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THE ROMAN POTTERY MADE AT FULMER 

By PHILil' CoRDER, M A., F.S.A. 
In a note in the Records of Bucks, xiv. 67, Mr. Clive Rouse recorded the discovery oj the site of Roman pottery l\iln~ a Dll~ s Wood, .Fulrn r. No excavation has been po,'sible, and in pr ent ir nm­st.ances this may hav to be indeflnit ly postponed. onsiderab1 quantity of unstratin d pott ry frO!JJl the it wnsJ ho·wever, ·ollect·d. Th description and ·las, ilicati n f this baR be n und rtaken in the b Uef thaL it may prov us ful to fuf:,ure stnrlerr s f the Roman ·cupaiion of Lhe neighb u.rhood. By the begirming f the second century pottery seems to have b n manuia tured in v ty inhabited locality where suitabl ·lay was availa.bl . There are in onsequence gr:ea.t differen ·es in t.he £orm.s of ves els in daily use in different areas f l,he provin , types that had become oLsoJ.e.te in on par bejng fonnd in regular use in an ther. Grave errors may therefore be committed by ih s wbo qu t parall els from on area in sup­port of the date of a vessel from another. In the following r p rt the qtwting of parall ls has been restt·i ted wber v r pocsible to the area in which th Fulm r kilos at' situated. It i.s only by the study of oa.rso 1 otter. at its som·ce f ma.nufacture that a sotmd foundation can be laid for a knowledge of Romano-British coarse ware. 
Th re is noLhing at all r·emarkal le about the p t­tery m.anufa tured at Fulmer. It is coa1·se, the ware b ing often soft and always sandy and porous. De ora.ti n of any Hnd is Llficom1ll0n, and when it Occw·s, 1t lS mmonp)nce. rtain imilariti S to the prodn t of the Hedg 1'1 Kilnst might be ,exp ct d, and the nature o£ beso makes it clear that the tw potteries were at work at approximately the same time. But these parallels are confined to four types 

~ 

l Record. of IJucm, XIli, 252 et seq. 
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only.2 What is really remarkable is that there should be so little overlap. rnong the vessels produ ed a;t 'ulmer it is at on e n ti eable that th r are neith r jugs nor moTtaria. Tlu j s true also of edgerley. Th e eem to ha e had a wid •r di ·tribnti ha.n h r ar war p s-ibly b au Lh . leman e · 'ial clay for their sue-a sfu l manu£}. ' ure. As at H dg rley3 the survival of the native B lgi tradition in uch types as 1 1 12, is to b expected, and thcs . arc found alongside the oom on ''pi -dish 'I type , , a Roma.n f rm without ·my such an stry. h i.mita ion £ ~amjan forms in ar war 1 als not l a H dg rl . , in types 13 and J 4 is fonnd at rulm. r onl. in a · ngle example, yp 5. Thi is without n, H dger1 y p<1rnll I , ::tnd seems to owe at least as much to the Belgic girth­beaker4 as to Samian form 29/30. Kilns like those at Hedgerley and the, as yet un­. pl r ~ kib1B thai certainly exist ·d at :Fulm :r had a rela,tiv ly short life, and their activity is unlil Jy to hav ext nded over as mu h as half a century. nough has I een aid iD discussing ea h type to jn.­di at' the fin:;t ha.lf f the s c nd ·en ury as th p riod Lo whi h the Fulmer indn.-try is t b assigned. Closer dating than this must await the exploration of the kilns them.JSelves and of the Romano-British farrrm in the neighbourhood. 
THE WARE. s is to b , p t~d fr0111 1\ pott l'. siL , th ware vari greatly in ·olour. The same clay will often 1rodu r dt.lish, brown r gre~v ware a -ording to temp ratnre of firing a.nd the amount of arbon pl'esent in tho clay i self , or prodncerl b. fumjon·' r 'sm th rin ·". ThiH la st res1rlts fr· m rc' Luring th .• v \JJLilaLioo in Lh kiln in Lh early stages 

2 Fulmer. Hedgerley. Type 3 Typo 8. Type 8 = Type 2. Type 12 = Type 12. Type 13 = Type 16. 
3 Recm·d<J of Buchs, XIII, 272. 
~ Qf, Vierulamium, fig. 14, 33a, ami fig, ~5, 36. 
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o.f firing, s that soot is deposit l on the pots. Great va.ri ty f colour i. thus produ d from the same clay at .su. cessive firings of tb same kiln. Thi muy sometimes be jntentional, but m re fteu app l'" to b an accident of firing. 

