SUDSTANCE OF A LECTURE DELIVERED sEBFT. 30,

1858, BY ARCUDEACON BICKLRSTETIH UGN TIE

RUINS OF THE CHAPEL OF SaINT PETER, AT
QUARENDON,

Dofore I enter npon the FEerlesinstical records of
Quaremlon, it way e wseful to ofler g few ebservations
upon the history of the mancr.  The manor of Quarendon
has never been sub-divided, but has abways pusscd entire
from ooc possessor to anather, At the twe of the Nac-
man survey it was in the possession of Geofficy de Man-
deville; and frem hum it passed througl vanous handa
inte the family of Lee. We find that family fivst 1nen-
tianed in conmection with this estate about A D, 1450
andl the preperty appears te have passed ubsalniely inte
their possession, in the time of 1lenry VIII. The gmiiy
residence of the Lees was then at Durston, m the
neighbanring parish of Astan Abhbotts ; though thore was
no doubt a residence before that time at Quarendon, Siv
Bobert Lee was then possessor, and from him the property
descended to Wie son, Sir Avthony Lee, who was the -
futher of the celebrated Sir Henry Eee, the Champion of
Queen Elizabcth.  Sir Henry Lee made Quanendon his
principal scat, and built a Yarge mansion here, on the site
probably of former manorial residences. The spot may
yet be traced by the irregularity of the surface, and b
the remaine of the meat by wlich it was surmundcn{
The house wae nw doubt of the usual style and character
al mansians of that perisd, such as we distinguish by the
name of Elizabethan. We learn from Sir Henry Lee's
cpitaph, a :::utp}' of which i prescrved 1o Colling' Pecrage,
that he also founded o Hospital at Quarendon. Here he
Yived in great stute amud splendowr ; andd on chis very spot,
on one nocasion at least, IEn: had the honeur of entertaining
Qucen Elizabeth, A long account of the festivities is
given in the third volume of # Queen Flizabeth’s Pro-

tesaes,” where it is stated that @ in the month of Avguet,
#1592, 8ir Henry Lee was honoured by his Rowal Mis-



__...n,..

. _;M__j..l_.lﬂﬁrurv

] e |
THATH

QVARENDON CHAPEL IN 1808,



QAUARERDON. 23

“ {ress's presenee for two days at Quarendon, in the Vale
“ of Avlesbury,”  After Sic Henry Liee's death in 1810,
the estate of Quarondon passed to his cousin and neat
of kin, Henry Lee, whe was cveated a Barongt. A lator
deseendant of 1he f'ntn.i]:r, Sir Falward Henr _T,m;, W NG
{A.1 1674) created Earl of Litchficld, with Viscount
Chuarendon as his setond titie. His grand daughter Char-
loste Became sefe heiress, and Ty lwer marriage the
property passed to Lord Dillos, whose son, the 13th Lord
Lillon, sold it about 180¢, to James Dan Fre, Fsq., of
“-Iﬂtﬂn Park, ncar Beaconsficld, who is the present pro-
pri-tor.

The Church or Chopel of Guarenden, which iz dedicated
to Bt. Poter, is stated both by Lysons aud by Lipecoml,
(the laticr of whom gives Browme Willia as his anthority )
to have been founded in the 1dth cemtury, about 1392,
This howewver, fu o mistnke; ue there iz evidence both am
records, and from the fragmentary remaing of the building
itself, to show that its eriginal foumdation was much carlicr
than this, Amnngst thi: Iﬁuhlis]u:il reconds of our SU-EirL}r,
there is printed a copy of the instrument by which the
Yicarage of Dierton wae ocdained.  Tlic instrunent was
exceuted by the then Eishop of Lincoln, at Siowe; and
it bears date Tth Kalends of Decomber, { Nov. 2th) T3,
Frevious to that time, Bictton, Quarndon, DBoeklod,
ancl Stoke Mandeville, were all of thean Chapels of case
te the D'arish Church at Aylesbury; and the fncient
Churches of these places respectively were served by
privsts frem the mother Church.  In the document
relerred to, it is appeinted that the Viear of the nowly
conetituted incumbency of Terton sheuld have ™ one
“ Chaplain to minister in the Chapel of Quarrndon,
“ anather in that of Deokeland, and o thied in that of
o Brokes," besiles # 2 lmr'lt?ﬁt dwelling with bim" ty azeist
him 3t Bierton, It is therelore guite clear from lunce
that there was a Cliurch st Chovrcndon at least as early gs
12 . how much carlicy we have oo eerbin means of
determining.  The chaneel arch, of which enly a wuall
portieon now remains, is evidently very catly, possibly of
the 1<th erntury, e:-rtainl}f not ]n.br:l' than the h:*ﬁ'i]ming
of the Lith.  This is no donbt a portion of that huilding
which was standing when the YVicarere of Therten wag
constituted,  'The greater part of the remaioing portion
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of the rains is late Decorated; o that, if we had no other
cvidenee te guide s, we should refer it to about the end
af the 14th century.  But if we come to enguire whether
there are any memorandn abont that period referring to
the Chapel, we find that in the 1st year of Hichard I,
(4.1}, 1377} license was given to * John Faroham, John
¢ Bmith, and John Herbert, to wesign a certain Chapellane
“ to colebrate dayly Service in the Chapel of Quarendon,
+ ond that John Farmham might give the ssid Chapellane
“and hia suceossoras a wessnage and 2 yard land, and
“ John Smith give him a toft and mesznage, and Jolo
“ Herbert e tolt and messuape.™ It is oatural to con-
tlude that Jolin Faraham, by whose exertions a resident
minieter and o daily service were provided for Quarentdon,
wus the game person by whose liberality the Chapel was
at this time restored and enlarged, Ncarly s hundred
years had thew preeed sinee the srdaining of the viearage
of Iierton. The incurobents of that place had prolably
been unable tu fulfil the conditions of the eriginal founda-
tion ; the eervices at Quarendon had perhaps bocome
irregular and infrequent—and the Chureh itecli Tl
suffered fur want of repair; when Johm Faroham and his
friends umited to restore the building, and to previde n
permancent cndowment, 6o as bo secure a daily serviee.

