketed type without a midrib lay 3 ins. to the west of the skull and 4 ins. below the surface of the grave; it was inclined upwards, but. wing to the total decay of the wooden shaft the spearhead had settled in the chalk, and its exact original position was doubtful. The butt had had no ferru.le of metal and we were therefore unable to determine the length of the shaft. Beneath the skeleton, behind the lumbar vertebrae and extending to the left os innominatum, was an iron knife, 5.7 ins. in length, th hanrlle decayed, but a riv t remaining in pla e (plate 2, No. 1). Immediately beneath the knif was a pair of bronze t-weezer , 2.25 inches in length, but br k n apart at the spring. While tb nds · th tweezers inclined downwards, th p into . th 1 nif lay poiutiug upwards towards the right shoulder blade, and was enveloped by traces of a dark substanc - which proved to be 1 ath r, and probabJy the remains of a abbard. No indi ati n was foun ~ of a beh or its fastenings; nor brooch, pottery, or other datable objects. Among the chalk filling were three struck flint flakes, and since no admixture of surface or other soil was present, they must be presumed to be contemporary with the digging of the grave. No indication was found of a bier or other wooden construction; and in this connection Dr. Parsons states that the position of the shoulders points to the body having been lowered into the grave by someone whose hands were under the armpits. The spearh ad and knife had of course a long life in axon times, but th typ . her noticed ( Clescribed undei' F inds), and taken p rh~LpR in on:jun tion with 
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an inhumation situated on the outskirts of the mound, (the majority of the Saxon cremations being confined, as will be seen, to the more central area) are more likely to belong to the 5th or 6th century A.D., than to any other time. This inhumation had probably disturbed an earlier cremation burial of the .Saxon period, remains of which, in the form of sherds of urn and cremated bones, were found scattered over a limited area near the edge of the grave. 
Saxon Cremations. jive pits dug to contain S:tx n .r mation urns will be ob et'ved on the plan, marked. A o E and hatched with_ diagonal lines. These pits varie i in depth :from 1 fo t 3 inches to 2 feet, and nll had smooth verti n,l sides cut in the chalk with a metal tool. Pits A and C contained urns in situ, but the remaining pits had been despoiled. Fragments of an urn, obviously derived from Pit B, were found on the ground thrown out 2 feet in front of the pit; among the sherds were fragments of burnt bone and a broken comb. The urn and comb have both been restored under Mr. Grimes' a.re, and he comb i seen illu tJ.·ated in plate 11. Pit D contain d nothing but a comb (plat 11, No.3) and 
~here being no fragments f bone r sherds in the filling of t.he pit it woul a.pp ar that th urn .had been removed, and the on1b extra ed and thr w.n back into the pit from whence it was recovered, lying just below the surface. When found, all the combs-and particularly their teeth-were in an exceedingly frail state, and could be moved only with the utmost care; and the exam pJ from this pit ::tlthough found in a fragm ntary c ndition :from deccty appe red, from th J ositi n or th fragm nts, to have b,eeu who]e when r turn d to t.h pit, indi ating thaL this di sturban e took place at a time when the comb was in a sufficiently 
~?l ·ondition t.o permit of su h handling without mJury. Pit E contained nothing but its filling of soil. But the size of the pit, and its construction and appearance were so similar to the other Saxon pits observed, and 
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so unlike any other pits beneath the mound, that we have no hesitation in assigning its origin to the Saxon period. The urn in Pit A had been pla.c d cl ely aba.inst the outer (western) wall; its base bad d ay d am;ing i to fall over towards the centre of th mono 1. I this position it had be n ueh orusb •cl , th superin umb n: weight f m t rial whil l art of i s rim had been brol en off and r moved pr~ umably a.t the time of the major disturban · in this a.' . The urn contain·d the burnt bones of a male person, not more than 40 years of age, but despite a microscopic examination, no associated objects were found. In I it C, th u t·n 1 a t al ·· b en la t1 against th uter (and in thi ase, n rthern) wall of the pit in a.n upTight sition. and ontained a oml (plat 1 , · o. 2) and burnt bon s to fragm ntu.ry for icl tiil. at" n. A lay r of chalky soil -t an i ncb in d pth sef aT at d h bas f W1 tU'l fr 111 ~he .halk fl r f tll · pit. The small ov< l pit, ~ o. 7 ·x: in b de 1 , situa.ted 5 in heti away from Pi· D, m_a.y ' ivai ly ha e been· hole r iginally · n ai niug a 1. os o mark th · si te f Lhe burial although it H1wnlrl h~ m.ontioned that no carbonised wood was seen among the filling. As described under Saxon Inhumation No. 2, there was evidence of a further 1Saxon cremation urn burial in the vicinity of that grave. Sine the only mat rial for datinb these bmials is the potLery and ombs, it follow thaL th y ann b dat d v ry losely. Th m'ns ar" of Lhe plain globulat· variety which enj yed a 1 ng life with ut signifi aut alteratjon. Of bh ·orubti, two in 1 articular ar of n. type which lmst tLppeared in th I oman pcrio l and last d tm anged in to m eli val t·i mes. Th tb i rrl , though more dist:i.nctiv , n.nd a.tL1·< ei.iv ly (H'lltt.m n d, also defies any attemr t at. greater d.efjnition. No g.J:ea.t value for dating purpose ca.n n w be attached to th cremation-rite as such, and the most that can be said is that the burials which they accompanied belonged to the pagan period, of the 5th-7th century A.D. 
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THE OTHER PITS BENEATH THE MOUND 