The commonest colour at the :Fulmer kilns is a pale grey, though reddish-brown ware, with dark grey fumed surface, also occurs. 
In a few examples pale grey or white slip has been used, especially in types 8 and 12, but this is excep­tional, the bulk_ of the ware being without either fuming or slip-coating. 
The texture of the ware varies very little. It is seldom -very hard though the sof ness of many of the sberrls may be th reRu lt of inad quate firing This is to be expected and allowed for in dealing with 'wasters that bav be n discarded as fa.ihcres. The ware is invariably very porous; it is rough and sandy to the touch, being charged with small crystal­line _particles of sand. 
The majority of th v ssels ar un moothed a.nd without decoration though the large jars (type 12) have roughly smoo~hed shoulder zone.'3 which may he de orated with impress d wavy lines or faintly bllrnished str kes or tr llis pattern. But on the whol d oration: is excepti nal. 

BELGIC WARE . 
.Several sherds were found of a very large jar, about f-in. thick, j11 friable black ware with red­brown sudac", pr bably n e mooth and soapy to the touch, but n w mu eh p ri hed anrl pitted by w athering. Th ware bears a trong res m_hlanc to that of the large jnrs from B lgi Ve.rnla,minm. It dill rs fr m th war" of the wastei's from the kilns and must be considered as a survival not associated with the }()()al fabri~ whioh ar~ the subject of thi~ paper. 
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TYPE 1. Dr sHES WITH REEDED RIMS 

No complete section was obtained and the type is uncommon at Fulmer. Dishes with this form of reeded rim are less frequently found than the common carinated bowl with reeded rim, with which they are contemporarys. In the highland military zones of the north and west this form of rim seldom survives the rei!]n o-f Trajan, but in t·bc civil listri ·ts of t he south and eas t tt remain . in us in a s mewhat degenerate form unti l well int th Ant nine period. '.L'be form, as manu.h tu.red at Verul::uniuru, hils recently been discussed by the writerli. No. 1 (a ) losely re embles, in E rm though not in ware, Verulamium Type J, N-P, while No. 1 (b) n1ay be compared with Verulamium T ype 1, Q7. The form docs not occur either at the ITedgerley kil ns, or at Hambledcn. A date in the £rst half of the second entury s ms pr bable. (a) s ft grey wa;re, containing small grains of cryst;11line 
SiLUd. Reddish drab uter layer prolJal;ly originally covered with grey s lip, l ut the surface has mostly perished. (b) Hard sandy reddish ware with fumed dark grey surface. Heavy rim with two deep grooves. This may be a carinated bowl rather than a dish. Diam. 7~in. 

TYPE 2. CARINA'l'ED BowLs WITH FLAT REEDED Rrus Like 'l ype 1, with whiGh it is contemporar r, this typ is f infrequent occurrence ·tt F ulm er. 'l'h b wls appear to b m rc rounded than is usua l wjth this type, anti Lhe wealmess f the profile may indicate a late positicm in the series. All three examples illustrated are chant erised by a groove around the ouler cdg f th rim, giv-ing it an upt11rued roru1ded li-p. 2 (h) and 2 (c) have a second groove fo rming a b arl t.o the inner edge Jf the rint . This typ curs Heither at Iledgcrlcy nor at Hamhleden . Allho ugh chara teristi [ the FhLv,ian peri od in many parts of Britain, tl1is form of bowl oulinll 'd in use into the Antoninc p riod iu th e villas and towns of the south and casts. (a) Pale grey. Ware like 1 a. (b) Soft sandy reddish ware, fumed dark grey. d. 1 b. Diam. 9iin. (c) Ware as 2 b, only rather harder. Diam. not ascer­tainable. 
TYPE 3. Pm-DISH WITH RoLL RIM 

This type of dish was in widespread use in the Antonine period, when it superseded the carinated bowls and dishes 
5 Cf. Ward, The Rornwn Fort at Gellygae?', Gla'TitM·gan, pl. 2 and 8. 6 Antiq. Jou1'n., XXI, pp. 273-6. 7 ibid. fig 2. a ibid, p. 276, and Norfolk Arch,, XXI, V, 5, V, 6. 
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Fig. 1. Roman Pottery from Fulmer (i). 
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such as Types 1 and 2. It was a common product of the Hedgerley kilns9, which reached their greatest activity in this period. Our examples are without the common lattice decoration, as were many of the Hedgerley dishes. At Verulamium they were manufactured at the same kilns as the carinated bowls10 which they superseded c. A.D. 150-160. They were also made at the kilns at Sandford, Ox nll. (a) Soft sandy pale grey. D i·1.m. rat11er uncertain. Rounded rather than bevellled at the ba e. (b and c) Similar ware. (d) Sandy red ware, fumed black like 1 b and 2 b. (e) Good hard light grey ware. (f) Very hard blue-grey, probably over-fired. Diam. 6in. 
TYPE 4. STRAIGHT-SIDED DISHES 

