
so. Matthew Shrimpton, as Mrs. Donald made clear, was making sail needles and bodkins in Long Crendon up to the day of his death in 1894. 
This heresy apart, Need/emaking is an admirable little book. Like the needle itself, it is a precise example of multum in parvo. M.D. 

The Rose Family. Rayners and Tylers Green. Miles Green & Evelyn Clark. Penn & Tylers Green Jubilee Committee Local History Group, 1982. 
Squirearchy came late to Tylers Green, Penn, so late indeed that this modest book covers the last age of that ancient institution. It tells how Sir Philip Rose, a Wycombe-born solicitor of great drive and ability, built up an estate in the hamlet (as it then was), and from 1845 devoted himself, with considerable success, to acting the part of the benign, paternal squire, where none had been before. It is clear that the benignity was entirely genuine, and that the family was held in much affection. Their ascendancy lasted, in effect, only two generations, and the estate was broken up in the early 1920s, an event still remembered with regret. 
Mrs. Clark, born into the long-established local family of Winter, contributes her own reminiscences of the early years of the century, and there are many interesting photographs. The book is attractively written and produced and is warmly commended. J. C. T. 

The Aylesbury Duck. Alison Cole. Buckinghamshire County Museum. 40p, or £1.11 incl. postage and packing. 
By 1981 only one small flock of Aylesbury ducks survived, and that was not at Aylesbury but at Chesham. In 1891 one village alone, Weston Tirville, was sending 25,000 ducklings to London every year, and the part of Aylesbury round Friarage Road was known as Duck End. 
That the Aylesbury was a distinct breed, and not just a white duck that happened to have been hatched near Aylesbury, is clear from Alison Coles' most interesting monograph. She charts its progress from an unrecorded process of selective breeding in the eighteenth century, through to years in the nineteenth when it brought a modest prosperity to many poor men in the Vale, and on to its decline thereafter. The reasons for this decline are made clear; not surprisingly they included greed and laziness. 
The economics of duck rearing are discussed, and many of its techniques described. Since the latter included indoor raising of a creature that cannot be house-trained, they might prove difficult to revive. 
This attractively written and meticulously documented little book is most welcome. 

J.C.T. 

OBITUARY 
The following members died during 1981: 
Major Leslie Marler, OBE, TD, died in his 81st year. He had lived for many years at Bolebec House, Whitchurch. He had been Chairman of Capital & Counties Property Co. and in 1971-2 served as High Sheriff of the county. 

W.F. Serby served the Society as Hon. Treasurer from 1941-63 during which time he was also County Treasurer. 
Other deaths recorded were A. W. Astling, L. St. J. French, Miss M. Lee, Mrs. M. Michaelis, G. Pace, B. Rolfe, W.E. Seckington, Miss B.M. Smith and Mrs. I. Toplis. 
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