Pit No. 19. This elliptical pit with its long axis N.E. and S.W. had been' picked' out of the chalk to a depth of a foot, with sloping and irregular walls; and was filled with an undisturbed lin -' cL Tk ea.rth . At the depth of 8i in -·he. , venly i.s tribn~ .d over tb entr of the pit, were three rib-bon s, a por~iou of ~he orbital region and a. few oth r bones (s e ~tfr. Fra er's report) of a very small type of ox stnnding 1 ss than 4 feet high at the sh ulder. Tn tb centre of' hese animal bones but laid 2 inches above them, was a piece of Red Dee-r antler, neatly carved_ and pierced in the centre and at both ends (figure 8, No. 2) to form the cheek piece of a bridle. No other objects were present in the pit. This !iyp of ch ck pic c (described under Finds) makos its IirRt app :ll':rnr.r in thit-> mmtry in the late Br nz Ag derosit~ at He~ ther.v Burn "ave, where it iR a~so iateu with Lb nav ' liars of hariot wheels and other objects, all to be assigned to the intrusive culture which first began to appear in Britain from about 1000 B.C. onwards. Any suggestion as to the purpose of this burial must, in the absence of other evidence, be regarded as conjectural; but, recalling somewhat analogous interments recorded elsewhere, we shrewdly suspect that both this pit and its contents may well owe their presence to some ritual, or other ceremonial observance. 
Pits 'Nos. 1, 2, 14 to 18 inclusive, and 21. These pits consisted of shallow and dish-shaped hollows ' picked ' in the chalk rock with irregular edges and walls, and averaged 6 inches to 1 foot in diameter, and 3" to 8" in depth. There was nothing in their appearance to suggest that they had served as postholes, neither with the exception of No. 15, which yielded a few fragments of charcoal, was there any carbonised wood present in the chalky mould which constituted their filling. Pit No. 2 was barren; the others each yielded a few small fragments of animal 
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bones, often burnt, together with one or more small struck flint flakes, also frequently showing evidence of burning. No. 16, in addition, yielded a single sherd of late Bronze Age type. No metal tool appeared to have been employed in the excavation of the pits, and in no case was the old turf line apparent above them. Beyond remarking that these pits appear to relate to Late Bronze Age times, we are unable to offer any suggestion as to their use or purpose. 
Pits Nos. 3 to 11 inclusive, and No. 13. These pits were of quite different type to those previously noted, and had been symmetrically cut in the chalk rock with smooth and vertical sides to an average depth of 10 inches. They were all (with the exception of No. 7 referred to under Saxon cremations, Pit D), approximately circular in shape, with the same diameter at the base as at the surface, and appeared to have been excavated with the aid of a metal tool. The filling,s consisted of fine chalky soil shewing, with the exception of No. 3, no· admixture of charcoal; and incorporated among the material were fragments of bone, usually burnt, which when identifiable, proved to have been derived from an ox or pig. No. 10, however, yielded also part of the scapula of a deer. No 6 had 3 fragments' of ox pelvis, lying 1 inch below the surface, extending from one side of the pit to the other, and the undisturbed position of these bones precludes, we assume, the interpretation of the pit as a posthole. No. 9 contained a s ingle large 8herd in itu, of l ate Bronze Age date· unbr. l en and resting on e lge against the side of th p it. No. 10 yield d 7 fragm nt f late Dr nze Age . t rds .on ntr nt ar u:ml the centre at a depth of 1 inch, in addition to the fragment of deer bone previously noted; there was also present, among the material, part of a dorsal vertebra of an ox and a number of burnt bone fragments too small for identification. In no instance did the original turf line extend unbroken over these small pits, and beyond noting that 

.. 
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they occur in disturbed areas, and in two instances appear to be of. Late Bronze Age origin, we are again unable to offer any suggestion as to their use or purpose. 

Q SECTION (see General Plan). To he north-east of th m un and diro tly outside iL was a, shallow d pressi n in th turf, 1 feet by 6t feet whi h upon ex 'a a,tion p r' ved to b due to th artificial d epening of a natural hollow in the balk to a d pth of' 1 foot in b s below the present turf level. Thjs appeared t, have been eff ct ~d at the time of the erecLi n f Lb m und, f r theholl w had been rapidly filled to th depth of 1 fo t with primary silting, omprising loosely pa l d laTge a.nd coarse chalk rubble, probably deriv ed, in the main, from the slopes f t ] e monnd b ve it. We may, perhaps, assume th blllk of this primary silting t ok pla before the turf had had time to over the mound. Wh n 6 ins. of this coarse material had accumulated, the hollow appears to have b n used as a Rmall squatting site, as charcoal fTagments of animal b< ne, 5 scrapers wi th bluish whit patinati n and a sh rd of a Wes ex B beaker were found at this 1 vel. The si e was evi<lel.ltly again in use during the late Bronze Age period, as in the final and uppermost silting consisting of fine dark mould, were numerous coarse gritted late Bronze Age sherds, animal bones and scrapers. 

ADDENTIUM -r c: .J "....4· The backing o.f Lh fr m Pits and onsist d of ·hopped straw, alLhough a fine sand grit wa.. presen in the few shcrds near Pit D (containing the de ra. etl on vex comb) which may well have been d "rived riginally fr m that pit. 
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THE FINDS 
BY W. F. GRIMES 

pALAEOLITHIC A surprising discovery was a flint ovate (plate 4) bearing every resemblance to a hand axe of St. Acheul type. It has a whjt paLina.Li n, with a suggestion of the glaze often seen on pala olithic implements from th hri kearth. It dg s au i tlal e-ridg s a,r ompaTativ ly fresh and UtlabTaded. The ovn.tc 1 ay 17 feet. from the central datum in th · S.E. quadrant ,£ th mound in dis urb d ma eriu.l 5 ins . ab the s litl chalk floor. Mr. Head states that around and above it were quantities of the compressed clay brought in from the adjoining clay with flints area noticed under '' the construction of the mound'' · aud although it appeared likely that th impl men li had be •n brought in with this clay 1 t wn.R not p ssibl owino- t th disturbances that hR 1 akeu pla in h RllTJ' u 1d ing material and the absence of auy indi aLion at this point of the old turf level, to be sure of this. If a true St. Acheul ovate, derived from the 'clay with flints' (sometimes referred to as brickearth) on Wain Hill at 720 feet O.D., its occurrence is remarkable, and of importance. Alternately, we can only regard it as a 

