ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES

The following notes on fieldwork carried out in the
connty in 2006 have been compiled from noles pro-
vided by commaeraial archacological organisations
and local societies, and lists ol projects provided by
the Milton Keynes and Buckinghomshire County
Counvil’s Archacological Officers, The writer is
grateful to those organisations and individuals for
thiir nssistance,

Mevertheless, the report is incomplete, since nol
all orgnnisations appearing on the above lists have
responded to requests for information. The regional
Jourmal Seth Midlands Avchoeodogy should there-
fore also be consulted,

The reader is reminded that the Sites and
Monuments Records mnintained by Buckinghnm-
shire County Council und Milton Keynes Council
are the primary sources for more detailed mforma-
tion on sites and finds. As in previons years, the
provise location ol eertain discoveries, particularly
those that might contain metal objects, has nol been
given in order o redoee the chance of looling,

fob Zeepvat
KEY
For the sake of brevity, and in order 1o avoid repe-

titiom, the nomes of some of the contribuling organ-
isntions hnve been abbrevinted as follows:

AS Archaenlogical Solutions

ABC Archucological Services & Consuliancy
MA Morthamptonshire Archaeology

OA Oxtord Archaeology

PREHISTORIC

Bletehley, Newion Leps
SI' 869 315 (centre)

An evaluntion wos carried out by NA on 40ha of
lamed at Mewton Leys, south of Bletchley, This
defined an arey of vccupation dated 1o the middie
to late Iron Age, with limited Roman activity, The

site comprised at least ane ring ditch, interpreted as
d roundbouse, and a series of ditches, gullics and
small pits and postholes, as well as several occupa-
tion deposits Hilling shallow hollows. The remnants
of meiieval furrows were also present in some
Fields.

Buckingham: Manor Farm
SP EDD 340

WA carried out an evalumtion ot Maner Farm in
avinee of proposed housing development, This
revealed o single middle Bronze Age cremation
burial dated to o | 200BC or earlier, that had beegn
placed In o ceramic vessel mode with a prog-
tempered shelly elay. An area of burnl moterial
nearby may hove been associated wath the burial,
Medieval and post-medicvs ditches and plough
[urrows wiere also revealod, concentrated at the
north end of the site, A modern pig burdal was also
[l

Caolverton, Passenfiom Quarry
SPTTEG 3896

A group of four ring-ditches, presumed to be ley-
elled Bronze Age round barrows forming a linear
cemetery on low-lyving grownd sdjacent to the River
Cirent Ouse, were excavated by NA during 20067
prior to guarrying, The ring ditches had previously
been located by geophysical survey and confirmed
by trial trench evaluntion {Records 45, 217).

Two of the ring ditehes have been fully excavated
to dote, a5 well as more than holf of a third, One
was double-ditched, the diwmueters of the externsl
and tnternal rings being 3tim and 16m respectively,
The second ring ditch was also 30m in dinmeter,
and the third measured 22m, Within one of the fing
ditches the notwenl subsoil wos mised ond domed,
suggesting that the former central mound had only
been fully ploughed awny in recent times. The other
two had probably been levelled in antiquity, The
dilches were up 1o LO-1.2m degp, Mo conlempo-
rary internal features had survived, and it must be
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assumed that all waces of burials had been lost to
ploughing.

The absence of any decper caniral graves indi-
cated thot the primary burials are most likely to
have been cremations, suggesting that the barrows

ware probably constructed during the st hall of

the second millennium (2000-1400BC). There was
little evidence to date the barrows, but the upper
ditch fills contained residual lron Age pottery from
nearby settlement. The remnining ring ditches will
be excavited in 2007,

Part of a previously unknown pit alignment
wris nlso exposed, munning roughly at right anples
to the river, just beyond the southern end of the bar-
mow proup. Forty-two  piis were  investignied.
Cieophysical survey indicates that the alignment
continues beyond the excavated area. The pits were
generally eireular or oval in plan, 0.8-1.1m in diam-
eter, and 0.4-1.1m deep, The upper fills of most
contnined residunl eorly Dron Ape pottery, with
. 1000 sherds recovered. This sugpests that there is
likely to be an nssocinted settlement nearby, which
may have been a precursor o known middle to lae
lron Age and Roman settlement that has been
lneated by geophysical survey and confirmed by
triol trenching on land (o the immedinte enst of the
investignted area.

Denham, Denham Park Farm
T 0230 9010

During August ond early September, AS conducted
an extensive irial-trench evaluation ot Denhom
Park Farm. Thirty-three trenches contnined archoe-
ological features. The majorily of these were
ditches, probubly forming parts of relict field sys-
tems. Finds recovered from such features included
lnte lron Age, Roman, late medieval and modern
pottery, along with metal objects, plastic and gloss.
An alignment of postholes or pits dating to the lron
Ape was identified, and is considered 1o be part of
an agricultural structure. The remaing of probable
Furm buildings of post-medieval or later date were
wlso identified. Some siruck (int wos recovered,
although mainly from the topsoil. The site appears
to have heen used for ngricultural purposes over a
long period.
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Newport Pagnell, Land at Willen Rowd
SPET73 4210

In the early spring of 2006 a ring ditch was exca-
vated by ASC ona gravel quarry site to the south of
Newport Pagnell, beside the M1 motorway. This
feature, previously revealed by trinl lrenching
(Records 47.1, 222). measured 20m in dismeter
externolly. The ditch had an average width of
1.98m and a depth of 0.53m, No finds of any sig-
i leance were recoverad Trom the diteh fills, and
there was no discernible evidence of internal Fea-
tures. An extensive sampling programme revealed
only slight environmental information. The charoe-
ter and denudation of this monument suggests a
probable late Bronze Age date,

ey Aspreys
S BE19 5233

An excavation ond watching brief by OA during
development revenled a pit alignment dating to the
early Tron Age, Environmental evidence indicated
that the pits hod been lefi o Ol graduoally within o
lorgely open landscape. During the middle Iron
Ape one of the pits, by then just a shallow hollow,
was selected for the interment of a crouched inhu-
malon  budal, Later activity  was  limited 1o
medieval and post-medieval agriculture and quar-
rying. |Site published Recs Bucks 47, Part |