This type of dish is too featureless and common to be easily dated. It is uncommon on our site and was not made at Hedgerley. (a) Gritty reddish-buff, fumed dark grey. (b) Sandy brown, fumed grey surface, mostly worn off. 
TYPE 5. CARINATED BOWL IMITATING SAMIAN 29/30 

'l'his is a single example, but its fabric leaves no doubt that it is a I cal p r du t. It is in sof t sandy g rey clay, with fumed grey surf a e, n w m st ly 1 rish I. Th re ru· g-r l1J'S f 5 vertical combed lines around the body, by way of decoratio11. :uch bowls occur frequentJy at vVroxeter in the period A.D. 80-12012, bu l are more common in t.he latter part of the 1st century than at the beginning of the 2nd. At Verularnium they were made ;Lt the same kilns as reeded carinated bowl ­and roll-rim piedishes13, but appear to have gone out of fashion during the second quarter of the 2nd century. They were manufactured at Sandford late in the 1st or early in the 2nd century14• 
TYPE 6. COLANDER 

A single example in very coarse gritty ware charged with crystalline particles of sand and flecks of charcoal. It is soft pale grey with perished surface. Any bowl may be converted into a colander by drilling holes in the base or piercing them before firing, but it is usual to choose a vessel with a flat base for the purpose. The raised base of our bowl has been pierced by no less than 82 small holes. 
9 Recordis of Bucks, XIII, 276. 10 Antiq. Jour-n., XXI, 277-8. 

11 Ar-chaeologia, LXXII, fig. 9, 56. 12 Wrbxeter, I, p. 70. 
l3 A11tiq. Jour-n., XXI, 277. 14 Ar-chaeol., LXXII, 227-8, fig. 1, 3. 
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TYPE 7. WIDE-MOUTHED JARS WITH SHORT NECKS 

This group of jars is characterised by its heavy rim, obliquely flattened on the inside, its short neck and marked shoulder. The fact that all the examples are broken off at the jun ·lion of lh ne ·k <U1d body points to a structt1ral wcakn ss in the dcsip;n. rt also make. the res luration r ihe pmflle !)( Lite ty r s 111 whut trmj ec tur"l. The high shoulder-an early f alure-s ems eerta in but compttre 'Jyve • . from th kilus ~~ t Caistor-by-NorwichlE. a very simil~tr fnrm of jar prodll cu during the ftr~t Lhree decru.Jes Cli U1.c 2nd century. Noth.ing­lil ·e these jars was made at L-:ledgerley. (a Hard gritty g-rey. Diam. 7gin . (l>) 'oft sn.ndy pale grey, very porous. Large, but tn11 much twisted for a reliabl ' di ,tm. t.n he obtain •tl. (c) Soft sandy reddish-brown. Traces of pale grey slip coating. Diam. 8i-in. (d) Hard reddish-brown with purplish exterior. Diam. 8.;tin. (e) '(wo fragments, one pale grey, the other reddish -grey, in soft sandy ware, and ·]early from Lh same jar. Diam. 7;iin. Clea_r evidence of the wueli abi lity of nlour, particularly when dealing with "wast rs.•i 
TYPE 8. WIDE-MOUTHED ROUND-BODIED JARS WITH CoRDONS 