Plate 4. ( !) . 
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pseudo-palaeolith, of neolithic date, like those which are found from time to time in the flint mines of East Anglia and Sussex.1 

NEOLITHIC The blade of a polished axe of ' greenstone ' illustrated in plate 5 (in which the broken line is intended to show the relationship of the fragments to the compl te implem nt , n.nd n t t indicate necessarily its original form) is conventionally pia eel in the neolithic peri d. It is quite typicnl, wiLb a flatten d oval section, 
_____ ,. __ ... --

Plate 5. Fragmentary greenstone axe. (!). 
regarded typologically as an advanced feature. 2 But the polished axe had a high survival value, which often led to its remaining in use long after the end of the neolithic period so-called. 

BRONZE AGE . Included in the small fragments of pottery from the previously disturbed central burial pit, there are two pieces of normal Bronze Age ware (16B, 17B), quite featureless except that one on the inside exhibits the commencement of the inturning of the base. If these were associated with the primary burial, which Mr. Head reasonably suggests was by inhumation, they would presumably be part of a food 
1 Curwen, Archaeology of Sussex, fig. 31. 
2 '!'he pt•t l'o loglcal nnn.l yf<i f( uf 11 ~'!lo t io n t~f the material (foreign to this loclll it,y) of l.h a n.x i.tl unt uvuilnhlo iH ti me for publication, but will b"' 

t~nnirl'ltlni~Jl tl\d l nte r . IL is bl'lJlCd that 'il: will be possible to determine the origiuul ]lrOVOTif\ll t~e or t.h~ illlpl.etul1Hl , hovin[l' regard to the Icknield Way 
[; r utl ~ !·o ti le passing below ilio bnrrow. J .I:(. 
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v~ssel. Since, however, the pit was so completely disturbed, and contained even Romano-British and medieval pottery amongst its material, these small fragments are of quite uncertain value. At the same time it is perhaps something more than a coincidence that the one distinctive flint in the large series found is a plano-convex knife. Dr. J. G. D. Clark has shown that this type is especially characteristic of the foodvessel groups. 3 

More definite is the area, Q section, on the north-east side. The lowest level here produced five sherds representing in all probably three pots (plate 7) . The first, which is plain, is part of a small bowl or cup, 4! ins. across and rather more than 1! ins. high. The second, also plain is a fragment of normal beaker rim. The third, composed of three fragments, is part of the wall of a beaker, decorated with bands of lattice pattern defined by horizontal lines in the characteristic notched technique. The decoration and curvature of the wall are clear indications that the original beaker must have belonged to the Wessex B group. Its associations are with the south, rather than with East Anglia, where .such beakers do not occur. Wjt.h t.hP. pottery were several convex scrapers (Q 148-151), which are illustrated in plate 6. The same layer also yielded a .small fragment of green-patinated bronze (Q 122). Mr. Head suggests that this may have worked down , and I am in lin d o agree, because while it JH not defmit. l. identifiable it resem11 mor than any bing part f a Arnall broJlZe tw ezers, which w uld probably b o.f Romano-British or Saxon date. The abundant Late Bronze Age material consists mostly of pottery, which may be considered as a whole before relating it to the features of the site itself. Th fragm.en s ar u ua.lly small, a d s ld om allow of even approximate restoratio?. Two main l~s11 s. f ware an, b wever, be recogm s d. Th .lirst I S thick and heavy, very coarse, an l conta.ining ln.rge quantiti s 
3 Antiquarie~' Journ(l,l, XU, 1932, 158fl', 

. ' 
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Plate 6. Worked flints. ( +). 
1-5 (Q 148-152) Early Bronze Age (beaker deposit). 6-11 (Q 132-3, 1361 140-1, 144), Late Bronze Age. 
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332 R,ECORDS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
of grit, IQ.ostly calcite, in large grains. The xternal •olour varies from red-brown to gre, , and while the surfa e sometimes shows igns of having been more aT less carefully finished (an oc asiona.l feature b ing b oad shallow gr ves vidently smoothe i with th finger-tips) usually i · very rough owing to tl e presence of so mu h coarse backing. 

It is not possible to 1·econstru L a, singl vess 1 belonging to this first lass of pottery. In most cases obviously the sherdH wer d r.lv d from fairly hug pot . ~ever:;tJ bases give . ·am, rs ranging from 4 to 62· rns. a,nd they s m t11ne. htw a m,ore or les. pronounced f OL, with the wall urving outward · over it, whil ometimes the wall c. ppears t have been m r or· 1 s ertical , and forms a r Lilldecl angle with tb ba e. Of the rcmaind · r of the lJod.Y lit le can b said, but s me pots evi d n t] y had roor r l ss angnl ar should rs, which with he l'.im, w re often de Ol'at d with Rng printing while others had straight walls with a row of finger-printing b low th •·i'm. Tw exceptional pieces- exceptional , Lhat ir:>, on this sitehave appHed strips, and one of l;b se, which is very pronounc d. is ornam_cntcd with finger-printing. 
The second class of ware is less coarse than the first. It js thinner and harder, a,nd whil it c nLains a large quan ity of ba hng, the gri 's never as oarse as in the other group. It L nds also to b darkm· in colouT, being usually bla k or dark grey. H r t o. owillg' to the small iz of th fragments th original mpJete orms are uncertain; th distin tive pie es uggest wide-b Hied .i::u·s narrowing to a. omparatively small mouth with vertical or sligb ly everted rims. Both groups are evidently contemporary; fragments representing each were found associated with bones and flints (plat · 6, Nos. 6-11) in n l1eartl whi b on the north- a t m.argin verlay- with a. ~rren in erva1-the beak r le el alr ·ady described. Their a •tnal dat , however, calls for some discu..s-sion for the finger-printing which is tb utstanding feature of th pottery as a whole, may belong either to the Late - ' -
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Plate 6A. Plano-convex knife. (i). 