Princes Risbovough, 46-32 Picts Lane
SP 8213 1354

Evaluation of this site, conducted by AS in
November, revealed sparse evidence Tor prehistoric
and medieval activity in the south-eastern parl of
the site. Prelistoric leatures comprised at least one,
and probably two, narrow pullies, The medieval
Features may relate to a nearby moated site, The
remaining features were of post-medieval and mod-
ern date, A pit or diteh tzrminal, which produced a
sherd of 18"-century stoneware, also contnined o
large picce of hearth cake associated with metal-
working nnd smithing nctivity,

Wavendon, Nova Stte |
TL 4914 2386

An initial geophysicnl survey by MA of this exten-
sive development site, localed a possible ditched
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extension to a field boundary, a sub-rectangular
enclosure and linear features and o possible drove-
way, and iwo overapping ditched cnclosures,
Remnant medieval ridge and furrow was detected
over much of the site. Subsequent trial-trench eval-
uation, targeting the geophysical anomalics, con-
Mrmed that the diteh systems were part of a
mulli-period settlement including limited Iron Age
cccupation and a rural Romano-British settlement
which waos in use during the 2Znd to 4th centurics
AD,

ROMAN
Bow Brickhill: Belvedere Nurseries
SP BR74 3195

An archaeological watching brief by OA during
extensions to the nursery revealed evidence for a
Roman leld system. Four ditches were identilied,
from which Roman pottery and animal bone was
recovered. Previous work (of Records 43, 221 has
revealed similar features, and a Roman inhumation
burial,

Broughton, Broughton Manor Fuarm
SP 9010 3950 (centre]

Between August 2006 and March 2007 excavations
ware carried out by CamAre prior to housing and
industrinl development on two arens (Areas | & 2),
previously exomined by trial trenching in 2003
(Records 45, 219), when evidence for prehistoric,
Iron Ape and Roman activity was revealed.

In Area | there was limited evidence for pre-Tron
Age activity, with a small Bint-working hollow and
some unstratified flintwork, Settlement com-
menced as o formstend in the Middle Tron Age:
remmains were encountercd in the centre and west-
ern parts of the site, and extended beyond the
development area. The farmstead comprised a large
sub-rectangular or sub-square eneclosure with inter-
nal remains of o hul, Other features included two
other enclosures, one irregular, the other ¢.24m in
dinmeter; two round houses, two “4-post’ struc-
tures, a single human cremation, a few pits and
ditches,

The settlement became more prosperous in the
lote Iron Ape/Early Roman periods, when it
expanded o hamlet size. Area 1 may represent a
small dispersed settlement, while Area 2 was prob-
dbly inhabited by & scparate extended family,
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Houses and reloted fentures were found in both
areas, ns well s eremutions. In Aren 1 o eremation
cemetery duting from ¢ ADI-150 was uncovered,
which provided evidence of relatively rich bural
customs, Most of the cremations were found within
d small arca encompassing three separate enclo-
sures adjacent (o the main droveway. This 'reli-
gious" area continued to be respected long afier
disuse when, for example, a later Roman shrine
was placed adjncent to the former main cremation
enclosure, The droveways were presumably for
herding livestock, with paddocks and enclosures
present. At lenst one pottery kiln was found, and
grable furming moy have talen place between the
Iwo excavalion arens.

In the middle and late Romon periods settlement
continued in Area | as a wealthy farmstead. The
main bullding of this period consisted of a rectan-
gular structure more than 20m long and &m wide,
in the centre of the site. In the dth century this was
replaced by a stone building measuring ¢.20 = 14m,
with four large internnl post pads each more than
In i diometer, A disproportionate amount of
coing and other metal objects, tiles ele, were found
in the topsoil and subsoil wround this building.
Attached to the western side of the building was o
lean=to, housing an oven, Another leon-to compris-
ing un entrance porch lny on s eastern side, from
which-a stone pathway extended to the north-east,
Associnted with this bullding were a stone-lined
well and a possible timber pranary, The droveways
continued in use into at least the middle Roman
period and o Oeld system mcloding a lurge water-
ing hole was established in the late Roman period.

Great Linford, land adfacent to Rocla Pipeworks
ST 856 431

Excavation was carried out by NA in advance of
development, following an earlier trinl trench eval-
uation (Records 47,1, 221). In the northern part of
the site, the earliest evidence for activily comprised
a smull late Tron Apge settlement. A boundory diteh,
probably bounding a droveway crossing the site,
was identified, extending beyond the limits of
excavation, Its Bl contained some carly Roman
pottery, although the boundary may have been
established in the Iron Age, Transverse ditches sug-
pest the setting oul of adjocent field boundaries.
By the later 15t ceniury A o ditched enclosure
had been created to the immediate north of the
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boundary, and in the 2nd century a square enclosure
wis mdded 1w the south. These two enclosures were
muintuined and recut through the 3rd and dih cen-
turies. Both contained internal sub-divisions and
other gullies, pits and postholes, These features pro-
duced a wide runge ol domestic arefacts, ineluding
evidence for small-scale bronze casting. No house
plans survived, The animal bone nssembloge was
dominnted by cattle, indicating that pastorl furme-
ing was an important aspect of the economy, while
fragments of rotary querns and millstones, and the
remaing of drying ovens with the presence of
charred cereals, relate to arable exploilation.