AT JuNCTION OF NEcK AND BonY 
1'b1s fo rm of jar is ·h aracterised by i'Ls roll-rim, often slightly lmdercut, and short, s me'vvhat concave neck, separated by a. c rd n or leugc (really a degenerate cordon) from the rotmcled body. The bas is generally slight ly raised, having a groove arotmd th · tmd r 'dge, which produces a fo tring up n which the vesse l stands. T llis Roman devel pm ut of a Helgi · prniCltype s ·ems t have l cen in wid.esJJrcad us • in lbc lklgi area hltc in the l st century and incTeasiogly in the first half of the 2nd century. Our form closely resellll Tes Hcdgerley, Type 215, though hair our examples ]Jrcserve the degenerate cordon at the neck, like tbal of Hedgerley, Type 1. 'rhe development or the f rm may be conveniently stud.ied at Vcrll lamium, from Cl:~udian times17, tbr ughoul the second century18. very similar form of j r in hard thin huH ware was mass-produced at eru lamium in the Hndri<tn- ntonine 1 eriod1 , and was in common usc as a inerary um in L.l1e L. • tephen's emctcry thereW. AHhuugh no complete outline wa re ' < vered of our fulmer type, there 
15 J.R.S., XXII, pl. VII. 
1G Recm·dJs of Bucks, XIII, 273, pl. IX. 17 Verulamium, lg. 36, 74, 75. 18 ibid. fig. 35, 66, and fig. 33, 50, and Archaeol. LXXXJ.V, fig. 10, 6. 
19 Antiq. Joum., XXI, 283-7. 20 St. Albans & He>·ts, A.A. Trans., 1935, fig. 19 and 20. 
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is no reason to doubt that these general-purposes jars were being made here and at Hedgerley at the same time. (a) Soft sandy drab, with faint traces of pale grey slip coating. Diam. 6!in. (b) Sandy pale grey. Traces of light grey slip. Diam 7!in. (c) Light red. Thin pale grey slip coating. Diam. Sin. (d) Hard sandy grey. Traces of pale grey slip. Diam. 7!in. (e) Hard sandy grey. Diam. 6~in. (f) Gritty red-buff. Traces of pale grey slip. Diam. 7{!in. (g) Part of the base of a jar of this form. Gritty red-brown with fumed black surface. 
TYPE 9. MISCELLANEOUS JARS 

Although jars with rims so various in detail as these can hardly be classed as a type, they are alike in being all of local fabric, having relatively wide mouths, little or no neck, and no shoulder. (a) Coarse sandy pale grey. Traces of scored oblique lines (or lattice?) around the upper body. (b) Coarse sandy pale grey; short vertical neck. Diam Siin. (c) Coarse sandy dull red with fumed dark grey surface. Diam. 6!in. (d) Coarse sandy pale grey. Diam. 7!in. (e) Pale grey, less gritty than a-d. Diam. 6{!in. (f) Hard rough grey. Diam. 6~in. (g) Large, but diam. uncertain. Very coarse sandy gritty ware. (h) Hard rough blue-grey, overbaked and twisted. 6!in. (i) Hard sandy pale grey. Twisted. 
Diam. 

(j) Sandy drab, with reddish layer beneath Rather smoother than most of the others. (k) Hard sandy grey-brown, with red layer surface, as in j. Diam 6~in. 
the surface. 

(I) Hard sandy grey, twisted, but diam. c. 7-!in. 
Diam. 5-!in. beneath the 

(m) Sandy hard grey. Large, but diam. uncertain. 
TYPE 10. BEAI{ER 

This is a single example. Pale grey gritty ware. 
TYPE 11. HEAVY STORAGE JAns WITH ANGUI.AR RIM 

These are Romanized descendants of the common Belgic storage jar, such as those found at Belgic Verulamium21• The 
21 V erulamium, fig. 18, 60a, and fig. 19, 60b. 
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rectangular rim of our examples is found in tbe 2nd-3rd century at Verulamium22, though no evidence survives to indicate that ours preserved the horizontal rilling of the Belgic prototype. A similar large jar with rectangular rim was found at Hambleden23• It is noteworthy that all our examples, although in local fabric, charged with crystalline sandy par­ticles, retain the reddish colour, with fumed grey to black surface, of their Belgic ancestors. (a) Coarse brick red, with fumed dark grey surface. Grooved as if to take a lid. 

(b) Hard gritty dark red, with fumed black surface. Diam. 8}in. 
(c) Very similar to b, but diam. uncertain. 
(d) Gritty and hard dull purple. Diam. 9in. 