Plate 7. Sherds from beaker occupation layer. (f). 
Left: B beaker (Q 147). Right: bowl (Q 127). 

Plate 8. Bronze dagger and antler cheek-piece. ( !) . 
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Bronze Age, or to the first (All Cannings Cross) phase of the Iron Age. Several COllSidera~"ions sug·gest that a Late Bronze Age date is the mol'e l iill ly . In the first place, there is an alm Rt omplete ausenc of the finer haematitecoat · d and ot.h "r war ,R, w hi h tt1'e hara ' ri ti of th All 'annings r oss nltul'e- an abs n whi h ll1LL t be sign if cant , iJ vi w f bhe quantity of th pottery 
found .~ · ndly, the ware does n t in it. elf cl sely l'escmbl a1· 'er fmger-print d class a,L AH annings similar isites , and itR excessively coarse cLara :t r ir itself fav m·s aLa e Bronze Ag rigin. Finally, there is th evid n ·e of ther J:inds, in partj ·ular a bi oo i al pott ry ~:-;pindJ -whorl and bead (p lat 13, Nos. 1-2) a bronze knif dagg r, and a bone 11 k pi · (_plat 8, No . 1 -2) . f these th 1 ast r.eliable are th £rst. ·w , whicll s em to cur in Lat l3ronz Age an All \mnings Cro s dep sits alik . The dagg r ou th o h r h and is a well- re ognis d LaLe r nze Age form , and the only vid n of dat available in thi coun ry pla es ·h ek pi -ces of th " Bl dl w ty} in th , sam per·lod. Tl . l vi u ;; d w ll -lm own parall ~ ~ to b b ar t.b knif -dHg Ar anrl h.eek-pl e ass 'ia.ted wltl1 th L ate Bronze Ag d p sits in the Hea h ry Bum Durh::~,m. 5 

The probabilities may therefore be said to favour a Late Bronze Age date for this pottery; and to that extent is established the period if not the purpose of many of the pits in the disturbed area of the barrow which have been described in the excavation report. Such pottery was found in pits nos. 9, 10, 12, 15 and 16. In the illustration (plate 9) a selection of the more distinctive pieces is illustrated, and the details of their finding are added in the caption. 
•1 M.t'. R mul l<• LI R mo tho. t 11 llr. ig1Jiw ur i l1 g or,r. 11 ruti•111 s ilfl (ltl, J..nil gc' R i ll , Sn.r1111lo•·lon) H 111llus u,wtt y h us pnld'uccd !Jnth typr·" oi' lr1•11 i\ gE! • .L\ f)tstt r·y, 

togeth e~ wtl h n d n!f.·h ended s.huu.lt!~fr"d pi n; fouL (t L. a uo1}le r t!l t e, O!l tho w mo ln ll. pn tot·y o [ u~(l ··o rtl'Hfr-l('l! l t tcd Blc.dlow \ ' llt'l(lty IS fouutl \I'LthmrL ti Hl nn ur ll' l1 1'0S. H,l ll1 B diJJ l'(ll)()fl in dat<) a.n d oJ•igill ~~!QUI ~ b ho Lndi.catod, :wtl :111.:t·. Uetld !HIV,ge ·ts Ut·d; U.t.e loltor Ul tty ho t h - em·liQI·, but oxcnVllt ion w Lll I.Je 11 0 ' ;;sa I' ) ' h l'ur tlti.s id (Jl t <!H 11 he fh udl y n<· ·oplrMl. 
5 British Museum B1·onze Age Guide, 46ff. 
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Plate 9. Representative series of late Bronze Age potsherds. (!). 
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1-7 from various parts of mound; 8, Pit 16; 9, Pit 15; 10-13, Later Bronze Age occupation layer on N.E. side of barrow. 
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EARLY IRoN AGE AND RoMAN PERIOD The only definite signs of Early han Ag c ·upation are a few sherds from the distw'b d body of the mound. These-four or five in aU- are t:;mall but may be derived from small carinated bowls of All Cannings Cross type. The ware is a good d alfiner t b:'l,n tha · nf the Late Bronze Age pottery described above. 

The almost inevitable scra1 s of Rom)tn potte1·y present themselves, but are unimportant; one fragment comes from beneath the turf immecliat ly ab ve the Late Bronze Age horizon in t.he n r h -eastern disturbed area; and others-including part of a lid of a rouletted manganese-slipped bowl-were found in the disturbed filling of the primary burial pit. There is also a third brass of Tetricus I (267-73A.D.) with Pax Aug reverse,6 which was found in the south-west quadrant ten inches below the modern turf-line. Some of the miscellaneous objects listed below might also belong to this period. 
ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD The excavation rep rt enum rates ~:>ev n secondary burials of the nglo-S· x n p riod, live by cremation_ two by inhumation. With t e e -c ptiou of one f the latter, which had been aim t omplet ly d ·t.ro ed, all had associated finds. 