A single Saxon sunken-Mloored building  was
found adjocent 1o the ditch of the southern enclo-
sure, Evidence of a ridge and furrow field system
was also present,

Newport Pagnell, Land at Willen Roed
SP 8750 4225 (centre)

In the summer of 20006 excavations by ASC in
advance of gravel extraction revealed a portion of
an enclosed settlement dating lrom the late lron
Ape to the late Roman period to the north of the
Bronze Age ring ditch reported above. The site,
previously identilied by irial irenching (Records
47.1, 222), consisted of a series of enclosures, field
boundares, and trackways, in additon to which
excavalions revealed three circular hut gullies, a
corn dryer, three wells, a pond and two rectangular
stone-flagged features, interpreted as possible cis-
terns. A single mhumation and a cremation ceme-
tery of forty individuals, all of relatively low status,
wiere dlso examined. The excavation produced sig-
nificant guantities of pottery and animal bone.
Comparntively few personal objects were retrievad,
though guern Imgments and o loom weight ottest to
eeonomic activity,

Three major phoses of activity were distin-
guished. MNone was mutually exclusive, as there
appeirs to have been a degree of continuity through
time which was manifested by the continual usage
of certain arens such as the pond, the burial grownd
and field boundanes, There wos no apparent brealk
in this theme of continuity. The first phase covers
the late Tron Age to carly Roman period, the second
is of early to mid Roman date, and the third covers
the mid 1o late Roman period. There was evidence
for medieval rdge ond farrow and | 8P-century
enclosure ditches.

2493
SAXON & MEDIEVAL

Abkefey, Chapel Lane
SP 7088 3777

A watching briel was carried out by ASC in June
el July during the construction of two houses and
associnted serviees. An eviluation of the site in
2003 revealed 11" to 14"-century features buried
beneath ¢.1.8m of sediment infilling a deep natural
dopression (Records 45, 219). A subsequent “strip
and record” excavation on the access road for the
development confirmed that most of the archaeo-
logicnl features present loy beneath the deepest
area of overburden in a natural chanpel/hollow
(Reconds 47.1, 223}, No archocological finds or
features were observed during exeavation of the
trenches for the sewer and drain. However, seven
unstratificd sherds of 11" to [4%-century pottery
and an undated infilled pond were discovered dur-
ing excavaiion of the footings of the western house
plot.

Aplesbury, 82-84 Walton Streel
SP 8225 1325

Between May and Jupe, AS carried out an excava-
tion on this site, to the south-cast of the historie
core of Aylesbury, Evidence for three phases of
activity at the site was revealed, The enrliest evi-
dence comprised a group of lurge, interculting pits
in the south-western purl of the site, and some
smaller pits in this area and further to the north.
Two small pits or postholes cut 1nto the base of one
of the larger pits may have ropresented a structure
within it. These features were dated to the 7% to
10™ century, with a later date in this range consid-
erod more likely. The second phase of nctivity was
dated to the 1011 10 13" century, and com-
prised a co-axinl boundary system and a group of
intercuiting pits. The final phase of activity was
dated to the 18™ to 20™ centuries, Features belong-
ing o this third phase were mostly associnted with
former buildings occupying the site in the Vielorian
period. ln the western part of the site was a feature
thought to represent part of an early-modem flood
defence scheme.
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Bletehley, 139-143 Buckingham Road
SPHS42 3318

I June and carly July AS conducted an excavation
al this site in the historie core of Far Bletchley,
nnmediately south of the possible line of a Roman
ol However, the only significant evidenee
revenled by the excavation was for loter medieval/
post-medicyal wod more recent activity, The later
medieval activity, dated to the mid 13" and 15
centuries, comprised features representing  a
boundary associsted with pastoral spriculture, ds
evidenced by nreas of erosion caused by the aclion
of animals. Anecdotnl evidence sugpests thot the
agriculturnl use of the site continued up unil the
Second World War, when Tirm buildings are
reported (o hiuve stood on the site, The archaeolog-
feal evidence does not confinm this, though it indi-
cates that the site was occupied or In use during this
periog.

Blotehley, land at Stoke Rowd
SPRE1E 3271

During December 2005 ASC undertook exeavation
of o site qdjrceni 0 Stwoke Rood, Water Eaton, in
advance of residential development. The excava-
tion followed a programme of evaluation {Records
471, 224) which located ditches and pits contain-
ing mid Saxon sherds, Removal of the topsoil
revealed ditches, gullies, pits, post holes and one
sunken-featured building which defined the posi-
tion of fenced boundaries, structures, an enclosure
and an appended Feld system, The pottery assem-
blage recovered from excavated features was small,
but sugpests that most of them may date to the mid
Saxon period. The Finds, excovated leatures ond
environmental evidence suggest the presence of a
short-lived farmstead occupied during the 8% and
oM centuries.

Embertan, Church Lane
SP 8855 4946

I Movember ASC carried out a watching brief
during groundwork for the foundation of an exien-
sion 1o the southern elevation of 7 Church Lane. A
pit or ditch comaining 12"-14" century sherds
was discovered at the northwest corner of the fooi-
print of the extension, Probable structurnl features
were also revealed  which may  predale  the
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medieval pit but definitive dating evidence was not
recovered.

Crreat Missendern, Missenden Abbey
SP 299 006 (centre)

In Cretober Chiltern Archueology carried oul a geo-
physical survey (resistivity) o the south of the ho-
hi, where linear features were seen to be present ns
parch marks during the dry summer. The survey
conlirmed that there are regular features in the
grounds. One lincar Teature was identified as a
19" century  eulvert  leading o the River
Mishowrne; others ore likely 10 represent o garden
layout of pre mid 18" -century date, predating the
Tuas- .

Leckivmmpstead, Mididle End Barn
5P 7279 3761

A sirip and record excavation carned out by NA
during groundworks for the construction of a new
stable on land at Middle End Barn, revealed a pond
and o small pit. Finds from the pond included pot-
tery of 12th to 17th century date, and parl ol a
“hunsen’-lype pewler candle holder, dated o the
late 15th to late 16th centuries.

Meatmaore, 2 Crafion

SP 8015 1961

An earthwork survey and archoeological watching
brietf were carnied out by ASC in June and July, in
advance of the construction of & manege, The
earthwork survey was expanded to encompass the
entirety of the figld within which the development
wus proposed, and recorded a southwest-northeasl
aligned hollow way, several platforms, borrow pils
and an infilled pond. The watching brief revealed
no archoeologically significant finds or features, as
the soil was only removed down to the subsoil hori-
L0mn.