Browne Willis meoijons o bope monumental slab §
which rermamed in his time in the body of the Church,
upon which were an effigics and an insciiption; awd it is
supposed with good reasom, that (his ﬁll'j.;h marked the
place of interment of John Farnham, the great benefuctar
to thie Chicch, in the 14th century,

There way anether manuwmental slab ab this time jn the
gouth aisle, the brazses of which had oll disappeareit, and
which may probally have ¢overed the vemains of Richard
Lo, who, A Th 1499, ¢ willed to be bucied in St Peter's
* Church, at Quarendon, betore St. George's image ™

* Extroct by Nmowne Willle, from the ** Patent Mot "

+ This elah was of marhie, anantly Purberl, A Tirge framment of
it atill wxints, ond formro Juert of the Bt of el :r]lnruls:he Reljrvimin
Facm-haose,  The fragment ia vweo feet oioe buebes wido, oiod e ].l,"rlglﬁ
of the perfeet sink must hete been plbout Bve Bocte It cunting e
mitrin of o brige inthe contee, prolobly o Spwre—lemath, Gwo fiet, four
inthiem; width ol the ellgews, seven incles. There wore alao four braes
ailic'ld.n, oot bb gach eormer of Lo slab,
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We learn from Browne Willis, that in the 18th century,
{about A T 1570) the whale of this district suffored from
an overwhelming focd, which swept away abount 3K
sheep and cattle, belenging to 8ir Henry Lee, and did
great damage to the Chapel. Sir Henry however rencwed
ehe Luilding. In his cpitaph already referred to, it i
stated that © he revived the ruines of this Chappelll” Du
judging drom the presemt remains of the building, we
shoald infer that the dwnage done by the flood was not rg
extensive as theee words would seem to imply. The
chancel windews were no doubt remewed, and pechaps
the clerestory ndded ot this time ; but the greater par of
the Chapel is evidently the werk of John Farmham's
timr, end must therefore have survived this food.  The
fabric, however, appears to have seflered greatdy from
neglect soon after the death of Sir M. Tee; and, like
many other sacred vdifices, ivwas prolably injured during
the civil wave; Tor Browire Willis informs us that it was
returned in 1640, (Sir II. Lee hovimg died in 168100 that
Cé-the minister of Bierton, to which thie i8 a Chapeler,
“ has £10 far :if_"h'ing it.; Latthat it has had no service for
“ many vears, and isin ruins, and has ne glass left, or Lell
“Joit" From s sketch of the Chapel, pubhshed in the
Clentleman’s Mogazine, in 1817, it would appear that the
originnl fac rn':m:r[II:I of the nave had been romeved, and a
high pitched tile roof had beem wabstituted. There waa
also at that time, ar the western end of the building, d
within the outer walls, 3 low square turect, or woaden
stape, which i said o have vontained threo bells, two of
which, {if reparts be correct) were taken dway during the
‘eivil wars, and the third removed subscquently to the
mother Church of Bicrien®

Even in the present ruined condition of the Chureh, we
ran clearly trace at least theee distinet periods of architec-
ture. The first—FEarly English, {pnrhags tramsition Nor-
many in the remains of the chaoeel-areh, and in portiong
of the masonry, parlicularly the worth-west corner of the
north aisle. ‘The secend—Tlate Decorated, which compre-
hends the piers and arches of the nave, the extemal walld,

* Externnl and internal sicwns of tte Chapel, e it appeared in 1R]7,
are here given from the Ueatlmono's Slagazine, The lichograph st the
beginning of this poper is frum 8 phoetegrapiis viow of i proscnt o
it 1358, —En, *

E
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and in fact, the greater portion of the building. And the
third—the Tuder style, which appears prineipally in the
fragments of the chancel windows. This latter portion
vag doubtless the work of Sir Henry Lee.