Of the remation urns £r m pits , B and , little can be aid. The two m r comJ)let (:hom and C) areillustratedinplate 10, Nos.l-2, and all three are of the chara teristi · plain typ , hand-mad , of gr ybla k smooth-faced ware with uriously laminated , tru ture. • ragme1 ts of a f urth plain urn and s attered cremate bone. w Te found near the complete inhumation burial by which probably they had been disturbed. The ware of this urn is rather more sandy than that of the others, but the many small fragments defy attempts at reconstruction. 
6 Mattingly and Sydenham, Roman Impe1·ial Coinage, No. lOOff. 
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Plate 10. Anglo-Saxon urns. 
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(!). 
1 from Pit A; 2 from Pit C with fig. 11, 2. 
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The:re ar . th ·e axon m1.1,bs, tw associated with the urns from I its Bard C (plate 11, us. 1-2), the third from Pit D (plate 1 , No.3), wi ·hout asso iation . Of the first two little need b said. Th y are of the pl in doubl type st' ngtheued y bars riv tLed along th ir middles n each side, which first appeared iu the Homan p ri d and last d into m di val tim~. Th third omb is much mor distinctive in character. It is of the single typ , made up as usual :f nn,rr w piec s of bone held in } la e b· tween flat plates by iron 'ivets . The ba k of the c mb i. onv . in plan and r un l d in section, termjnating in triaugula:r· .ext n ions, on of which is perforat 1 f r su p nsion. The plat ar dec01·at d with a. silnpl but · attra.ctive incised fr t p ttern, whi h is essent ially tb sam n b th .fa e . 
Unfortunately, none of these fu1ds can be 1 sely dated. Such plain urns persist d ov · ' l ng eriod, and it is doubtful wh ther th slight hang s in form to which they w r subj ed have any RigniB anc in this ountry . M:r. Read states the a.rgLliD nt for early dating el where. Th only eviden e fr m the sit which bears upon th dat is th relationship of th t.hi:rd crem.ation ref rred t above to the cond of the axon inhrnnati ns. The inhtll11ation burial was accompanied by a pair of tweezer , a.n iron kni:fe and .n it• n pearbead. The knife (plat 12) is 5.7 inches long, with. a simr le triangular-s 'Cti ned blade and short tang .e a]ning one rivet; the spearhead (5 .5 in he~dong ) is of the usual open-sock ted type; its blade is plain and without michib. As far as u h unspecialis d forms an. b dated a.L all, ih y are more likely to be arly than la,t , a .ll· umstan e which would involv a ' rrespo.nuingly .early date ·' r th eremati n hi h thi inln11nati n I uri·;tl had disturb d. 

MISCELLANEOUS Finally-in addition to two medieval iron arrowheads found immediately beneath the modern turfthere are various small finds (plate 13) from the 
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Plate 11. Anglo-Saxon combs. (i). 
1 from Pit B; 2 from Pit C with fig. 10, 2; 3 from Pit D. 

Plate 12. Anglo-Saxon knife and spearhead. ( i) . 
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disturbed material, about which, in the absence of more definitely datable associations nothing much can be said. They consist of a small bronze ring from the south-west quadrant; three pairs of tweezers, of which one comes from the south-west quadrant, the other two from the south-east quadrant adjoining Pit 12; two bronze pins from the same area; and an iron ring and indeterminate fragments of bronze from the silting in the central area. 
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REPORT ON THE BONES (human) FROM THE COP ROUND BARROW, BLEDLOW 
BY F. G. PARSONS, D.Sc., F.R.C.S., 

Frragment of right upper jaw from floor of central grave, and bones of both legs below the knee from a partly superimposed Saxon Burial. 
The photogTaph f the leg bones in situ shows thn.t the skeleton to which they belong lay UfOn its back. in the ext~ded positi n. Neither of th Tibiae (shin bnne ) w re perfe f, but enough \Vas present to allow me to estimate the height of th owne1· as fnlm 5 rt. Sin ., t 5 ft. .ins. These bones showed the charactnistic narr:owini; of the shaft. fr tn side to side, (Platycnemia) and the presence .of the "sq_\1atting facet" on the front of the lower end which is almost con ·tant in Anglo-Sa..·mns. but is often found in earlier or late1· races when the individuals hav been in the habit of adopting- a squatting posture. The lower ends of the tibiae show that the epiphysis has not yet completely united with the shaft, a thing which takes place at about 18 years of age. The heel hone ( #alca11eum ) lia!' a completely uni ted e1 ipbysis, while the metatarsa ls ar• mpletely ssified anJ are of s·light and delicate proporti ens. The remains of the small bone of the leg (Fib1,1la) have th rnu rular ridges very well rleve·lopPd, !lngg-esting a ti v us of the Hmbs in rnnning and walking. The frag'lllent. of lhe upper jaw ontains the right Lateral incisor, canine and th tw pr molar teeth. These .a re very Iilli ~ worn an L sug-g-esL thal they belonged to a: outhftl'l per uu ; the incisor, however sh ws sfight g-rinding of lhe ulling edge, a fa ·t whi h will b referred to later. Whether this hagment be.longed to th same incl1vi lual (IS the lep; nones I am unable to· a . but it s appearance suggests its having done so; in an r c::tse, the sma ll size of the t eth :tn{l the wearing oE the incisor edge make me think that they be·Jonged to a young Saxon woman. From th{' slightness i the I one , the ununited epiphysis of the tibiae and the size of the teclh, assuming L~h at tb'e a II b longed to tJ1 e same person , T . hould regard the remam as t11ose of a young woman uuder 18 ,e.·us f ag , but I musL point out that n parts oi the skeleton up n whi h the anatomis t usually depends for letermining sex are pre eiit. One characteristic alone is not so well marked as I shou'ld have expected, in that the only incisor tooth remaining- does not sh w t he amount of gri11d ing at its edge which one looks for in Saxons. This is caused b U1e "edg to etlg-e" bite f these people. Sti ll it is there, if lo k cl for caref ully, an.cl I have no donbt wotrlcl have become mote marked had life 'been Longcr. 
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Saxon Inhumation fmm North side of barrow. Plate 2. O n lhe North side u{ the i.umulu~ the intru ~ive hurial of an Anglo-Saxon tm.tn was found. The skele tou , as is u ual mnong Saxon.<> ·Jay upon ils Lad' in tl1c cxtencletl pos ilirm. wilb the head bent very much £ rward antllhe Lm1 1k 1Jc11l lat rally, su~g :;Ling lhat the grave had nol b en mad quite loug enoug-h for the bod to lie flt full lcngtlt. The $lwultlers were pull ed up os mu h as 1 ossible, <lnd I hi I think is IL1 • Ltl the body being- 'lowered into the grave bv somoonc whtlsc ban Is wc1·e umler the arm'(?its. This T have n.oti ·ed often in Saxon burials. 