Narth Crawley, 7a figh Streer
SP 9258 4475

In February ASC undertook an evaluation on land
adjocent to 7 High Street, in advanee of proposed
residential development. Two trenches were exco-
valed, the first revealing a pit contnining n smal|
partially articulated skeleton, and a gully contain-
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ing o single sherd of probable medieval date, The
gecond trench revealed only o gully eontaining no
finds. Two additional wrenches revealed a ditch con-
tmning o single sherd, also of probable medieval
date,

Olney, Warrington Road
5P BEA3 5251

A trink-trench evaluation was undertaken by NA in
July and Auvgust on meadowland to the west of
Warrington Road. No features of Roman date were
recovered, indicating that the site lay bevond the
immedinte environs of the Romuano-British settle-
ment of Ashfurlong, The backfill of a possible
quarry contained Anglo-Saxon pottery and a resid-
ual late Roman coin. The majority of the features
located were truncated ditches, identilied as rem-
nants of medieval W post-medieval Teld divisions,
There were also o number of furrows from a trin-
cated medieval ridee and furrow field system, and
a lnrge hackfilled pond. The southern part of the
site wis covered by overburden from the construe-
tion of the adjacent railway in the 19" century.

Tiringlham & Filgrave, 200 Filgrave
SPRTI0 4830

In November a watching briel was maintained by
ABC during the excavation of groundworks for an
extension ot 20 Filgrave, Two intercutting pits were
recorded ot the southwest corner of the building
fooiprint, Two sherds of medieval potiery were
recovered from the upper fill of the earlier pit.,

POST-MEDIEVAL AND UNDATED

Apleshury, Bearbrook House, Oxford Rooad
SF 8123 1375

During June ASC carded out a trial-trench evalua-
tion in advance of proposed redevelopment. Most
of the site lies on o former island, originally
bounded by two artificial channels of the Bear
Brook. These channels probobly formed part of the
water management system of the post medieval
Oxcford Road water mill, and were infilled during
the late 20" century. The site of the 12M-century
leper hospital of Saint Leonard s thought to have
been in the immedinte vieinity of the proposed
development, No archacological finds or features
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relatimg to the hospital were revealed, Truncated
alluvial sediments and dumped material, probably
origmoiing from a post-madieval farmhonse or col-
tnge demolished during the 20% century, were pres-
ent at the northeast of the site.

Aleshury, Bucks Herald and Wilkins Solicitors
site
SPE2I3 1354

A il trench evaluation and walching briel were
undertaken by AS at this site between Muarch and
July prior to the site being made a temporary cur
purk. The evaluation revealed deep sequences of
alluvial deposiis, noinble among which wis mafe-
rial relating to the silting and meandering of the
Bear Brook. A spur of natural drift was identified,
sealed by a medieval soil horizon, althoogh no fea-
tures cither cutling or sealed by this deposil were
identified. A lurge channel that appedred (o have
been deliberately backfilled prior 1o being sealed
by a rammed chalk surface was recorded. A sub-
stantial clunch layer, overain by a layer of clay
with clunch and tile inclusions, appeared o have
heen deliberntely dumped into an open water-
course, possibly nn earlier alignment of the Bear
Brook. Postemedieval and modom activity wos
attested by @ number of rubbish pits truncating both
the recent made-ground and the underlying alluvial
sequences,

Aylesbury, 21 Custle Street
SP 81T 1377

In June ASC carriad out archacological recording
of the cellar at this Grade 1T listed house in mitiga-
tion of ity excavation and rebuilding, which had
been commenced without Listed Building consent.
1t appeared that the cellor was cut when the honse
wats first built, and that it was probably open to the
eust and west, linking at least three adjoining prop-
erties. The remaing of a clunch-built wall were
revenled in the west wall, beside which was a more
recent brick wall. The Noor was lowered when this
brick wall was constructed, and again during the
late 20" -century modifications which included the
construction of the north cod of the west wall,
insertion of a concrete pillur supporting a steel
beam, the concrete cellur floor and possibly the
recutting of the southwest corner.

The cast wall was an carlier addition, and is
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likely to have been completed in the 19" or early
200 century. A timber-framed opening in the north
wall, which had latterly been brick filled, is likely
o hove bean o codl chute opening onto the strect
fromtage.

Bletehdey, lund off Watling Street, Fenny Stratford
SPEE44 3416

During November ASC cartied oul a strip and
record excavation at the former Reckitt & Coleman
site, prior to residentinl redevelopment. A desk-
based assessment of the site had indicated that it
Tl Deen wsed Tor a0 rspge o iodusteial Tuetions
since the early 19% century, including cunal
wharfige, lime burning, brick making, a gas works,
and latterly a chemical works and printing works.
The excovation revenled the remaoins of o 19" cen-
tury canal dock and associaied buildings. The canal
dock remained in relatively good  condition,
although the buildings were less well preserved.
Sile constraints meant that the area just bevond the
north-eastern end of the dock, where the remnins of
three 19M-gentury limekilns are belivved 1o have
been located, remained unexamined. THowever, sig-
nificant ground reduction seemed to have oceurred
at this location during 20%century development of
the site, and the remnins of the limekilng were
probably repnoved at this time,

Bradeafiom, Park Woad
SU 827 83 (centre)