The east window of the north aisle was a very beanutiful
example of Decorated architecturr ; and enough of the
tracery yoi remaing to enable ns to reproduce the whols
design.  The four centered window at the cast end of the
chancel was well proportioned ; and making due allawanes
far the Jdefeota of the architecture of that period, it must,
with the astained glass with which it was eariched, have
presemted an imposing appearance. The hooks which
cartied the shutters to protect the glass may vet be soen
in the exteroal jambs of the window,

The dimensions of the buldiog were as follows ;—

Navea, 40 frot by 20 feet.

Chancel, 21 feet by 13 fret.

South aisle, 41 feet by 8 feet.

Worth aisle, 40 fcet by 9 feet 9 inches.

Besides the two menurental slabe in the bedy of the
Church, there were three monuments, or altar toeils, of
the Elizabethan period, in the Chancel. One on the south
side to the memaory of Sir Anthony Lee, (the Gfather of Sir
Heary Lee) and Blargaret his wile, daughter of Sir The-
mas Wiat, Another wagnifieent tomb on the northside,
to the memory of Sir Henry Lec; and another on the
game gide, with an alabaster fizure of a lady kneeling,
This monument is said to have been removed by order of
the Dishop of the Diocese, within two yeoars of Sir
Henry's death; and regard for his memery meducea us to
draw a veil over the civeumatances® The wife of 8ir
Henry Lee (daughter of William Lord Paget) and their
three children, were buried et A}'lesbur}r m 1594, and
theie monument {a stll to be seen in tho noeth transept of
the Iarish Chureh.

These menwmeénts, end many of the fttings of the
Church were existing in the memery of severyd persons
now living ; and fragments of them, and of portions of the
Church are yet to be seen in the ncighbﬂurﬁuud.

* In tha garden of the adjoining farm bhoues, there ara atill io ha scen

frngments of the carved Rgures composing thesms monumcnta, One

of & fornale figure, probably that of Anns Yavesour, the ofliee, that of &
knipht in srmeour, most lkely $ir Henry Las,
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It is not known when thizs Church ceaged to be used far
ublic worship. In the Maguoe Briteomia, published iz
720, it is deseribed as a *cdisuseid Chapel.™ But it

appears from the Bierton Register Books, that it was ueed
for vecaniounal services, long after this date. A marriage
was solemnized here as late as Dec, 22, 1748, and burials
have takem place occasiomally till within the last fifey
years, in the Church-yard adjoining, the boundaries of
which have now disappeared |

A man nsmed Robert Hintou, died last January at
Qnarcoden, aged eightyawo yeare, Ilis father filled the
office of sexton of the Chapel, and he himself could re-
peember having essisted at & burial at Quarendon, about
fifty years ago ; and he said that at that time service was
performed there about onee in two or three Sundays, as it
suited the convenience of the ther Vicar of Biertow, He
could point vut the line of the old road, which coonected
Bierton with Quarendon ; and he kept possession of the
keya of the building, uotil wauton persons broke in the
door, and by degrees mutilated and carried offithe moau-
ments and fittings of the interior,

Lt is sad to sce this ancient and besutifully proportioned
little temple thus crumbling away before our eyes. Our
firet wizh would naturally b to sce it rertored. But un-
lesn some fulure proprieter of the eptate were to make
Quarenden his residence, it pecmy useless to look for a
renewal of the building. Such a work would now require
a considerable outlay. Moreovor, the scantiness of the
population, {scarcely morve than filty persons) and the
inncceseibility of the sitmation, at least in winter, form
additicns]l impediments to ench a dewign. All that at
present we can hope to accomplish, is to fonce round these
sacred remalee, en as to reecue them, if possible, from
forther injury, and to arrest in some degree the pro-
gress of decay. About £30 would enable us to do this
effectually. Will not the lovers of Christian archaology
agelsf ue in preserviog this interesting fragment, if not from
inevitable msum?tiun by time, at least from reckless
mutilation by man ?

E.E.

Addendum to e Paper on Buowws Wiets —In the Liat of
Wilkis' Publications at page 4, the writer can add, outhe autho-
rity of the Rev. Wililam Cole, « $he Genenlupionl figiory of
the Family of Lord Perceval’ 2 vols.; of which a few copics
ware privately printed.  Bee Cuole's BISS., vol. 32, folio 219,