There is 110 doubt about the holy being that o( a ma le. His height wa.s about 5 [t. Sins. , and, like so many Saxons, he had met with accidents during his Life, for his right arm b me had been. fra tured anl qnile well set.. while one of his left forearm bones (ulna) lwd also been broken and baclly set. 
The thigh and shin bones (femur and tibia) showed the charact ristic flattenin~ (pl:ltyrnerin ~nd p·l.ai.yenemia), u. ually f und in people wh'o resl a g-ood deal in. a squatting position, and the •• squatting" facets on lhe lower nd of the tihi.a and astrag-alus were we'll marked. 
The breast bone (sternum) had a small perforation (of no racial importance) and there was slight lipping in the lumbar vertebroe, but no other rheumatoid changes, for his joint surfaces seemed quite healthy. 
The most interesting anatomical point. was that the main cartilag-e (thyrcoicl) of lhe larynx wAs c-ompletely ossified, a thing whit.:h uS11all , accompanies advancing ag-e, though otherwise I should have desCl·ibed him ilS in lh prime of life. Th sk utl was sent to 1-he R. -ollcge of S mgeons and a rul't, though .n cessnrily, very technical, report wns. receivecl. Like mnst S<!xon skul'ls. il was long and narrow (doli .hocephalic) with a ranial IT1dex of 74.5. H was rema rkaul· r r the \Nay in which the hi.nuer (o·cipital) part. projccterl farther b~ k on th~ left side. The tcelh ·were all present and perfecl, ~od <l!:i 1s u ml wtlh axon teeth, th~ crowns were deep·Jy wom down, probably by mc01 l ground in a soft stone quem or mill and thus containing a go d deal of powdered stone. The "edge to edge bite" was well marked. 

The full text of Dr. Parsons' report, with osteometric data of thEJ skull, will be lodged with the Museum at Ayl~sbury. 
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ANIMAL BONE REMAINS FROM ROUND BARROW, 
BLEDLOW, BUCKS 

BY F. C. FRASER, D. Sc., 
British Museum (Natural History). 

In the collection of skeleton remains from th disturbed mound complete b?nes are exceedingly rare, and the greater number are broken up mto sma'II fragments-p110bably for marrow. 
Tliere are represented in the collection the following animals:Ox, pig, sheep, ro buck red deer, horse, dog, badger, hare. In this list the animals are arranged in descending order of abundance. 

Ox Ox is represented chiefly by fragments of limb bones and teeth , two omplete j:'lws and h'a~ments of jaw s ·apttlae and ,pelvic bones. Ribs and vertebrae are alm t comj}letely abs nt. orne idea of the abundance of ox in the collection may be gathered from the number of astragalus bon . Th re are thirteen of these a ll f approximately the same size, · that fr m th is the number :E o. en represented is either thirteen or seven. iff 1· th latter number we as urn that ll 1 UUJleS are in -pairs from the right and ldl leg 'Of th ·arne ::mimal. 
Coll).pared with corresponding bones in the skeleton of a ·Chillingham cow in the British Museum collection, at·J the 'R un I Harrow specimens are smaller in size. TheJ hillinglmm x is a ve t·y sma ll breed standing- nl aboul4 feet hil!h at the shoulder, so that th llronze Ag-e animals her r 1 re. ented must h"'clve I een ct·ealures of vcr smal'l proportions. Further eviden of this may be g-athered EJ·om the ompletc right meta ·arpal From a full grown anima l included in t.l:iis ·oil tion. It mea!'urc 165 mn1. as compared with 171 mm. in the Chillingham skeleton. Ther ar som cli sta·l ends .of metar,r,>dial whi h suggest animal~ of somewhat larg r siz . but n ne of them equal the Limension. of th hillingh'am buJ I, which is in stalur n'ly lig-htly Ia rg r Lh an the cow. 
The ·omplcte lower jaw are the rig-ht <llld left rami Qf one animal. All tbc penn.ancnt cheek teeth arc in position, the in ·is rs are tuis i.ng, and the jaws ar those of a mature though not flged . animal. The 'length of the ramus is 345 mm., or pr bably a little 



Piy. 

Sheep. 
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greater, because the tip of the jaw is slightly broken. In the skelevon of the Chilling-ham cow already referred to, the same measurement is 361 mm. Thus from the jaws again we have an indication that the oxen were quite small creatures. The remaining bones and teeth contribute nothing which is contrary to this view. 
The specimens of pig bones are very fragmentary, consisting chiefly of pieces of limb bones and of jaw. There arc several incisors, canine and molar teeth, and of the latter three of the third mO'lars are considerably worn down, suggesting the possibility of their belonging to wi_ld animals, on the assumption that were they domesticated they would have been used for food before the third molars-the last to appear-had time to be very much worn down. 
The sheep bones, like those of pig, are very fragmentary and permit one to say nothing except that in general they inaicate that the animals were, 'like the oxen, of small size. A fragment of skull, two incomplete jaws, some lim~ bones and about two dozen cheek teeth, are the chief items upon which the presence of sheep was made evident. 

Roe Buck. A larger and smaller portion of antler confirm the presence of roe buck. The bigger portion is a shed antler. 
Red Deer. 
Horse. 

Do_q. 

This species is represented by two antler tine tips and one astragalus. 
The onlY. trace of Equus in the collection is the distal end of a metapodial bone. In its dimensions it comes in size between a New Forest pony and an Arab horse. 
Dog is represC!ltcd hy a humerus <100 a hagment of humerus, an nll1a., a 1-igltl and left femur, a tibia, a cervical vertebra, a small portion of scapttla. and a piece o f crani um. The bones are a ll of proportionate size, an-d it is not lmeJ that more than one animal is represented. The animal, wh,ich was mature, was of very small siz . · ome idea f its proportions may be obtainen fmm the fo·!lowing comparative measurements. 