This area of choracieristic Chilterns  woodlond
owned by the National Trust was the subject of an
archaeological survey from January to May, The
survey, known as the Bradenham Woods Historie
Landscupe Survey, is gencrously supported by the
Chilterns  Sustninable  Development  Fund  and
invalves a group of volunteers under the direction
of the Trust’s Regional Archacologist. The aim of
the survey was to map, record and interpret all
ecarthwork  leatures within the wood, ultimately
leading to an inventory of sites and a study which
will attempt 1o define the charncteristics of
Chilterns woodland archneology, ns well as what is
atypical. During the first five months approxi-
mitely one hundred sites were mapped ineluding
saw  pits, pits and quarries, boundary banks,
ditehes ond trockways, plus other more enigmatic
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fentures such as n possible prospect mound associ-
ated with the 16M-century deer park, und a
medieval  farmstead o industrial - complex.
Detniled surveys and profiles have been produced
of some features, and the mound has been the sub-
jeet of a geophysics survey, suggesting that s
originul construction was rectangular mther than
ovil. The survey is scheduled to conlinue during
the winter of 2006/7,

Braidenhiam, Smalldean Farm
SU B215 9883

In carly 2006 o watching bricl” was maintained by
ihe Matonal Trust over re-servicing works ond
improvements to the interior of the farm house,
which is thought to date from the |70 century. The
first-floor joists were recorded throughout the
building, leading w the discovery ol a principal
beam in the main bedroom carrying o seties of
redundnmt mortises. The timbar is more likely to
hove been reused i its current position, than to
indicate the presence of a lost partition  wall,
Structural timbers were recorded in some of the
internnl elevations, as were the outlines of blocked
or reduced windows, though this evidence remnins
truceable from the external elevations,

Buralame: Dreopiare Howse
S 024K 8611

An evaluation by OA in the Ttnhan Gorden revealed
a selection of features nssociated with it including
tree and plant holes, flower beds, drainage pits and
pullies, the original construction  trenches  for
pravel puths and o base of a fountain, All the lea-
tures und structures were dated o the 190420t
century.

Chesham, Chesham Hospioad
SP9a24 0129

In Janunry AS conducted on evaluation and earth-
work survey of the area known as The Halks, sur-
rounding Chesham Hospital, The Balks comprise
well-constructed  cultivation  lerraces  thal  are
ploughed out on the upper slopes and partially
destroyed on the lower slope by the Chesham
Brunch of the Metropolitan Railway line. 1L is
thought that these terroces daie from the medieval
period, but little is known of their true origins, The
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evaluution revenled depositional lnyers consistend
with those created when “sirip lynchets” are pro-
duced. Finds, many residunl, dating from prehis-
tory through to the post-medieval period were
recoverad, indicaling the site has been utilised con-
tinuously ever a long period. No reliable dating evi-
dence was recovered due to the modification and
nlteration of the slapes and terraces for consirue-
tion of the hospital and the recent use of the lower
terraces as allotments. A possible prehistoric soil
horizon, which vielded several siruck fints, was
recorded at the northernmost scarp within the
ussessment site. [Lappears that this slope may exist
in a largely unnliered siaie,

Chaolesbury, Howridge Court
SP U501 0583

A watching brief” was underiaken by NA during
groundworks connected with the construction of a
kitchen extension at Howridge Court, within the
confines of the scheduled ancient monument. The
works comprised the excavation of a strip founda-
tion trench running parallel with the dwelling. An
undated bured soil was revealed in the northern
end of the trench, and a truncated natural substrn-
tum was present (hroughout the remainder. No
archaeological artelacts were recovered.

Cliveden

Cliveden Hospital (SU 9128 843500 The Museum
of Londom Archneology Service mnintained a
wilehing biiel for the Mational Trust during exca-
vation works to remove the brick foundations of the
WiW I hospital buildings. No significant arehazo-
logical evidence was discovered as the origingl
excavations for these foundations had lorgely
destroyved earlier evidence,

The Orchard Garden (SU 9142 84773 During
April p mensured survey ol the 19% century archard
parden was prepared. The gurden is contoined by
the remnants of o wrought-iron fence and contains
a large number of fruit trees trained over iron hoops
laid 1o form lour converging paths, The National
Trust hopes o evenlually restore this important
garden feature,

Garden Parterre (SU 9093 8495 & SU 9110
83100 Excavations for mbbit-proof fencing around
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the muoin porden parterre were monitored by the
National Trust. Minor brick wall footings were
observed at the above locations.

Grerrards Cross, Bulsivode Park
SLU 0860 8835

OA undertook o watching briel in advance of the
excavation of drainage and the installation of
underground  water  storage  tanks, The  work
revealed deposits relating to the 19ib-century dem-
olition of the west wing and a secondary buildin
to the south-west of the Pigeon Tower, and the 194
century remodelling of the Tormul gardens. No evi-
dence for the extent or form of any of the earlier
phases of the house was encountered,

Tver, 8t Peter's Church
TO) 0500 §130

A watching briet was undertaken by OA in advance
ol repairs reguiring the removal of the existing
chancel floor. The work revealed the sleeper walls
for the 17" century box pews. These had been
replaced in the 19th century by choir sinlls after the
insertion of an underground boiler room, Mo evi-
dence for the Anglo-Saxon apse was observed, and
there was little evidence for the presence of burial
vaults under the undisturbed parts of the chancel
Nuor.

Long Crendon, Tompsons Farm
SP 6YRS (0883

In April and May, ASC carried out a watching brief
during groundworks to construct an ornamental
luke. Two  superimposed  north-south  aligned
ditches, o gully and posthole were revealed in the
footprint of the lake. The only artefact recovered
was a [lint end seraper, from the fill of the earliest
ditch, The ditch containing the scraper could be
prehistorie, although the ditehes were aligned with
extunt sections of o field boundary. Tt is suggested
that both ditches date 1o the post-medieval period,
and that the end scraper is a residual artefact incor-
porated into the il of a later diteh, The gully runs
parallel with the ditches and may date 1o the same
period ns one of these leatures,
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Nush, 36 High Street
S T7RIT 3438

In April ASC carred out historic ilding record-
ing of this Grade 11 listed timber-framed strocture,
during extensive repairs and refurbishments, The
building is a T-shaped, laste medieval strueture with
an open hall over o basement to the east of the fire-
ploce md o parlourkiichen with a chaomber above
it to the west. A lobby to the rear provided access tin
the basement and parlour! kitchen at ground Aoor
level and the lnnding nnd chamber on the Virst Moo
The muin entrance, which is likely to hove been in
the north wall opposiie the chimoey jamb, has been
replaced by a window, The main wing was
extended in the late 16" or early 17" century to
provide o reception room on the ground Door with
a bedroom an coeh of the Noors above, The rooms
above Lhe hull appear to have been ioserted o con-
tury later. Adthougl the cartographic evidence sug-
gests that the west wing was a 200 century
addition, 1t s possible that it was moved Lo ils pres-
ent location at this time, and s itself of early posi-
medieval date, Although the building is known to
have been an inn, the original, rather domestic, loy-
out combined with the Torge cellar conld suggest
thit it was built as a humting lodge, which dovel-
aped into an inn as the building was enlorged.