Fig. 2. Roman Pottery from Fulmer (t). 
22 ibid., fig. 37, 76. 
23 Archaeol., LXXI, fig. 16, 159. 
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TYPE 12. LARGE NARROW-NECKED JARS ·wiTH CoRDON AT 

JuNCTION OF NECK AND BoDY, ~ND BAND, OFTEN 
DECORATED ON SHOULDER This form of jar, like Type 8, which it often accompanies, is descended from a common Belgic prototype24• Similar cor­doned jars, with decorated bands round the body occur all over the province from the Claudian period25, in the second half of the 1st century26, in the early 2nd century27. They were made at the local kilns at Silchester2B, while similar jars were manufactured at Hedgerley29. ur jars would <~PI ear to fa ll late in the series, and t belong to the fixst half < f the 2ntl entm-y. o nip~~re I with ther ty1 es £rom tb.e l•'ulmer kilns they are hard, re latively thin, al.ld in nnfumeJ grey war . is usuaJ in the tyt e, 0111 bea r zo11e•· of decoration wi Lh faintly burnished lines, impressed wavy lines, or both, on shoulder or body. (a) Hard sanely pale g r y ware. Narr w neck wit h everted rim with n c rdon at the jnncti ll uf neek and l.wdy. A plain shou lder ?.one is separated from the bod. by a deep groo e. The rim, neck and upper part of the b dy, to ab t1t an iJ1 ·h b lc w the shoulde1· gJ·oove, are smoothed, the body heing left very rough. Variations in rim s ·tiu u ;trc shcn n in b-h. II <tr in similar grey ware, which does not call for separate description. Diameters are as follows:-(b) 4in. (f) Siin. (c) 4in. (g) S!in. (d) Siin. (h) 4-!in. (e) Siin. Rims i-k differ from the rest in being sharply under­cut, but, in all probability they belong to similar jars. (i) Gritty grey with traces of white slip. Diam. 4~in. (j) Gritty red-brown, with traces of orange slip. Diam 5-}in. (k) 'r y- lrab w-ith traces of vvhitc s lip. D.iam. Sfin. 'i'he majority of these pots are lm leconted lik · ' l'ype 12 at I1e~lgerley30, which they ·losely resemble. Faintly burnished lines do, however, oc ·ur, t1 ua1ly t n the shoul l r jl.on , while sherds showin g one ,r mure wavy lines from the body of large jars, probably of this form, are illustrated in (1) and (m). Dr. Wheeler 

24 Verulamium, fig. 16, types 45 a and b, 46 a and b. 
25 Richbm·ouyh, I, pl. XX, 4. 26 MaryicZunum, J.R.S., XXXI, fig. 11, nos. 11, 14; Newstertd, pl. xlvii, 38; Verulamui1n, fig. 34, 61. 27 Gellyyae•·, pl. II, type 4; B•·econ, fig. 95, C6; Ve?'!tlam.imn, fig. 35, 62. 
28 Silclvester Potte•·y, lxxvi, 9, 10. 
29 Recm·d~ of Buelo>, XIII, 274 . 

• 30 ibid. p. 278. 
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found chronological significatlC in this form of cl ec ri1 -ti 11 at Urecou3l, 1Jul wh th •r this b s 1 or not, it is qui c untrue for other parts of nritain, where wavy impr ·ssecl lin es a re a common form of llccM:nion in a ll p riolls, partkul:\r ly ill h lat 4th century in parts of the north. Rhcnl. frtH 1 s id e o f ](!rg jar. Hard s~mdy dark gr ey. n a smoothed band between grooves g rotq s of four faintly bmnishe I Lines arranged chevrc n-wise. Single J ·eply impressed wave IJel w. 
H~rd sandy grey, with reddi sh sandy surface. Doub le impressed wavy lines belo-w two faint grooves. U n] rate<! shoulder )f a jar of type 12. Good hard grey wa-re with pale grey slip ·oaliug. \V 11-markeu cordon separati1rg neck and shoulder, and three groov beneath 1 lain s houlder z ne, giv ing the effect of a Joublc ordon. Hard andy pale grey. Faint trellis < n shou lder between double grooves, forming shallow cordons. Pa le sandy grey. Faintly I urnishecl vertic:d lin s on shoulcle1· i!:( ne between loull gr ves, giving the effect of shallow cordons. Very faint intersecting wavy lines appear on the shoulder zone of d. 

TYPE 13. LARGE JAR 
A single example, resembling Hedgerley Type 1632• Soft sandy light red, showing traces of grey slip. 

TYPE 14. Lm 
Very few 1i Is wer fuund, and most consisted of small sherds only. On the ana logy of U1e local pottery at Verulam­ium, jars of Type 8 ;wcl < ften u wls of Type 2 would be used with lids33• Th exampl illus trat~u is in local grey ware and calls for no comment. 

31 Wheeler, Tlte Roman Fo1·t at )J?·rron, p. 231, quoted in the Hedgerley report, p. 277. 32 Record·s of Bucks, XIII., p. 276 and 278. 33 Antiq. Jou1'11., XXI, p. 292, fig. 5. 