Humerus Femur Tibia 

Fox Ten·ier (D. 74). 131. 130. 140. 

Length in mm. King Charles Round Barrow Spaniel. specimen. 75. 88. 81. 90. 75. 95. 
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Bad,qer. 
Hare. 
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Badger is represented only by a small fragment of lower jaw with a molar in situ. 
A fragmentary tibia has been identified as belonging to this species. 

None of the bones examined show any trace of having been worked by tools. 
From Pit No. 19. Ox. Ribs, a few vertebrae, portion of sacrum, portion of orbital region, two right metacarpals, one of them very fragmentary, portion of metatarsal and a tooth. The metacarpal meas11res 162 mm., as compared with 171 mm. in the Chillingham ox. 

The full text of Mr. Fraser's rep<>rt, specifying in detail the animal bone fragments frQm the othl')r pits! will b!l lod~ed in the M~~ll1llll at Aylesbury. 
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REPORT ON THE NON-MARINE MOLLUSCA 
llY A. S. KENNARD, A.L.S., F.G.S. 

I have been able to examine material from five different loci:-
1. From a cinerary urn of much later date thatll the construction of the barrow. (Saxon Urn from Pit A). 
2. From the original turf 'line beneath the barrow (Section A-A). 
3. Clay resting on the original turf line. (Section A-A). 
4. From pit 19, a shal1ow pit near centre of the mound. 
5. From a silting near the barmw yielding a small fragment of beaker pottery. (Primary Silting, Q. Section). 
Mollusca were not common, but a fair number were detected and the resu'lts ar~ tabulated. It will be noted that the larger species in 1, 2 and 3, are only represented by fragments clearly indicating the presence of the hedgehog. 

TABLE 1 2 3 4 5 Pomatias eleqans (Mull.) ............... f f f 2 8 Carychium tridentatum (Rosso.) ...... 1 Pupilla muscorum (Linn.) ············ 14 6 17 1 2 Vertiqo pygmaea (Drap.) ............... 3 Cochlicopa lubrica (Mi.ill.) ············ 2 Punctum pygmaeum (Drap.) ········· 1 Arion s,p. . ....... ......... ... ....... 10 121 75 8 256 Vallonia pulchella (Miill.) ........ . . .. 1 Vall.onia excontrica (Sterki.) ..... .... 4 6 Vitrina pellucida (Mull.) ............... 1 Helicella cellaria (Mii'll.) ············ 1 
Reline lie~ / I'WI'(f ( · Id.) ·················· 1 Xrrophila itaJa (Lilm.) .................. 9 2 3 
Tl~och11·lns h1spidv.s (Linn.) ............ 4 12 1 Aria11la. fwbus/ OP'nm (Linn.) ......... 3 C.:- pal' a ncmoraltis (Linn.) ............... f f 4 5 
!J,f (1,'1:/ICSSa lam i11af(.l, (Mont.) ········· 1 C t:C ifioidt:S acicula (Mull.) ············ 1 1 

£= fragments . 
The numbers quotcu arc the numb ·r of. spetirr~~ns .d~termined. The slugs arion sp. l1a ve sevcra 1 g raml'!e.' m e.."l h md1v1dual, and i1 is impossible to say how mauy spec1mens are represented f.or the numbers are those for cl cte ·ted granules, bt.rt. the figures show the proportion on each sample, 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The iaun ule frorn Lhe .int,-usjve cinerary urn woulu appear to indicatl! similar conditi ns to Lh e oi t -clay, bul it should be noted that the fragments of Ponwfias lcga:ns and ap.aea. ncmora.lis are certain ly not on temporary, but are derivatives. ;pen grass down with probably a lillie C< arser herbage ani " rainfall as at pre ent would a[ pear t have been the co ndjtions ;H lh<:: time of the secondary inL nnenL The < lher £ow· loci have simila r faunules indicatiJlg similar n .litions and presumably f the same age. 
From the abundance of slug remaillS and the presenc of damp loving species, it is clear that much damper ·onditions wet·e in e.'<.ist n e. ne would not get these species there to-day. rass-land with crub ·was probably. the condition of the hilltop. ne an onl r account for the damper conditi n. 1; a much h avier rai nfa'll. n i:rnilar evidence this has been postula te I fo r orfolk, Lincolnshire, Essex. l ent, • 11 • x , Ham hire and Wi ltshire in Beaker tir:n s. and one cau now ay that Bttcking-hamshi rc shows simila r evidence. 

CHARCOALS 
Identified by J. CECIL MABY, B.Sc., A.R.C.S. 

From Q. Section. Late Bronze Age Silting. Fagus silvatica (beech) . . .. . ... . Frag-ments of twigs and small btanches 12 Pnmus sfJ. ( plum nr cherry) Part of smali twig ......... 1 Chm·cool from Floor............ Central Area. Craiaer;us OX'j'aca:nlha (hawthorn) ............... Wood from near centre of stem or branch, imma-ture ..................... 1 Fra.x1:nus excelsior (ash) . . . . . . Flakes of mature wood; may come from good sized timber ............... 2 PIT 15. Aesculus hippocastanum (horse chestnut) ................. . 
Cmtoe,qtts orya.canfha (hawtl1orn) ..... .. ....... . Cor:ylus avrl~a11a (hazel) ..... . Fra:rinus excelsior ( omm n ash ............... . .. ... .. . 
Prunus sp. (cherry or plum) 
Acer or Pyrus sp.? (maple or 

Immature wood from near growth centre 
Mature wood .............. . Immature wood, as above Mature wood, perhaps from peripherv of large branch ..........•.... Probably cherry. From small branch ........... . 