Narth Crawley, Brook Ewd Farm
SIM Y189 44306

A redundont barn attached 1o the farmbouse of
Brook End Form was recorded by MA, in response
to o propesal to repair and convert it 1o domestic
accommodation. From the construction technlgues
revealed, ond its relomionship to the |Tth-century
farmbouse and adjocent barn, the building proba-
By originated as an animal shelter of the 18th cen-
tury. The quality of the surviving original timbers
indicates that the building was cheaply built, partly
using reused timbers, and its present poor condition
sugeests that the boilding hos been poorly moin-
tmimed during its lifie, with moch aliemtion and
replicement of tirbers,

ey, land to the rear of 13-17 High Street
ST BE82 5143

A tripktrench evaluntion was carried out by
Richard Ivens on behalf of Archaeologica Lid, in
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advance of o housing developmient. The paorly pre-
served und beavily-robbed remoins of o pitched
stone surface and a separate wall foundation were
ichentified, and an abandoned stone-lined well, It is
thought likely that these e wll of relutively recent
date. No definite evidence lor pre |%h-cenlury
deposits was identified. Extensive evidence of
19th-centory and  loter  rubbish pits, eclc. was
revenled.

Penn, Church Rowd
SU D085 9338

o March, ASC undertook an eviluation at Creasy
Sidle, Church Road, in advance of extensions to the
property, Two trenches were excavated in the foot-
prints ol the proposed exlensions. A parrow
undated  diteh and o small modem pil wenz
revealed. Fragments of brick and tile found in the
modern feature are likely to have been redeposited
from a layer of building rubble observed m the top-
soil.

Ravenstone, The (Nd Forge
SP 8492 5051

In December ASC undertook a watching briel dur-
ing construction of & workshop and gompe on the
site. A forge is known to have occupied the site dur-
ing the late 19" century. A number of 19"-century
brick and clunch walls and cobbled surfaces were
observed. These occupied the approxumate position
of the forge buildings shown on the First Edition
Ordnance Survey map, and it is likely that they
were its truncnled remains. Census retums vielded
information an the ownees of the forge in e Tate
1495 angl early 20 centuries.

Stany Steatford, The Cock Horef
SP TROY 4055

[n July ASC carried out an historic building assess-
ment of The Cock Hotel, m response to proposals
lor refurbishment and altertions. The hotel com-
prises a series of interconnected buildings set
around a central courtyard behind a mid 18" century
brick-fronted structure on the east side of the High
Street. Most of the buildings have o mixture of brick
and stone elevations, nnd all have undergone exier-
nal and internal alterations to accommodate the
changing requirements ol the establishment,
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The proposed alterntions affected only three of
the buildings, including that on the street froninge,
where it was revealed that the opening of two
opposing doorways may in foct return the layout to
its origingl design. The only building to be altered
o any great extent iy the funetion room, This build-
ing has also been grently altered, and contains sev-
eral unusual architecturnl detnils, some of which
are likely o be obscured by the alterntions,

Ktwe, New Ina Farm
SP6R1T 3642

At the beginning of 2(M15 the National Trust made
an important addition to its property ot Stowe, New
Inn Farm. The farm lies on the southern edge of the
park and dates from 1717, when it was buill 1o
house visitors to the gordens ot Stowe, It is Crade
I1* listed, but its dilopidated condition makes it per-
hops the most significant threatened building in
Buckinghamshire. The National Trust hopes 1o
restore the buildings and to use them us the entry
point to the gordens, thus recreating the original
approach 1o the gurdens from the south via the Bell
Giate,

[n 2006 NA commenced mojor recording works
on the buildings, assisted by a progrumme of sam-
pling for dendrochronology dating which hos con-
firmed the 1717 construction date  for  the
buildings, It was thought that the timber-framed
north and south ranges might return dates earlier
than the main brick frontnge, but the buildings all
appear to be of roughly the sume dote. Recording
comtinued throughout 2006 and was Tinoneinlly
pssisted  with grants from the Bocks. Historic
Buildings Trust, Bucks. CC Emergency Recording
Fund ond Bucks, Archueologicnl Society,

Srinve, Stowe Lamilseape Gardens

Corinthian Arch (5P 6805 3630): As part of the
ongoing programme of restoration and repair of
monuments within the Stowe Londscape Gardens,
the National Trust hns undertnken the repair and
restoration of the Corinthion Arch. Excavations in
advance of the work and watching briels hove been
carricd out by NA (Recordy 46, 200-2100, A
walching brief was carried out during ground
reduction (o reinstate pates to the arch to their orig-
inal position and widen the Queen’s Drive 1o ils
ariginal width, During the groundworks, the foot-
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ings of milinry columns were revealed. A brick-
lined well and two wooden posts were observed
during topsail stripping.

Queens Drive [ Nelsons Walk (5P 67000 3710):
Excavations for the insinllation of four passing
bays on the Queen’s Drive and Nelson's Walk at
Stowe were monitored by the Nationnl Trust. One
of the excovations on Melson’s Walk revealed o
gravel surface with stone edging, thought to be the
remaing of o broad gravel walk depicted on an
engrmving by Rigaud doting From 1739,

Tuttenhoe, St Gifes® Chiurch
SPH2E0 3305

In July ASC carried out a walching brief during
trenching for an electrical duct into the church.
Archoeological linds or features were dhsent in the
section of trench outside the church, and humon
remains were nol disturbed within the churchyard.
Six decorated foor tiles, probably manufictured
the Little Brickhill kilns during the eady 15" 1o
lnte 16™ centuries, were discovered in o limited
aren within the church building, and may have
formed part of the orginal 16™-century floor,
Blocks of limestone at the base of the excovated
aren appeared deliberptaly I, and coulld supgest
that the remains of an earlier structure underlie the
extant bullding.

Walton, The Open University
SP BESI 3698

In Auvgust ASC enrried oot archpeological record-
ing of o brick-built culvert uncovered by demoll-
tion and ground reduction work prior 1o the
construction of the new librury boilding. The form
of the culvert, dimensions of the machine maode
bricks and presence of Portlond cement mortar
indicate thot it was built during the lne Victorian
period,

Weston Underwoad, Chureh Farm
SP E638 5048

In July trial trenching was undertaken by ASC in
advance of the conversion of adjoining larm build-
ings for residential nnd ofTice use and construction
of a new dwelling and garage block, The Farm
buildings had previously been subject to an historic
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building assessment (Records 47,1, 231). Three
trenches opened on the site of former form build-
ings revealed only 19" and 20 -century structural
evidence reluting to various phases of those build-
ings. No evidence for any earlier phases of oceupa-
tion or activity was present,

West Wycombe, West Wycambe Park
SU 832 945

As a result of the lack of minfall in 2005, the chalk
sireams feeding the lokes and canals at West
Wycombe Park dried up and exposed a series of
brick and timber channels in the lake and siream
beds. These enigmatic structures were first
abserved and excavated in 1991 when a number of
sili-filled hollows and ditches containing  large
amounts of Roman pottery were also observed on
the north side of the lake. The channels appear to
be part of a systerm of waler management preduting
the existing configuration of streams and lake laid
out in the 1730s, The date for these structures
remains uncertain, but a timber sample tnken for
dendrochronology  dating in 2006 gave o felling
date of 1711-16 for a timber incorporated into one
of the structures on the southern margin of the Inke.

As the loke and stream beds were largely devaid
of water, the opportunity was also taken to remove
gilts which had not been removed since 1941,
South Bucks. Metal Detecling Group provided
assistance by going over the resulting spoil heaps
nnd the stream and Inke beds. The survey produced
part of a Bronze Age knife blade, severn! Roman
coins and a number ol lead objects, mostly Ashing
weights. All finds were recorded and retained by
the National Trust, and this proved o be o valugble
collabormton between archocologist and  detec-
torist.

Winsfow, 2 High Strect
SP 7699 2757

In February ASC carried out historic building
recording of this building in response to proposals
for the refurbishment of the ground-floor shop and
the conversion ol the remuinder of the buildings o
provide three flats. The struclure comprises three
intzreonnecting buildings, the earliest of which
forms the street frontnge and 18 no loer thon carl

17" century, It was enlarged twice in the 17" 18"
centuries, firstly by an exiension to the east and
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subsequently with o new brick fogade on the street
fromt and the ruising of the roofs. The building to
the rear of the site 15 o lote Geormoan addition,
which abuts an earlier, undatable passage linking
the fronmt and rear buildings, This passage was
extended southwards in the 19" century and
restored in the late 200 century, during which time
o well that was located within the structure was also
concreted over

Welverton, Welverton Velodrame

5P B194 4150

A wite st Wolverton Ruil Bridge and Wolverton
Velodrome was investigated by OA in advance of
redevelopment, Fieldwork comprised an evaluation
of the site of Radeliffe Army, a 19h-century public
house serving the radlway; o walching briel during
the excavation of service trenches within the velo-
drome; the recording of the velodrome and a pho-
tographic survey of the Royal Train Shed retaining
witll; strip and record excavation ahead of the con-
struction of a new access ramp and groundworlcs
on the early 19th-century rail bridge.

The evaluation failed to reveal any remnants of
the Radeliffe Arms, though a well possibly associ-
ated with the public house was uncovered during
the watching briel. The evaluation and watching
briel” demonstrated that the area had been reduced
and completely cleared in the |8th or 19th contury
prior to the construction of the football pitch and
associated velodrome. Field drains nssociated with
the football pitch were noted. The excavation
revedled no archacological features on the site of
the velodrome. The work in the vicinity of the rail
bridpe, exposed brick wulls and girders pssociated
with the earliest phase of the bridge, and identified
the parts of the structure that were extended in
1889 The brick chamber of a pumping station was
ulso recorded, as were postholes and a brick chan-
nel, possibly associnted with a lifting shed. The
velodrome und sports ground dote from 1885 and
include an early example of a football grandstand.
The Royal Train Shed was buill in 1889 on the site
of an earlier lifting shop,
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Akeley, Village Hall
SP 7095 3765

A watching brief was maintained by Richard Ivens
during groundworks nssocialed with the new vil-
Inge hall. No evidence was revealed to suggesi that
this part of the village had ever been used for other
than agricultural purposes. No indications were
found of any pre-medieval use of the site, Slight
remains of possible cultivation ridges and furrows
were noted. A possible diteh was also identilied
during monitoring of # service trench. This feature
15 of pneertwin date but might relate to the northern
boundary of an area of ald melosures, named NMew
Cloxe on the 1794 enclosure map.

Bow Brickhill, Crossvoads Farin
SP R938 3378

A watching brief was carried oul by Richard [vens
during groundworks associmted with a small exten-
slon, Mo evidenee was reveuled 1o suggest that this
site hnd ever been used for other than garden and
agricultural purposes. No indications were Tound
of any pre-medieval use of the site, Two small pits
containing the skeletal rempins ol voung sheep
were found, one cerainly modern and the other
probably so.