1 
2 2 
2 
1 

apple) .. ................... Uncertain. May be maple 2 
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PIT 3. Pyrus sp. (apple, pear, rowan, service, beam, etc. . . . . . . . . . Mature wood. and a small twig fragment .. ...... . 2 Most of the fragments seem to be from brushwood only. 

CONCLUSIONS 
There is sufficient evidence existing to confirm that the mound was not erected in Middle or Late Bronze Age times when cremation and the disposal of ashes in cinerary urns was the customary mode of sepulture. From the nature and size of the primary grave we must suppose that it was dug to contain an unburnt burial; and as the practice of inhumation in the contracted position in Round barrows is generally accepted as preceding the vogue of cremation, we may with probability assign the burial and mound to the Early Bronze Ag period. This suggestion is strengthened perhaps by the presenc in the filling of the primary grave, of the two srn.all fragments of ' native' pottery which Mr. Grimes suggests may be of the' food-vessel' class; and although, as he points out, the disturbed nature of the filling will not permit to heavy a burden to be placed upon such evidence, it may be that we bav-e here an indication as to the phaA of th Em.·ly Bronz Ag-e in which the erection of the mound t ok pla e. But in any case the beaker sherds fl' m Lh primary 'ilting of Q. section confirm an Early ronz Age o cupation round about, while the abs n e of a ._keleton from the primary burial grave in this instance is probably the result of subsequent disturbances. 
No datable objects that could be attributed to the Early Bronze Age were found within the mound, 'in situ, although the small plano-convex flint knife recovered from disturbed material thrown out over the flanks of the mound, may perhaps have been originally derived from the primary burial grave. 
As will be observed from Mr. Grimes' report, the heaviest occupation period was during the Late Bronze Age. 
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The nature and number of Saxon burials indicate, we think, a settlement in the vicinity rather than chance and casual intp.rments; and it is of interest to note that, with one exception, they tend to concentrate on the northern side of the mound, overlooking the present village of Bledlow (Bleddanhlaew, 1012-Bledda's hill or barrow1 ), while the feet of both inhumations were laid in thnt. dir' tj n. Th TJ1' p t' tion of crelllations to inhumations is c rtainly Jlot le~ s than 5 to 2; and, if the empty pit be : .dmitt d, a. w think it should be, the figur rises to 6 to 2. Mr. Leeds has remarked2 that ther i. no r a.·on to attribut cremations along the line parallel to the Iclmield Way to the Angles rather than the Saxons; and if the site under consideration be regarded as a West Saxon cemetery,. the proportion of rernn,tion. is unusually high. It is unfortunate th:1t no closely datable objects are available from the sit , while .rernabon, the almost universal rite of the Anglo-.Saxons in their native lands, cannot, in this country, in itself be considered as conclusive proof of early date; indeed, examples occur until almost the close of the pagan period, ancl the short break preceding churchyard burial. The well-known BishopsLo11e Lruuuh, or girdle-plate, has been thought to connote an early date for that cemetery (some 7 rn iles to the N. E. in the Vale), and the majority of the burials there appear to have been by inhumation, 3 falling just outside Dr. Wheeler's triangular area indicating the extent of the influence of persisting Roman culture in this district upon the traditional rite of the immigrants.~ At Kingsey, a riparian cemetery, 4 miles from I dlow, cr maLirm was represented~ but in what pTop rtion :is not recorded. The cremations at leillow i!Jself wbi h falls within the above-mentioned triangle, may perhaps be explained by its situation on the Icknield 
1 Place-Name Society, Bucks, p. 168. 
2 E. Thurlow Leeds, "The West Saxon Invasion and the Icknield Way." History (July, 1925), p. 104. 
3 Rev. C. Lowndes, Recordtl of B14Ckin(Jham<thire, 1878, Vol. V., No. 1, 23ff. 
4 R,. E. M. Wheeler, London and the Saxons, London Museum Catalogues, No. 6, 50ff. 
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Way traffic-route, and I ossibly by Anglian influences. Ou Lhe whol , and rem mb ring the rcmation uru chsturbeu by the inJmnuttion furnished with a small l·nife and spearhead, we <oLJ' n t disin lin d to assign Lh ·m to au early pe1·io 1- lat.e 5Lb or early 6th o n,tm·i s-and to int rpret them aH indicative f an early settlement thr wn off, as described by Mr. Leeds,6 by invauer~:> £rom the ash n th ir j urney along the lcknield Way to the pper Thames Valley. T this sngge.c;tion may be oppos d t.he s ar ity f - ing ' plac -na.mes in the distrj t and the Wl'jtten a count in th Angl -Sa on Chroni 1 (c mpil cl mor than 200 y ars a.f ter tb event) as ign il1g the clat of th inv::l.s.ion , and uaptur Ol Aylesblu·y and the Lhre other towns to the year 571. hesc problems have be n discuss rl very fully elsewhere,6 and we must now await the further evidence that we ma.·y reasonably exJJe t will ome t light in Bu kingham h.ir from time t time. To the resear h worker the problem of AngloSa. on combs, th latest e~ ample of which, circa 1020 A.D., wa found in t.h tomb f St. uthbert at Durham, would appear to offer scope for inv stigation. 

1 in ally, to th s - who are not onvinoed that an oc a.sionn1 flight f sp nlation must · evitably re. ult in disaster, it rna be o.f interest to mention that vidence exists elsewhere to indicat a 1 tb centUI'Y Sa. on oc upation of Bledlow which they ma,y like to think riginated from th above-mentioned early set.Llement and persist d in tbis Buckinghamshir village until comparatively modern time.."!. 

5 E. Thurlow Leeds, op. cit., p. 102. 
6 M. W. Hughes, "Grimsditch and Cuthwulf's Expedition to the Chilterns in A.D. 571." Antiquity (Sept., 1931), v. 19, 291ff. 