Bradenham, Bradenham Manor
S0 8300 9703

During August a watching briel was maintained by
the Natfonal Trust on o shallow muchine-dug
trench in the north-east quadrant of the Wilderness
Giarden. The trench was excovated for the purpose
of planting o new yew hedge and reached to a depth
of .45 metres, 1t was anticipated that the excava-
Hon might revenl evidence for the layout of the
1 7M. century garden. However, no archacological
leatures were observed, the excavalion consistently
cutting through topsoil and underlying clay and
[lint,

Buckingham, Coopers Yard, Ford Street
SI' 6968 3377

During Januury ASC undertook a watching briel on
groundworks for a development on the site of
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Coopers Yoard, The work was required (o deternime
the presence of buried arehasological remins
relating to the us vet undiscovered late Saxon burd,
Mo significant archaeology was  found, though
deeper excavations revealed a sequence ol deep
flood deposits, suggesting that the site would not
lavie been suituble for setllement during the Saxon
periocl.

High Wycombe, Former Ercol Factory Site
SLIBE13 9265

Between December 2005 and October 2006, AOC
carried our an intermittent watching  brief to
observe o programme of mntrusive groundworlks
related o the construction of new housing.
Ohservations revealed only compact natural challc,
oceasionully sealed by modern made-ground. The
resulls support the lMndings of the previous phase
of  wrehacological  investipotions | Records 44,
132-3), indicating that large purts of the site had
been terraced or truncated. Mo archaeologicol
remains or finds were observed during the course
of the groundworks,

Luvendon, Lavendon Grange
SP 9021 5355

An evaluation by OA in advance of proposed exten-
sions  revealed  post-medieval  made-ground
deposils overlying natural, but no earller deposits
or features.

Leckfiampstead, White Cottage
8P 7276 3773

An evaluntion was carried out by NA on land ol
White Cottage in advance of the construction ol a
new house and gamge. Three trenches were exca-
valed poross o former house plot, There were no
finds or features,

Mentmore, Crafton Stud Farm
SF BO30 (909

In Aupust & series of trinl trenches were excavated
by ASC in o small paddock Iving immedintely to
the west of Craffon Std Farm. Apart from two
ceramic land-draing, no man-made features or arte-
faets were noted within or adjocent (o the trenches,
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Mentmpre, Mentmore Towers
SP o025 1963

OA wis commissloned o undertake o watching
briel on test pits being excavated in the pak and
house of Mentmore Towers, The watching briefl
revedled no arehacological features within any of
the excovaied lest pits,

Newpart Pagnell, Castle Meadow
SPR7RG6 4302

Between July and September ASC cartied out o
walching brief during construction of o footpath
and bridge crossing the river Oueel on the eustern
edge of Mewport Pagnell, The machine stiip cor-
ried out prior to construction of the footpath was
extremely shallow, and in plices failed w com-
pletely remove the topsoil. Foolings Tor four brick
piers 1o support the bridge superstructure showed
that o greater depth of topsodl wos present neaner
the river channel suggesting an accumulation of
sediment dredged from the river in recent times, Mo
archacological Tinds or leatures were revealed by
the groundworks, although the work on the north-
ern bank wos cormied out close to the supgested
position of Civil War earthwork defences,

tMnoy, 32 Market Place
SP 8896 5126

During March ASC undertook o watching brief on
extensions to the rear of 32 Market Place, Two
short footing trenches were excavated. Helow the
modern concrete surface only  natural  grovel
deposits were encountered. Mo archaeology was
present in either trench.

Stewkley, 6 Tithe Gardens
5P 4850 2259

In May ASC undertook a watching brief ot 6 Tythe
Gardens during the construction of 4 stable block
and access road. The site lies within the medieval
core of Stewkley, in close proximity to a well-
preserved medieval monat, Howeyer, no archacolog-
ical finds or features were observed.
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West Wycombe, 21-23 Copperfielis
SU B411 9424

A watching briel by OA during redevelopment
revealed stratigraphy consistent with agriculiural
use prior to incorporation into domestie gardens.
Mo artelacts, deposits or features dating earficer
than the Bie 19th ceotury were observed.

Werminghall, T The Avenie
SP 6414 D845

In Aupost ASC undertook an eviluotion in odvanee
of the construction of two detnched houses and o
warpge, The site is on the peciphery of the medieval
settlement of Worminghall, and significant archae-
ologice]l rempins have been found in the vieinity,
Four trenches were excuvited, revealing only mod-
ot [ealures,

REPORTS NOT RECEIVED

Fieldwork 1% also understood to hove heen under-
tuken al the lollowing lecutions:

Amersham, London Road West

Ay lesbury, Buckingham Street

Beaconsfield, Springficld Quarry

Boarstall, Panshill Wood Fishing Lake

Brll, Chapmans Lane ! Tram Hill

Brll, 4 The Manor House, Oakley Road
[rill, Lings Ride Cottages

Buckingham, 23 Church Street

Charndon, Hill Farm

Climrndon, Hampden Row Cottnges
Ellesborough, Terrick Rising Main
Emberion, Peisoe Wind Farm

Fenny Stratford, 26-28 Aylesbury Streel
Gerrords Cross, Wykehurst, Comp Road
Gerrnrds Cross, Fairmead

Gierrards Cross, Bulstrode House Water Main
Haddenham Poultry Farm

Hardwick — Marsh Gibbon gas pipeline

High Wycombe, Copperficlds Roud

Long Crendon, Hareoll End

Long Crendon, 25 High Street

Lulgershall, Ludgershall Farm

Marlow, 24 High Street

Newport Pagnell, Little Linford Lane Stud Farm
Olney, 12 West Streel

Stony Stratford, Tower House, 96 High Street
Taplow, Red Cross Hospital
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Taplow, Bury Hill Farm
Taplow, The Mutshell

Waddesdon C of E School

Weedon Hill MDA

Westeott, White Swan

Winslow, Verney Road

Wolverion, McCorguodale Building, Stratford

Fond
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